009-2026 Cameron Creek Beaver Mimicry

FUTURE FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION

All sections must be addressed, or the application will be considered invalid

I.  APPLICANT INFORMATION
A. Applicant Name: Bitterroot Water Partnership

Mailing Address: 162 S. 2nd Street

ciy: Hamilton state: MT zip: 99840

Telephone: 4063752272 emai:  INfO@Dbitterrootwater.org

Contact Person (if

B different than applicant): Damon Tucker

address: 162 S. 2nd Street

ciy: Hamilton state: MT zip: 99840

Telephone: 4063752272 E-mail: damon@bitterrootwater.org

Landowner and/or Lessee Name

C. (it different than applicant): Paul Nelson - Sula Peak Ranch

Mailing Address: 7 2 74 French Basin Road

City: SUIa State: MT Zip: 59871

Telephone: emai:  PNEISON@jrmiller.com

I. PROJECT INFORMATION
A. Project Name: Beaver Mimicry on Cameron Creek

River, stream, or lake: Cameron Cf@@k

Location: Township: 01 N Range: 19 W Section: 03

Latitude:  45.865147 Longitude: -113.956338 Within project (decimal degrees)
county: Ravalli

B. Purpose of Project: (high level, focus on why the project is important)

Cameron Creek suffers from fine sediment erosion and channel incision, rising water temperatures, and lacks
habitat diversity for native fish populations along much of the stream before it enters the East Fork Bitterroot
River. This project seeks to address these impairments with multiple restoration treatment techniques along
approximately 2 miles of stream. BWP has already completed multiple restoration projects downstream on
Cameron Creek, and extending our efforts upstream will improve habitat both within Cameron Creek and the
East Fork Bitterroot.
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Brief Project Description (attach additional information to end of application). Please include the
anticipated construction schedule:

Restoration treatments are detailed below. Yearly work phases are detailed on the "Cameron Creek
Planview" attachment. Site photos and example treatments are also attached separately, and referenced in
the Cameron Creek Planview.
1. Low-tech, Process-Based Restoration (LTPBR)
BWP will install up to 200 beaver-dam analogues (BDASs) along this 2-mile reach of Cameron Creek.
BDAs will be constructed in yearly phases for three years. This effort will provide areas for fine sediments to
settle behind structures, raising water elevations and reconnecting the incised channel to historic
floodplain/wetland areas. In the long-term, reconstruction of the historic beaver wetland in this reach will
improve water quality and improve stream habitat for native fish.
2. Riparian Revegetation
As BDAs are installed, streambanks will be replanted with native riparian species. This will consist of
cuttings of native willows, cottonwoods, etc. installed into banks via "dibble bars" or similar tools. This has
been a cost-effective technique in lower reaches of Cameron Creek. BWP volunteer teams will plant as many
as 5k cuttings per year for at least 3 years. All plantings will have browse protection fencing installed around
them to prevent browse by wildlife and livestock until established. Revegetation design will provide a 35ft
vegetation buffer.
3. Brush Bank Treatments
Some eroded banks are exceptional, as high as 10 feet above the stream. These will need further
treatment to mitigate sediment erosion. Brush banks, coir logs, or similar treatments will be installed along
with native plants to arrest fine sediment erosion while the LTPBR treatment takes effect. Up to 200 feet of
brush bank treatments may be necessary.
4. Beaver Mitigation Devices
To minimize human-beaver conflict, BWP will install beaver mitigation devices. Devices will be installed
at four culverts and 1 irrigation diversion. We will install starter dams (BDAs placed 15-20 feet upstream of
infrastructure) and wire fences around structures to prevent beavers from damming these critical areas. This
will allow beaver wetlands to expand without damaging ranch infrastructure.
5. Grazing Management
BWP staff will coordinate with the landowner to create a grazing management plan that sustains native
plant establishment while also supporting the landowner's grazing needs. This may include riparian fencing
and/or adjustments to grazing timing/frequency.
6. Maintenance
Each year, BWP staff/volunteers will repair BDAs constructed in-stream. BWP staff will also maintain the
beaver mitigation devices for up to 5 years, at which time the landowner will take over maintenance of the
devices. Beaver are expected to migrate from up- and downstream of the project area, negating long-term
maintenance needs for the beaver dam complex. If riparian fencing is chosen as a form of grazing control,
the landowner will maintain said fences once installed. BWP and the landowner will assure the project is
maintained for twenty years.

