


Explanatory Note 

The series, Special Scientific Reports, embodies results 
of investigations, usually of restricted scope, intended to 
a.id or direct management or utiEzs.tion practices and as guides 
for administrative or legislative action. It is issued in 
limited quantities for the official use of Federal, State or 
cooperating agencies and in processed form for economy and to 
avoid delay in publication. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Statistics of the totai catch of Columbia River chinook 
salmon are obviously essential to proper evaluation of the 
economic worth of the resource and to intelligent regulation 
of the fishery. In order to obtain such total catch statistics 
it is necessary to add to the river catch an estimate of the 
high seas troll catch, and this need has given rise during 
the past fev, years to several different estimates. The wide 
divergence of these, and the considerable circula�ion given 
some of them indicate a need for assembling the available data 
on the subject and obtaining �he best estimate which it is 
possible to make from them. This should give a figure which 
will be as good as can be had short of gatherin� new direct 
evidence such as might be obtained from tagging experiments. 
In addition, it is felt desirable to have estimates referable 
to specific fishing seasons; those made previously are not 
clearly defined chronologically, al though it is inferred that 
they apply to £'i shing conditions durinG recent years. 
Sufficiently detailed data upon whic}1 to base apcroximationB 
are not available for seasons prior to 1926, · so that the 
analysis to follow will cover the 20 years 1926 through 1945. 
It is proposed.to review critically each step of the analysis 
as it is developed,· paying particular attention to sources of 
possible error • 






































































