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(406) 454-5855 

 

SUBJECT: Future Fisheries Funding Request for Lower Hound Creek  

DATE: May 4, 2026 

Dear Panel Members,   

 

The Smith River is a major recreational corridor that provides high quality angling and floating 

opportunities. Hound Creek is a tributary to the Smith River originating in the northern Big Belt Mountains 

in Cascade County that provides significant flow to the Smith River and is an important spawning tributary 

for fish in the Smith and Missouri rivers. Hound Creek is on the impaired stream list for alteration in 

stream-side vegetation, chlorophyl-a, excess algal growth, and total nitrogen. Future Fisheries 

Improvement Program funding would be used to implement Phase 1 of restoration on Hound Creek, 

realigning the stream away from high eroding banks and reconnecting the stream with the floodplain. 

These modifications to Hound Creek would result in direct benefits to anglers on Hound Creek, the Smith 

River, and the Missouri River, primarily through improved fish spawning habitat and improved access to 

spawning habitat upstream of the project. 

 

FWP has been closely involved in the identification, design, and coordination of the project since its 

inception. Hound Creek is listed as a target area for restoration in the Smith River Basinwide Assessment 

and Watershed Restoration Plan (SWRP); this project would help to reach the objectives of the SWRP and 

provide benefits to anglers by improving water quality, water quantity, and fish habitat. Specific benefits 

to the stream and fishery include increased fish spawning habitat, improved access to upstream spawning 

habitat, reduced sediment input to the stream channel, reconnected floodplain, restored banks, and 

improved riparian conditions. As the organization responsible for the creation of the SWRP, we feel 

funding Phase1: Hound Creek Realignment and Floodplain Reconnection is a good use of funds and 

addresses resource issues identified in the SWRP that will provide benefits to the fishery and anglers.  

 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Sincerely, 

Adam Geik 

Fish Biologist - Region 4 - Great Falls 



May 13, 2026 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
 Fisheries Division 
 1420 East 6th Avenue 
 P.O. Box 200701 
 Helena, MT 59620 

RE: Lower Hound Creek Realignment and Floodplain Reconnection Project 

Dear Members of the Future Fisheries Improvement Program Funding Review Panel: 

I am writing in support of the High Plains Conservation District (HPCD) Lower Hound Creek 
Realignment and Floodplain Reconnection Project. 

As a landowner within the Lower Hound Creek drainage, including the property where Hound 
Creek enters the Smith River, I have observed firsthand the impacts of channel erosion, loss of 
topsoil, and associated water quality concerns. These issues affect not only my property, but 
also downstream aquatic habitat and the broader Smith River watershed. 

I believe this project is an important step toward restoring channel stability, slowing erosion, 
reconnecting floodplains, and improving both water quality and aquatic habitat. The 
collaborative effort between HPCD, the Smith River Habitat Project, federal and state agencies, 
recreational interests, and local landowners demonstrates a thoughtful, basin-wide approach to 
addressing these challenges. 

I believe funding the HPCD Lower Hound Creek Realignment and Floodplain Reconnection 
Project represents a sound use of Future Fisheries Improvement Program funds and will provide 
long-term benefits to the Hound Creek and Smith River basins for years to come. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Ken McKamey 
 McKamey Ranch Co. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

May 7, 2026 
 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Fisheries Division 
1420 E. Sixth Ave. 
P.O. Box 200701 
Helena, MT 59620-0701 
 
 

RE: Phase 1: Hound Creek Realignment and Floodplain Reconnection 
 
Dear members of the Future Fisheries Improvement Program Funding Review 
Panel: 
 
Montana Trout Unlimited (MTU) is writing to support the High Plains 
Conservation District (HPCD) Phase 1: Hound Creek Realignment and 
Floodplain Reconnection project. This is part of Smith River watershed 
restoration plan (WRP) and is highlighted as a target restoration area. The 
Smith River is a major recreational corridor and home to historic ranch 
operations.  Hound Creek is a Smith River tributary originating in the northern 
Big Belt Mountains in Cascade County.  Future Fisheries Improvement Program 
(FFIP) funding will be used to implement Phase 1 of restoration on Hound 
Creek, realigning the stream away from high eroding banks and reconnecting 
the stream with the floodplain. This project will restore the channel, slow 
erosion, reconnect floodplains and, most importantly for our mission, improve 
aquatic habitat. Hound Creek is an important flow contributor to the Smith 
River and is on the impaired stream list for alteration in stream-side 
vegetation, chlorophyl-a, excess algal growth, and total nitrogen.       
 
