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This document contains a description of the license years 1996 to 2002 Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Statistics data file. This file was exported from the Harvest Surveys Hunting and Harvest Statistics Oracle database. It contains all the statistics used to produce the report tables printed in the 2002 Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Report (11/5/2003), 1997 to 2001 Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Report (10/22/2002), and the 1996 Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Report (11/4/1997). The data is distributed in a Comma Separated Value ASCII text file where character values are quoted and numeric values are not. Numeric values were exported to 2 decimal places. Undefined and otherwise null values are flagged as –9.9. Headers are not included. The data file has the extension *.Csv. It is accompanied by a *.sch file which provides file format and column type information. This data description document is included in the 2002 Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Report as Appendix A, and as a stand alone “rich text format” document included with the compressed data file. Descriptions and column definitions for the data file are given below. See the full report for further information and explanations of the analysis methods used to produce the statistical estimates.

BbHh02to96_031105.Csv – 1996 to 2002 Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Statistics Data Table

(Across years estimates last assembled 11/5/2003.)

· LicYr (License Year): 1996 .. 2002. A license year runs from March of the given calendar year through February of the following calendar year.

· Loc (Location): STA=Statewide; R01..R07,R09=Regional 1..7,Unknown; ###=Hunting District Code. Bear hunting districts are also called Bear Management Units.

· Season: ALL=Both seasons combined, S=Spring season, F=Fall season.

· Res (Residency and type of license): ALL=Both MT residents and non-residents. R=Residents of MT, N=Nonresidents. License Type=RSpo (R Sportsperson License with Bear), RBear (R Bear License), NBear (N Bear License).

· Sort_LY, Sort_Loc, Sort_Seas, Sort_Res: Assist in sorting the records by the variables defined above.
· Sales: Number of Black Bear licenses issued for the given Residency (and License Type).

· Exp_Fact (Expansion Factor): Sales of bear licenses of given residency and type, divided by survey respondents holding that license type (returned valid survey responses used in analysis).

· Hunt (Hunters): Point estimate of number of license holders actively hunting.

· Hunt_L (Hunters Lower Bound): Lower 80% confidence bound on hunters.

· Hunt_U (Hunters Upper Bound): Upper 80% confidence bound on hunters.

· DistHunt (Districts Hunted): Sum of number of Hunting Districts reported in by active hunters. Used in computation of various meaningful hunting effort ratios.

· HDays (Hunter Days): Sum of number of days or partial days spent bear hunting by active hunters.

· HDays_L (Hunter Days Lower Bound): Lower 80% confidence bound on hunter days.

· HDays_U (Hunter Days Upper Bound): Upper 80% confidence bound on hunter days.

· Harv (Harvest): Point estimate of number of bears harvested.

· Harv_L (Harv Low Bnd): Lower bound of 80% confidence interval on harvest.

· Harv_U (Harv Up Bnd): Upper bound of 80% confidence interval on harvest.

· PctSucc (Percent Success): Percent of active hunters that successfully harvested a bear.

· HarvU (Harvest of Unknown Sex): Point estimate of number of bears harvested of unknown sex.

· HarvF (Harvest of Females): Point estimate of number of female bears harvested.

· HarvM (Harvest of Males): Point estimate of number of male bears harvested.

· TP_U (Harvest during Unknown Time Period): Point estimate of harvest where time period was unknown.

· TP_1 (Harvest during Time Period 1): Point estimate of harvest during time period 1, Spring-April.

· TP_2 (Harvest during Time Period 2): Point estimate of harvest during time period 2, Spring-May.

· TP_3 (Harvest during Time Period 3): Point estimate of harvest during time period 3, Spring-June.

· TP_4 (Harvest during Time Period 4): Point estimate of harvest during time period 4, Fall-September.

· TP_5 (Harvest during Time Period 5): Point estimate of harvest during time period 5, Fall-October before start of general big game season.

· TP_6 (Harvest during Time Period 6): Point estimate of harvest during time period 6, Fall-October and early November, 1st week of general big game season.

· TP_7 (Harvest during Time Period 7): Point estimate of harvest during time period 7, Fall-November after 1st week of general big game season.

Various ratios and percents further describing Black Bear hunting effort and harvest success can be computed based on these provided statistics. Please refer to the 2002 Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Report for definitions of these ratios and percents and examples of their use.

Black Bear Hunting and Harvest Statistics were computed for certain combinations and groupings of values of the 3 variables Loc, Season, and Residency, within each License Year:

Loc

Season

Residency (& LicType)
Explanation

STA

ALL

ALL

Statewide, Season combined, Residency combined.

STA

ALL

R&N

Statewide, Season combined, Residency Res & Non-res.

STA

ALL

RSpo RBear, NBear
Statewide, Season combined, Residency to specific license type.

STA

S&F

ALL

Statewide, Season Spring/Fall, Residency combined.

STA

S&F

R&N

Statewide, Season Spring/Fall, Residency Res & Non-res.

STA

S&F

RSpo RBear, NBear
Statewide, Season Spring/Fall, Residency to specific license type.

R01..R07,R09
ALL

ALL

Regional, Season combined, Residency combined.

R01..R07,R09
ALL

R&N

Regional, Season combined, Residency Res & Non-res.

R01..R07,R09
ALL

RSpo RBear, NBear
Regional, Season combined, Residency to specific license type.

R01..R07,R09
S&F

ALL

Regional, Season Spring/Fall, Residency combined.

R01..R07,R09
S&F

R&N

Regional, Season Spring/Fall, Residency Res & Non-res.

R01..R07,R09
S&F

RSpo RBear, NBear
Regional, Season Spring/Fall, Residency to specific license type.

District ###
ALL

ALL

By District, Season sombined, Residency combined.

District ###
ALL

R&N

By District, Season combined, Residency Res & Non-res.

District ###
S&F

ALL

By District, Season Spring/Fall, Residency combined.

District ###
S&F

R&N

By District, Season Spring/Fall, Residency Res & Non-res.
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