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W
estern D

istrict
  Western Fishing District

The Western Fishing District includes all waters in Montana west of the Continental Divide.
For additional information about  shing in this district, please call the following regional headquarters Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.:

Kalispell .....................................................................406-752-5501
Missoula .....................................................................406-542-5500
TTY (Telephone Device for the Deaf) ......................406-444-1200
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-

describing them along the way (for example: boater, 

-

lot of people and have them to thank for the informa-

all seasons, an increase of 143% over the 2002-2003 

As you may imagine, that pressure increased since the 
early 2000s – by 80%! While that growth represents a 
big jump in use, it may not surprise residents and long-

-

Anglers are one of the most valuable sources of infor-

their user groups, guiding management while con-

-
-
-

-

-

-

Within the upper Flathead River system, large-
scale angler surveys have been performed 
about once per decade since the early 1980s. 

-
stem and North Fork Flathead rivers was con-
ducted during spring-fall 1982. Later, a “Flathead 
River Creel Report” was produced for one year 
during 1992-1993, expanding to the North and 
Middle forks as well as the Mainstem Flathead 
River. Then, during 2002-2003, an angler survey 
focused on just the Mainstem, surveying anglers 
during all seasons. Most recently during 2015-
2016, we repeated this last survey to update 
our understanding of how the Flathead River 
was used by both anglers and non-anglers alike. 

changes associated with the establishment of 

-
ies they support. As in the past, our most recent angler 

-
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For example, there was a large drop in both 

some likely reasons for this: for starters, the 
loss of a commercial market and associated 
harvest since 2009 along with natural pop-

Flathead River remains popular during fall 
– your luck may just depend on the year. 

received the most angling pressure across 
all seasons during 2015-2016 as compared 

-
-

low Perch contributed to that use; in fact, 

was the most-harvested species, the category we 

called “other” came in second (e.g., 
Northern Pikeminnow, peamouth 

-
ing out in third was Northern Pike.

As in prior surveys, gear types and 
lure use varied across seasons and 

and guided angling was most preva-

from Blankenship Bridge downstream 

Sportsman’s Bridge. Predictably, sum-
mer was the most popular season 

by non-resident anglers. And when 

– but only during summer months.

-

value well worth the investment. Be on the lookout 
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-

listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act. 

the remote nature of these rivers, have adapted to 

South Fork lie in the Great Bear and Bob Marshall Wil-

the use of pack animals rather than pickup trucks to 

-
ture survey. The “recapture” is actually seeing and 

to non-tagged trout. As you can imagine, a lot of 
-

veys, so each reach is completed every three years.

-

trout per mile. When looking at memorable sized trout 

downstream of Holter Dam typically produces popula-

per mile. The low numbers in the Flathead are likely 
the result of the very clear and cold waters that make 
these rivers so visually stunning, but also keep insect 

can spit it out. That strategy doesn’t work so well when 

excellent choice for novice and experienced anglers 

these high catch rates and an increase in river use 

The Flathead valley has experienced consid-

years. This growth has been from an increase 
in residents, as well as unprecedented num-

the summer months. The rise in popularity 
has resulted in increased river use in all three 
forks of the Flathead River. When biologists 

they have been caught and released before. 
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-

-

forks of the Flathead River upstream of Columbia Falls. 

and South Forks of the Flathead River will now require 

of handling that occurs 

requires catch-and-release 

Trout, so the new regula-

ease. Anglers can be compli-

the treble hook from lures 
and replace it with a sin-

hooks. Most anglers have found that replacing 
treble hooks with in-line eyed hooks in a larger size has 

-
ment in 2020

Libby Dam, Hungry Horse Dam, and SKQ Dam on 
Flathead Lake have been under review for the last 
four years as part of a Columbia Basin-wide analysis 

-
pleted in 2020, and will guide how the hydrosys-
tem is operated for years to come. You’ll have the 
opportunity to review and comment on the plan this 

not expected to change, so we are closely watching 

and Libby dams. With the many demands placed on 
the Columbia River hydrosystem it’s a challenge strik-

-

the process. During the last two decades, the State of 
Montana allied with the Confederated Salish and Koo-

-
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which minimizes costs and impacts to power revenues. 

-

water supply forecasts, helps dam operators bet-
-

-
www.crso.info. 

