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ABSTRACT

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) manages around 100 ponds in Region 7.  Thirty-three of these ponds were visited by FWP Fisheries staff in 2023.  Fifteen of the managed ponds had fishable populations of target species, fifteen ponds were only checked for depth and three ponds had no fish present.  One new pond was visited in 2023.  Wild fish were transferred into four ponds by FWP in 2023.  Yellow Perch from Maier Reservoir were transferred into Spotted Eagle.  Fathead Minnows from three sources were transferred into Baker Lake and two sources into Spotted Eagle.  Largemouth Bass from Marshall Reservoir were transferred into Spotted Eagle and Harlin Steiger Pond.  Channel Catfish from the Yellowstone River at Intake were transferred into Hollecker Lake and Walleye from the Yellowstone River at Intake were transferred into Hollecker and Spotted Eagle.  Pond anglers in FWP region 7 are likely to see varying success in 2024 as ponds in some parts of the region refilled, some gained water but did not fill, and some ponds continue to suffer the effects of drought and winterkill.  The current winter is not likely to provide additional runoff unless conditions change.

PROCEDURES

Ponds are classified as either managed or new.  Managed ponds are those that are currently stocked by Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP).  New ponds are those that have not been sampled or stocked by FWP in the last 20 years.  Pond depths were measured using a Lucky Wireless portable depth finder.  Pond locations were recorded using township, range, and section as well as GPS coordinates in decimal degrees, geographic projection NAD 1983.  Fish populations were sampled using one or a combination of the following: modified fyke nets with 4 x 6.5-foot frames of 0.5-inch mesh (bar measure), experimental sinking gill nets with 25 foot panels of 0.75, 1.0, 1.25, 1.5, and 2.0-inch mesh (bar measure) for an overall length of 125 feet, bag seine 100-foot-long by 0.25-inch mesh, mini-fyke nets with a 2 x 4-foot frame of 1/8th-inch mesh (bar measure), electrofishing with 14-foot flat bottom boat, 3500-watt generator, Smith-Root GPP 5.0, dual boom anode, ½ inch-mesh dip net and a single netter and/or hook and line.  All fish were identified and counted, a sub-sample of up to 40 fish per species were measured for total length (mm) and weight (g).  


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Wild Fish Transfer and Hatchery Stocking

Wild fish transfers are currently being used as a tool to augment existing populations of game or forage fish, and to start new populations where they currently do not exist.  Cherry Creek Reservoir, Coal Creek Reservoir, Grants Reservoir, Marshall Reservoir, Maier Reservoir and the Yellowstone River at Intake were used as the donor sources in 2023 (Table 1).  Yellow Perch and Fathead Minnows from Maier Reservoir were transferred into Spotted Eagle.  Largemouth Bass from Marshall Reservoir were transferred into Spotted Eagle and Harlin Steiger.  Spotted Eagle and Baker Lake received Fathead Minnows from Cherry Creek Reservoir, Coal Creek Reservoir and Grants Reservoir.  Channel Catfish from the Yellowstone River at Intake were transferred into Hollecker Lake.  Walleye from the Yellowstone River at Intake were transferred into Hollecker and Spotted Eagle.

Table 1. Wild fish transfers conducted in 2023.
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Fathead Minnows were planted into Cherry Creek and Coal Creek Ponds in 2020 to evaluate their reproductive success and sustainability for potential use of these ponds as sources of live baitfish. Fathead Minnows from the 2020 stocking persisted into 2021. Partial or complete winterkill was suspected coming into 2022 and the Miles City Hatchery planted fathead minnows in Cherry Creek Reservoir, Coal Creek Reservoir, Maier Reservoir and Upper Baker Lake. This minnow seeding has resulted in live baitfish sources used by individual (where authorized by Fishing Regulations) and commercial collectors (where authorized by Fish and Wildlife Commission) as well as FWP for forage augmentation at Baker Lake and Spotted Eagle and brood stock collection for the Miles City hatchery. The culture of Fathead Minnows in these prairie ponds, including Grant Reservoir, will continue in 2024.  

Twelve ponds were stocked with catchable Rainbow Trout (5-10 inches) in 2023 coming from Bluewater Springs, Fort Peck and Miles City hatcheries (Table 2). Miles City Hatchery stocked Rainbow Trout fingerlings (2-4 inches) into 44 ponds (Appendix B).  Miles City Hatchery stocked Walleye fingerlings into three ponds, Bluegill fingerlings into one pond, and Largemouth Bass fingerlings into four ponds in 2023 (Appendix B).  

Table 2. Catchable Rainbow Trout stockings in 2023.
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Non-trout ponds without pre-existing populations of fish generally receive a one-time stocking of fish to establish a population that will reproduce on its own until summer/winter kill or dewatering prompts re-establishment of the population through stocking or wild fish transfer.

There are five ponds proposed for wild fish transfers in 2024 (Table 3).  Largemouth Bass are proposed to be transferred from Marshall Reservoir since the BLM plans to drain the reservoir and repair the dam/spillway.  Homestead Reservoir is proposed to have Yellow Perch transferred to reestablish fish and provide forage for existing Northern Pike populations.  The other ponds are proposed to supplement angler opportunity at existing put-and-take waters. 

Since 2020 transferred Walleye have been tagged with floy tags to determine angler exploitation of transferred fish in Baker Lake, Hollecker and Spotted Eagle versus in the Yellowstone River.  Channel Catfish were tagged with floy tags to determine exploitation in Gartside and Hollecker. 




Table 3. Wild fish transfers proposed for 2024.
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Survey of New Ponds

Regional fisheries staff investigate new pond fishery opportunities when approached by interested landowners.  Review typically begins by looking at the aerial photography for the pond location and checking past stocking records and private pond license history to determine if the proposed pond has been previously managed.  A site visit follows where regional staff check the pond for current and maximum water depth as well as make a valuation on the habitat potential and begin discussions with the landowner as to what species may be suitable in the waterbody.  Many of the stock ponds and small reservoirs in the regional pond program were built prior to the 1960’s.  Siltation over the decades has made many of these waterbodies too shallow to sustain quality fisheries.  Few deep, high-quality ponds have been built in recent decades.  This reality makes efforts like the lake rehabilitation project at Baker Lake that incorporated depth modification and fish habitat creation, important to revitalize aging ponds.   Dam infrastructure projects conducted or soon to be conducted at Dean S, Maier Reservoir, Marshall Reservoir and Rattlesnake Reservoir need to incorporate fish habitat elements to increase the long-term viability of the fisheries in these public waterbodies, instead of limiting the projects to replacing spillway pipes or related infrastructure only.

One new pond was inspected in 2023 (Table 4).  Lander Dam in Fallon County was inspected for depth and stocked with Bluegill and Largemouth Bass in 2023 to establish a sport fishery.  It will be stocked with Rainbow Trout in the spring of 2024 to provide additional fishing opportunity. 

Table 4.  New pond visited in 2023.
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Managed Ponds

Managed ponds below are sorted by county and then alphabetically by pond name.  Detailed gear and species information for each pond is found in Appendix A.  Location of all ponds described below can be found using the Region 7 Ponds Guide.  Annual pond sampling generally occurs in July and August.  

Carter County

Craft #2 (N45.12487°, W104.88182°)
Craft #2 was stocked with 1,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.

Frigid Reservoir (N45.46226°, W104.60713°)
Frigid Reservoir was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  

MacNab Reservoir (N45.83639°, W104.43108°)
MacNab Reservoir was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 29, 2023.  Rainbow Trout have failed to grow to desirable size in MacNab for years and attempts to grow other species (Channel Catfish, Largemouth Bass) have not been successful.  Bullheads and sunfish have consistently been in the pond, further management actions need to be talked about to try to get a fishery with a desirable population established.  Possible actions could include, attempting to kill off the reservoir (either draining and freezing or fish toxicant), stocking a predator species that would reduce non desirable populations/providing angling opportunity or stopping all stocking of hatchery fish.

Pat LaBree (N45.99950°, W104.79110°)
The LaBree pond has been annually stocked with 2,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout since 1993, after discussions with the landowner about poor growth and survival of Rainbow Trout, annual trout stocking was terminated.  Largemouth Bass were stocked July 21, 2023, to determine if a different species may be better suited to the habitat.

