
FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION 
All sections must be addressed, or the application will be considered invalid 

 

I. APPLICANT INFORMATION

A. Applicant Name: Madison Conservation District-Kate Roberts, Chair

Mailing Address: PO Box 606

City: Ennis State: MT Zip: 59729 

Telephone: 406-682-3181 E-mail: info@madisoncd.org 

B. Contact Person (if
different than applicant): Colin Threlkeld 

Address: PO Box 606

City: Ennis State: MT Zip: 59729 

Telephone: 406-682-3181 E-mail: colin@madisoncd.org 

C. Landowner and/or Lessee Name
(if different than applicant):  Pat Goggins 

Mailing Address: 22 Goggins Drive 

City: Ennis State: MT Zip: 59729 

Telephone: 406-581-2999 E-mail: thefeedman@yahoo.com 

II. PROJECT INFORMATION

A. Project Name: MCD Moore Creek Restoration Project Implementation – Phase 1

River, stream, or lake: Moore Creek

Location: Township: 05S Range: 01W Section: 28 
Latitude: 45.36708 Longitude:  -111.72300  Within project (decimal degrees) 

County: Madison County 

B. Purpose of Project:
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Moore Creek is a tributary to Ennis Lake and is an important ecological resource to the greater 
Madison River Valley. The project will restore a 0.6 mile straightened and incised reach of Moore 
Creek to 1 mile of sinuous stream channel with diverse habitat features and a connected 
floodplain. This project is a “turn key” thanks to design funding provided by NorthWestern Energy, 
and is considered a demonstration project that will help jump-start future restoration actions on 
Moore Creek and other tributaries to the Madison River. The project was designed from 
geomorphic, aquatic habitat, and vegetation “reference reaches” investigated in lower Moore 
Creek on the Valley Garden Ranch. The design is based in natural channel design philosophy and 
integrates strategies and techniques that emulate desired conditions, relying entirely on native-
based materials. Vegetated wood matrix structures consisting of native alluvium, small diameter 
woody material, and dense willow cuttings will provide bank stability, complex pool habitat, and 
increase shade to the channel. Approximately 12 acres of previously drained emergent and scrub-
shrub wetland habitats will be restored by reconnecting Moore Creek to its historic floodplain 
surface. The plan will reduce sediment loading to Moore Creek by 137 tons per year through 
mitigation of chronic bank and terrace erosion. A floodplain seedling plan and grazing 
management plan will encourage growth of native riparian vegetation and ensure long term 
restoration success.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 C. Brief Project Description (attach additional information to end of application). Please include the 
anticipated construction schedule: 
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Project Description: 
The project reach comprises of a 0.6 mile section of Moore Creek that is straightened, incised, and 
devoid of woody riparian vegetation. The restoration plan involves the construction of 1 mile of 
stream and floodplain features with a focus on restoring eroding streambanks, re-establishing 
channel cross-sections dimensions, plan form and longitudinal profile dimensions, and increasing 
floodplain connectivity. The following restoration treatments will be implemented: 

1. Shape the constructed channel to the appropriate dimensions of a sinuous E4 stream 
type incorporating riffle, run, pool, and glide habitat features, based on reference reach 
data collected on streams of similar valley and channel morphology. 

2. Convert existing upland plant communities to wetlands in the upstream subreach 
(Reach 1) by constructing an inset floodplain and restoring floodplain connectivity. 
Establish a minimum meander belt width of 100-ft. 

3. Raise the channel profile in the downstream subreach (Reach 2) to maximize floodplain 
connection 

4. Fill the existing channel in Reach 1 to floodplain elevation to restore wetland hydrology. 
5. Increase aquatic habitat complexity by increasing the quality and frequency of pools. 
6. Incorporate vegetated wood matrix and brush structures for bank stabilization and pool 

habitat development. 
7. Incorporate 14,550 willow cuttings into bank structures to provide bank stabilization and 

stream vegetation cover and shade. 
8. Incorporate 13,125 willow cuttings into floodplain willow trenches to diversify the 

floodplain and encourage growth of native riparian vegetation.  
9. Implement a grazing management plan including fencing exclosures, water gaps, and 

stream crossings to protect sensitive riparian areas and vegetation. 
10. Install 1 mile of riparian fencing along restoration corridor. 