MTU offers our support of this effort and FFIP funding on behalf of our more 
than 5,000 supporters in Montana, especially the Missouri River Flyfishers and 
Pat Barnes chapters of Trout Unlimited. The goal of improving water and 
habitat in the Smith is one of our organization’s top priorities and the Hound 
Creek effort being proposed for funding via the High Plains CD fits squarely in 
the priority, as well as aligning with our mission to conserve, protect and 
restore coldwater fisheries and their habitats in Montana, a mission we have 
pursued for more than 60 years via our staff and 13 volunteer chapters across 
the state. We have collectively invested decades and untold funding in 
maintaining or improving the health of the Smith River watershed. Most 
recently that has included fully supporting the development and approval of 
the Smith River WRP, the first two projects implemented under that Plan, and 
the initial site assessment and development of the Hound Creek project.  



 

 
Last July (2025), I (David Brooks) toured the lower reaches of Hound Creek as 
part of an initial assessment of project viability that identified the reach of 
stream being targeted in this proposal as the highest priority for improving the 
ecosystem elements herein identified, as well as protecting the landowner’s 
property from further erosion. MTU funded that initial site assessment and 
has committed funds to the project design. The Missouri River Flyfishers and 
Pat Barnes TU chapters have also committed funding for this project. As part 
of a collaborative effort, MTU has working knowledge of the project basin and 
HPCD, and is confident this funding will contribute to a larger overall 
collaboration to restore and repair a resource that is valued for food 
production as well as recreational opportunities to all Montanans.  Our 
organization (MTU, along with MRF and PBTU chapters) stand ready to provide 
non-governmental match funding for the a FFIP grant, should it be awarded.  
 
If you have any further questions don’t hesitate to reach out.   
 
Thank you, 

 
David Brooks 
Executive Director 
Montana Trout Unlimited 
david@montanatu.org 
 

 
Tracy Wendt 
President 
Missouri River Flyfishers Chapter TU 
mrftu406@gmail.com 
 

 
Kiel Midtlyng 
President 
Pat Barnes Chapter TU 
KMidtlyng@valleybankglacier.com 

 

mailto:david@montanatu.org
mailto:mrftu406@gmail.com
mailto:KMidtlyng@valleybankglacier.com


 

 
May 6, 2026 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Fisheries Division 
1420 E. Sixth Ave. 
P.O. Box 200701 
Helena, MT 59620-0701 

RE: Hound Creek Realignment and Floodplain Reconnection 

Dear members of the Future Fisheries Improvement Program Funding Review Panel: 

Geum Environmental Consulting (Geum) is writing to support the High Plains Conservation District (HPCD) 
Hound Creek Realignment and Floodplain Reconnection project. Our firm, a Montana-based small 
business established in 2003, is currently assisting with the design and development of the project and 
strongly support efforts to advance its implementation. Hound Creek is identified as a target restoration 
area in the recently completed Smith River Watershed Restoration Plan (WRP). The Smith River is a major 
recreational corridor and home to historic ranch operations. Hound Creek is a Smith River tributary 
originating in the northern Big Belt Mountains in Cascade County. Future Fisheries Improvement Program 
funding will be used to implement Phase 1 of restoration on Hound Creek, realigning the channel away 
from actively eroding streambanks to restore diverse aquatic habitat and increase connected floodplain 
area for long-term woody riparian vegetation establishment . Hound Creek is an important contributor of 
both flows and trout to the lower Smith River.       

Geum worked closely with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) to develop the Smith River Watershed 
Restoration Plan (WRP) in 2023 and 2024. Through that process, we conducted extensive stakeholder 
outreach and identified several projects to begin addressing issues in the watershed. In the last year, FWP 
has completed habitat and floodplain restoration work on the North Fork Smith River, South Fork Smith 
River, and addressed erosion issues at several boat camps in the Smith River State Park float corridor using 
soil bioengineering techniques. Up to that point, very little restoration had occurred in the Smith River 
drainage. The Hound Creek floodplain restoration project represents an important opportunity to 
continue restoring the Smith River basin and create landowner advocates for long-term resource 
protection. Our firm has designed numerous restoration projects that have received Future Fisheries 
Improvement Program funding over the years and we strongly believe funding this work is a sound use of 
program funds.   