Rath Pond (N46.13205°, W104.54258°)
Rath Pond was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  

Sidney Reservoir (N45.36900°, W104.47350°)
Sidney Reservoir was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  

Spring Canyon Reservoir (N45.70242°, W104.20985°)
Spring Canyon Reservoir was stocked with 400 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  

West Plum Reservoir (N45.62910°, W104.10100°)
West Plum Reservoir was stocked with 600 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  

Custer County

Beardsley Reservoir (Beardsley Trout) (N46.53030°, W105.15160°)
Beardsley Reservoir was stocked with 2000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023. The reservoir was checked for depth only in April and November 2023 and had a maximum depth of 14 feet deep both months and 6 feet from full pool.



Boulware (N46.31311°, W104.98663°)
Boulware was stocked with 1,000 catchable Rainbow Trout on June 6, 2023.  Boulware was checked for depth only in April and November 2023, it had a maximum depth of 13 feet (9 feet from full pool) and 12 feet deep (10 feet from full pool) respectively.  

Cap Rock Reservoir (N46.67969°, W105.75603°)
Cap Rock Reservoir was stocked with 1,000 catchable Rainbow Trout June 5, 2023.  Cap Rock Reservoir was checked for depth only in April 2023 and had a maximum depth of 10 feet; it was 6 feet from full pool.  Cap Rock was sampled with two experimental gillnets set overnight August 2, 2023.  Gillnets captured 84 Rainbow Trout averaging 8 inches long.

Haughian Bass (Pat Haughian) (N46.82040°, W105.69280°)
In the spring of 2019, the spillway pipe was damaged by ice scour.  Future Fisheries Grant Program funds were obtained in the summer of 2019 and the spillway pipe was repaired by the fall of 2019.  Depth was checked April 17, 2023, the reservoir had a maximum depth of 13 feet; it was 5 feet from full pool. 

Dean S (N46.37456°, W105.65613°)
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) started draining the pond in the summer of 2019 to rebuild the spillway pipe and related infrastructure in 2020.  Construction was completed by the fall of 2020, the new dam did not change the maximum depth of reservoir. The reservoir was checked for depth November 9, 2023, it was 6 feet deep; 8 feet from full pool.  

BLM is currently in the planning phase of adding trails, improved campsites and amenities to the Dean S site, these improvements may result in increased use of the area and increased fisheries expectations at the reservoir.  Water elevation has been the limiting factor to this reservoir and will likely continue to be the limiting factor for a fishery.

Dick Stanley (N45.84392°, W105.68550°)
Dick Stanley pond had not been meeting expectations as a bass and perch pond.  The landowner proposed switching the pond to Rainbow Trout stocking, which will be implemented in 2024.

Haughian Trout (Leo Billing) (N46.83833°, W105.88036°)
Haughian Trout Pond was 13 feet deep; 5 feet from full pool in April 2023. Haughian Trout Pond was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 18, 2023. 

Rest Reservoir (N46.42405°, W105.08134°)
Rest Reservoir was stocked with 1,000 catchable Rainbow Trout on June 6, 2023. Rest Reservoir was surveyed for depth April 17, 2023. The maximum depth was 6 feet and the pond was 18 feet from full pool in April.  Depth was checked again November 9, 2023; the reservoir had gained 3 feet of water.

Spotted Eagle (N46.39090°, W105.85447°)
Spotted Eagle in Miles City continues to be popular with local fisherman and other recreationists.  Several community groups have contributed to cleaning and mowing the area and adding park benches and picnic shelters.  The City of Miles City constructed a walking path, including three bridges, which cross the outlet channel.  Walleyes Unlimited of Miles City built a handicap accessible fishing pier near the outlet channel.  In 2014, the City of Miles City installed a restroom purchased by Walleyes Unlimited.  An outdoor classroom was completed in the summer of 2015.  In 2017 and 2018, Walleyes Unlimited, the City of Miles City and Miles Community College Heavy Equipment Class created two fishing jetties to provide additional fish habitat and access for shore anglers.  In 2022, a covered picnic area was constructed, replacing an older structure that was damaged in a storm.   Christmas trees continue to be sunk annually to provide fish habitat, an effort that has occurred since 2005.  The Christmas tree project will be continued in 2024.  Increased public use of Spotted Eagle demands continued monitoring and improvements to the fishery.

Establishment of undesired riverine fish species has been a historical issue at Spotted Eagle.  Wet conditions in 2010, 2011, 2013, and 2014 provided ample opportunity for riverine species (i.e., Common Carp, River Carpsucker, Goldeye, Shorthead Redhorse Sucker, Smallmouth Buffalo, and Largemouth Buffalo) to move upstream into Spotted Eagle through the outlet channel or across the floodplain.  The low elevation change from Spotted Eagle to the Tongue River makes fish movement into the pond easier when water levels rise in the Tongue River.  In 2016, Walleyes Unlimited built a concrete fish barrier in the outlet channel.  The barrier is intended to impede migration of riverine species into Spotted Eagle, which will make mechanical fish removal efforts more effective.  Outside of extreme high river flow events, the barrier creates a two-foot vertical impediment to upstream fish migrations into Spotted Eagle 

Efforts to mechanically remove unwanted fish species from Spotted Eagle have been undertaken to improve angler opportunity to catch other targeted species.  Efforts to mechanically remove undesirable fish species with gill nets and electrofishing were undertaken in 2012, 2013, 2017-2020, and 2022.  In 2023, there was no efforts to remove non-target fish.  A general trend of declining catch rate of River Carpsucker, during annual trend sampling, suggests that mechanical removal may be lowering the abundance of this species (Figure 1). Increases in River Carpsucker abundances in 2014 and 2021-2022 may also indicate the cessation of mechanical removal efforts allows River Carpsucker numbers to rebound.  Annual trend sampling has not captured Bigmouth Buffalo, Common Carp and Smallmouth Buffalo consistently enough to be able to develop a trend for these species.  Based on varied mechanical removal efforts from 2012-2022 Bigmouth and Smallmouth Buffalo catch rates have declined.  Common Carp have been mostly captured with electrofishing but not consistently in gill nets. Electrofishing removal has been sparse but when conducted seems to target Common Carp.  
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Figure 1.  Fish per trap net (fyke net) for River Carpsucker in Spotted Eagle from Annual Trend Sampling, 2011-2023.

Thirteen species were found in Spotted Eagle in 2023 during the annual sampling effort.  Black Crappie was the most abundant species sampled at 19 fish per trap followed by White Crappie at 14 fish per trap. Bluegill, Largemouth Bass, Northern Pike, Walleye and Yellow Perch were other sport fish caught in 2023 (Appendix A).  

[bookmark: _Hlk124144117]Efforts continued in 2023 to improve angling opportunities at Spotted Eagle by planting sportfish. Bluewater Springs Hatchery stocked 1,005 catchable Rainbow Trout and Miles City Hatchery stocked 384 advanced fingerling Largemouth Bass (Table 2, Appendix B). A total of 75 Largemouth Bass from Marshall Reservoir were transferred into Spotted Eagle in 2023.  Additionally, 1,169 Yellow Perch from Maier Reservoir and 88 Walleye from the Yellowstone River at Intake were transferred into Spotted Eagle.  Over 60,000 Fathead Minnows were transferred from Cherry Creek Reservoir, Grants Reservoir and Maier Reservoir to provide more forage for sport fish (Table 1).  Tagging data from (Walleye) and anecdotal reports suggests anglers are reaping benefits from removing non-target fish, and transfers of sport fish.  In 2023, 4 of the 88 Walleye tagged and released at Spotted Eagle were caught and harvested by anglers. Based on past years tagging and personal observation it is likely many more were caught, released, and not reported. 

In October 2023 FWP staff collected 90 White Crappie from Spotted Eagle, using fyke nets to establish a brood stock for the Miles City Hatchery.  The Miles City Hatchery stocked 9,896 White Crappie into Tongue River Reservoir to help the declining population, fish averaged 3.2 inches long.  Capture of more fish for the hatchery is planned in the spring of 2024. 