-
-
-

-

from shore and experience higher catch rates, the Flat-

community pond in Region One is Pinegrove Pond. On 

the pond provides a relaxing experience for anglers 
and non-anglers alike. FWP stocks the pond annu-

-

-
ies in the Kootenai and Flathead they are intended to 

the end of December, which would impact reservoir 

during the peak period for trout growth, summer and 

in greater Libby Reservoir drawdown during spring-

-

during summer. The overall change is subtle, but 

-

help juvenile salmon and steelhead migrate to the 

-
-

-

for endangered White Sturgeon in the Kootenai River 

event, giving shoreline plants a year or two to grow 

would only have to occur a few years each decade to 
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and Rainbow Trout and from the last 
angler survey in 2016, the pond sup-
ported more than 1,500 angler days. 
Rivers Edge Pond in Columbia Falls 
is the Flathead’s newest community 

City of Columbia Falls, the Flathead 
Land Trust and Montana Fish, Wild-

-

2019. Close to the Flathead River and 
just east of downtown, Rivers Edge 

Trout are planted annually into the 
pond. FWP will monitor the pond and 
adjust management to assure the best 

Anglers 14 and under may harvest one trout per day. 
The project is not complete and we hope to improve 

walking path. The City of Columbia Falls manages Riv-
ers Edge Park and has improvements planned for the 

Edge Pond will be used for programs such as hooked 

will be placed along the trail to educate users about 

Head Park, Dry Bridge Slough, Lion Lake, The Moun-
tain Mall, Shady Lane and Swan Pond in the Flathead; 
Teddy’s pond in Troy, the Libby Pond, Triangle Pond 
near Noxon, Frog Pond by Trout Creek, State Park Pond 

showing a new angler the ropes, give one of these 

-

throughout the state,  go to 
. Good luck!
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-
ery to be spawned to produce fry for restocking in 
Lake Evangeline and Camas Lake in the coming years. 

-

suitable local donor sources can occur to create 

was supported with cost-share funding from the Gla-

-

demonstrate the possibility of achieving sustain-
-

remote lakes will be well-worth adding to your list.

Tucked away in the cirque basins of the Livingston 
Range, Lake Evan-
geline and Cam-
as Lake form the 
headwaters of the 
Camas Creek drain-
age, a major tribu-
tary to the North 
Fork Flathead River. 
The Camas drain-
age provides secure 
cold-water habiat 
for Westslope Cut-
throat and Bull 
Trout; however, 
historic stocking 

-
lowstone Cut-
throat Trout sev-
eral decades ago 
created reproduc-

-

in the watershed.

Following several 

species and habitat 

Camas Lake, and interconnected reaches of Camas 

protect westslope and Bull Trout against habitat deg-

within the North Fork Flathead watershed is another 
-
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the statewide Kokanee Salmon broodstock. The Yel-

-

the lake. What will be the fate of Montana’s Kokanee 

-

have to be when these criminals are convicted for 

as a deterrent. But, for law enforcement to convict a 
criminal, more evidence needs to be gathered about 

Swan Lake Montana, FWP, Trout Unlimited, and Wall-
-

-
cies, including the federally threatened Bull Trout.

The good news is that with technological advances in 

a crude form of biological terrorism where individuals 

-

species being illegally introduced are predators that 
-

ther, once species become established in a waterbody, 

-
lowstone Lake in the late 1980’s; Lake Trout are a vora-
cious predator and between the years of 1994-2004, 

-

-

Mary Ronan in northwestern Montana, the home to 
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For instance, to understand if the two Walleye caught 
in Swan Lake were illegally introduced, we compared 

Lake Trout were used as a control, hypothesizing that if 

(which we knew were born and lived in Swan Lake their 

Swan Lake. But what we found was quite the contrary. 

Trout. By comparing the annual rings on the Walleye 
otolith to the distance from the core that the chemical 

the Walleye were born somewhere other than Swan 
Lake and were actually the result of an unauthorized 

out which lake the Walleye were from we had the help 
of FWP biologists from around the state to collect oto-

pressure in Montana. The illegally introduced Walleye 
matched precisely with those captured from Lake Hel-

These data provide important evidence (the where 

Lake that can aid law enforcement in making an arrest. 

species in the new waterbody where they were recent-
ly discovered. These data are gathered by the analysis 

-

the weathering and erosion processes on the underly-

isotope in each waterbody and river can be unique. 

Furthermore, by comparing the chemical signature of 
the core of the otolith with lakes or rivers where ille-
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is the name of the game.

with 4 to 6-pound test line is ideal. Bait and lures are 

-
rant spinners and Phobe spoons are classic fare from 

-

be used as bait in the Western Fishing District, regard-

treble hooks with a single barbless hook. To reduce 
-

-
-

site -
 

-
dence. Hopefully in the future, this kind of evidence 

-

-

in a lake, management biologists need to act quickly 

-
ing western Montana

The landscape of western Montana is 

it. These rivers are fed by a seemingly 
uncountable number of tributaries. This 
summer you should take your dog or friend 

these small streams. The vast amount pub-
licly accessible wildlands in this part of the 

pressure and solitude are nearly a given. 