D. What was the cause of habitat degradation and how will the project correct the cause?

The primary causes of degradation are a significant lack of riparian vegetation and stream complexity, likely
caused by extirpation of beavers in the area long ago. Map data, including attached LiDAR models, suggest
this area was likely a beaver wetland complex in the past, and a lack of vegetation has led to an incised
stream disconnected from its historic floodplain. This project will utilize low-tech instream structures such as
beaver dam analogues to restore the stream. BWP will also work with the landowner to adjust grazing on the
site to be productive for both agriculture and the health of the stream.
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Length of stream or size of lake that will be treated (project extent): 2 miles of stream

Length/size of impact, if larger than project extent (e.g., stream miles opened):

Project Budget Summary:
Grant Request (Dollars):  $ 33,770.00

Matching Dollars:  $ 59,114.00

Matching In-Kind Services:* $ 64,333.00

*salaries of government employees are not considered matching contributions

Other Contributions (not used as match) $ 3305

Total Project Cost: $ 160,522.00

Attach itemized (line item) budget — see budget template

Attach project location map(s) that include:
Iil Extent of the project, including context (relation to major landmark or town)

Iil Indication of public and private property

|i| Riparian buffer locations and widths (if applicable) and grazing locations

Attach project plans:
|i| Detailed sketches or plan views with the location and proposed restoration

|i| Pre-project photographs (GPS location strongly recommended)

If water leasing or water salvage is involved, attach a supplemental questionnaire
(https://myfwp.mt.gov/getRepositoryFile?objectiD=36110)

Attach support letters or statements of (e.g., landowner consent, community or public support). For
FWP statement, attach provided template. List any other project partners:

Letters of support are attached. This project is also supported by Montana DEQ's Nonpoint
Source Pollution program.

MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING (attach additional information to end of application):

A.

A 20-year maintenance commitment is required*. Please confirm that you will ensure  Yes No
this protection and describe your approach. Attach any relevant maintenance plans. |:|
*If it is a water leasing project, describe the length of the agreement.

BWP staff will directly manage maintenance of the project, and coordinate with the
landowner to ensure that restoration objectives and outcomes are protected indefinitely.
We have worked with Sula Peak Ranch on multiple projects in the past, and will continue a
long-term partnership to support restoration objectives.

Will grazing be part of or adjacent to the project? If so, describe or attach land management plans,
including short term and long term grazing regimes. If the landowner is not the applicant, please
describe their involvement in the project. If you want assistance with grazing plan development, note your need.

Grazing does occur within the project area. BWP will work with the landowner to establish
effective grazing regimes that will support long-term establishment of native vegetation
along the creek. The landowner will be heavily involved in this process. BWP staff will
coordinate with NRCS for grazing management plan support, but would welcome FWP
assistance with grazing plan development as well.
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C.

009-2026 Cameron Creek Beaver Mimicry

Will the project be monitored to determine if goals were met? If so, what are the short-term and
long-term plans to assess benefits and lessons learned? Were pre-project data collected? Will
monitoring information be shared with FWP?

The project will be monitored for success, primarily focusing on lowering
sediment/temperature pollution, and increasing native vegetation along the streambanks.
BWP staff will use a combination of photopoint monitoring, BEHI sediment assessments,
and water temperature data to evaluate the success of the project. Pre-project data is
being collected this season before implementation begins next year. We are happy to
share the monitoring data with FWP staff.

IV. PROJECT BENEFITS (attach additional information to end of application):

A.

What species of fish will benefit from this project?