Dawson County

Hollecker Lake (N47.12820°, W104.72834°)
Hollecker Lake, located on the edge of Glendive, is a popular destination for local recreationists.  Walleyes Unlimited Glendive Chapter led a lake-restoration effort during the winter of 2019-2020 to improve the quality of the fishery (see prior reports for more details on the specific restoration activities).  Restoration efforts included draining the lake to rid it of abundant unwanted species.  Fishing jetties extending into the water were created to improve angler access.  Following the restoration, Hollecker Lake was stocked with Black Crappie, Channel Catfish, Rainbow Trout, Walleye, White Crappie and Yellow Perch.  Catchable Rainbow Trout have been stocked each year since the lake rehabilitation project was completed.  In 2023, 1,400 catchable trout were stocked. All adult Channel Catfish and Walleye transferred into Hollecker Lake were marked with either a green or yellow T-bar tag, respectively, inserted inferior the dorsal fin.  These tags include an individual identification number along with contact information to report the recapture to FWP. These two species were tagged to evaluate growth, survival rates, and angler harvest rates.

Tag-return reports and angler comments indicate anglers are satisfied with the removal of undesirable fishes, and subsequent restocking and wild fish transfers of sport fish.  In 2023, 115 tagged Walleye were transferred into Hollecker, a total of 6 tagged Walleye were reported caught in 2023, four were harvested, one was released, and the fate of one is unknown.  Four of six reported Walleye were transferred in 2023, the other two were from prior transfers in 2021 and 2022.  Anecdotal evidence suggests many more Walleye were caught than were reported in 2023. Use of Channel Catfish in the Region 7 Ponds program is relatively new.  Several ponds, including Hollecker Lake, received adult Channel Catfish as experimental transfers.  The purpose of these transfers was two-fold.  First, they would provide a new angler opportunity for large, predatory fish within the ponds program.  Channel Catfish can grow to large sizes when conditions allow survival to maturity and there is an abundance of prey species.  The Montana state record Channel Catfish, weighing over 35 pounds, was captured in 2019 from Castle Rock Lake (Rosebud County), which has an abundance of Bluegill.  Secondly, Channel Catfish transfers are intended to reduce the abundance of overpopulated, and often growth-stunted, prey species. Historically, Hollecker Lake Yellow Perch populations have suffered from an overabundance of small individuals, and it is the hope that Channel Catfish (along with Walleye) introductions will maintain the Yellow Perch population at a sustainable level.    It is too early in the experiment to evaluate the 2 objectives, but it is apparent that adult Channel Catfish transfers provide immediate opportunity for anglers at Hollecker Lake.  Channel Catfish angler returns as well as directed sampling with baited hoop nets could be used to evaluate Channel Catfish growth over time.  Rainbow Trout return to anglers in Hollecker seems to be limited to a short timeframe after stocking, anecdotal reports from anglers suggest the catch is minimal through late summer months.
 
Annual sampling of Hollecker Lake, which includes one seine haul and one overnight experimental gillnet set, was completed in July 2023.  One seine haul captured four species, 10 Black Crappie, 30 Sand Shiner, 1 Western Silvery/Plains Minnow, and 4 Yellow Perch.  One gillnet captured five species, 1 Channel Catfish, 2 Longnose Sucker, 13 Walleye, 1 White Sucker and 29 Yellow Perch.  Unwanted species (Longnose Sucker n=2, Sand Shiner n=30, Western Silvery/Plains Minnow n=1 and White Sucker n=1) were at low levels in 2023.  These species were not part of the restocking plan, but their presence and low abundance is not expected to adversely affect the fishery at this point.  The minnow species may buffer predation on Black Crappie and provide additional food resources for game species.  Other unwanted species found in low numbers since the dam rehab were: Longnose Sucker and Shorthead Redhorse in 2022, and Fathead Minnow, Creek Chub, and Sand Shiner in 2021.  Of more concern is the method of which these unwanted species entered Hollecker Lake.  Large riverine species (e.g., Common Carp, River Carpsucker) have been present in the reservoir in the past, and these species increase turbidity and compete for food and nutrient resources.  Monitoring at the fish screen at the inlet of Hollecker Lake would be beneficial to understand the source and timing of unwanted species introduction.

Marvin Burman (N47.11561°, W104.40818°)
Marvin Burman was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  

Rattlesnake (N46.88641°, W104.64715°)
The spillway at Rattlesnake Reservoir was rebuilt by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in 2017.  Crappie were caught at South Sandstone Reservoir and 292 were transferred to Rattlesnake in the spring of 2019.  Due to a combination of factors including lack of adult crappie sources, challenges of road conditions for spring stocking, and limited survival of crappie, the management focus shifted from crappie to annual Rainbow Trout stocking in 2022. In November 2022, the reservoir was 12 feet deep; 2 feet from full pool.  Rattlesnake was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow trout May 19, 2023.  

[bookmark: _Hlk124158465]Walker’s Dam (N47.09461°, W104.35101°)
Walker’s Dam is a small, privately owned pond East of Glendive, Montana.  The pond is not in the Region 7 Pond Program, but the owner does allow public access to the waterbody.  The Walleyes Unlimited Glendive Chapter, with permission from the landowner, intended to stock Rainbow Trout in this pond.  Unfortunately, Yellow Perch were introduced, and they quickly became established and stunted.  For example, 838 Yellow Perch were captured in 3 mini-fyke nets set overnight in 2018.  Average length of Yellow Perch captured was 5 inches and max length was 7 inches.  The Glendive Chapter and FWP decided to transfer adult Channel Catfish into Walker’s Dam to control the overabundant Yellow Perch.  A total of 36 adult Channel Catfish were transferred in one day of effort from the Yellowstone River downstream of Intake Dam in 2018 and 89 were transferred in three days of effort in 2020.  Channel Catfish were captured using boat electrofishing downstream of Intake Fishing Access Site.  Average length of catfish transferred in 2018 was 19 inches (range 14-30 inches) and 22 inches (range 14-28 inches) in 2020.  All Channel Catfish released into Walker’s dam were individually marked with green T-bar tags near the base of the dorsal fin.  To date, no angler tag returns have been reported to FWP.  It is recommended that a targeted Channel Catfish sampling protocol be developed to occasionally monitor survival and growth.  

Prairie Goat (N46.89570°, W104.63738°)
Prairie Goat Reservoir was rebuilt by the BLM in 2017, due to lack of adequate depth for over winter survival, fish have not been stocked.  Prairie Goat was checked for depth only in November 2023, it was 10 feet deep; 1 foot from full pool.  Water manipulation through the spillway could be used to benefit the water level in Rattlesnake Reservoir, located directly downstream.

Fallon County

Baker Lake (N46.36337°, W104.27070°)
Like other ponds in or near community centers, Baker Lake provides important recreational opportunities to the surrounding citizens. Prior to 2018, the reservoir had not been providing suitable habitat when average lake depth was 6 feet deep.  Winter kill was common and stocked and transferred sport fish were not establishing self-sustaining populations.  Fallon County was already planning and raising funds for a Baker Lake improvement project when a tornado hit the area and left substantial debris in the lake. Draining the lake was a necessary first step for both the cleanup and habitat improvement project. The county took the opportunity to implement a major lake and wetland restoration project in 2018 which included depth recontouring to create deep water refugia (i.e., areas in excess of 20-feet-deep at full pool), the addition of in-lake structure (rock piles) for habitat diversification, and the creation of wetland complexes to reduce sedimentation rates into the lake. The total cost of the project was approximately 8.5 million dollars (Billings Gazette 2017) and took about two years to complete.  Fallon County commissioners sought public opinion on fish stocking options during 2018 through an online survey as well as public meetings. Several hundred comments were received, and the commissioners decided to have FWP stock Black Crappie, White Crappie, Walleye and Yellow Perch.  