Saturday in May through November 30. 
Anglers have the opportunity to catch 

Trout, Brook Trout, and Rainbow Trout 

-

western Montana. Due to the diversity of trout spe-
cies you could catch in a small stream in this part of 

-

seasonal closures. The FWP Montana Fishing Regula-

.
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provides the best cover. A quick movement, shadow on 

a while. Generally, work upstream in a stealthy man-

on insects or other prey being washed downstream 

roll cast, steeple cast or slingshot method. 

carry bear spray and always let someone 
know where you’re going. The good thing 

Montana is that you can choose the level 
of accessibility that meets your physical 

be along the side of a logging road, down 
in a canyon or a few miles up a trail; there 

Rewards

being on a babbling brook surrounded 
by mountains, birds singing and the sun 

-
ing small streams are in the eyes of the beholder, 

these types of waters. On most days on most streams, 

away when you’re alone or with good company along 

leader, or how to navigate through dense alders stands 

water in the stream which means more habitat and are 

-

caddis, grey drake, pale morning dun or yellow sally 

ants, beetles, crickets and grasshopper can keep your 
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Another advantage of explor-
ing small streams is that you’ll 

places for other types of rec-
-

to beat the summer heat. Day 
-

siderably cooler along a moun-

a mature forest than in town. 
While it might even be 90°F 
on the forest road, it could be 
20 degrees cooler down in the 
cedar forest along the stream.  

-

of being smacked in the face 
by willows, bring a snorkel 
mask and go underwater, 

world you won’t soon forget. 

to get to the next pool or what 

the biggest issues of the day. 
Beyond solitude and beauty, small 
streams can provide really good 

buy a bite on your favorite river in 
mid- summer, head to the head-
waters. Catch rates can be very 

out of the same pool or run. Most 

the stream where they were born. 
Because these streams are small, 

small too, a 9 or 10-inch westslope 

5 or 6 years old. Trout species in 

can be caught in smaller streams. 
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High-quality habitat is needed to keep our outstand-

depends on excellent habitat to be successful. Rely-
ing on habitat goes beyond trout, as well. Bass, 

it…, all rely on habitat to thrive. The philosophy is 

intact. Fortunately, Montana is blessed with an abun-
dance of high-quality habitat across the state. Pro-

-

FWP’s Fish Biologists that apply to private and pub-
lic lands. The Natu-
ral Streambed and 

Act and Stream Pro-

laws were passed in 
the 1960’s and 70’s. 
They are very similar 
and with slight dif-
ferences in our role 
and who is applying. 

here. The similarity 
is the purpose of the 
laws, they both state 
that the streams and 
rivers of Montana:

-

Habitat Protection Permitting:  The not-so-sexy 
part of our job that is the foundation of our 

We love to talk about the habitat we restore. We’ve 
made something and have evidence to show for it. For 
example, the stream had eroding banks, few pools and 
few trout. Now it has undercut banks, pools, thriving 

with our own eyes. The people and machinery come 

success to be proud 
of. There are pictures 

social story is appeal-
ing too. Collabora-

story gets told mul-
-
-

get famous, then 
this is how to do it.

-

This includes paper-

-
ing folks to change 
what they had their heart and even their wallet set 
on doing. Or worse, changing what they already did 
(that is, they didn’t have a permit or didn’t follow 

-

-
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You’ve probably already picked up on the hard part 
-
-

tors involved.” This is where we work to understand 
the purpose of the project and communicate our 

-
-
-

the authors of the law were likely thinking when they 

-
-
-

apply our understanding of the biology (cogs 
-
-

Though enacted 50-plus years ago, Montana’s 
-
-

growth and development, for example. As a result, 

trenches” aspect of our Habitat Program compared 

-

-
lent habitat already, that’s exactly what we are doing.

Fish kill in the Upper Clark Fork River

-

not many trout in this part of the Clark Fork River 
-

within a reach of the Clark Fork near Galen where the 

cadmium, zinc, lead, and arsenic as well as less toxic 
metals such as iron. These contaminants were depos-

-

soil. These bare patches are referred to as “slickens.” 

Berms were constructed around slickens in the late 
1980s with the goal of keeping contaminants out of 
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-

sizes. Anglers can catch everything from Largemouth 

all within a 15 mile radius of Seeley Lake, MT. Best 
advice: Just pick your quarry, choose the right water 
body, and pencil in a trip that matches the eleva-

sides of the Clearwater Valley. Because of low produc-

years, but many have started to fail in recent years. 

rainstorms. These storms can wash slicken material 
into the river to the point where metal concentra-

-

it was clear that these rains blew out some berms 

The good news is that the slickens in the area of the 

reminder of the impacts of the area’s mining his-
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in glacial cirque basins and, in this area, occur at 

Dinah and Elsina Lakes on the west side of the valley 

Avid adventure seekers even cross the Swan 
Mountain Divide via Pyramid Pass or other routes 
and drop into Bob Marshall Wilderness Lakes. 

gain, many of these waters lie within 3-4 miles of 
open forest roads or established trailheads and 

east of the Clearwater Valley, just over the Swan 

Brook Trout in the Seeley Lake area can be found in 

the Clearwater Valley perimeter. All of these lakes are 

the open road network, are open to manually or elec-

high mountain lakes, typically turning out some larger 

but most angling pressure occurs from May-October as 
road access is normally blocked by heavy snow during 

lakes in the area are Clearwater, Colt, and Hidden Lakes. 