 
Project Schedule: 

January, 2024-September 2024: Permitting, Planning, Landowner Agreements, and 
Procurement 
October, 2024-January 2025: Active Restoration Implementation 
January 2025-December 2031: Project Effectiveness Monitoring 
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 D. What was the cause of habitat degradation and how will the project correct the cause? 

  

Approximately 3,200 feet of Moore Creek was ditched and channelized to drain the vast wetland 
complex that historically characterized the current upland environment. Channelization resulted in 
severe channel incision, compromising streambank stability and impairing aquatic habitat and 
water quality. Intensive livestock grazing in streamside riparian zones has also compromised bank 
stability by converting previous emergent and scrub-shrub wetland vegetation to upland grass 
species. The existing conditions Bank Erosion Index (BEHI) assessment documented 137 tons per 
year of sediment being generated from bank erosion (see Drawing 2.1 in Final Design Plan Set). 
This project will raise the channel profile to match the historical floodplain elevation and restore 
drained emergent and scrub-shrub wetland habitats, and re-establish a low width-to-depth ratio, 
meandering E4 stream type, increasing channel length by over 61% relative to existing conditions. 
Specific root causes of pollution and habitat degradation include:  

1. Loss of riparian vegetation and natural vegetation recruitment caused by riparian 
vegetation removal, cattle grazing, and stream channelization for purposes of agriculture 
and grazing. 

2. E. coli, Total Nitrogen, and Total Phosphorus caused by agriculture and cattle grazing in 
riparian areas. 

3. Sedimentation from excessive streambank erosion caused by stream channelization and 
removal of riparian vegetation for agriculture and cattle grazing. 

4. Temperature caused by the loss of stream vegetation cover and hyporheic flow exchange 
due to stream channelization and removal of riparian vegetation for agriculture and cattle 
grazing. 

5. Loss of aquatic, riparian, and terrestrial habitat diversity and complexity due to stream 
channelization and removal of riparian vegetation for agriculture and cattle grazing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 E. Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated (project extent): 0.6 miles 

  Length/size of impact, if larger than project extent (e.g., stream miles opened): Approximately 1 
mile 

 

 F. Project Budget Summary: 
Grant Request (Dollars): $ 93,296 

Matching Dollars: $ 131,174 
Matching In-Kind Services:* $  
*salaries of government employees are not considered matching contributions 

 

  Other Contributions (not part of this app) $ $168,500  
  Total Project Cost: $ 223,943 
   

 G. Attach itemized (line item) budget – see budget template 
 

 H. Attach project location map(s) that include: 

  

X Extent of the project, including context (relation to major landmark or town) 
 

 

X Indication of public and private property 
  

X Riparian buffer locations and widths (if applicable) and grazing locations 
 

 I. Attach project plans: 
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X Detailed sketches or plan views with the location and proposed restoration 
 

 

X Pre-project photographs (GPS location strongly recommended) 
  

 If water leasing or water salvage is involved, attach a supplemental questionnaire 
(https://myfwp.mt.gov/getRepositoryFile?objectID=36110) 

 

 J. Attach letters or statements of support (e.g., landowner consent, community or public support, and 
FWP fisheries support). List any other project partners: 

  

Madison Conservation District, NorthWestern Energy, Pat Goggins/Goggins Ranch, Eric 
Sheckleton/Starry Night Lodging, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Madison River 
Foundation, Montana Department of Environmental Quality and Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
 
 

   

III. MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING (attach additional information to end of application): 

 A. 

 

A 20-year maintenance commitment is required*. Please confirm that you will ensure 
this protection and describe your approach. Attach any relevant maintenance plans.  
*If it is a water leasing project, describe the length of the agreement. 
 

 Yes    No 
 

  

MCD will ensure any necessary maintenance on the project will be completed. 
 
 
 
 

 

 B. 
Will grazing be part of or adjacent to the project? If so, describe or attach land management plans, 
including short term and long term grazing regimes. If the landowner is not the applicant, please 
describe their involvement in the project. If you want assistance with grazing plan development, note your need. 