Fingerling Rainbow Trout were stocked by FWP hatcheries in 2019.  Catchable-sized Rainbow Trout (7-11 inches long) and fingerling-sized Walleye have been annually stocked (2020-2023) by FWP hatcheries. Adult crappie and Yellow Perch were transferred in pre-spawn condition in 2019, and adult Walleye in pre-spawn condition in 2019 (19 fish), 2020 (220 fish), and 2022 (246 fish) by FWP staff using the wild fish transfer policy.  No Walleye were transferred into Baker Lake in 2023.  Transferred adult Walleye at Baker Lake have provided an instantaneous opportunity to anglers.  Walleye transferred into Baker Lake April 8th and 10th 2020 were tagged, the first angler-caught tagged fish was reported just 15 days after it was transferred.  In 2020, 12 tagged Walleye were harvested and 2 were released. In 2021, 11 tagged Walleye were harvested and 2 were released.  In 2022, seven tagged Walleye were caught and reported with four harvested and three released out of a total of 245 tagged Walleye in Baker Lake. No tag return data was available at the time of report writing in 2023. 

Baker Lake is sampled annually with a suite of gears including two fyke nets and six mini-fyke nets.  There was high survival of the 2020-year class of stocked fingerling Walleye. These Walleye did well during their six months of life, capitalizing on the abundant young-of-year Yellow Perch and crappie that were the result of a good spawn for these species earlier in 2020. At the one year mark this year class was still very abundant and could be easily caught throughout the lake. Perch and crappie failed to reproduce in 2021 with the same success as observed in 2020, and by fall of 2021 it was clear the 2020-year class of fingerling Walleye and other adult fish had exhausted the forage base and the 2020 walleye year-class was showing signs of poor body condition. Fathead Minnows were transferred to Baker Lake in October 2021 to provide some forage for these Walleye and avoid losing the year class to starvation. By April 2022 Walleye relative weights for the stock size were still poor at 62.5. The year class had been thinned out by starvation and what remained began to recover as their condition factor had improved to 88.3 by September 2022. The poor condition of this 2020 year class of stocked Walleye and subsequent high rate of natural mortality that followed, suggested stocking rates were too high for the forage base of Yellow Perch and crappie. Even the Fathead Minnow transfers October 2021 were not enough to recover appreciable numbers of this Walleye cohort. The stocking rate of 10,000 fingerling walleye in 2020 and 2021was adjusted to a stocking rate of 5,000 Walleye fingerlings in 2022 and 2023.  Over 130,000 Fathead Minnows were again transferred in October 2022 to augment the forage base and the Miles City Hatchery planted Fathead Minnows in Upper Baker Lake in July 2022 in hopes of seeding Bake Lake with forage when water is released from the upper reservoir into the main reservoir. Sampling in April 2022 found Black Crappie average lengths at 7 inches, Walleye 16 inches, and Yellow Perch 9 inches.  In September 2023, Black Crappie averaged 9 inches, and Yellow Perch 9 inches. Black Crappie YOY were found in limited numbers again in September 2023, the second straight year of recruitment. (Walleye survival has been variable in Baker Lake, the 2020 stocking thrived, growing well the first summer.  Once they switched to a piscivorous diet, the lack of forage base caused that year class to die off.  Since the original year class there has been very limited survival of the 2021-2023 Walleye stocking.


Maier Reservoir (N46.42883°, W104.41488°)
Maier was sampled with 6 mini-fyke nets set overnight for two nights in September, 991 Yellow Perch and over 2,500 Fathead Minnows were caught.  The fish were transferred to Spotted Eagle.  Maier Reservoir is scheduled to have its dam rebuilt in the future as the spillway is starting to washout.  

Pinnow #1 (N46.27822°, W104.20039°)
Pinnow #1 was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023. 

Pinnow #2 (N46.27911°, W104.21082°)
Pinnow #2 was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023. 

Lander Dam (N46.15314°, W104.36353°)
Lander Dam is a new pond to the program in 2023, it was 14 feet deep, at full pool in April 2023.  Rainbow Trout will be planted in the spring of 2024, 11,952 fingerling Bluegill and 1,596 fingerling Largemouth Bass were stocked November 11, 2023.

Pruett (N46.58795°, W104.40959°)
Pruett Pond was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.

Roddy Rost (N46.20764°, W104.36330°)
Roddy Rost was stocked with 1,028 catchable Rainbow Trout July 21, 2023.  

Schweigert (N46.49862°, W104.21142°)
Schweigert Pond was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023. 

South Sandstone (N46.32745°, W104.43631°)
South Sandstone is a 372-acre reservoir near Plevna, Montana. The reservoir has camp sites on both the east and west shore, it is a popular destination for Southeastern Montana campers and anglers/hunters. South Sandstone has fishable populations of bullhead, crappie, Northern Pike, Yellow Perch and Walleye.  Many improvement projects have occurred at South Sandstone including an ADA approved fishing pier on the west side of the reservoir, armoring the jetty near the boat ramp to prevent erosion, replacement of the lower section of the boat ramp, road work and other ongoing projects.  

South Sandstone is both a receiving water and donor water for multiple stocking and wild fish transfers.  South Sandstone is annually stocked with Walleye fingerling and bi-annually stocked with fingerling Northern Pike, it was stocked with 10,000 Walleye June 29, 2023.  

Annual sampling was completed in July of 2023. Three experimental gill nets and three seine hauls collected Black Bullhead, Black Crappie, Northern Pike, Walleye, and Yellow Perch.  Black Bullhead were the most abundant species sampled in gill nets followed by Yellow Perch.  Average length of Yellow Perch caught in gill nets was 7 inches in 2023 and ranged between 5 and 10 inches.  Walleye captured in gill nets had an average length of 15 inches (range 9-23 inches).  Northern Pike caught in gill nets had an average length of 22 inches (range 10-36 inches).  Angler opportunity for Yellow Perch and Northern Pike at South Sandstone continue to make this reservoir one of the best in the region.  Despite no appreciable change in Walleye abundances during 2021-2022 trend sampling, numerous anecdotal reports from anglers indicates Walleye were frequently caught each year.  This is noteworthy considering historically angler catch of Walleye at the reservoir has been very infrequent. 

 [image: ]

Figure 2. Catch per gill net for Northern Pike, Walleye, Yellow Perch, and Black Bullhead in South Sandstone Reservoir, 1990-2023.


Garfield County 

Beecher (N46.86185°, W106.71722°)
Beecher was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 20, 2023.

L.C. Brooks #3 (N46.94100°, W106.89185°)
[bookmark: _Hlk155943504]L.C. Brooks #3 was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 20, 2023.

Chamberlain #3 (N47.48644°, W107.52487°)
Chamberlain #3 was stocked with 1,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023.

Clark (N47.47021°, W107.40700°)
Clark Pond was stocked with 2,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023.

Jarden #2 (N47.23610°, W107.27320°)
Jarden #2 was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023.

Kreider #1 (N47.12882°, W107.48065°)
Kreider #1 was sampled with two experimental gillnets set overnight September 2023, 11 Largemouth Bass were caught averaging 8 inches long.  The reservoir was 10 feet deep, 15 feet from full pool.

[bookmark: _Hlk155943940]Kreider #2 (N47.12882°, W107.48065°)
Kreider #2 was stocked with 1,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023. Kreider #2 was sampled with two experimental gillnets set overnight in September 2023.  Gillnets caught 35 Rainbow Trout; average size was 12 inches with fish up to 19 inches long. 

Kreider #3 (N47.12882°, W107.48065°)
Kreider #3 was sampled with two experimental gillnets set overnight in September 2023. No fish were caught and the reservoir was 10 feet deep, 6 feet from full pool.

Mardrie Baker (N47.17223°, W106.76298°)
[bookmark: _Hlk155943855]Mardrie Baker was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023. 

Jack McRae (N47.36740°, W106.45450°)
Jack McRae was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023.  

John Ryan (N47.41800°, W107.52450°)
John Ryan was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023. 

Clyde Saylor (N47.38160°, W107.40685°)
Clyde Saylor was stocked with 1,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023. 

Irvine Saylor (N47.36680°, W107.41310°)
Irvine Saylor was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023. 

Watt (N47.51699°, W107.27699°)
Watt Pond was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 18, 2023. 

Powder River County

Gaskill #1 (N45.67176°, W105.81429°)
Gaskill #1 was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.

Mud Turtle (N45.28150°, W105.62272°)
Mud Turtle was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 19, 2023.