-

-
arates the Swan and Clearwater Valleys (near Summit 

lakes begins with Rainy Lake at the top and proceeds 

which are all connected by short segments of the Clear-
water River. Placid Lake lies just to the west and its out-
let enters the chain between Seeley and Salmon lakes. 

-
water River downstream of Salmon Lake, but are 
really just slow, wide spots or oxbows along the river.

Upper valley lakes include Rainy Lake, Lake Alva 
-

-

from the U.S. Forest Service campground parking 
lot. The lake is open to any type of carry-in water-

an electric trolling motor. Lake Alva, a larger lake 
located just downstream, also provides a good 

opportunity. Both Rainy Lake and Lake Alva have 
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Placid Lake, Salmon Lake, and Seeley Lake also sup-
port trophy Brown Trout worth pursuing. Brown Trout 
over 20 inches are now common in all three lakes, 
with good numbers over 25 inches. Brown Trout grow 
to large sizes in lower Clearwater Valley waters due 

an excellent source of protein for fast growth 

-

schools of kokanne in deeper water. How-
ever, these same waters are also home to 

sources and occupy some of the same habi-
-

 

-
ley, Salmon, and Placid. The problem in upper lakes 

too abundant. Because kokanee only live a few years 
and rely almost solely on zooplankton and insects for 
food, they tend to stunt when things get crowded. 
Closer monitoring, reduced stocking rates, and liberal-

-
-

eter consists of privately owned cabins. Lakes Alva 

although smaller kokanee are also abundant and Lake 

-

Pike and Yellow Perch. Most anglers on these 
lakes target illegally introduced Northern Pike, as 

no limits. However, a growing number of anglers 

drainage and is managed as a diverse coolwater 

Largemouth Bass and Brown Trout. The former two spe-

-
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adults are now reaching 13 inches prior to spawn-

respond to management changes due to abundant 
-

on the Blackfoot-Clearwater Wildlife Man-

miles south of Seeley Lake. Harpers Lake is 
stocked generously and frequently with larg-
er trout from FWP hatcheries in the region. 

-

-

powered manually or with an electric motor. 

 

-

in the Upper Rock Creek drainage. While West-
-

quite high in comparison to their abundance. 

a key component of properly managing these spe-
-

their natal tributaries, they commonly encounter 

was the chosen method used to understand spawning 
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analyses to determine how 

appear to be avoiding hybrid-
-

ing of spawning and the loca-

Trout and hybrids of these 
species will be tracked in 2020 

-
stand these factors. A gradu-
ate student from the Univer-
sity of Montana will assist 

in spring 2018, Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks monitored 
dissolved oxygen levels closely 
at Georgetown Lake in 2019. 
Measurements indicated that 
dissolved oxygen concentra-

normal and were nearly as bad 
-

town Lake longer than normal in 2019 which can cause 
-

Snowpack was very good in 2019 allowing opera-

also allowed operators to maintain good water levels 
going into winter 2019. This should provide for excel-

winter and hopefully excellent overwinter survival 
of trout and salmon. Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

-
-

Current snowpack in the Georgetown Lake area is 
below normal so hopefully further snow is accumu-

and size structure is completed every other year at 
Georgetown Lake and will be completed in Fall 2020. 

Results from the 2018 and 2019 radio telemetry 

-
ies with those located in the middle and upper por-

the highest quality habitat is typically found. Dur-

-

another result that was very surprising to biologists. 

in 2020. The new focus will be on understanding how 
-



- 24 -

FISHING NEWSLETTER
2020

ated by Montana Department of Natural Resources 

32,000 acre-feet of water. An acre-foot is the amount of 
water it takes to cover one acre of land, one foot deep. 
While the reservoir was originally constructed in 1939 

Valley, a unique agreement between agricultural users, 

allows FWP to reserve 15,000 acre-feet of water each 

can store and release each year to help meet down-

tasked with making sure FWP and the agricultural users 
receive their contracted water when they call for it. 

