
FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION 
All sections must be addressed, or the application will be considered invalid 

 

I. APPLICANT INFORMATION

A. Applicant Name:

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip: 

Telephone: E-mail:

B. Contact Person (if
different than applicant):

Address:

City: State: Zip: 

Telephone: E-mail:

C. Landowner and/or Lessee Name
(if different than applicant):

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip: 

Telephone: E-mail:

II. PROJECT INFORMATION

A. Project Name:

River, stream, or lake:

Location: Township: Range: Section: 
Latitude: Longitude:  Within project (decimal degrees) 

County:

B. Purpose of Project: (high level, focus on why the project is important)
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C. Brief Project Description (attach additional information to end of application). Please include the
anticipated construction schedule:

D. What was the cause of habitat degradation and how will the project correct the cause?

*permits/agreements in file Blacktail Creek Restoration 001-2025



E. Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated (project extent):
Length/size of impact, if larger than project extent (e.g., stream miles opened):

F. Project Budget Summary:
Grant Request (Dollars): $ 

Matching Dollars: $ 
Matching In-Kind Services:* $ 
*salaries of government employees are not considered matching contributions

Other Contributions (not used as match) $ 
Total Project Cost: $ 

G. Attach itemized (line item) budget – see budget template

H. Attach project location map(s) that include:
Extent of the project, including context (relation to major landmark or town) 

Indication of public and private property 

Riparian buffer locations and widths (if applicable) and grazing locations 
I. Attach project plans:

Detailed sketches or plan views with the location and proposed restoration 

Pre-project photographs (GPS location strongly recommended) 

If water leasing or water salvage is involved, attach a supplemental questionnaire 
(https://myfwp.mt.gov/getRepositoryFile?objectID=36110) 

J. Attach letters or statements of support (e.g., landowner consent, community or public support). For
FWP statement, attach provided template. List any other project partners:

III. MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING (attach additional information to end of application): 

A. 
A 20-year maintenance commitment is required*. Please confirm that you will ensure 
this protection and describe your approach. Attach any relevant maintenance plans.  
*If it is a water leasing project, describe the length of the agreement.

 Yes    No 

B. 
Will grazing be part of or adjacent to the project? If so, describe or attach land management plans, 
including short term and long term grazing regimes. If the landowner is not the applicant, please 
describe their involvement in the project. If you want assistance with grazing plan development, note your need. 
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C. 
Will the project be monitored to determine if goals were met? If so, what are the short-term and 
long-term plans to assess benefits and lessons learned? Were pre-project data collected? Will 
monitoring information be shared with FWP? 

IV. PROJECT BENEFITS (attach additional information to end of application):

A. What species of fish will benefit from this project?

B. How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat?

C. What is the expected improvement to fish populations, both short term and long term? How might
the project translate to angler success?
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D. Will the project increase public fishing opportunity for wild fish and, if so, how? Is public fishing
allowed onsite? Is it allowed by permission? If not, describe how the public would benefit.

E. Aside from angling, what local or large-scale public benefits will be realized from this project?

F. Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners? (explain):

G. Will the project result in the development of commercial recreational use on the site (including paid
access)? Explain:

H. Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity?

Each approved project applicant must enter into a written agreement with Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks specifying terms and duration of the project. The applicant must obtain all applicable permits 
prior to project construction. A competitive bid process must be followed when using State funds. 

V. AUTHORIZING STATEMENT
I (we) hereby declare that the information and all statements to this application are true, complete, and
accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge and that the project or activity complies with rules of the
Future Fisheries Improvement Program.

Applicant Signature: Date: 

Submittal: Applications must be signed and received on or before November 15 and May 15 to be 
considered for the subsequent funding period. Late or incomplete applications will be rejected. 