Roerick (N45.37549°, W105.30159°)
Roerick was stocked with 204 catchable Rainbow Trout on April 24, 2023

Samuelson #2 (N45.57032°, W105.85175°)
Samuelson #2 was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.





Prairie County

Cherry Creek Reservoir (N46.85503°, W105.67180°)
Cherry Creek Reservoir was a new pond to fisheries management in 2020, it was stocked with 1,800 Fathead Minnows April 29, 2020.  The purpose of this stocking was to evaluate Fathead Minnow survival/production in a small/shallow, likely to winterkill pond. The stocking was an attempt to duplicate other northern states efforts to produce live bait fish sources.  Fathead Minnows can prosper in these environments because competition or predation from other fish is greatly reduced (Gunderson 2019).  Sampling in October 2020 captured more than 24,000 Fathead Minnows in three days using four mini-fyke nets.  Standard minnow traps baited with canned dog food set overnight averaged 62 Fathead Minnows per trap; indicating that this method could be successful for anglers looking for live bait.  

Cherry Creek Reservoir was sampled through the ice in early February 2021 with 4 standard minnow traps baited with canned dog food set overnight averaged 68 Fathead Minnows per trap.  Fathead Minnows were trapped with varying efforts of mini-fyke nets after ice out in March and in October 2021, over 72,000 fish were transferred to two other regional waters.  The water depth in October 2021 was less than 3 feet deep.  Cherry Creek Reservoir was stocked with 1,668 Fathead Minnows on April 26, 2022, after a suspected winterkill.  In October 2022 minnows were captured using two mini-fyke nets set overnight 3 nights consecutively, a total of 37,345 Fathead Minnows were transferred out to Baker Lake (32,110) and Spotted Eagle (5,235).  In October 2023 minnows were captured using three or four mini-fyke nets set overnight 4 nights consecutively, a total of 18,591 Fathead Minnows were transferred out to Baker Lake (15,047) and Spotted Eagle (3,544).

Clarks Reservoir (N46.88742°, W105.70442°)
Clarks Reservoir was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 18, 2023.  Clarks Reservoir was checked for depth in April and August 2023. It was 5 feet deep, 8 feet from full pool in April, and gained 3 feet of water by August.

Coal Creek Reservoir (N46.84635°, W105.23167°)
Coal Creek Reservoir was a newly added pond to fisheries management in 2020.  It was stocked with 1,800 Fathead Minnows on April 29, 2020.  The purpose of this stocking was to evaluate Fathead Minnow survival and production in a shallow pond likely to winterkill.  Fathead Minnows can prosper in these environments because competition or predation from other fish is greatly reduced (Gunderson 2019).  Sampling in October 2020 captured more than 142,000 Fathead Minnows in three days using four mini-fyke nets.  Standard minnow traps baited with canned dog food set overnight in October 2020 averaged 0.5 Fathead Minnows per trap, indicating that at this time this method would not be successful for anglers looking for live bait. Sampling through the ice in early February 2021 with 4 standard minnow traps baited with canned dog food set overnight averaged 176 Fathead Minnows per trap.  Fathead Minnows were trapped with 2 mini-fyke nets after ice out in March 2021, over 9,000 fish were transferred into Spotted Eagle.  By late fall of 2021 the pond was dry.

[bookmark: _Hlk123716959]Coal Creek Reservoir was checked for depth March 22, 2022. It was 2 feet deep; 6 feet from full.  The reservoir was stocked with 1,668 Fathead Minnows on April 26, 2022. A rain event in May 2022 filled the reservoir and caused substantial flow over the spillway.  During October 2022 minnows were captured using four mini-fyke nets set overnight 3 nights consecutively, a total of 28,894 Fathead Minnows were transferred out to Baker Lake (22,071) and Spotted Eagle (6,823).  The pond was 6 feet deep and 2 feet from full April 17, 2023.  During October 2023 minnows were captured using four mini-fyke nets set overnight, a total of 1,386 Fathead Minnows were transferred out to Baker Lake. 



Grants Reservoir (N46.87272°, W105.64698°)
Grants Reservoir was 10 feet deep; 2 feet from full on August 2, 2023. Future management will focus on Fathead Minnow production for wild fish transfers to other waters and as a live bait source for private collection.  In October 2022 minnows were captured using four mini-fyke nets set overnight 3 nights consecutively, a total of 184,719 Fathead Minnows were transferred out.  Baker Lake received 79,217 Fathead Minnows and Spotted Eagle received 42,039 Fathead Minnows.  Miles City Hatchery received 63,463 Fathead Minnows to augment their supply used earlier in the year to stock reservoirs.  In October 2023 minnows were captured using four mini-fyke nets set overnight 4 nights consecutively, a total of 120,698 Fathead Minnows were transferred out.  Baker Lake received 40,917 Fathead Minnows and Spotted Eagle received 54,917 Fathead Minnows.  Miles City Hatchery received 24,864 Fathead Minnows to augment their supply.

Harms (Reukauf) (N46.84156°, W105.68956°)
Harms was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 18, 2023.  Harms was sampled for depth only in April and August of 2023. Harms had a maximum depth of 3 feet or 13 feet from full pool in August.

Homestead Reservoir (N46.99125°, W105.56265°)
Homestead Reservoir was sampled for depth only in April and August of 2023. It was 11 feet deep or 5 feet from full in April and it had lost 1 foot of water by August.

Marshall Reservoir (N46.63629°, W104.95579°)
Marshall Reservoir was sampled for depth April 17, 2023. It was 16 feet deep at full pool.  Largemouth Bass were captured using short duration gillnets (less than 1 hour) and electrofishing in May 2023 and November 2023. A total of 75 Largemouth Bass were transferred to Spotted Eagle and 39 fish were transferred to Steiger Reservoir in Treasure County.  Fish were transferred out of Marshall before a proposed draining of the pond for a dam/spillway rebuild by the BLM. 
 
Oil Pump (N46.85404°, W104.66796°)
Oil Pump Reservoir was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 19, 2023.  Depth was checked November 9, 2023, the reservoir was 12 feet deep or 4 feet from full pool.  

Pam Ayers Memorial Pond (formerly known as Courtney Ayers) (N46.62707°, W104.85678°)
Pam Ayers Memorial Pond was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 19, 2023. The pond name change was requested by the landowner as a memorial to his late wife.

Silvertip Reservoir (N46.86693°, W105.59117°)
Silvertip Reservoir was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 18, 2023.  Silvertip was sampled with two experimental gillnets set overnight August 2, 2023.  The nets caught 29 Rainbow Trout averaging 15 inches long.  Maximum depth of Silvertip Reservoir in August was 17 feet, 1 foot from full.  

South Fork Reservoir (N46.88244°, W105.67190°)
South Fork Reservoir was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout on May 18, 2023.  In April 2023, South Fork was 6 feet deep and 10 feet from full pool, by August it was only 1 foot deep and 15 feet from full pool.



Richland County

Gartside Reservoir (N47.58544°, W104.27454°)
Gartside Reservoir is a popular destination for fishing, kayaking, canoeing, and picnicking located near Sidney, the reservoir is approximately 109 surface acres.  The reservoir provides fishing opportunities for Bluegill, Channel Catfish, Largemouth Bass, Northern Pike and Yellow Perch.   In recent years FWP along with local groups in the area have made improvements to the existing two-track road that provides access to the north side of the reservoir. In addition, multiple parking and picnic areas were improved by providing gravel, barrier posts and picnic tables. The objective was to create more space for families to recreate and enjoy. The project cost was estimated at $70,000, but because of donated work and materials and volunteer labor, it came with little or no cost to FWP. 

Natural reproduction for Northern Pike has generally been successful at Gartside Reservoir. Northern Pike stocking in the reservoir was discontinued in 2004 to evaluate natural spawning and recruitment. Catch rates of Northern Pike have been variable between years, but the average relative abundance (after stocking was discontinued in 2004) is greater than the average during the period when Northern Pike were stocked. (Figure 3).  This suggests that natural production of Northern Pike in Gartside Reservoir makes stocking unnecessary.  During annual sampling in 2023 Northern Pike averaged 22 inches long.  The highest recorded catch rate of Northern Pike in 2010 was partially attributed to increased sampling efficiency of gill nets while pool level was reduced for construction of a fishing pier. Catchable Rainbow Trout were stocked in October 2023 (n=1,159) due to excess hatchery production, to provide more angler opportunity. 