July, but this is dependent on things such as remain-
ing snowpack and the amount of spring moisture that 

for as long as possible to ensure there will be enough 

-

Bitterroot

-
-

of the basin. Jason Lindstrom replaced Chris as the 
new management biologist in June of 2019. Jason 

-
-

-
root Valley and is excited to return to 
the area that means so much to him 
and his family. He looks forward to 
working with the numerous stakehold-
ers with interests in the watershed to 

While this may not be news to many 

River, it has become an extremely pop-

-

also may not be news to many people 

-
terroot River. Without an adequate amount of cold, 

low oxygen levels, all of which can limit trout survival, 

-

predetermined levels or water temperatures rise to 

an ace in the hole, sort of speak. That “ace” is Painted 
Rocks Reservoir located approximately 20 miles up the 

Painted Rocks is a 600-acre reservoir owned and oper-
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in the mainstem Blackfoot River. We shock the river as 

simultaneously, but independently, along each bank. 

shocking near the banks enables us to capture enough 

-

-
veyed since 2002. Our surveys rely on mark-recapture 

a week later. During the recapture event, we are able 
-

Long-term trends in overall trout abundance have 

2019 were similar to long-term averages within each 

-
ly lower than the long-term average (average=713 

-
mates from the previous surveys since 2014. Since 

-
-
-

tributaries in the basin over the past three decades. 
Fish in the mainstem river migrate to the tributaries 

-

River or Clark Fork River to mature prior to returning 
to spawn in their natal tributaries. Therefore, improv-
ing passage, habitat quality, and spawning and rear-

for improving trout abundance in the mainstem river.

-

Bell Crossing Bridge. However, in years when water is 
in short supply, this can be tough to do. FWP meets 

water before the summer is over. While the Painted 

July FWP receives inquiries about when water will be 

release water from storage. However, it’s important 
to remember that the stored Painted Rocks water isn’t 

against running out in late summer. Over the last 15 
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Biologists rely on size structure data to make inferences 

-

-

class grows and matures. Anglers should 

than 20 inches for all species! Reports 
from anglers in 2019 indicated high catch 
rates, and based on the size structure 

The mainstem surveys also provide a great opportu-
nity to capture and evaluate adult Bull Trout. Recent 

to assign captured bull to their tributary of origin. This 
is a viable technique because Bull Trout have a strong 
homing rate, which causes individuals to have unique 

captured 44 Bull Trout in the 2019 surveys, with most 

of them assigning back to the North Fork 
Blackfoot. We also had some that assigned 

of them assigned to Rock Creek, which 
provides further evidence of large-scale, 
inter-basin movements in the upper Clark 

the Clark Fork and Blackfoot rivers from 
2010 through 2015. We captured two Bull 
Trout this year that were originally tagged 

when they were tagged in 2012. Although 
they both grew only 8 inches in length to 
reach current lengths of 28 and 30 inches, 
one grew 8 pounds and the other grew 
5 pounds! These individuals are prime 

migratory trout gain from rearing in tributaries and 

-

Bull Trout ageing studies have not been conducted in 
the Blackfoot, but we can look at studies conducted 
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Blackfoot, you likely experienced 
-

out the summer and early fall. Many 
large rainfall events occurred in the 

burned in the 2017 Rice Ridge Fire. 
Periodic storm events in early summer 

-
ity, but the largest increase occurred 
in late-July when a massive thunder-
storm in the Monture Creek drainage 

tributaries to Dunham Creek (Figure 

-
-

nutrient-poor streams, the nutrient-rich sediments 
survived for at least seven years since they were origi-

-
mated age at tagging. Age and demographic studies 
have been conducted in Eastern Oregon, the Flathead 

8 years old. Based on those 

Bull Trout we handled were 
likely 13-15 years old when 
we captured them this year, 
and those weren’t even the 
largest Bull Trout encoun-
tered in our surveys! This is a 

Trout in the Blackfoot are sur-
viving to very large sizes and 
old ages. With the threat-
ened status of Bull Trout and 
the longevity of individual 

importance of doing every-
thing we can to help Bull 
Trout and eliminate any con-
trollable sources of mortality. 
Anglers are reminded that 

Trout is illegal in the Blackfoot 
watershed, and all inciden-
tally caught Bull Trout must 
be released immediately.
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-

in Yellowjacket Creek, a tributary to upper Monture 
Creek. This caused elevated turbidity and sediment 
input throughout Monture Creek. Anglers should be 
aware that more sediment will likely be mobilized 

-
ment that was deposited along the margins and in 

-
son, the unpredictable nature of these disturbanc-

original plans, take the opportunity to experience 

on the many tributaries and lakes in the watershed.

water year. The Blackfoot River experienced an ear-

-
an for most of the summer. We kept a close eye on 

-

-
peratures in the Blackfoot River. Although 
temperatures remained elevated through 

-

Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited, The 
Blackfoot Challenge, and state and federal 
agencies work with private landowners to 
restore habitat and implement water con-

Blackfoot Challenge works with water users 
in the basin to develop individual drought 

-
-

on department-owned lands. A recent 
example is the lining of the Dryer diver-

Blackfoot-Clearwater WMA. Prior to lining in 1995, the 
ditch experienced a 90% water loss between the point 
of diversion and the point of use. Since 1996, the water 

-

the liner. We were able to repair the ditch and reinstall 

  

basin, it can be hard to pick one project to highlight, but 

priority since the tailings dam breached in 1975. The 
dam failure released 100,000 tons of toxic mine tailings 

-
plain. Fish numbers were severely depressed through-
out the upper Blackfoot River, and the most heav-

-
-
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one million cubic yards of contaminated 
material have been removed and hauled 

mine waste removal has been complet-
ed downstream of the water treatment 
facility to the Pass Creek marsh. For more 

upcoming plans, and project updates 
visit the MT DEQ website 

September, we conducted post-restora-

areas of the upper Blackfoot River that 

very encouraging, and we are excited to 

UMBC impact area over the next few years. 
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this year but the decline started several years ago.