Mail to: FWP Future Fisheries Email: Future Fisheries Coordinator 
Fish Habitat Bureau FWPFFIP@mt.gov 
PO Box 200701 (electronic submissions must be signed) 
Helena, MT 59620-0701 For files over 10MB, use https://transfer.mt.gov and send 

to mmcgree@mt.gov  
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS 
 

 

Both tables must be completed or the application will be returned 
PROJECT COSTS CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
 

WORK ITEMS (Itemize by Category) 
NUMBER 
OF UNITS 

UNIT 
DESCRIPTION* 

 
 

COST/UNIT 

 
 

TOTAL 

FUTURE 
FISHERIES 
REQUEST 

MATCH (Cash or 
Services)** 

OTHER 
(Not part of this 

application) 

 
 

TOTAL 
Personnel***  

Survey 1 LS $ 15,000 $ 15,000  $ 15,000  $ 15,000 
Design/Engineering 1 LS $ 190,000 $ 190,000  $ 190,000  $ 190,000 

Permitting 1 LS $ 175,000 $ 175,000  $ 175,000  $ 175,000 
Oversight 1 LS $ 80,000 $ 80,000  $ 80,000  $ 80,000 

NRDP Project Management 1 LS $ 30,000 $ 30,000   $ 30,000 $ 30,000 
         
   Sub-Total $ 490,000 $ - $ 460,000 $ 30,000 $ 490,000 
Travel  

Mileage site visits/meetings      

Per diem 0 EA $ - $ -   $ - $ - 
   Sub-Total $ - $ - $ - $ - $ - 
Construction Materials****  

36" Diameter Boulders 244 EA $ 200 $ 24,400  $ 24,400  $ 24,400 
Riprap 164 CY $ 75 $ 10,300  $ 10,300  $ 10,300 
Cobbles (8" Diameter) 160 CY $ 50 $ 8,000 $ 4,000 $ 4,000  $ 8,000 
Geotextile Separation Fabric 665 YD2 $ 10 $ 6,650  $ 6,650  $ 6,650 
Bedding Gravel 35 CY $ 50 $ 1,750  $ 1,750  $ 1,750 
12" HDPE Pipe 14 LF $ 140 $ 1,960  $ 1,960  $ 1,960 
15" PVC Pipe 22 LF $ 150 $ 3,300  $ 3,300  $ 3,300 
18" HDPE Pipe 137 LF $ 115 $ 15,755  $ 15,755  $ 15,755 
24" RCP Pipe 79 LF $ 125 $ 9,875  $ 9,875  $ 9,875 
Golf Course Sod 1,500 FT2 $ 8 $ 12,000  $ 12,000  $ 12,000 
Upland Soil Seeding/Planting 2 AC $ 5,000 $ 9,500  $ 9,500  $ 9,500 
Riparian Soil Seeding/Planting 1 AC $ 5,000 $ 1,350  $ 1,350  $ 1,350 
Agridrain 1 LS $ 10,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ -  $ 5,000 
Coanda Screen, Type A0.25 1 LS $ 17,500 $ 17,500  $ 17,500  $ 17,500 
Cistern and Stilling Vaults 1 LS $ 10,000 $ 10,000  $ 10,000  $ 10,000 
Sediment Vault, Pipe Connections, & Sluice Gate 1 LS $ 11,500 $ 11,500  $ 11,500  $ 11,500 
Granular Fill Material 69 CY $ 30 $ 2,070  $ 2,070  $ 2,070 
Erosion Control Blanket 2,753 YD2 $ 6 $ 8,518 $ 8,000 $ 518  $ 8,518 
Willow Stakes 325 EA $ 5 $ 825  $ 825  $ 825 
Junction Structure (4' Diameter) 1 EA $ 5,700 $ 5,700  $ 5,700  $ 5,700 
Concrete Sewer Casing Patch 1 LS $ 1,500 $ 1,500  $ 1,500  $ 1,500 
Flared End Section (18" HDPE) 1 EA $ 1,000 $ 1,000  $ 1,000  $ 1,000 
Flared End Section (24" RCP) 2 EA $ 1,500 $ 3,000  $ 3,000  $ 3,000 
         