Experimental transfers of adult Channel Catfish into Gartside were done in 2019 and 2020.  Like Hollecker Lake, the objectives of the transfers were to provide angler opportunity for a large, predatory species and to reduce abundance of stunted prey species.  A total of 24 and 149 Channel Catfish were transferred from the Yellowstone River downstream of Intake Dam into Gartside in 2019 and 2020, respectively.  Average length of Channel Catfish in 2019 was 24 inches (range 16-30 inches) and in 2020 was 22 inches (range 14-28 inches).  All catfish were tagged with a uniquely numbered green T-bar tag inferior to the dorsal fin.  In 2020, 17 angler recaptures were reported to FWP.  Of those, 10 were harvested, 6 were released, and 1 return didn’t specify whether the fish was harvested or released.  In 2021, 2 angler recaptures were reported to FWP.  Of those, 1 was harvested and 1 was released. In 2022, 5 angler recaptures were reported to FWP.  Of those, 1 was harvested and the others were released. In 2023 no catfish were transferred into Gartside Reservoir due to lack of time for wild fish transfers.  Transferred Channel Catfish provided immediate angling opportunity and the return in investment to anglers was rapid.  That is, the earliest reported recapture by an angler was less than 2 months after the transfer date.  Continued monitoring of angler returns as well as a directed Channel Catfish sampling effort (i.e., baited hoop nets) could provide insights into survival and growth of catfish in Gartside.  Channel Catfish averaged 24 inches long, with fish up to 26 inches long in 2023.

  [image: ]
Figure 3.  Catch rate (fish per gill net) of Walleye, Northern Pike, Largemouth Bass, and Yellow Perch from Gartside Reservoir, 1991-2023.

Gartside Reservoir received an experimental stocking of 400 Tiger Muskellunge approximately 10 inches long in October 2010.  The fish were purchased from a certified, disease-free private hatchery in South Dakota.  Tiger Muskellunge were stocked to improve pan-fish size structure and to provide additional angler opportunity at Gartside.  Tiger Muskellunge stocking and associated sampling goals are described in a five-year stocking proposal (Backes 2006).  Tiger Muskies were supposed to be stocked annually between 2006-2010, but the outbreak of viral hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS) virus in the Great Lakes region eliminated the muskellunge egg supply. The stocking proposal has expired for Tiger Muskellunge at Gartside. Survival of the first stocking in 2006 was not successful.  Survival of individuals from the 2010 stocking was thought to be low. Three Tiger Muskie were sampled in 2011 gill net and seine haul efforts but have not been sampled since.

Gary Schieber (Buxbaum Pond) (N47.49106°, W104.12816°)
Gary Schieber was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  





Rosebud County

A.G. Lee #2 (N46.35905°, W106.70186°)
A.G. Lee #2 was sampled with one experimental gillnet set overnight September 27, 2023; no fish were caught.  The reservoir was 4 feet deep, 7 feet from full pool.  The pond will be dropped from management in the future do to lack of fish survival.

A.G. Lee Pit (N46.36059°, W106.67825°)
A.G. Lee Pit was sampled with one experimental gillnet set overnight September 27, 2023; no fish were caught.  The reservoir was 7 feet deep at full pool.  The pond will be dropped from management in the future do to lack of fish survival.

A.G. Lee Pit #2 (N46.35689°, W106.67536°)
A.G. Lee Pit #2 was checked for depth only September 27, 2023, the reservoir was 5 feet deep, 7 feet from full pool.  The pond will be dropped from management in the future do to lack of fish survival.

[bookmark: _Hlk155947097]Big Timber Trout (N46.59833°, W107.36502°)
Big Timber Trout was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 20, 2023.  

Blacks Sawmill (N45.34750°, W106.28680°)
Blacks Sawmill was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.  

Castle Rock Lake (N45.89137°, W106.63905°) 
Castle Rock Lake has been a destination pond for Bluegill.  It was renowned for large and abundant Bluegill in the 1980s and early 1990s.  In 1996, Bluegill catch rates dropped to a record low of 3.3 per gill net.  An expanding Walleye population was thought to be suppressing Bluegill abundance.  Annual Walleye stocking rates were reduced from 5,000 fingerlings to 1,000 fingerlings in 1997 to improve Bluegill abundance (Stewart 1996). However, the inflated Bluegill abundance from the 1980s and early 1990s was not sustainable nor is that abundance a practical management objective moving forward.  The high Bluegill abundance resulted from a new and expanding population.  Castle Rock Lake was constructed from 1974 to 1975 and Bluegill were stocked in 1979 to establish a forage base for Northern Pike.  With little competition for forage, the Bluegill population expanded, reaching a peak in 1987.  The Bluegill population stabilized around 1998 and has produced relatively consistent catch rates since.  Bluegill catch rates in 2021 reached their lowest since the 2015 survey but have continued to rebound in 2023 to 3.3 fish per net (average since 1998 was 2.7/net, Figure 4).  Bluegill averaged 8 inches in length in 2023, which is among the highest average size values observed over the period of record (Figure 5).  Castle Rock Reservoir was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Walleye on July 12, 2023.
[image: ]
Figure 4.  Catch per gill net for Bluegill, Walleye, Northern Pike and Largemouth Bass from Castle Rock Lake, 1981-2023.
 [image: ]

Figure 5.  Average size of Bluegill captured from Castle Rock Lake, 1981-2023.


John Killen #2 (N46.80726°, W106.48074°)
John Killen #2 was stocked with 1,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 20, 2023.  

Potts Trout (N46.53672°, W106.63023°)
Potts Trout was stocked with 2,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 20, 2023.  

Ponessa (N46.64085°, W106.13366°)
Ponessa was stocked with Fathead Minnows in the fall of 2020.  Ponessa was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout June 6, 2023. 

Ringsveit (N46.82625°, W106.71735°)
Ringsveit Pond was stocked with 1,000 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 20, 2023.

Schlesinger (N46.77063°, W107.19777°)
Schlesinger Reservoir was stocked with 500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 20, 2023.





Treasure County

Harlin Steiger (N46.24091°, W107.00812°)
Harlin Steiger was stocked with 39 adult Largemouth Bass in a wild fish transfer from Marshall Reservoir May 9, 2023, and 500 fingerling bass were stocked by the Miles City Hatchery July 22, 2023.  The Miles City Hatchery also stocked 500 catchable Rainbow Trout June 5, 2023.

Wibaux County

Temple (N47.27428°, W104.32621°)
Temple Pond was stocked with 1,500 fingerling Rainbow Trout May 19, 2023.

Wibaux Pond (N46.97392°, W104.19341°)
Wibaux Pond was stocked with 800 catchable Rainbow Trout April 26, 2023.  

Prepared by:  Kevin McKoy

Date:  December 2023
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Appendix B Hatchery Plantings 2023.
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Appendix B. Hatchery Plantings 2023 continued.
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Receiveing Donor

Water County Species Water County

Spotted Eagle Custer Yellow Perch Maier/South Sandstone Fallon

Spotted Eagle Custer Northern Pike South Sandstone Fallon

Spotted Eagle Custer Walleye Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson

Baker Lake Fallon Walleye Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson

Hollecker Dawson Walleye Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson

Hollecker Dawson Channel Catfish Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson

Homestead Prairie Yellow Perch Maier Fallon

Multiple Multiple Fathead Minnow Multiple Prairie
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                Pond Location Depth Depth Management

Pond Name County TRS Latitude Longitude (feet) * (feet)** Plan

Lander Dam Fallon T5N R59E S30 N46.15314 W104.36353 14 0 Pond planted with Bluegill and

Largemouth Bass in 2023.  To be 

* Water depth when sampled. planted with Rainbow Trout in 2024.

** Depth between current water level and normal high water mark.
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Appendix A.  Results of sampling managed reservoirs in 2023.