  

Riparian pastures will be created on the Goggins property by the installation of riparian fencing 
along the restoration corridor through a cost share agreement between the landowner and the 
NRCS. The NRCS has planned riparian fencing exclosures for the property that include a 50-ft. 
buffer from Moore Creek on both sides of the channel corridor (NRCS MC Goggins Fencing Plan 
Map Draft). This riparian fencing will be constructed post-restoration implementation by the 
landowner. After installation of the riparian fencing, livestock grazing of the riparian area will be 
limited to one grazing event per year in the fall. Water Gaps have been designed and are 
integrated in the final design plan set (Drawing 4.3 in Final Design Plan Set).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 C. 
Will the project be monitored to determine if goals were met? If so, what are the short-term and 
long-term plans to assess benefits and lessons learned? Were pre-project data collected? Will 
monitoring information be shared with FWP? 

X  
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The project will be monitored 5 years following construction to ensure fulfillment of restoration 
objectives. The following metrics will be collected and/or modified based on input from MFWP and 
project partners: 
 

1) Bank Erodibility Hazard Index Assessment 
The existing conditions Bank Erosion Index (BEHI) Assessment documented 137 tons per 
year of sediment being generated from bank erosion (see Drawing 2.1 in Final Design Plan 
Set). A repeat BEHI assessment will be completed. Depending on guidance from MDEQ 
and MFWP, the assessment will consist of either measurements of representative BEHI 
conditions extrapolated to the reach level through visual estimation, or visually estimated 
based on the following metrics: 1) Bank height ratio; 2) Rooting depth ratio; 3) Percent 
vegetative cover or bank surface protection; 4) Bank angle; and 5) Near-bank stress rating. 
A pre-restoration BEHI Assessment was completed for the project and is included as 
Drawing 2.1 in the attached Moore Creek Restoration Project Final Design Plan Set. 

 
2) Fixed Photo Points or UAS Orthomosaic 

MCD and NorthWestern Energy established 20 fixed baseline photo monitoring points in 
2022. The photo points will be replicated immediately post-construction and in year 5 post-
construction. New photo points will be established post-construction to document the as-
built conditions. MCD recommends acquiring a high-resolution UAS orthomosaic to 
document post-project conditions. The orthophoto can be replicated at year 5 to evaluate 
project performance remotely, including: 1) lateral channel or bank migration analysis to 
determine if stability and sediment reduction objectives are being met; 2) percent cover of 
woody vegetation on streambanks; 3) recovery of emergent wetland vegetation within the 
100-ft. meander belt width and floodplain; and 4) pool frequency and percent riffle and pool 
aquatic habitat features. 

 
3) Rare Plant Monitoring 

NorthWestern Energy will contract with Rocky Mountain Botany to conduct rare plant 
monitoring. This will assess the presence, abundance, and increase of any rare plant 
species populations within the restoration corridor. 

 
4) Migratory Bird Monitoring 

The University of Montana Bird Ecology Lab will conduct biannual migratory bird 
monitoring. This will assess the presence, abundance, and increase or migratory bird 
species populations withing the restoration corridor. 

 
5) Fisheries Monitoring 

MCD is working with MFWP to assess spawning and rearing habitat prior to project 
implementation and post construction. We do not have any pre-project data at this time, but 
hope to collect spawning and rearing habitat data prior to construction  in 2024. 

 
6) Water Quantity Monitoring 

NorthWestern Energy has agreed to supply a water flow meter for the Moore Creek Project 
and monitor the water quantity data for MCD. 
 

MCD is willing to supply monitoring data with MFWP as requested. 
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IV. PROJECT BENEFITS (attach additional information to end of application): 

 A. What species of fish will benefit from this project? 

 

The project will benefit Brown and Rainbow Trout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 B. How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat? 

 

The project will enhance available spawning and rearing habitat for Ennis Reservoir Brown and 
Rainbow Trout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 C. What is the expected improvement to fish populations, both short term and long term? How might 
the project translate to angler success? 