   Sub-Total $ 171,453 $ 17,000 $ 154,453.00 $ - $ 171,453 
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS 
 

 

Additional details: 

 
  

Equipment, Labor, and Mobilization  

Mobilization 1 LS $ 75,000 $ 75,000  $ 75,000  $ 75,000 
Taxes Bonds, and Insurance 1 LS $ 10,000 $ 10,000  $ 10,000  $ 10,000 
Utilities Coordination 1 CY $ 5,000 $ 5,000  $ 5,000  $ 5,000 
Erosion Control 1 LS $ 18,000 $ 18,000  $ 18,000  $ 18,000 
Clearing and Grubbing 1 LS $ 8,500 $ 4,250 $ 4,250  $ 4,250 
Dewatering 1 LS $ 50,000 $ 50,000 $ 50,000  $ 50,000 
Topsoil Salvage and Place 1,826 CY $ 15 $ 13,695 $ 13,695 $ -  $ 13,695 
Excavation & Grading 8,152 CY $ 25 $ 173,800 $ 30,000 $ 143,800  $ 173,800 
Fill and Grading 121 CY $ 30 $ 1,815  $ 1,815  $ 1,815 
Excess Fill Placement 2,000 CY $ 5 $ 5,000  $ 5,000  $ 5,000 
Excess Fill Disposal 6,100 CY $ 15 $ 91,500  $ 91,500  $ 91,500 
Remove and Replace Cart Path 510 YD2 $ 35 $ 17,850  $ 17,850  $ 17,850 
        $ - 
   Sub-Total $ 465,910 $ 43,695 $ 422,215 $ - $ 465,910 

TOTALS $ 1,127,363 $ 60,695 $ 1,036,668 $  30,000 $ 1,127,363 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS: 
All of the columns in the budget table and the matching contribution table MUST be completed appropriately or the application will be invalid.  Please see the example budget sheet 
for additional clarification. 

*Units = feet, hours, inches, etc. Do not use lump sum unless there is no other way to describe the costs. 
**Can include in-kind materials. Justification for in-kind labor (e.g. hourly rates used). Do not use government salaries as match. Describe here or in text. 

***The Review Panel suggests that design and oversight costs associated with a proposed project not exceed 15% of the total project budget. If design and oversight costs are in excess of 
15%, applications may require a justification or minimum of two competitive bids for the cost of undertaking the project. For projects that include a maintenance request, it must not exceed 10% 
of the total project cost. 

****The Review Panel recommends a maximum fencing cost of $1.50 per foot. Additional costs may be the responsibility of the applicant and/or partners. 
 

 
APPLICATION MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS 

(do not include requested funds or contributions not associated with the application) 
CONTRIBUTOR IN-KIND CASH TOTAL Secured? (Y/N) 
BCC $ 10,000 $ - $ 10,000 Y 
BSB $ 5,000 $ - $ 5,000 Y 
NRDP $ - $ 1,036,668 $ 1,036,668 Y 
 $ - $ - $ -  

TOTALS $ 15,000 $ 1,036,668 $ 1,051,668.00  
 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 
(contributions not associated with the application) 
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS 
 

 

CONTRIBUTOR IN-KIND CASH TOTAL Secured? (Y/N) 
NRDP Staff Time (Project Management) $ 30,000 $ - $ 30,000 Y 
DEQ 319 Grant (Applied November 1, 2024) $ - $ 50,000 $ 50,000 N 
Butte Area One Settlement (Pending consideration by Council and approval by Trustee) $ - $ 100,000 $ 100,000 N 
Bonneville Power Administration Grant (for fish screens) $ - $ - $ - N 
USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife $ - $ - $ - N 
 $ - $ - $ -  

TOTALS $ 30,000 $ 150,000 $ 180,000  
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LETTERS 
OF 

SUPPORT
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Future Fisheries Improvement Program 

Appendix: FWP Statement 

Project Title:  

Please describe the potential impact of the project, including the priorities of the Fisheries Division and the 
importance to Montana’s anglers. 
 