-

-

other rivers, but one variable that has explained some 

has been highly predictable based on what kind of 
water year we had three years previously. For instance, 

-

responds because recruitment is predicted to be high. 

past summer a large September thunderstorm near 
Galen washed mine contaminants into the river. Dead 

several years as berms that were designed in the 1980’s 

variables that impact the UCFR could be the cause.

The good news is the UCFR is currently being cleaned 

-

Damage Program began cleaning up the heavy-metal 

sites. We use the long-term dataset as a tool to moni-

-

Warm Springs Ponds downstream to Gold Creek. We 
primarily monitor Brown Trout at these sites, as they 

-
-

are also found in this reach of the Clark Fork River.
 

since FWP started monitoring this reach in the early 

this site has been 1,265 Brown Trout per mile since the 
1970s, but the general trend since the mid 1980s has 

-
stream is just above Perkins Lane, Brown Trout were 

recently added to our long-term monitoring, but the 

than we would expect in a river this size. The next sec-
-

-

since 2008 and has generally had between 200 and 600 

was slightly below average, but well within the range 
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-

between Missoula and Rock Creek. However, even as 
recently as ten years ago the CFR further upstream was 
sparsely populated with developed (boat ramp, park-

miles between Missoula and Rock Creek FWP has three 
developed FASs, on the 100 miles of the CFR upstream 

the CFR have fewer FASs as it is a smaller river that can 

sites were needed. The long distance between access 

to pioneer sites on public property and right of ways. 
 

-
-

ther develop the FAS program on the upper CFR. One 

access issues on the upper CFR. The most downstream 

the UCFR. There are 22 phases of this 
cleanup spread from Warm Springs 
to Garrison. To date two phases near 
Warm Springs and two near Racetrack 
have been cleaned up and re-opened 

on two more phases on the Grant-Kohrs 

Anglers should be aware the FW Com-
mission voted to close the 2.6 mile 
stretch of river through the Grant-Kohrs 

reasons. The closure stated DEQ could 
provide periods when the river was 
safe and could be open to the public. 
Up to this point the river has been able 
to remain open as DEQ has deemed it 

-
diate plans that would require closing 

the river is closed signs will be posted 
at Arrowstone Park in Deer Lodge and 
at the upstream extent of the phase 

-
ished with these two phases in the com-
ing year, they will then move upstream 
to begin cleaning up the area impact-
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FWP has spent about 750,000 of the original one mil-
lion dollars awarded by NRDP to develop FASs on the 
CFR upstream of Missoula. There are enough funds 
remaining to develop one or two more FASs, and sev-

priority that will be addressed is the pioneered access 
site known as the “Vet Clinic”. The site sits between 
Arrowstone Park and Kohrs Bend FAS. The plan for the 
site is to decommission the current pioneered site and 
develop a permanent fully-developed FAS several hun-
dred feet further upstream. The FAS will include a boat 
launch, parking lot and latrine. Anglers should expect 

the Vet Clinic FAS is completed the plan is to use the 
remaining funds on an FAS near Garrison, MT. To date 
a site has not been selected but there appears to be 

are fully spent on site development FWP will evaluate 
the FAS program on the CFR upstream of Missoula to 
determine if more site development is needed. 

selected site developed was Bearmouth FAS, between 
-

mond FAS. Development of Bearmouth FAS included 
a latrine, parking and a boat launch. The site was com-

-
tance of an undeveloped Bureau of Land Management 
access point upstream. The next site moving upstream 
was the Gold Creek FAS. The site sits right between 
the Drummond FAS and Kohrs Bend FAS. The property 
was acquired about three years ago and development 
of the site was completed in 2019. The site is situ-

Jens access site on Dunkleberg Creek Rd. The most 
upstream project completed is the Racetrack Pond FAS 
near Racetrack, MT. The 272-acre parcel is owned by 
the Department of Environmental Quality, was funded 
by the NRDP and FWP for infrastructure improvements 
and is now managed as an FAS by FWP. This site con-

riverfront access. Development of the site was com-
pleted in 2019 and included enhancing the pond for 

a latrine, parking, and a boat ramp on the pond. The 

and sterile Rainbow Trout. Fishing on the pond will be 

electric trolling motors. 
Future plans for the site 
include possibly develop-
ing a small boat launch 
on the river to provide 
access for small water-