This project will primarily benefit Westslope Cutthroat Trout. Cameron Creek is considered
a priority stream to protect this native trout species, as a population exists upstream of the
project area showing little to no hybridization with non-native trout. FWP sampling 1.5
miles above the project in 2020 found at least 20% of caught fish to be WCT. This project
will improve stream connectivity and habitat variety similar to this sampling area.

How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat?

Cameron Creek is considered a priority stream for non-hybridized Westslope Cutthroat
Trout. This reach of Cameron Creek has become an incised, eroded stream with riparian
vegetation lacking along over half the total streambank length. Fine sediment erosion is
consistent across much of the project site. This project seeks to restore the stream to
conditions that improve native fish habitat, primarily by establishing native vegetation,
minimizing fine sediment erosion in-stream, and improving stream and habitat complexity.

What is the expected improvement to fish populations, both short term and long term? How might
the project translate to angler success?

We anticipate that improving fish habitat in this stream reach will improve habitat
connectivity upstream to USFS lands along Cameron Creek, as well as Cameron Creek's
flow into the East Fork Bitterroot. Expanding this habitat will provide more cover and
improved water quality for local, upstream populations of Westslope Cutthroat Trout.
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Will the project increase public fishing opportunity for wild fish and, if so, how? Is public fishing
allowed onsite? Is it allowed by permission? If not, describe how the public would benefit.

Public fishing is not currently allowed in the project area, and enabling fishing access is not a part of the
project. However, a USFS-owned section of Cameron Creek exists above the project area. This project
seeks to improve and restore habitat connectivity for native fish throughout Cameron Creek.

Cameron Creek historically provided cold water refuge and vital habitat for native fish species travelling
upstream from the East Fork Bitterroot. Increased sediment pollution and a lack of riparian vegetation has
worsened that habitat availability. Improving habitat and water quality in Cameron Creek will support native
fish populations in the East Fork, a popular fishing area for the Bitterroot valley.

Aside from angling, what local or large-scale public benefits will be realized from this project?

Habitat and water quality improvements in Cameron Creek will benefit downstream uses. Cameron Creek is
a major tributary of the East Fork Bitterroot, a river considered water quality impaired. Cameron Creek is a
source of fine sediment and higher water temperatures feeding into the impaired East Fork. This projects
seeks to reduce sediment pollution from Cameron Creek into the East Fork to improve water quality while
also expanding fish habitat in the creek itself. This objective, combined with extensive revegetation of the
riparian corridor, will also lower summer water temperatures long-term.

Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners? (explain):

No water or property rights will be interfered with by this project.

Will the project result in the development of commercial recreational use on the site (including paid
access)? Explain:

No

Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity?

No

Each approved project applicant must enter into a written agreement with Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks specifying terms and duration of the project. The applicant must obtain all applicable permits
prior to project construction. A competitive bid process must be followed when using State funds.

V. AUTHORIZING STATEMENT
I (we) hereby declare that the information and all statements to this application are true, complete, and
accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge and that the project or activity complies with rules of the
Future Fisheries Improvement Program.

Applicant Signature:

... 5/15/2026

Submittal: Applications must be signhed and received on or before November 15 and May 15 to be
considered for the subsequent funding period. Late or incomplete applications will be rejected.

Mail to:

FWP Future Fisheries Email:  Future Fisheries Coordinator

Fish Habitat Bureau FWPFFIP@mt.gov

PO Box 200701 (electronic submissions must be signed)

Helena, MT 59620-0701 For files over 10MB, use https://transfer.mt.gov and send
to bailey.duxbury@mt.gov
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS
Both tables MUST be completed appropriately or the application will be invalid. Please see the example budget sheet for clarification.