Sincerely, 

Amy Sacry, Vice President and Senior Project Manager 
Geum Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
(406) 381-0858 
asacry@geumconsulting.com 

307 State Street 
P.O. Box 1956 
Hamilton, Montana 59840 
Phone: 406-363-2353, Fax: 406-363-3015 
http://www.geumconsulting.com 









Fu
tu

re
 F

ish
er

ie
s I

m
pr

ov
em

en
t P

ro
gr

am
c/

o 
M

ich
el

le
 M

cG
re

e
M

on
ta

na
 F

ish
, W

ild
lif

e 
&

 P
ar

ks
P.

O
. B

ox
20

07
01

14
29

 6
th

Av
en

ue
He

le
na

, M
T 

59
62

0-
07

01

Ad
am

 G
ei

k
Fi

sh
 B

io
l o

gi
st

 -
Re

gi
on

 4
-G

re
at

 F
al

ls
M

on
ta

na
 F

ish
, W

ild
lif

e 
&

 P
ar

ks
(4

06
) 4

54
-5

85
5

SU
BJ

EC
T:

 F
ut

ur
e 

Fi
sh

er
ie

s F
un

di
ng

 R
eq

ue
st

fo
rL

ow
er

 H
ou

nd
 C

re
ek

D
AT

E:
M

ay
4,

 2
02

6

De
ar

 P
an

el
M

em
be

rs
, 

Th
e 

Sm
ith

 R
iv

er
 i

s 
a 

m
aj

or
 r

ec
re

at
io

na
l 

co
rri

do
r 

th
at

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
hi

gh
 q

ua
lit

y
an

gl
in

g 
an

d 
flo

at
in

g 
op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s. 
Ho

un
d 

Cr
ee

k i
s a

tri
bu

ta
ry

 to
 th

e
Sm

ith
 R

iv
er

 o
rig

in
at

in
g 

in
 th

e 
no

rth
er

n 
Bi

g 
Be

lt 
M

ou
nt

ai
ns

 
in

 C
as

ca
de

 C
ou

nt
yt

ha
tp

ro
vi

de
ss

ig
ni

fic
an

t f
lo

w
to

 th
e 

Sm
ith

 R
iv

er
 a

nd
 is

 a
n 

im
po

rta
nt

 sp
aw

ni
ng

 tr
ib

ut
ar

y 
fo

r 
fis

h 
in

 t
he

 S
m

ith
 a

nd
 M

iss
ou

ri 
riv

er
s. 

Ho
un

d 
Cr

ee
k 

is 
on

 t
he

 im
pa

ire
d 

st
re

am
 li

st
 fo

r 
al

te
ra

tio
n 

in
 

st
re

am
-s

id
e 

ve
ge

ta
tio

n,
 

ch
lo

ro
ph

yl
-a

, 
ex

ce
ss

 
al

ga
l 

gr
ow

th
, 

an
d 

to
ta

l 
ni

tro
ge

n.
 

Fu
tu

re
 

Fi
sh

er
ie

s
Im

pr
ov

em
en

t P
ro

gr
am

fu
nd

in
g 

w
ou

ld
be

 u
se

d 
to

 im
pl

em
en

t P
ha

se
 1

 o
f r

es
to

ra
tio

n 
on

 H
ou

nd
 C

re
ek

, 
re

al
ig

ni
ng

 th
e 

st
re

am
 a

w
ay

 fr
om

 h
ig

h 
er

od
in

g 
ba

nk
s 

an
d 

re
co

nn
ec

tin
g 

th
e 

st
re

am
 w

ith
 th

e 
flo

od
pl

ai
n.