 

Name of FWP Biologist  Date:  

Please attach to the FFIP application and materials and submit according to listed deadlines. 
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Clark Fork Coalition    PO Box 7593 Missoula, MT 59807    406.542.0539    www.clarkfork.org 

                                                                                              11 November 2024                                                                 
 

 
 
 

 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Fisheries Division 
Michelle McGree - Future Fisheries Coordinator 
1420 E. Sixth Ave. 
Helena, MT 59620-0701 
  
RE: Letter of support for Blacktail Creek Restoration Project  
  
Dear Future Fisheries Improvement Program Grants Review Panel,  
I am writing to express the Clark Fork Coalition’s support for NRDP’s proposed project, 
“Blacktail Creek Restoration Project.”   
The Clark Fork Coalition (CFC) is a member-based nonprofit (501c3) river conservation 
organization founded in 1985 with a mission to protect and restore the 14-million-acre Clark 
Fork River watershed in western Montana. Our dedicated staff have implemented many 
restoration projects to reconnect tributaries and improve aquatic habitat in the Upper Clark Fork 
watershed since we initiated our restoration program in 2009.   
Aquatic and riparian resources of Blacktail Creek have been injured by hazardous substances 
released from mining and mineral-processing operations near Butte and Anaconda. In 1983, the 
State of Montana (State) filed a lawsuit against the Atlantic Richfield Co. for injuries to the 
State’s natural resources in the Upper Clark Fork River basin. The State settled this lawsuit 
which established the Upper Clark Fork River Basin (UCFRB) Restoration Fund. The UCFRB 
Restoration Funds are State of Montana funds administered by the Natural Resource Damage 
Program (NRDP) and must be used to restore, rehabilitate, replace, and/or acquire the equivalent 
of the injured natural resources as defined in NRDP’s Upper Clark Fork River Basin Aquatic and 
Terrestrial Resources Restoration Plans.    
These Restoration Plans prioritize fish passage, fish entrainment, and water quality, all of which 
will be addressed with this project. This project will be primarily funded by the UCFRB 
Restoration Fund; however, we support NRDP and other project partners seeking match for the 
project. We also support any refinements to the project scope or design that improve the cost-
effectiveness or increase the resource benefits to Blacktail Creek.    
CFC supports this project, and we look forward to working with NRDP and other project 
partners on this project and other projects in the Upper Clark Fork River basin.   
Regards,  
 

 
Brian C. Chaffin, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
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November 5, 2024 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Fisheries Division 
Michelle McGree - Future Fisheries Coordinator 
1420 E. Sixth Ave. 
Helena, MT 59620-0701 
 
RE: Letter of support for Blacktail Creek Restoration Project  
  
Dear Review Panel,  
  
I am writing to express Montana Trout Unlimited’s (MTU) support for NRDPs proposed project, “Blacktail 

Creek Restoration Project.”   
  
Aquatic and riparian resources of Blacktail Creek have been injured by hazardous substances, released from 
mining and mineral-processing operations in the Butte and Anaconda areas. In 1983, the State of Montana (State) 
filed a lawsuit against the Atlantic Richfield Co., for injuries to the State’s natural resources in the Upper Clark 
Fork River Basin (UCFRB).  The State settled this lawsuit which established the UCFRB Restoration Fund.  The 
UCFRB Restoration Fund are State funds, administered by the Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) and 
must be used to restore, rehabilitate, replace, or acquire the equivalent of the injured natural resources as defined in 
our UCFRB Aquatic and Terrestrial Resources Restoration Plans (Restoration Plans).    
 