PROJECT COSTS GRANT REQUEST AND FUNDING
Work.ltems Number of Unit . MaFCh‘T‘g cher
(Itemize by Units Description* Cost/Unit Total Cost FUTURE FISHERIES | Contributions Contributions Total Fundi
Category) REQUEST (Cash or In- |(Funds not used as otal Funding
*Units = feet, hours, cubic yards, etc. Do not use lump sum unless necessary. Kind)*** match)
Personnel
Survey 1 Contractor Surve  $3,305.00 $ 3,305.00 3,305.00 $ 3,305.00
Design 30 Hours $36.00 $ 1,080.00 1,080.00 $ 1,080.00
Engineering 0 $0.00| $ - $ -
Permitting 30 Hours $36.00 $ 1,080.00 1,080.00 $ 1,080.00
Oversight 80 hours $36.00 $ 2,880.00 2,880.00 $ 2,880.00
Maintenance** $ - $ -
Sub-Total $ 8,345.00 | $ - $ 5,040.00 $ 3,305.00  $ 8,345.00
Travel
Mileage 2400 Miles $0.70| $ 1,680.00 1,680.00 $ 1,680.00
Per diem 0 $0.00 $ - $ -
Sub-Total $ 1,680.00 $ 1,680.00  $ - $ 1,680.00
Construction Materials
BDA Posts 1600 Per Post $8.00| $ 12,800.00 12,800.00 $ 12,800.00
Willow Cuttings 15000 Cuttings $1.00| $ 15,000.00 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00
Browse
Protection
Fence 4000 linear feet $2.00| $ 8,000.00 8,000.00 $ 8,000.00
Woody Debris
for BDAs 1 total debris value $15,000.00 $ 15,000.00 15,000.00 $ 15,000.00
T-Posts for
Browse
Protection 330 per post $9.00| $ 2,970.00 2,970.00 $ 2,970.00
$ - $ -
$ - $ -
$ - $ -
Sub-Total $ 53,770.00 | $ 23,770.00 | $ 30,000.00 | $ - $ 53,770.00
Equipment, Labor, and Mobilization
Volunteer Labor 950 hours $36.14 $ 34,333.00 34,333.00 $ 34,333.00
Staff Labor 320 hours $36.00 $ 11,520.00 11,520.00 $ 11,520.00
Brush Bank
Installation 1 Contractor Servii  $30,000.00 $ 30,000.00 10,000.00 20,000.00 $ 30,000.00
Survey/Design
Support 1|Contractor Servii $20,874.00 $ 20,874.00 20,874.00 $ 20,874.00
$ - $ -
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BUDGET TEMPLATE SHEET FOR FUTURE FISHERIES PROGRAM APPLICATIONS

Sub-Total

96,727.00 | $

10,000.00

$

86,727.00

96,727.00

OVERALL TOTALS

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

160,522.00 | $

33,770.00

$

123,447.00

$

3,305.00

R R AR R e e ]

160,522.00

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

**Eor projects that include a maintenance request, it cannot exceed 10% of the total project cost.

***Match can include in-kind materials or labor. Justification for in-kind labor (e.g. hourly rates used) can be noted below. Do not use government salaries as match.

Additional budget detail: Volunteer hours calculated via the average national value of volunteer labor as of 2026 ($36.14 per hour).

APPLICATION MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS

Total should equal match listed above; do not include requested funds

CONTRIBUTOR IN-KIND CASH TOTAL Secured? (Y/N)
DEQ Non-Point Source Pollution Program $ - $ 59,114.00 | $ 59,114.00 |Y
BWP Volunteer and Materials Match $ 64,333.00 $ - $ 64,333.00 |Y

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

$ - $ - $ -

TOTALS $ 64,333.00  $ 59,114.00 $ 123,447.00

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS

Total should equal other contributions listed above; these are funds not specically matched to the Future Fisheries application

CONTRIBUTOR

IN-KIND

CASH

TOTAL

Secured? (Y/N)

DEQ Non-Point Source Pollution Program

3,305.00

3,305.00

Y

1
B R H P BB

L R AR R R AR e

- $
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$

$

TOTALS

$

$

3,305.00

$

3,305.00

Pages 3 of 3

(Revised 5/15/2026)