Another access site FWP 
has been involved with 
recently is Arrowstone 
Park on the south side 
Deer Lodge, MT. Fishing 

a parking lot, boat launch, 
and latrine. The site is 
owned by Powell County. 
Recently, a memoran-
dum of understanding has 
been signed by FWP and 
Powell County in a coop-
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Central D
istrict

The  Central Fishing District includes all waters in Montana east of the Continental Divide, (including the Belly and St. Mary’s River drain-
ages) and west of the following described boundary: Interstate 15 from the Montana-Canada border south to its junction with Hwy 2 at Shelby, then 
east on Hwy 2 to Chester, then south on Hwy 223 to State Hwy 80 at Fort Benton, then southeasterly along State Hwy 80 to its junction with State Hwy 81, then 
easterly on State Hwy 81 to its junction with U.S. Hwy 191, then northeasterly along U.S. Hwy 191 to its junction with State Hwy 19, then south on State Hwy 19 
to its junction with U.S. Hwy 87 at Grassrange, then south on U.S. Hwy 87 to its junction with U.S. Hwy 12 at Roundup, then west on U.S. Hwy 12 to its junction 
with State Hwy 3 at Lavina, then south on State Hwy 3 to its junction with Interstate 90 at Billings, then easterly and southerly on Interstate 90 to the  rst crossing 
of the Little Bighorn River, then southerly along the west bank of the Little Bighorn River to the Montana-Wyoming border.

Note: Roadways that are used as boundaries between the Central and Eastern Fishing Districts are interpreted to be in the Central Fishing District.

For additional information regarding the boundaries in this  shing district, please call the following regional headquarters Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.:

Billings.....................................................................................406-247-2940
Bozeman..................................................................................406-994-4042
Butte Area Of  ce....................................................................406-494-1953
Great Falls...............................................................................406-454-5840
Helena Area Of  ce..................................................................406-495-3260
Lewistown Area Of  ce...........................................................406-538-4658
TTY (Telephone device for the deaf).....................................406-444-1200
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The rotary screw trap was operated near the mouth 
of Deep Creek ten years between 2003 and 2019. We 
found that juvenile Brown Trout numbered between 
300 and 9000 annually. Also, about 400 to 5000 young 
Rainbow Trout were delivered to the Missouri River. 

due to whirling disease (32% in 2005 and 7 to 18% in 

enhanced from 2013-19. The percentage of older Rain-

-

for young trout to spend an extra year in Deep Creek.

of the screw trap provided insight into the many oth-

and out of the creek during June, and the catch has 

angler may pass by several small streams when trav-

Some boat anglers, however, are likely to slow down 

near these streams.

Likewise, FWP biologists 
-

ing on tributaries than the 

creek might otherwise 
warrant. One tributary to 
the Missouri River near 
Townsend, Deep Creek, has 
been monitored to deter-

Missouri River for nearly 20 
years. One of the tools to 
understand the role of this 

diameter rotary screw trap 

that discards debris and 
-

out that there is a lot going 
on, ecologically, when a 

muddy.

Biologists previously knew 
that a few thousand Rainbow Trout enter Deep Creek 
for spawning during the spring, and a few hundred 
Brown Trout do the same in the fall. We didn’t know 
the number of juvenile trout that return to the river 

species used this  tributary that was re-connected to 

1991.
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surveys and site plans while Dave 
Moser and Jay Pape were able 
to secure funding for the bridge 

-
its with MGTU President, Kris 

Northwest Energy were used for 

work needed to swing the four 30 
foot beams into place. 

The new bridge is a welcome 
access improvement to hunt-
ers, anglers and all who visit this 
very popular, 190-acre site on the 

Walleye documented in 
Deep Creek was discovered 
in the screw trap in 2019 -- a 
non-spawning subadult that 
traveled into the tributary 
and was caught on the way 
back to the river.

Placing a device in a stream 

about the biologic contri-
-

than answers, but always 
reminds the observer that 

streams. 
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-
cies located in many of the cold-water river systems 
in Montana. While they are a member of the trout 

-

reason is the canary in the coal mine sort of scenar-
-

-

-

-

liberal for this species than others in the river. From 
December 1 through the third Saturday in May, much 
of the Big Hole River is catch and release only for trout. 

-
od and take home some qual-
ity meat to put in the smoker. 

Historical data pertaining to 

structure of Mountain White-

much more incomplete com-
pared to that of more stud-
ied species such as Rainbow 
Trout and Brown Trout. Much 
of this historical data is anec-

-

biologists have put forth a 

-
ers throughout the state. This 

-

-

trends and guide future management of this species. 