These Restoration Plans prioritize fish passage, fish entrainment, and water quality all of which will be addressed 
with this project. This project will be primarily funded by the UCFRB Restoration Fund; however, this fund is 
limited and in order to address additional priority projects in the UCFRB we are seeking match funding from our 
project partners. Because of the emphasis on fisheries issues, and that Trout Unlimited has identified this project 
and project area as a priority for years, MTU fully endorses the use of FFIP funds to complement UCFRB funding 
to get this important fishery and water quality work done. 
 
Through implementation of this project, fish will have greater access to spawning habitat in the upper reaches of 
Blacktail Creek. Entrainment of fish into the Butte County Club irrigation system will also be eliminated. The 
improved access to spawning habitat and eliminated entrainment should improve fisheries in both Blacktail Creek 
and Silver Bow Creek. Silver Bow Creek has become a popular local fishery since remediation was implemented 
in the 1990’s and trout returned to the creek about a decade ago. Westslope cutthroat trout from Blacktail Creek are 
one of the main sources of fish for Silver Bow Creek. Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks telemetry work completed 
in 2023 and 2024 suggested that nearly all westslope cutthroat trout in the upper reaches of Silver Bow Creek are 
using Blacktail Creek to spawn. 
  
Founded in 1964, Montana Trout Unlimited is the only statewide grassroots organization dedicated solely to 
conserving, protecting, and restoring Montana’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. On behalf of MTU’s 
more than 5,000 members and supports in Montana, including local chapters that prize the upper Clark Fork River 
and its fisheries, we look forward to working with NRDP and other project partners on this project and other 
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projects in the Upper Clark Fork River Basin.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
David Brooks  
Executive Director, Montana Trout Unlimited  
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	Applicant Name: State of Montana Department of Justice, Natural Resource Damage Program
	Mailing Address: 1720 9th Ave.
	City: Helena
	State: MT
	Zip: 59601
	Telephone: 406-444-0205
	Email: nrdp@mt.gov
	different than applicant: Jim Ford
	Address: 1720 9th Ave.
	City_2: Helena
	State_2: MT
	Zip_2: 59601
	Telephone_2: 406-439-2108
	Email_2: jford@mt.gov
	if different than applicant: Butte Country Club (BCC) and Butte-Silver Bow County (BSB)
	Mailing Address_2: BCC - 3400 Elizabeth Warren Ave, BSB - 155 W Granite St
	City_3: Butte
	State_3: MT
	Zip_3: 59701
	Telephone_3: BCC-494-2394 BSB-497-6519
	Email_3: buttecc@gmail.com, mneary@bsb.mt.gov
	Project Name: Blacktail Creek Restoration Project
	River stream or lake: Blacktail Creek (Butte, MT)
	Township: T3N
	Range: R7W
	Section: 10
	Latitude: 455837.41
	Longitude: 1122956.91
	County: Butte-Silver Bow County
	Purpose of Project: The purpose of this project is to improve fish passage, reduce fish entrainment, and improve habitat and geomorphic stability. 

This project has two major components: the Butte Country Club (BCC) diversion structure and irrigation improvement component and the Butte-Silver Bow County (BSB) fish passage/sewer line component. These project's parts have the goal of improving fish passage, reducing fish entrainment, and aquatic/floodplain habitat improvement.

	Brief Project Description attach additional information to end of application: The restoration actions in Blacktail Creek will restore stream and riparian functions that promote natural processes and address fish passage, fish entrainment, and water quality impairments. Stream and floodplain reconstruction will improve groundwater storage and create ideal conditions for riparian plants to become established. The combination of increased floodplain connection and healthy riparian plant communities will allow for the natural uptake of excess nutrients from the creek.

This section of Blacktail Creek is geomorphically unstable with a severe head-cut and bank erosion at the sewer line. Because of this the creek bed has cut down at least 4 feet exposing approximately 3 feet of the sewer line, which at one time was buried beneath the creek. The combination of these two projects will reconstruct a functioning floodplain, stream banks and bed, and creek geomorphology to address the current conditions. The BCC Irrigation component of the project will also remove a stormwater outfall which currently discharges to the creek and relocate it to discharge to the newly segregated irrigation pond.