009-2026 Cameron Creek Beaver Mimic

S
3
)
3
o
>
w0
Y
m‘
5
)
a

! A " o o
ﬁl;“ :' V‘I ‘ '-"

Uppr Cameron Creek Restoration Project Overview

Sula Peak Ranch Boundary Reference Reach Project Area Pasture Fence

- o

Project Coordinates: 45.8671487, -113.9527311
Stream Restoration Possible: 2.5 miles
Wetland/Floodplain Potential: Up to 20 Acres
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Culvert 1

Site Photo 1—»

pytujse@uoutd

Photo 5—»

Photo 2

%

<4 Culvert 2

2027 - Phase 1

2028 - Phase 11 2029 - Phase III
1. 60+ BDA structures in Unit 3 1. 60+ BDAs in Unit 1.
2. 5000+ willows planted in Unit 3

1. up to 80 BDAs in Units 1, 2, and 3.
2. 5000+ willows planted in Units 1 and 3. 2. 5000+ Willows planted across all units.
3. Headcut repair in Unit 2. 3. Beaver mitigation devices installed.
4. Brush bank treatments on up to 100 feet of bank

4. Brush bank treatments on up to 100 feet of bank
in Unit 1. in Unit 3.
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Relative Elevation Model to estimate inundation under various changes to water surface
elevation. If water surface elevation is initially elevated one foot, water inundation would
be within the areas in green. Over time, water surface elevation could be raised 2.5-3
feet, regularly inundating the regions in yellow/light orange. Current wetland/beaver
habitat is visible in Unit 4, and an approximate reference condition.
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Cameron Creek 2026 Site Photos

Photo numbers below match locations in the “CameronCreek_2026_Phases_Map” Attachment.

Photo 1, Unit 3: 8-foot tall eroded bank.
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Photo 2, Unit 3: Side channel area that could be connected to the main channel using BDAs.
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Photo 3, Unit 2: Example of eroding banks that occur in most of the project area.
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Site Photo 4, Unit 2: Headcutting at ditch outlet into Cameron Creek.



009-2026 Cameron Creek Beaver Mimicry

Photo 5, Unit 1: 10-foot tall, eroded bank.
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Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Watershed Protection Bureau

PO Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620

Dear 319 Panelists:

I would like to offer my support of the Bitterroot Water Partnership’s latest restoration project
application on our property, “2026 Bitterroot Headwaters Restoration.” BWP has completed
successful stream restoration projects on Cameron Creek both up- and downstream of this
proposed project for 2027-2029. Each project has improved the stream and habitat on the
property substantially, and we have coordinated with BWP on projects around the East Fork

Bitterroot as well. We look forward to pursuing further restoration together on Cameron Creek at
Sula Peak Ranch.

Sincerely,

e

Paul Nelson, Ranch Manager, Sula Peak Ranch LLC
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FWP.MT.GOV THE OUTSIDE IS IN US ALL.

Jason Lindstrom
Fisheries Biologist
1801 North First Street
Hamilton, MT 59840

March 6, 2026

RE: Statement of impact for Bitterroot Water Partnership’s Cameron Creek project.

This letter is being provided as a statement of impact for the project proposed by the Bitterroot Water
Partnership on Cameron Creek in the Bitterroot Headwaters area. As the fisheries biologist for Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks in the Bitterroot drainage, | am very familiar with the project location. Cameron
Creek is a direct tributary to the East Fork Bitterroot River, which is listed as an impaired waterbody on
Montana’s 303(d) list. While Cameron Creek is not listed as impaired, it suffers from similar issues as the
East Fork including elevated water temperatures, sedimentation, and reduced woody stream-side
vegetation. The stream supports native westslope cutthroat trout, a species of concern, although poor
habitat quality in the lower portion of the drainage limits occupancy in this area.

Historic land use practices have led to severe habitat degradation along much of lower Cameron Creek.
Woody riparian vegetation removal and channelization have caused significant down cutting in many
areas as well as accelerated bank erosion. Pool habitat necessary to support a quality fishery is limited,
as is spawning and rearing habitat for native salmonids. In addition to channel instability, the lack of
woody vegetation along much of lower Cameron Creek has led to elevated summer water temperatures
further limiting habitat quality.

