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The northern redbelly dace x finescale dace hybrid (Phoxinus eos x P. neogaeus) is a Montana species of 
special concern, Class C (Hunter 1997). It was placed on the species of concern list due to its rarity and 
unusual form of genetic reproduction (Holton and Johnson 1996). Montana appears to be the only state 
that designates special status for this hybrid fish. However, South Dakota, North Dakota and Nebraska 
have granted special status to the finescale (P. neogaeus) and northern redbelly dace (P. eos).

Distribution/Population/Taxonomy 

Northern redbelly dace are widely distributed in the north half of North America, from the Rocky 
Mountain front to the East Coast, with isolated populations in Manitoba and Saskatchewan (Scott and 
Crossman 1973). In Montana, northern redbelly dace are fairly widespread east of the continental 
divide. Finescale dace have a similar range but distribution in the United States west of Minnesota is 
limited to glacial relict populations (Scott and Crossman 1973; Hubbs and Lagler 1970). Hybrids of the 
two species are found throughout New England west to Nebraska, Colorado and Montana and into 
Alberta (Dawley et al. 1987). There are no official records of finescale dace in the state (Holton and 

httn-/ /www -fi shP.riP.s oro-/ A FSmontana/SSCnaQes/Redbellv%20dace%20hvbrid.htm 11/25/2002 