Depth Mean Mean Length Weight

S/F Type of Number Length Weight Range Range

Reservoir Name Date (feet) *Sample Species Caught (mm) (gr) (mm) (gm)

Custer County

Beardsley Reservoir 4/17/2023 14/4 Depth Check

11/9/2023 14/4 Depth Check

Boulware Reservoir 4/17/2023 13/9 Depth Check

11/9/2023 12/10 Depth Check

Cap Rock Pond 4/17/2023 10/6 Depth Check

8/2/2023 12/4 Gillnet (2) Rainbow Trout 84 196 112 142-236 40-180

Dan Haughian 4/17/2023 13/5 Depth Check

Dean S 11/9/2023 6/8 Depth Check

Henry Haughian 4/17/2023 13/5 Depth Check

Rest Reservoir 4/17/2023 6/18 Depth Check

11/9/2023 9/15 Depth Check

Custer County

Spotted Eagle 7/12/2023 Seine Haul (5) Bluegill 33 114 46 66-159 20-90

Black Crappie 67 104 77 27-225 40-140

Crappie YOY 67

Freshwater Drum 2 195 90 195 80-100

Emerald Shiner 114 88 76-101

Largemouth Bass 1 190 100 190 100

Largemouth Bass YOY 16 59 46-78

Pumpkinseed 3 113 27 111-116 10-40

Walleye 2 436 715 312-560250-1180

White Crappie 19 153 56 126-191 30-90

White Crappie YOY 43 41 27-77

Yellow Perch 7 118 42 68-169 20-70

Fyke Net (5) Bluegill 19 123 46 67-150 20-80

Black Crappie 95 166 79 109-214 20-160

Crappie  3

Freshwater Drum 2 331 410 330-332 400-420

Green Sunfish 1 101 20 101 20

Northern Pike 1 807 3000 807 3000

Pumpkinseed 3 113 85 74-152 70-100

Walleye 2 425 670 377-472 420-920

White Crappie 70 171 73 120-214 20-120

White Sucker 1 371 590 371 590

Yellow Bullhead 2 221 145 215-226 110-180

Yellow Perch 1 111 20 111 20

10/16/2023 Fyke Net (4) Black Crappie 112 234 93-350

White Crappie 90 97 84-108

*S = Depth in feet of waterbody at time of sample, F=Depth in feet from full pool level


image11.emf
Appendix A continued.  Results of sampling managed reservoirs in 2023.

Depth Mean Mean Length Weight

S/F Type of Number Length Weight Range Range

Reservoir Name Date (feet) *Sample Species Caught (mm) (gr) (mm) (gm)

Dawson County

Hollecker 7/18/2023 Seine Haul (1) Black Crappie 10 96 21 31-121 20-30

Sand Shiner 30 62 52-77

Western Silvery/ 1 105 20 105 20

Plains Minnow

Yellow Perch 4 80 20 62-128 20

Gillnet (1) Channel Catfish 1 426 560 426 560

Longnose Sucker 2 275 260 274-275 240-280

Walleye 13 463 882 378-540470-1440

White Sucker 1 343 530 343 530

Yellow Perch 29 154 61 136-198 40-140

Prairie Goat 11/9/2023 10/1 Depth Check

Rattlesnake Reservoir11/9/2023 12/2 Depth Check

Fallon County

Baker Lake 9/13/2023 Fyke Net (2) Black Crappie 35 225 177 191-243 100-240

Yellow Perch 1012 231 169 93-293 90-290

Mini-Fyke (6) Black Crappie 15 176 145 67-236 40-200

Yellow Perch 63 157 73 79-249 10-180

Maier Reservoir 9/19/2023 Mini-Fyke (6) Fathead Minnow 178 58 38-75

Yellow Perch 363 129 103 44-263 45-180

9/20/2023

Mini-Fyke (6)

Fathead Minnow 2345

Yellow Perch 628

Lander Dam 4/25/2023 14/0

Depth Check

South Sandstone 7/24/2023 Gillnet (3) Black Bullhead 143 208 130 175-271 60-270

Black Crappie 2 321 430 320-321 340-520

Northern Pike 26 571 1329 245-915460-4850

Walleye 5 388 1104 238-590780-2200

Yellow Perch 141 182 76 130-260 20-200

Seine Haul (3) Black Bullhead 270 137 123 88-212 100-140

Black Crappie 6 49 35-86

Yellow Perch 467 110 50 82-239 10-140

Garfield County

Kreider #1 9/25/2023 10/15 Gillnet (2) Largemouth Bass 11 209 148 127-263 40-300

Kreider #2 9/25/2023 Gillnet (2) Rainbow Trout 35 298 531 164-495 60-1440

Kreider #3 9/25/2023 10/6 Gillnet (2) No Fish

*S = Depth in feet of waterbody at time of sample, F=Depth in feet from full pool level
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Appendix A continued.  Results of sampling managed reservoirs in 2023.

Depth Mean Mean Length Weight

S/F Type of Number Length Weight Range Range

Reservoir Name Date (feet) *Sample Species Caught (mm) (gr) (mm) (gm)

Prairie County

Cherry Creek  4/17/2023 7/5 Depth Check

Reservoir 8/2/2023 6/6 Depth Check

10/10/2023 Mini-Fyke (3) Fathead Minnow 1957

10/11/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 6545

10/12/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 6545

10/13/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 3544

Clarks Reservoir 4/17/2023 5/8 Depth Check

8/2/2023 8/5 Depth Check

Coal Creek  4/17/2023 6/2 Depth Check

Reservoir 10/10/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 1,386

Grants Reservoir 4/17/2023 12/0 Depth Check

8/2/2023 10/2 Depth Check

10/10/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 17843

10/11/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 24,864

10/12/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 23,074

10/13/2023 Mini-Fyke (4) Fathead Minnow 54,917

Harms Reservoir 4/17/2023 5/11 Depth Check

8/2/2023 3/13 Depth Check

Homestead Reservoir4/17/2023 11/5 Depth Check

8/2/2023 10/6 Depth Check

Marshall Reservoir 4/17/2023 16/0 Depth Check

5/8/2023 Wild Fish Transfer Largemouth Bass 27

5/9/2023 Wild Fish Transfer Largemouth Bass 39

5/10/2023 Wild Fish Transfer Largemouth Bass 37 328 597 305-343 460-710

11/8/2023 Wild Fish Transfer Largemouth Bass 11 338 861 183-415 90-1460

Oil Pump 11/9/2023 12/4 Depth Check

Silvertip Reservoir 4/17/2023 18/0 Depth Check

8/2/2023 17/1 Gillnet (2) Rainbow Trout 29 386 923 151-460 40-1340

South Fork 4/17/2023 6/10 Depth Check

8/2/2023 1/15 Depth Check

Richland County

Gartside 7/18/2023 Gillnet (2) Bluegill 12 104 28 93-152 20-70

Channel Catfish 2 602 2050 540-6631240-2860

Largemouth Bass 3 230 327 153-384 50-880

*S = Depth in feet of waterbody at time of sample, F=Depth in feet from full pool level
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Appendix A continued.  Results of sampling managed reservoirs in 2023.