The low-tech process-based restoration techniques in addition to soft bank treatments discussed in the
Bitterroot Water Partnership’s application are appropriate to address project objectives. Properly
implemented, the beaver dam analog structures and bank treatments, in conjunction with riparian
plantings and grazing management, will accelerate the natural recovery of the area. It will help to aggrade
the stream bed and reconnect this section of Cameron Creek to a functional floodplain. The project will
also help to increase habitat complexity and pool habitat, providing a direct benefit to the fishery.

This proposed project complements FWP’s management direction for the drainage as described in the
current Statewide Fisheries Management Plan 2023-2026, which is to conserve and enhance migratory
and resident native trout populations.

Sincerely,
Jasow Lindstrom

Jason Lindstrom — Fisheries Biologist
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Ph# (406) 529-8058

Email: Jason.Lindtrom@mt.gov
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	anticipated construction schedule: Restoration treatments are detailed below. Yearly work phases are detailed on the "Cameron Creek Planview" attachment. Site photos and example treatments are also attached separately, and referenced in the Cameron Creek Planview.
1. Low-tech, Process-Based Restoration (LTPBR)
           BWP will install up to 200 beaver-dam analogues (BDAs) along this 2-mile reach of Cameron Creek. BDAs will be constructed in yearly phases for three years. This effort will provide areas for fine sediments to settle behind structures, raising water elevations and reconnecting the incised channel to historic floodplain/wetland areas. In the long-term, reconstruction of the historic beaver wetland in this reach will improve water quality and improve stream habitat for native fish.
2. Riparian Revegetation
          As BDAs are installed, streambanks will be replanted with native riparian species. This will consist of cuttings of native willows, cottonwoods, etc. installed into banks via "dibble bars" or similar tools. This has been a cost-effective technique in lower reaches of Cameron Creek. BWP volunteer teams will plant as many as 5k cuttings per year for at least 3 years. All plantings will have browse protection fencing installed around them to prevent browse by wildlife and livestock until established. Revegetation design will provide a 35ft vegetation buffer.
3. Brush Bank Treatments
          Some eroded banks are exceptional, as high as 10 feet above the stream. These will need further treatment to mitigate sediment erosion. Brush banks, coir logs, or similar treatments will be installed along with native plants to arrest fine sediment erosion while the LTPBR treatment takes effect. Up to 200 feet of brush bank treatments may be necessary.
4. Beaver Mitigation Devices
         To minimize human-beaver conflict, BWP will install beaver mitigation devices. Devices will be installed at four culverts and 1 irrigation diversion. We will install starter dams (BDAs placed 15-20 feet upstream of infrastructure) and wire fences around structures to prevent beavers from damming these critical areas. This will allow beaver wetlands to expand without damaging ranch infrastructure.
5. Grazing Management
        BWP staff will coordinate with the landowner to create a grazing management plan that sustains native plant establishment while also supporting the landowner's grazing needs. This may include riparian fencing and/or adjustments to grazing timing/frequency.
6. Maintenance
       Each year, BWP staff/volunteers will repair BDAs constructed in-stream. BWP staff will also maintain the beaver mitigation devices for up to 5 years, at which time the landowner will take over maintenance of the devices. Beaver are expected to migrate from up- and downstream of the project area, negating long-term maintenance needs for the beaver dam complex. If riparian fencing is chosen as a form of grazing control, the landowner will maintain said fences once installed. BWP and the landowner will assure the project is maintained for twenty years.
	What was the cause of habitat degradation and how will the project correct the cause: The primary causes of degradation are a significant lack of riparian vegetation and stream complexity, likely caused by extirpation of beavers in the area long ago. Map data, including attached LiDAR models, suggest this area was likely a beaver wetland complex in the past, and a lack of vegetation has led to an incised stream disconnected from its historic floodplain. This project will utilize low-tech instream structures such as beaver dam analogues to restore the stream. BWP will also work with the landowner to adjust grazing on the site to be productive for both agriculture and the health of the stream.