 

In the short term, we hope to see an increase in the number of fish utilizing improved spawning 
habitats. In the long term, we would anticipate improved survival of juvenile fish, which over time 
would translate into increased Brown and Rainbow Trout contributions to the Ennis Reservoir trout 
population. This would provide greater opportunity for anglers in the Ennis Reservoir. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 D. Will the project increase public fishing opportunity for wild fish and, if so, how? Is public fishing 
allowed onsite? If not, describe how the public would access the project benefits. 
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The intended project, if successful, would increase public fishing opportunity in the form of wild fish 
abundance in Ennis Reservoir. Public fishing is not allowed onsite, except for in the case of an 
angler accessing Moore Creek channel from a public access point and abided by the provisions 
stated in the Montana Stream Access Law (MCD Title 23: Part 3). Aside from instream access and 
benefits, the public will benefit from improved water quality and wild fish populations in Ennis 
Reservoir. There is also a walking trail system through the emergent and scrub-shrub wetland that 
is open to the public. This trail system will be expanded upon completion of the project and include 
the addition of interpretive signage about the project and its partners. This trail system is 
accessible to the public via the Starry Night Lodging and RV Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 E. Aside from angling, what local or large-scale public benefits will be realized from this project? 

 

1) The Moore Creek Restoration project has brought together a diverse group of partners who 
are all in on restoring this important community resource, including landowners, the 
Madison Conservation District, Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Montana 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Madison River Foundation, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and NorthWestern Energy. 

 
2) Moore Creek and its vast wetland and riparian environments are important ecological 

resources to the greater Madison River valley. Agricultural land use practices and ditching 
and incisement of the lower 5 miles of Moore Creek have converted riparian wetland 
environments to uplands. A primary goal of this project is to reconnect Moore Creek to 
former floodplain sources which will increase water storage, provide a filter for nutrients 
and sediments, and improve aquatic and terrestrial environments by diversifying vegetation 
community types and reducing current rates of bank erosion and migration. 
 

3) This project will help reduce sediment, temperature, and nutrient loading to the Ennis 
Reservoir and the lower Madison River. 
 

4) This project is the initial phase of a comprehensive, 5-mile restoration project for lower 
Moore Creek. Collectively, this phase and all future phases of work are estimated to restore 
several hundred acres of drained emergent, scrub-shrub, and shallow open water 
wetlands. Restoring this vast wetland complex and stream corridor will increase water 
storage in the alluvial aquifer. In the wake of a changing climate, the Moore Creek 
ecosystem will provide an important coldwater refugia for aquatic species. 
 

5) The Montana Constitution ensures the citizens of Montana access to a clean and healthy 
environment. Ennis Reservoir and the greater Madison River ecosystem are important to 
the overall economic health of Ennis and surrounding communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 F. Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners? (explain): 
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Appropriate analysis will be performed to demonstrate that the project complies with the intent of 
Montana DNRC’s “Guidance for Landowners and Practitioners Engaged in Stream and Wetland 
Restoration Activities”, issued by the Water Resources Division on March 9, 2016. DNRC 
guidelines state that “any wetland project (restoration) whose final design approximates the natural 
characteristics of adjacent natural wetlands or approximates something smaller in magnitude does 
not require a water right”. The guidelines also state that restored wetlands should have 
characteristics similar to other natural wetlands in the area and should function entirely in the 
absence of artificial controls and diversions of water that intentionally appropriate water for wetland 
use. 

 
This Phase 1 project intends to restore wetland habitat by enhancing existing wetlands through 
grading and revegetation. The restored wetlands will have identical hydrologic and vegetative 
characteristics to existing wetlands in the immediate area. Riverine wetland habitat will be 
converted to shallow open water and emergent wetlands by restoring sinuosity of the 0.6 mile 
reach of straightened and incised stream channel through a newly established channel through the 
approximate 12 acre emergent and scrub-shrub wetland. Wetlands will be located within the 
floodplain and will be very similar in size and habitat characteristics to pre-settlement open water 
wetlands in the area. The small open water wetlands will not involve the construction of any 
berms, dams, or dikes; will not involve any diversion of water; will partially offset the loss of riverine 
wetland habitat; and will not increase water consumption. 
 
 
 
 

 

 G. Will the project result in the development of commercial recreational use on the site (including paid 
access)? Explain: 

 

The Moore Creek Project will result in the development of additional commercial recreational 
access. The owner and managers of Starry Night Lodging and RV Park have committed to 
expanding their existing trail system for visitors that navigates the existing emergent and scrub-
shrub wetland south of the RV park to include paths and interpretational signage along the stream 
post-restoration. The newly installed signage will include educational information about the project, 
its ecological benefits, and highlight project partners. 
 