-
-

-

 

-

show a slight drop from 2012 to 2019, without any 
-

-
-
-
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How does this compare to the trout numbers in 

of rainbow and Brown Trout averaged across sam-

-
bers were nearly double to triple the number of 

of rainbows and browns averaged across sampling 

With the baseline data that is now being collected on 
-
-

-

-

-

-
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Beaverhead and Ruby rivers overall Brown Trout abun-
-

but because it takes between 4 and 5 years for trout 

and 50 years, we’d expect that about 20% of the popu-
-

that have occurred during the last 5 years. However, the 

typically mean the 

simply made up of 

overall abundanc-
es of Brown Trout 
have been at about 
two thirds of the 
long-term average 
the past three years 
as well. A similar 

observed on the 
upper Ruby River 
where overall abun-
dances were at near 
historic lows and the 

Trout over 18 inches 
was less than 5%, 
even though we’d 
expect it to be much 
higher based on the 

discharge regimes we’ve experienced the past several 

-
ing to gain momentum over the past year and 
have experienced some breakthrough successes. 

-

near Great Falls, have also been referred to as Upper 

of WCT in Montana 
-

cantly in the past 
130 years, espe-
cially in the Mis-
souri River drainage 

unaltered WCT are 
-

sist in less than 5% 
of the habitat they 

the Beaverhead, 
Red Rock and Ruby 
River drainages 

of their historic 
range. Within this 

-
cally unaltered WCT 

in only 3% of their historic range and are typically 
isolated in small headwater streams.The conserva-

-
ies Management Plan is to restore secured conserva-

stream with no immediate threats. To reach this goal 
-

head, Red Rock and Ruby sub-basins and about 300 

-
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Over the next 100 years most remaining WCT popula-

While it may be impossible to return to historic distri-
-

expansion projects 
like these require 

-

on the ground. 
However, with 
adequate funding 
and coordinated 

and other groups 
it is possible to 
reclaim certain 
streams for WCT. 
Two such WCT 

-
ects are currently 
nearing comple-

-
western Mon-
tana’s Greenhorn 
and Peet creeks.

Mountains and enters the upper Ruby River upstream 

was constructed during the fall of 2012 on DNRC land 

Dark Hollow Creek and the Meadow Fork of Green-
horn Creek were salvaged and about 26 stream miles 
were then treated with rotenone to remove all non-

removed. Greenhorn Creek was repopulated with WCT 

-

unaltered. Post-project monitoring designed to evalu-

a University of Montana graduate study, will assess 

produced in Greenhorn Creek by the original donor 
-

cessful spawns in 
2016 and 2017. 

two to determine 

should be moved 
to improve diver-
sity, but it appears 

is well on its way 
to becoming self-
sustaining and suc-
cessfully restored. 

north out of the 
Centennial Moun-
tains and enters 
the Red Rock River 
upstream of Lima 
Reservoir. Two 

-
riers, which allowed treatment of 11.4 stream miles to 

was evaluated in 2015 and determined to be ready for 

WCT were selected as donors. To avoid harming the 

streams into Peet Creek. Monitoring in 2019 found 

-

appears to be another success story in the making. 
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-
es; Peet and Greenhorn creeks increased the distribu-

the total amount of habitat to be reclaimed to 270 

-
-
-

terized by their large, 

displays nearly all col-
ors of the rainbow. 
Grayling were histori-
cally found through-
out the upper Missouri 
River watershed, but 

to 4% of that range by 
the 1990s. This decline 

-

plans have been imple-
mented to sustain 
the presence of this 

southwest Montana. 
-

Hole Valley and the Centennial Valley.
Following declines throughout the 1990s, the largest 

FWP partnered with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 

-
ments with private landowners to provide water and 
habitat for grayling on private land and provides regula-
tory assurances for landowners if grayling become list-
ed as endangered species. Currently, thirty-two private 
landowners and 154,550 acres are enrolled in this CCAA 

and agencies have vastly improved riparian habitat and 

water year was especially challenging due to a short 

2019 fall surveys resulted in the one of the highest 
numbers of young-of-the-year grayling on record.

-
ley, which is drained 
by the Red Rock River 
watershed upstream 
of Lima Dam. Cen-
tennial Valley Gray-
ling are found pri-
marily in Upper Red 
Rock Lake and Red 
Rock Creek, although 

occur in the other 
tributaries. Because 
the Centennial Valley 

the last century due 
to various causes, 

approaches have 
been taken. Grayling 
using Upper Red Rock 
Lake experienced a 

2016 that depleted oxygen and, resultantly, habitable 
areas throughout the lake. A partnership was developed 
between the US Fish and Wildlife Service and FWP to 
evaluate how to provide habitats with suitable depths 

-

more resilient, a Centennial Valley CCAA, similar to the 
-

mented in 2018 and four private landowners have since 
enrolled. This CCAA and other partnerships will help 
ensure cold water and suitable habitat are available for 