This project has two major components: the Butte Country Club (BCC) diversion structure and irrigation improvement component and the Butte-Silver Bow County (BSB) fish passage/sewer line component.

Butte Country Club (BCC) diversion structure and irrigation improvement component - Currently the BCC is permitted to dam Blacktail Creek for irrigation. This project would separate their irrigation from the creek allowing the creek to flow free, reconstruct the creek and floodplain, and construct a diversion and fish screen (minimize fish entrainment) for the newly separated irrigation source. Located on BCC property.

Butte-Silver Bow County (BSB) fish passage/sewer line component - This component consists of constructing two rock weirs and step pools to provide upstream and downstream fish passage; stabilization and revegetation of stream banks. Located on Butte-Silver Bow property just upstream of BCC property line.

Both these project parts have a primary goal of improving: fish passage, fish entrainment, and riparian and aquatic habitat. The projects also improve water quality through reconstruction of the floodplain to produce a geomorphically stable creek. In addition to water quality improvements, the project will increase shading to the stream which will help keep stream temperatures cool and reduce evaporation.

These two project components were combined for permitting efficiency. All permits have been received and two of three necessary access agreements have been executed. Construction is anticipated Fall and Winter 2025-2026. Construction is anticipated to start on the fall of 2025 with completion in early spring 2026.

	What was the cause of habitat degradation and how will the project correct the cause: BCC diversion structure and irrigation improvement component - Degradation was caused by both historic channel manipulation and the current irrigation infrastructure. Moving irrigation off the active creek will improve stream form and function through the site. The fish screen will eliminate entrainment of native trout into the BCC irrigation system.
BSB fish passage/sewer line component - Head cutting caused by geomorphic instability. This project will use step pools to bring the stream bed to an elevation that makes the sewer line passable and control grade into the future.

	Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated project extent: In total ~700 feet
	Lengthsize of impact if larger than project extent eg stream miles opened: unclear
	undefined: 60695
	undefined_2: 1036668
	undefined_3: 15000
	undefined_4: 150000
	undefined_5: 1127363
	Extent of the project including context relation to major landmark or town: On
	Indication of public and private property: On
	Riparian buffer locations and widths if applicable and grazing locations: On
	Detailed sketches or plan views with the location and proposed restoration: On
	Preproject photographs GPS location strongly recommended: On
	fish biologist support List any other project partners: Support letters from project partners including the Watershed Restoration Coalition, Clark Fork Coalition, and Montana Trout Unlimited are attached.  Support letters from the landowners, Butte County Club and Butte-Silver Bow are attached. FWP has provided a statement. 
	Yes: On
	If it is a water leasing project describe the length of the agreement:  NRDP has access agreements with  the Butte Country Club for the irrigation portion and Butte-Silver Bow County for the sewer line portion of the projects.  These access agreements have a maintenance provision which required BCC and BSB to maintenance these improvement for at least 20 years.  
	describe their involvement in the project If you want assistance with grazing plan development note your need: No grazing is not allowed for either components of the project.
	No: Off
	Water: Off
	monitoring information be shared with FWP: FWP has identified the two components of this project as a priority for restoration funds. FWP has historically done performed  fish population surveys on within  the BCC portion of Blacktail Creek and in downstream reaches of Blacktail Creek and Silver Bow Creek. These surveys will continue after the project is completed. FWP also completed a telemetry study of westslope cutthroat trout and brook trout in the drainage in 2023 and 2024 and found the sewer line to be a barrier for migrating cutthroat. We anticipate the project will address this issue; however monitoring could be performed to confirm passage through the site after the project.