Depth Mean Mean Length Weight

S/F Type of Number Length Weight Range Range

Reservoir Name Date (feet) *Sample Species Caught (mm) (gr) (mm) (gm)

Richland County

Gartside 7/18/2023 Gillnet (2) Northern Pike 3 553 1113 421-687480-2040

Yellow Perch 11 160 50 134-192 40-70

Seine Haul (2) Bluegill 141 118 42 95-150 20-80

Black Crappie 3 166 83 126-188 50-100

Largemouth Bass 6 169 108 85-228 50-170

Yellow Perch 8 118 50 90-143 40-60

Rosebud County

A.G. Lee #2 9/27/2023 4/7 Gillnet (1) No Fish

A.G. Lee Pit 9/27/2023 7/0 Gillnet (1) No Fish

A.G. Lee Pit #2 9/27/2023 5/7 Depth Check

Castle Rock 8/8/2023 Gillnet (3) Black Crappie 6 179 156 103-293 10-420

Bluegill 10 208 234 123-246 30-340

Largemouth Bass 9 263 406 204-382190-1180

Northern Pike   18 440 561 224-593170-1080

Walleye 18 389 554 257-505160-1240

Seine Haul (3) Black Crappie 1 106 20 106 20

Black Crappie YOY 32 62 33-93

Bluegill  27 123 50 107-210 20-210

Bluegill YOY 20 66 52-86

Largemouth Bass 15 160 98 101-246 20-240

Largemouth Bass YOY 85 53 30-70

Northern Pike   2 349 180 324-374 120-240

Northern Pike YOY 5 109 10 100-118 10

*S = Depth in feet of waterbody at time of sample, F=Depth in feet from full pool level
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Water County Region Date Species Number Size Planting Hatchery

Ayers Pond (Courtney Ayers Pond) Prairie 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Beardsley Lake (Pat Beardsley, Beardsley 

Trout) Custer 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Beecher Trout Reservoir Rosebud 7 5/20/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Big Timber Trout Pond #1 Rosebud 7 5/20/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Blacks Sawmill Pond Rosebud 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Boulware Reservoir (Boulware Pond) Custer 7 6/6/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 5.42 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Brooks Reservoir 3 (L.C. Brooks #3) Garfield 7 5/20/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Burman Pond (Marvin Burman) Dawson 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Buxbaum Pond, Daryle (Walter West 

Buxbaum/Gary Schieber) Richland 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Cap Rock Reservoir Custer 7 6/5/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 5.41 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Castle Rock Reservoir Rosebud 7 7/12/2023 82 - Walleye 1000 2.01 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Chamberlain Reservoir #3 Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Clark Reservoir (Clark Pond) Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Clarks Reservoir Prairie 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Craft Pond 2 (Gerald Craft Bass Pond) Carter 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Frigid Reservoir (Frigid Pond) Carter 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Gartside Reservoir Richland 7 10/16/20231 - Rainbow Trout 1159 10.89 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Gaskill Reservoir # 1 Powder River 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Harlin Steiger Reservoir Treasure 7 8/22/2023 17 - Largemouth Bass500 2.86 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Harlin Steiger Reservoir Treasure 7 6/5/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 5.41 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Haughian Reservoir #1 (Henry Haughian, Leo 

Billing) Custer 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Hollecker Lake Dawson 7 10/16/20231 - Rainbow Trout 800 10.88 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Hollecker Lake Dawson 7 4/26/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 600 7.51 04 - Bluewater Springs Trout Hatchery

Jarden Reservoir 2 Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Killen, John #2 Res. (John Killen #4) Rosebud 7 5/20/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Kreider Reservoir #2 Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Lake Baker (Baker Lake) Fallon 7 6/29/2023 82 - Walleye 5000 1.89 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Lake Baker (Baker Lake) Fallon 7 6/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 6.7 52 - Fort Peck Hatchery

Lander Dam Fallon 7 11/10/202374 - Bluegill 11952 1.09 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Lander Dam Fallon 7 11/10/202317 - Largemouth Bass1596 2.34 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

MacNab Pond (McNabb Pond, MacNab) Carter 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Mardrie Baker Reservoir Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

McRae Reservoir 1, Jack Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Mud Turtle Reservoir Powder River 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Oil Pump Reservoir (Pumpers Pond) Prairie 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Pat Labree Reservoir Carter 7 7/21/2023 17 - Largemouth Bass1985 1.03 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Pinnow Reservoir Fallon 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Pinnow Reservoir 2 Fallon 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Ponessa Pond Rosebud 7 6/6/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 6.15 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Potts Reservoir (Potts Trout) Rosebud 7 5/20/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Pruett Pond Fallon 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery
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Water County Region Date Species Number Size Planting Hatchery

Rath Pond Carter 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Rattlesnake Reservoir Dawson 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Rest Reservoir Custer 7 6/6/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 5.42 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Reukauf Reservoir (Harms Reservoir, Reukauf 

Pond) Prairie 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Ringstveit Lake Rosebud 7 5/20/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Roerick Pond Powder River 7 4/24/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 204 7.51 04 - Bluewater Springs Trout Hatchery

Rost Pond (Roddy Rost) Fallon 7 7/21/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1028 4.68 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Ryan Ponds (John Ryan) Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Samuelson, Norman #2 Powder River 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Saylor Pond (Clyde Saylor) Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Saylor Reservoir (Irvine Saylor) Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Schlesinger Reservoir 1 Rosebud 7 5/20/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Schweigert Dam (Schweigert Pond, Schweigert 

Reservoir) Fallon 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Sidney Reservoir Carter 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Silvertip Reservoir Prairie 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

South Fork Reservoir Prairie 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

South Sandstone Reservoir Fallon 7 6/29/2023 82 - Walleye 10000 1.89 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Spotted Eagle Lake (Speckled Bird) Custer 7 9/19/2023 17 - Largemouth Bass384 3.03 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Spotted Eagle Lake (Speckled Bird) Custer 7 9/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1005 8.65 04 - Bluewater Springs Trout Hatchery

Spring Canyon Reservoir Carter 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 400 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Temple Pond Wibaux 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 1500 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Watt Reservoir Garfield 7 5/18/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 2000 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

West Plum Creek Reservoir Carter 7 5/19/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 600 2.27 14 - Miles City Fish Hatchery

Wibaux Fish Pond (Wibaux Pond) Wibaux 7 4/26/2023 1 - Rainbow Trout 800 7.51 04 - Bluewater Springs Trout Hatchery
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Receiveing Donor Number

Date Water County Species Water County Transferred

4/27/23 Hollecker Dawson Walleye Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson 55

5/4/23 Hollecker Dawson Channel Catfish Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson 5

5/4/23 Hollecker Dawson Walleye Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson 41

5/5/23 Hollecker Dawson Channel Catfish Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson 7

5/5/23 Hollecker Dawson Walleye Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson 19

5/5/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Walleye Yellowstone River-Intake Dawson 88

5/8/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Largemouth Bass Marshall Prairie 27

5/9/23 Steiger TreasureLargemouth Bass Marshall Prairie 39

5/10/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Largemouth Bass Marshall Prairie 37

9/19/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Yellow Perch Maier Fallon 541

9/19/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Fathead Minnow Maier Fallon 154

9/20/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Fathead Minnow Maier Fallon 2,345

9/20/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Yellow Perch Maier Fallon 628

10/10/23 Baker Lake Fallon Fathead Minnow Coal Creek Reservoir Prairie 1,386

10/10/23 Baker Lake Fallon Fathead Minnow Grants  Prairie 17,843

10/10/23 Baker Lake Fallon Fathead Minnow Cherry Creek Reservoir Prairie 1,957

10/11/23 Baker Lake Fallon Fathead Minnow Cherry Creek Reservoir Prairie 6,545

10/12/23 Baker Lake Fallon Fathead Minnow Cherry Creek Reservoir Prairie 6,545

10/12/23 Baker Lake Fallon Fathead Minnow Grants  Prairie 23,074

10/13/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Fathead Minnow Cherry Creek Reservoir Prairie 3,544

10/13/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Fathead Minnow Grants  Prairie 54,917

11/8/23 Spotted Eagle Custer Largemouth Bass Marshall Prairie 11
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Date Water Name Number Strain Length(in) Hatchery

4/24/2023 Roerick 204 Arlee x Erwin 7.51 Bluewater Springs

4/26/2023 Hollecker 600 Arlee x Erwin 7.51 Bluewater Springs

4/26/2023 Wibaux 800 Arlee x Erwin 7.51 Bluewater Springs

6/5/2023 Cap Rock 1000 Arlee 5.41 Miles City

6/5/2023 Harlin Steiger 500 Arlee 5.41 Miles City

6/6/2023 Boulware 1000 Arlee 5.42 Miles City

6/6/2023 Ponessa 500 Arlee 6.15 Miles City

6/6/2023 Rest Reservoir 1000 Arlee 5.42 Miles City

6/19/2023 Baker Lake 1000 Arlee x Erwin 6.7 Fort Peck

7/21/2023 Roddy Rost 1028 Arlee 4.68 Miles City

9/18/2023 Spotted Eagle 1005 Arlee x Erwin 8.65 Bluewater Springs

10/16/2023 Gartside 1159 Arlee 10.89 Miles City

10/16/2023 Hollecker 800 Arlee 10.88 Miles City