 

 H. Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity? 

 
No. 
 
 

 
Each approved project applicant must enter into a written agreement with Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks specifying terms and duration of the project. The applicant must obtain all applicable permits 
prior to project construction. A competitive bid process must be followed when using State funds. 
 
V. AUTHORIZING STATEMENT 

 
I (we) hereby declare that the information and all statements to this application are true, complete, and 
accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge and that the project or activity complies with rules of the 
Future Fisheries Improvement Program. 

Applicant Signature:  Date:  
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Submittal: Applications must be signed and received on or before November 15 and May 15 to be 
considered for the subsequent funding period. Late or incomplete applications will be rejected. 
 

Mail to: FWP Future Fisheries Email: Future Fisheries Coordinator 
 Fish Habitat Bureau  FWPFFIP@mt.gov 
 PO Box 200701  (electronic submissions must be signed) 
 Helena, MT 59620-0701  For files over 10MB, use https://transfer.mt.gov and send 

to mmcgree@mt.gov  
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS

 OTHER  
 (Not part of this 

application) 
Personnel***

Survey -$                            -$                              
Design -$                            -$                              

Engineering -$                            -$                              
Permitting 1 Joint Application $7,000.00 7,000.00$                   2,000.00                      5,000.00             7,000.00$                     
Oversight -$                            -$                              

Landowner 
Agreements 2 Contract $500.00 1,000.00$                   500.00                         500.00                1,000.00$                     

Maintenance -$                            -$                              
Sub-Total 8,000.00$                   2,500.00$                    5,500.00$           -$                        8,000.00$                     

Travel
Mileage -$                            -$                              

Per diem -$                            -$                              
Sub-Total -$                            -$                            -$                    -$                        -$                              

-$                            -$                              
-$                            -$                              
-$                            -$                              
-$                            -$                              
-$                            -$                              
-$                            -$                              
-$                            -$                              
-$                            -$                              

Sub-Total -$                            -$                            -$                    -$                        -$                              

Equipment 
Mobilization, 
Clearing and 
Grubbing, 
Construct and 
Decommission 
Clearwater 
Diversion, 
Access and 
Staging 17,000.00$                 6,800.00                      10,200.00           17,000.00$                   

UNIT 
DESCRIPTION*

NUMBER OF 
UNITS

Both tables must be completed or the application will be returned

Construction Materials****

CONTRIBUTIONS
WORK ITEMS 

(Itemize by 
Category)

PROJECT COSTS

Equipment,  Labor, and Mobilization

 MATCH (Cash 
or Services)** 

 FUTURE FISHERIES 
REQUEST  TOTAL  TOTAL COST COST/UNIT

Pages 1 of 4 (Revised 11/14/2023)
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS
Salvage, 
Preserve and 
Transplant 
Existing 
Vegetation 500.00$                      200.00                         300.00                500.00$                        
Excavate, Haul 
and Place 
Channel and 
Floodplain 
Subgrade 
Excavation in 
Repository 
(Reach 1 and 
Reach 2) 28,098.00$                 11,239.00                    16,859.00           28,098.00$                   

Furnish 
Streambed and 
Streambank 
Alluvium, Wood, 
and Streamband 
and Floodplain 
Willow Cuttings 20,873.00$                 8,349.00                      12,524.00           20,873.00$                   

Install Sod Bank 
Structures - 
Type 1 Riffles 7581 feet $6.00 45,486.00$                 18,194.00                    27,292.00           45,486.00$                   

Install Sod Bank 
Structures - 
Type 2 Runs, 
Pools, Glides 2910 feet $10.00 29,100.00$                 11,640.00                    17,460.00           29,100.00$                   

Install Floodplain 
Willow Trenches 2625 feet $1.50 3,938.00$                   1,575.00                      2,362.00             3,937.00$                     

Provide and 
Broadcast Seed 
Floodplain and 
Upland Seed 26.04 LBS $43.78 1,140.00$                   456.00                         684.00                1,140.00$                     
Construction 
Staking and 
Management 17,500.00$                 7,000.00                      10,500.00           17,500.00$                   

Pages 2 of 4 (Revised 11/14/2023)
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS

As-Built and 5 
Year Monitoring 
Reports 5,000.00$                   2,000.00                      3,000.00             5,000.00$                     
Restoration 
Riparian 
Fencing 19870 feet $1.50 29,805.00$                 15,840.00                    14,493.00           30,333.00$                   
Unanticipated 
Expenses 17,503.00$                 7,503.00                      10,000.00           17,503.00$                   

Sub-Total 215,943.00$               90,796.00$                  125,674.00$       -$                        70,336.00$                   
TOTALS 223,943.00$               93,296.00$                  131,174.00$       -$                        78,336.00$                   

IN-KIND CASH TOTAL Secured? (Y/N)
-$                            115,568.00$                115,568.00$       N
-$                            14,493.00$                  14,493.00$         Y
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            130,061.00$                130,061.00$       

(do not include requested funds or contributions not associated with the application)

****The Review Panel recommends a maximum fencing cost of $1.50 per foot. Additional costs may be the responsibility of the applicant and/or partners.

Additional details:

APPLICATION MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS 

CONTRIBUTOR
Department of Environmental Quality-319 Nonpoint Source 

***The Review Panel suggests that design and oversight costs associated with a proposed project not exceed 15% of the total project budget. If design and oversight costs are in 
excess of 15%, applications may require a justification or minimum of two competitive bids for the cost of undertaking the project. For projects that include a maintenance request, 
it must not exceed 10% of the total project cost.

**Can include in-kind materials. Justification for in-kind labor (e.g. hourly rates used). Do not use government salaries as match. Describe here or in text.
*Units = feet, hours, inches, etc. Do not use lump sum unless there is no other way to describe the costs.

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS
(contributions not associated with the application)

Natural Resource Conservation Service-Fencing Cost Share

TOTALS

All of the columns in the budget table and the matching contribution table MUST be completed appropriately or the application will be invalid. Please see the example 
budget sheet for additional clarification.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

Pages 3 of 4 (Revised 11/14/2023)
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS
IN-KIND CASH TOTAL Secured? (Y/N)

3,500.00$                   5,000.00$                    8,500.00$           Y
-$                            5,000.00$                    5,000.00$           Y
-$                            155,000.00$                155,000.00$       Y
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    
-$                            -$                            -$                    

3,500.00$                   165,000.00$                168,500.00$       

CONTRIBUTOR
Madison Conservation District
Madison River Foundation

TOTALS

NorthWestern Energy

Pages 4 of 4 (Revised 11/14/2023)
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USDA-

Practice Schedule
PLUs

Conservation
Practice Lines
9 Fence (382)

Date: 2/10/2022
Goggins_ETR_2022_7403252208G

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender

Prepared with assistance from USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Feet

7520

Client(s): PATRICK J GOGGINS
Location: T5SR1W Sec 33, 28
Madison County, Montana
Approximate Acres: 163.47

Land Units:T10282 field 1, 3

Assisted By: JOHN WAGONER
SHERIDAN FIELD OFFICE

T10282
Field 1
Pasture
78 Ac. 

T10282
Field 3
Pasture
86 Ac.
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Michelle McGree         October 17, 2023 
Future Fisheries Improvement Program 
FWP Fisheries Division 
P.O. Box 200701 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Dear Ms. McGree, 

NorthWestern Energy is providing this letter of support for the Madison Conservation District efforts to pursue a 
Montana FWP Future Fisheries Grant to address fish and wildlife habitat improvements on Moore Creek in 
Madison County, Montana. 

Over the past two years NorthWestern has funded five projects on Moore Creek totaling $155,299. The focus of 
these projects include physical survey, stream restoration planning, stream restoration design and cultural 
resources inventory of nearly 4 miles of lower Moore Creek between the town of Ennis and the mouth. Our goal 
is to improve water quality and fish and wildlife habitat at Moore Creek. 

NorthWestern believes our investment in planning will be attractive to other funding sources interested in 
restoration construction projects. I will add that our riparian habitat restoration projects over the past 22 years 
include monitoring components for birds, native plants and water temperature which clearly measures the 
effectiveness of habitat restoration. We hope these efforts will be viewed favorably by prospective funding 
partners at Moore Creek.   