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	FWP statement attach provided template List any other project partners: Letters of support are attached. This project is also supported by Montana DEQ's Nonpoint Source Pollution program.
	Yes: On
	No: 
	If it is a water leasing project describe the length of the agreement: BWP staff will directly manage maintenance of the project, and coordinate with the landowner to ensure that restoration objectives and outcomes are protected indefinitely. We have worked with Sula Peak Ranch on multiple projects in the past, and will continue a long-term partnership to support restoration objectives.
	describe their involvement in the project If you want assistance with grazing plan development note your need: Grazing does occur within the project area. BWP will work with the landowner to establish effective grazing regimes that will support long-term establishment of native vegetation along the creek. The landowner will be heavily involved in this process. BWP staff will coordinate with NRCS for grazing management plan support, but would welcome FWP assistance with grazing plan development as well. 
	monitoring information be shared with FWP: The project will be monitored for success, primarily focusing on lowering sediment/temperature pollution, and increasing native vegetation along the streambanks. BWP staff will use a combination of photopoint monitoring, BEHI sediment assessments, and water temperature data to evaluate the success of the project. Pre-project data is being collected this season before implementation begins next year. We are happy to share the monitoring data with FWP staff.
	What species of fish will benefit from this project: This project will primarily benefit Westslope Cutthroat Trout. Cameron Creek is considered a priority stream to protect this native trout species, as a population exists upstream of the project area showing little to no hybridization with non-native trout. FWP sampling 1.5 miles above the project in 2020 found at least 20% of caught fish to be WCT. This project will improve stream connectivity and habitat variety similar to this sampling area.
	How will the project protect or enhance wild fish habitat: Cameron Creek is considered a priority stream for non-hybridized Westslope Cutthroat Trout. This reach of Cameron Creek has become an incised, eroded stream with riparian vegetation lacking along over half the total streambank length. Fine sediment erosion is consistent across much of the project site. This project seeks to restore the stream to conditions that improve native fish habitat, primarily by establishing native vegetation, minimizing fine sediment erosion in-stream, and improving stream and habitat complexity. 
	the project translate to angler success: We anticipate that improving fish habitat in this stream reach will improve habitat connectivity upstream to USFS lands along Cameron Creek, as well as Cameron Creek's flow into the East Fork Bitterroot. Expanding this habitat will provide more cover and improved water quality for local, upstream populations of Westslope Cutthroat Trout.
	allowed onsite Is it allowed by permission If not describe how the public would benefit: Public fishing is not currently allowed in the project area, and enabling fishing access is not a part of the project. However, a USFS-owned section of Cameron Creek exists above the project area. This project seeks to improve and restore habitat connectivity for native fish throughout Cameron Creek.

Cameron Creek historically provided cold water refuge and vital habitat for native fish species travelling upstream from the East Fork Bitterroot. Increased sediment pollution and a lack of riparian vegetation has worsened that habitat availability. Improving habitat and water quality in Cameron Creek will support native fish populations in the East Fork, a popular fishing area for the Bitterroot valley.
	Aside from angling what local or largescale public benefits will be realized from this project: Habitat and water quality improvements in Cameron Creek will benefit downstream uses. Cameron Creek is a major tributary of the East Fork Bitterroot, a river considered water quality impaired. Cameron Creek is a source of fine sediment and higher water temperatures feeding into the impaired East Fork. This projects seeks to reduce sediment pollution from Cameron Creek into the East Fork to improve water quality while also expanding fish habitat in the creek itself. This objective, combined with extensive revegetation of the riparian corridor, will also lower summer water temperatures long-term.
	Will the project interfere with water or property rights of adjacent landowners explain: No water or property rights will be interfered with by this project.
	access Explain: No
	Is this project associated with the reclamation of past mining activity: No
	Date: 5/15/2026
	Signature1_es_:signer:signature: 