Th
es

e 
m

od
ifi

ca
tio

ns
 to

 H
ou

nd
 C

re
ek

 w
ou

ld
 re

su
lt 

in
 d

ire
ct

 b
en

ef
its

 to
 a

ng
le

rs
 o

n 
Ho

un
d 

Cr
ee

k, 
th

e 
Sm

ith
 

Ri
ve

r, 
an

d 
th

e 
M

iss
ou

ri 
Ri

ve
r, 

pr
im

ar
ily

 th
ro

ug
h 

im
pr

ov
ed

 fi
sh

 sp
aw

ni
ng

 h
ab

ita
ta

nd
im

pr
ov

ed
 a

cc
es

s t
o 

sp
aw

ni
ng

 h
ab

ita
t u

ps
tre

am
 o

f t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

.

FW
P 

ha
s 

be
en

 c
lo

se
ly

 in
vo

lv
ed

in
 t

he
 id

en
tif

ica
tio

n,
 d

es
ig

n,
an

d 
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

sin
ce

 it
s 

in
ce

pt
io

n.
 H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 is

 li
st

ed
 a

s a
 ta

rg
et

 a
re

a
fo

r r
es

to
ra

tio
n

in
 th

e 
Sm

ith
 R

ive
r B

as
in

w
id

e 
As

se
ss

m
en

t 
an

d 
W

at
er

sh
ed

 R
es

to
ra

tio
n 

Pl
an

(S
W

RP
); 

th
is 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ou
ld

 h
el

p 
to

 re
ac

h 
th

e 
ob

je
ct

ive
s o

f t
he

 S
W

RP
an

d 
pr

ov
id

e 
be

ne
fit

s t
o 

an
gl

er
sb

y
im

pr
ov

in
g

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y, 
w

at
er

 q
ua

nt
ity

, a
nd

 fi
sh

 h
ab

ita
t. 

Sp
ec

ifi
c

be
ne

fit
s 

to
 th

e 
st

re
am

 a
nd

 fi
sh

er
y i

nc
lu

de
 in

cr
ea

se
d

fis
h 

sp
aw

ni
ng

 h
ab

ita
t,

im
pr

ov
ed

 a
cc

es
s t

o 
up

st
re

am
 sp

aw
ni

ng
 

ha
bi

ta
t,

re
du

ce
d

se
di

m
en

t 
in

pu
t

to
 t

he
 s

tre
am

 c
ha

nn
el

, r
ec

on
ne

ct
ed

flo
od

pl
ai

n,
 r

es
to

re
d

ba
nk

s, 
an

d 
im

pr
ov

ed
rip

ar
ia

n 
co

nd
iti

on
s.

As
th

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n 
re

sp
on

sib
le

 f
or

 t
he

 c
re

at
io

n 
of

 t
he

 S
W

RP
, w

e 
fe

el
 

fu
nd

in
g

Ph
as

e1
: H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 R

ea
lig

nm
en

t a
nd

 F
lo

od
pl

ai
n 

Re
co

nn
ec

tio
n

is 
a 

go
od

 u
se

 o
f 

fu
nd

s 
an

d
ad

dr
es

se
s r

es
ou

rc
e 

iss
ue

s i
de

nt
ifi

ed
 in

 th
e 

SW
RP

th
at

 w
ill 

pr
ov

id
e 

be
ne

fit
s t

o 
th

e 
fis

he
ry

 a
nd

 a
ng

le
rs

.

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r c
on

sid
er

at
io

n,

Si
nc

er
el

y,
Ad

am
 G

ei
k

Fi
sh

 B
io

lo
gi

st
 -

Re
gi

on
 4

 -
Gr

ea
t F

al
ls

M
ay

13
,2

02
6

M
on

ta
na

Fi
sh

,W
ild

lif
e

&
P

ar
ks

Fi
sh

er
ie

s
D

iv
is

io
n

14
20

E
as

t6
th

Av
en

ue
P.