Long term project monitoring will be performed in accordance with the Upper Clark Fork River Basin Aquatic Resources Restoration Plan, Monitoring and Maintenance Plan https://dojmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/DRAFT_UCFRB-Monitoring-and-Maintenance-Plan_02.03.2015.pdf




	What species of fish will benefit from this project: Westslope cutthroat trout 
	How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat: Blacktail Creek will be allowed to flow through the project area without an on-stream irrigation dam and pond. The stream banks and floodplain will be reconstructed for better function. This will benefit both physical fish habitat and water quality (i.e. temperature). The project will also allow migratory cutthroat from Silver Bow Creek to get to and from about 15 miles of spawning habitat in Blacktail Creek that is currently limited at some flow conditions.
	the project translate to angler success: Fish will have greater access to spawning habitat in the upper reaches of Blacktail Creek. Entrainment of fish into the BCC irrigation system will also be eliminated. The improved access to spawning habitat and eliminated entrainment should improve fisheries in both Blacktail Creek and Silver Bow Creek.



Silver Bow Creek has become a popular local fishery since remediation was completed and trout returned to the creek about a decade ago. Westslope cutthroat trout from Blacktail Creek are one of the main sources of fish for upper Silver Bow Creek. FWP telemetry work completed in 2023 and 2024 suggested that nearly all westslope cutthroat trout in the upper reaches of Silver Bow Creek are using Blacktail Creek to spawn.


	allowed onsite If not describe how the public would access the project benefits: The public will benefit by more fish reaching the upper reaches of Blacktail Creek to spawn and therefore more production of trout for Silver Bow Creek. There are numerous access points throughout Blacktail and Silver Bow Creek for fishing. Much of Silver Bow Creek is on public property where fishing access is good.
	Aside from angling what local or largescale public benefits will be realized from this project: There will be better flood control for the BCC irrigation area and geomorphic stability for the sewer line.
	Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners explain: There is no conflict with adjacent landowners.  All permits, including FEMAs no net rise analysis have been received.
	access Explain: The BCC runs a commercial golf course.
	Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity: No
	Please describe the potential impact of the project including the priorities of the Fisheries Division and the: Blacktail Creek Restoration Project
	importance to Montanas anglers: Blacktail Creek is one of just three tributaries to Silver Bow Creek that maintains a genetically unaltered population of westslope cutthroat trout (WCT). Recent telemetry work by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) in the drainage suggests that Blacktail Creek is the primary spawning tributary for a struggling population of WCT in upper Silver Bow Creek.  Long-term viability of WCT in Silver Bow Creek will be greatly enhanced by fully connecting populations and habitat in the three major tributaries, including Blacktail Creek, to the mainstem of Silver Bow Creek. 

The Blacktail Creek Restoration Project has been a priority for coordinated restoration efforts between FWP and the Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) for over a decade. The project aims to improve upstream and downstream passage for migratory WCT at two locations, reduce entrainment into irrigation infrastructure, and improve stream form and function by removing an irrigation pond that is currently connected to Blacktail Creek. 

Many of the major fish passage issues in the drainage have been addressed by NRDP restoration funds over the past decade. The two pieces of infrastructure this project aims to address are the last known fish passage issues in the drainage that are yet to be addressed or remain unfunded. The primary benefit of this project is addressing the diversion on the Butte Country Club and the Butte-Silver Bow County sewer line crossing. Addressing passage at these two sites will fully connect roughly 15 miles of occupied WCT habitat in upper Blacktail Creek, most of which is spawning habitat. Telemetry tagged fish in 2023 highlighted the passage issues related to the infrastructure this project proposes to address. 

This project will enhance and protect the WCT fishery in Silver Bow Creek into the future and help ensure it remains robust enough to support the growing interest in this resource from anglers. With these benefits in mind, I urge you to consider this funding request. The proposed project will help ensure that WCT remain viable in Silver Bow Creek and Blacktail Creek, ultimately adding resiliency to this WCT population. Please feel free to reach out with any questions as you evaluate this project for funding.

Caleb Uerling
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Fisheries Biologist – Upper Clark Fork River
caleb.uerling@mt.gov 406-493-2694
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