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- this plant from the white Jaw tags placed on the trout in Tiber

Aversge length

Date released Location Humbher-~ in inches Hark
July 12, 1963 Tiber Hes. 10,000~ mmm- 5 The right belly
{(Willow Cr, fin has bsen
Arm) clivped off

close to ths
body, The laft
fin was not

ciipped.
July 12, and Marias River  L,6l0~ewe= 10 The left belly
15, 1943 below £in was clipped,
Tiber Dam 1/ but the right

fin was notb.

Due to & very low water levsl in Lake Francis only 3,060 jaw
tagged rainbow trout were releassed, From the time of stocking in
July 9, 1963 and until Februsry 25, 196L only 37 tags had been
returnaed by 13 anglers; with two anglers taking 20 of the 37 tags
on one trip, ALLl aveillable cresl census Iinformeticn indicated that
even on week-ands the fishing pressure was extremsly low., There-
fore, we recommend that this phase of tThe program be discontinued.

Tiber Reservoir was planted with 19,636 marked rainbow trout

in 1963, and by February 25, 196L sixty-nine marked trout had been
checked; this amounts to approximstely a .00L per cent return.
There were 153 anglers censused during this periocd and they caught
g total of 170 rainbow trout, or aporoximately .38 of a trout per
angler: or J15 of a merked troubt per angler. If one were to delets

the assthetic values and just figure the cost of producing the mark-
ed trout, and the return to the angls r, he would find that the cost

of production amounts to $2,845.36 and that $16.81 were returned to

the angler. 2 In lleu of planting trout we would suggest stocking
Tiber Reservolr with sauger and channel catfish,

The best trout fishing in the Tiber area was below Tiber Dam
in the Marias River. All available creel census indicates that
from July 9, 1963 through February 25, 1956l a total of 701 anglers
caught 512 rainbow trout. OF the 512 trout caught 50I were marked.
Since l,60h0 marked rainbow irout were released in this area the 504
marked rainbow accounted for a return of 10.9%. The cost of pro-
dueing the li,6L0 trout was $1,206.40 and the return tc the angler
amounted to $131.0L. The number of marked reinbow trout taken per
angler was ,72 and the catch per hour was ,31.0 It ls suggested ™,

~fhat thils ares be stocked with jaw-tagzed rainbow trout in 1960,

Parhaps a blue colored jaw tag could bs used in 1665 to distinguish

Ressrvoir in 1963. We would probably only recelive tag return in-

formation, sxcept for the warden creel cesnsus, but thenwe would
ve bo have a census taker living in the vicinity all summer,
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Mel Eraft, ouwr summer student, lived at the park bslow Tiber
Dam and censused anglers for 25 days within a period from July 9,
to September 2, 19632, Mel's census showsd that the aversge number
of anglers per day on Tiber Heservelr was 12,8, This figure maans
that for 365 days the number of fishermen would be 3,506, 3/ The
number of fishsrmen using Tiber Eeservolir in 1963, according to thse
U. S. Bursau of Reclamation, was 17,250 anglers. This last figure
would mean that the average number of filshermen per day would De
7.3 anglers, Although both asngler use figures are only estimates,
we believs that the angler use Tigures submitted by the U. 5. Bursau
of Reclamation are too high. L PO
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phie@? (veE have bees Faduified

' 1/ The loads were split, approximately 3,190 were planted

i

We Plas

/1@ Fust below the outlet down to the park, The other 1,450

were placad jfust above the Tirst bridge {Pugsley's) dowa-
stream from the dam,

g 2/ Figuring that at the present time a 5 inch rainbow trout

costs .03l cents to produce and a 10 inch ralnbow trout costs
.26 cants to producs, at the Great Falls Fish Hatchery (5 of
the mariked filsh returned wers 5 inches in length).

3/ Estimsted number of fishermen per year ig & months average
number per day, and 6 months Z-average number per day.