O
.B

ox
20

07
01

H
el

en
a,

M
T

59
62

0

R
E

:L
ow

er
H

ou
nd

C
re

ek
R

ea
lig

nm
en

ta
nd

Fl
oo

dp
la

in
R

ec
on

ne
ct

io
n

P
ro

je
ct

D
ea

rM
em

be
rs

of
th

e
Fu

tu
re

Fi
sh

er
ie

s
Im

pr
ov

em
en

tP
ro

gr
am

Fu
nd

in
g

R
ev

ie
w

P
an

el
:

Ia
m

w
rit

in
g

in
su

pp
or

to
ft

he
H

ig
h

P
la

in
s

C
on

se
rv

at
io

n
D

is
tri

ct
(H

P
C

D
)L

ow
er

H
ou

nd
C

re
ek

R
ea

lig
nm

en
ta

nd
Fl

oo
dp

la
in

R
ec

on
ne

ct
io

n
P

ro
je

ct
.

A
s

a
la

nd
ow

ne
rw

ith
in

th
e

Lo
w

er
H

ou
nd

C
re

ek
dr

ai
na

ge
,i

nc
lu

di
ng

th
e

pr
op

er
ty

w
he

re
H

ou
nd

C
re

ek
en

te
rs

th
e

S
m

ith
R

iv
er

,I
ha

ve
ob

se
rv

ed
fir

st
ha

nd
th

e
im

pa
ct

s
of

ch
an

ne
le

ro
si

on
,l

os
s

of
to

ps
oi

l,
an

d
as

so
ci

at
ed

w
at

er
qu

al
ity

co
nc

er
ns

.T
he

se
is

su
es

af
fe

ct
no

to
nl

y
m

y
pr

op
er

ty
,b

ut
al

so
do

w
ns

tre
am

aq
ua

tic
ha

bi
ta

ta
nd

th
e

br
oa

de
rS

m
ith

R
iv

er
w

at
er

sh
ed

.

Ib
el

ie
ve

th
is

pr
oj

ec
ti

s
an

im
po

rta
nt

st
ep

to
w

ar
d

re
st

or
in

g
ch

an
ne

ls
ta

bi
lit

y,
sl

ow
in

g
er

os
io

n,
re

co
nn

ec
tin

g
flo

od
pl

ai
ns

,a
nd

im
pr

ov
in

g
bo

th
w

at
er

qu
al

ity
an

d
aq

ua
tic

ha
bi

ta
t.

Th
e

co
lla

bo
ra

tiv
e

ef
fo

rt
be

tw
ee

n
H

P
C

D
,t

he
S

m
ith

R
iv

er
H

ab
ita

tP
ro

je
ct

,f
ed

er
al

an
d

st
at

e
ag

en
ci

es
,

re
cr

ea
tio

na
li

nt
er

es
ts

,a
nd

lo
ca

ll
an

do
w

ne
rs

de
m

on
st

ra
te

s
a

th
ou

gh
tfu

l,
ba

si
n-

w
id

e
ap

pr
oa

ch
to

ad
dr

es
si

ng
th

es
e

ch
al

le
ng

es
.

Ib
el

ie
ve

fu
nd

in
g

th
e

H
P

C
D

Lo
w

er
H

ou
nd

C
re

ek
R

ea
lig

nm
en

ta
nd

Fl
oo

dp
la

in
R

ec
on

ne
ct

io
n

P
ro

je
ct

re
pr

es
en

ts
a

so
un

d
us

e
of

Fu
tu

re
Fi

sh
er

ie
s

Im
pr

ov
em

en
tP

ro
gr

am
fu

nd
s

an
d

w
ill

pr
ov

id
e

lo
ng

-te
rm

be
ne

fit
s

to
th

e
H

ou
nd

C
re

ek
an

d
S

m
ith

R
iv

er
ba

si
ns

fo
ry

ea
rs

to
co

m
e.

Th
an

k
yo

u
fo

ry
ou

rc
on

si
de

ra
tio

n.

S
in

ce
re

ly,

K
en

M
cK

am
ey

M
cK

am
ey

R
an

ch
C

o.
M

cK
am

ey
R

an
ch

C
o.



M
ay

 7
, 2

02
6

M
on

ta
na

 F
is

h,
 W

ild
lif

e 
& 

Pa
rk

s
Fi

sh
er

ie
s 

D
iv

is
io

n
14

20
 E

. S
ix

th
 A

ve
.