Please let me know if you need any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

 
Grant Grisak 
Fish Biologist - Hydro License Compliance 
6700 Rainbow Dam Road 
Great Falls, MT 59405 
Grant.Grisak@NorthWestern.com 
O 406-268-2299 
C 406-403-1967  
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October 24, 2023 
 
 
Michelle McGree 
Future Fisheries Improvement Program 
FWP Fisheries Division 
P.O. Box 200701 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
 
Dear Ms. McGree, 
 
I am wri�ng this leter in support of the applica�on for the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Future 
Fisheries Improvement Program presented by Colin Threlkeld, Conserva�on Programs Manager of the 
Madison Conserva�on District.  I represent the ownership of the Starry Night Lodging and RV park 
located at 15 Geyser Street in Ennis, MT 59729.  We own and operate a 112 site RV Park with the stream 
running through the Eastern edge of our property. 
 
Starry Night Lodging and RV operates 6 RV Parks and two hotels in Montana.  Our mission it to provide a 
more sustainable approach to travel and educate travelers so they become more aware of their impact 
on the environment and communi�es they visit.  Water awareness is a primary focus for us, as we try to 
engage with, and inform guests about water protec�on and conserva�on.  We currently volunteer for 
river clean-ups at many of our proper�es, including the Galla�n, Clarks Fork and Flathead.  In fact, we 
serve as Watershed Stewards with the Galla�n Watershed Council, and have raised funds for the 
organiza�on, volunteered for mul�ple river clean-up events, and even installed two rain gardens in 
Bozeman to help reduce pollutants entering the storm drain system.  Each of these projects included 
signage explaining the water cycle and the importance of natural filtra�on. 
 
In addi�on to the partnership with Galla�n Watershed Council, we also partner with Project WET, an 
interna�onal nonprofit based in Bozeman.  Project WET trains our staff on the importance of water 
conserva�on, so we can beter educate our guests.  We also hand out free ac�vity books to children, 
which help teach them about water conserva�on.  We hope to perform mul�ple fun live watershed 
ac�vi�es in the coming summer of 2024 as well. 
 
Each of our proper�es u�lizes rain catchment systems to help conserve natural water sources and use 
them for watering our community gardens.  We use signage to educate guests about the role rain 

Moore Creek restoration project phase 1 015-2024



catchment can play in reducing storm water run-off, erosion and water conserva�on.  We also 
incorporate this into our community garden educa�on when we give away the produce in the fall. 
 
With regards to this project, we have dedicated mul�ple hours to understanding the need and plan.  We 
are excited to see the stream path restored through our property and hope to turn it into another 
educa�onal opportunity for the community and our guests.  That area of our property already includes a 
walking trail, but we hope to build on this once the work is done.  This would include the installa�on of a 
more defined pathway with signage about the project, the watershed and steps guests can take to 
protect and conserve water.  We will work with Project WET and any other partners that are interested in 
helping to create fun and engaging informa�on, which can include logos or men�ons of those 
organiza�ons that helped to make the project happen.   
 
We look forward to par�cipa�ng in this important project and then invi�ng our guests and the 
community to enjoy our trails and educa�onal messages to help raise awareness about the need for 
healthy watershed to reduce pollutants and erosion, while promo�ng a natural habitat for wildlife.  
 
Please feel free to contact me with any ques�ons. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Eric Sheckleton 
 
 
 
Owner 
Starry Night Lodging and RV 
(406)670-6326 
eric@starrynightlodging.com 
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                                                                   Upper Moore Creek BEHI Data Summary

1August 2022

Upper Moore Creek Bank Erodibility Hazard Index 
Data Summary Report

Goggins Reach
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                                                                            Upper Moore Creek BEHI Data Summary

2August 2022
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2. Sediment Yield Figures
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Figure 3: Bar chart of sediment yield by BEHI category for Upper Moore Creek. 
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5August 2022

3. SITE PHOTOS

      

Figure 4: Representative in-stream conditions at upper Moore Creek.

        

      

Figure 5: Representative straightened section of channel (left) and eroding bank (right).
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4. BEHI DATA FORMS

Figure 6: BEHI data form and representative bank.
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Figure 7: BEHI data form and representative bank.
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Figure 8: BEHI data and representative bank.
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Figure 9: BEHI data form and representative bank.
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Figure 10: BEHI data form and representative bank.
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Figure 11: BEHI data form and representative bank.
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