P.
O

. B
ox

 2
00

70
1

H
el

en
a,

 M
T 

59
62

0-
07

01

RE
: P

ha
se

 1
: H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 R

ea
lig

nm
en

t 
an

d 
Fl

oo
dp

la
in

 R
ec

on
ne

ct
io

n

D
ea

r 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

 F
is

he
rie

s 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

t 
Pr

og
ra

m
 F

un
di

ng
 R

ev
ie

w
 

Pa
ne

l:

M
on

ta
na

 T
ro

ut
 U

nl
im

ite
d 

(M
TU

) i
s 

w
rit

in
g 

to
 s

up
po

rt
 t

he
 H

ig
h 

Pl
ai

ns
 

Co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

Di
st

ric
t 

(H
PC

D
) P

ha
se

 1
: H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 R

ea
lig

nm
en

t 
an

d 
Fl

oo
dp

la
in

 R
ec

on
ne

ct
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
Th

is
 is

 p
ar

t 
of

 S
m

ith
 R

iv
er

 w
at

er
sh

ed
 

re
st

or
at

io
n 

pl
an

 (W
RP

) a
nd

 is
 h

ig
hl

ig
ht

ed
 a

s 
a 

ta
rg

et
 r

es
to

ra
tio

n 
ar

ea
. T

he
 

Sm
ith

 R
iv

er
 is

 a
 m

aj
or

 r
ec

re
at

io
na

l c
or

rid
or

 a
nd

 h
om

e 
to

 h
is

to
ric

 r
an

ch
 

op
er

at
io

ns
.  

H
ou

nd
 C

re
ek

 is
 a

 S
m

ith
 R

iv
er

 t
rib

ut
ar

y 
or

ig
in

at
in

g 
in

 t
he

 n
or

th
er

n 
Bi

g 
Be

lt
 M

ou
nt

ai
ns

 in
 C

as
ca

de
 C

ou
nt

y.
  F

ut
ur

e 
Fi

sh
er

ie
s 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
t 

Pr
og

ra
m

 
(F

FI
P)

 f
un

di
ng

 w
ill

 b
e 

us
ed

 t
o 

im
pl

em
en

t 
Ph

as
e 

1 
of

 r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

on
 H

ou
nd

 
Cr

ee
k,

 r
ea

lig
ni

ng
 t

he
 s

tr
ea

m
 a

w
ay

 f
ro

m
 h

ig
h 

er
od

in
g 

ba
nk

s 
an

d 
re

co
nn

ec
tin

g 
th

e 
st

re
am

 w
ith

 t
he

 f
lo

od
pl

ai
n.

 T
hi

s 
pr

oj
ec

t 
w

ill
 r

es
to

re
 t

he
 c

ha
nn

el
, s

lo
w

 
er

os
io

n,
 r

ec
on

ne
ct

 f
lo

od
pl

ai
ns

 a
nd

, m
os

t 
im

po
rt

an
tl

y 
fo

r 
ou

r 
m

is
si

on
,i

m
pr

ov
e 

aq
ua

tic
 h

ab
ita

t. 
H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 is

 a
n 

im
po

rt
an

t 
flo

w
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

or
 t

o 
th

e 
Sm

ith
 

Ri
ve

r 
an

d 
is

 o
n 

th
e 

im
pa

ire
d 

st
re

am
 li

st
 f

or
 a

lt
er

at
io

n 
in

 s
tr

ea
m

-s
id

e 
ve

ge
ta

tio
n,

 c
hl

or
op

hy
l-

a,
 e

xc
es

s 
al

ga
l g

ro
w

th
, a

nd
 t

ot
al

 n
itr

og
en

.  
   

 

M
TU

 o
ff

er
s 

ou
r 

su
pp

or
t 

of
 t

hi
s 

ef
fo

rt
 a

nd
 F

FI
P

fu
nd

in
g 

on
 b

eh
al

f 
of

 o
ur

 m
or

e 
th

an
 5

,0
00

 s
up

po
rt

er
s 

in
 M

on
ta

na
, e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 t
he

 M
is

so
ur

i R
iv

er
 F

ly
fis

he
rs

 a
nd

 
Pa

t 
Ba

rn
es

 c
ha

pt
er

s 
of

 T
ro

ut
 U

nl
im

ite
d.

 T
he

 g
oa

l o
f 

im
pr

ov
in

g 
w

at
er

 a
nd

 
ha

bi
ta

t 
in

 t
he

 S
m

ith
 is

 o
ne

 o
f 

ou
r 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n’

s 
to

p 
pr

io
rit

ie
s 

an
d 

th
e 

H
ou

nd
 

Cr
ee

k 
ef

fo
rt

 b
ei

ng
 p

ro
po

se
d 

fo
r 

fu
nd

in
g 

vi
a 

th
e 

H
ig

h 
Pl

ai
ns

 C
D

 f
its

 s
qu

ar
el

y 
in

 
th

e 
pr

io
rit

y,
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
al

ig
ni

ng
 w

ith
 o

ur
 m

is
si

on
 t

o 
co

ns
er

ve
, p

ro
te

ct
 a

nd
 

re
st

or
e 

co
ld

w
at

er
 f

is
he

rie
s 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
ha

bi
ta

ts
 in

M
on

ta
na

, a
 m

is
si

on
 w

e 
ha

ve
 

pu
rs

ue
d 

fo
r 

m
or

e 
th

an
 6

0 
ye

ar
s 

vi
a 

ou
r 

st
af

f 
an

d 
13

 v
ol

un
te

er
 c

ha
pt

er
s 

ac
ro

ss
 

th
e 

st
at

e.
 W

e 
ha

ve
 c

ol
le

ct
iv

el
y 

in
ve

st
ed

 d
ec

ad
es

 a
nd

 u
nt

ol
d 

fu
nd

in
g 

in
 

m
ai

nt
ai

ni
ng

 o
r 

im
pr

ov
in

g 
th

e 
he

al
th

 o
f 

th
e 

Sm
ith

 R
iv

er
 w

at
er

sh
ed

. M
os

t 
re

ce
nt

ly
th

at
 h

as
 in

cl
ud

ed
 f

ul
ly

 s
up

po
rt

in
g 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

an
d 

ap
pr

ov
al

 o
f 

th
e 

Sm
ith

 R
iv

er
 W

RP
, t

he
 f

irs
t 

tw
o 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 im
pl

em
en

te
d 

un
de

r 
th

at
 P

la
n,

 a
nd

 
th

e 
in

iti
al

 s
ite

 a
ss

es
sm

en
t 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 t

he
 H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 p

ro
je

ct
. 

La
st

 J
ul

y 
(2

02
5)

, I
 (D

av
id

 B
ro

ok
s)

 t
ou

re
d 

th
e 

lo
w

er
 r

ea
ch

es
 o

f 
H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 a

s 
pa

rt
 o

f 
an

 in
iti

al
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
of

 p
ro

je
ct

 v
ia

bi
lit

y 
th

at
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

th
e 

re
ac

h 
of

 
st

re
am

 b
ei

ng
 t

ar
ge

te
d 

in
 t

hi
s 

pr
op

os
al

 a
s 

th
e 

hi
gh

es
t 

pr
io

rit
y 

fo
r 

im
pr

ov
in

g 
th

e 
ec

os
ys

te
m

 e
le

m
en

ts
 h

er
ei

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d,

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

pr
ot

ec
tin

g 
th

e 
la

nd
ow

ne
r’s

 
pr

op
er

ty
 f

ro
m

 f
ur

th
er

 e
ro

si
on

. M
TU

 f
un

de
d 

th
at

 in
iti

al
 s

ite
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t 
an

d 
ha

s 
co

m
m

itt
ed

 f
un

ds
 t

o 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t 
de

si
gn

. T
he

 M
is

so
ur

i R
iv

er
 F

ly
fis

he
rs

 a
nd

 
Pa

t 
Ba

rn
es

 T
U 

ch
ap

te
rs

 h
av

e 
al

so
 c

om
m

itt
ed

 f
un

di
ng

 f
or

 t
hi

s 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
As

 p
ar

t 
of

 a
 c

ol
la

bo
ra

tiv
e 

ef
fo

rt
, M

TU
 h

as
 w

or
ki

ng
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 b
as

in
 a

nd
 

H
PC

D
, a

nd
 is

 c
on

fid
en

t 
th

is
 f

un
di

ng
 w

ill
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

e 
to

 a
 la

rg
er

 o
ve

ra
ll 

co
lla

bo
ra

tio
n 

to
 r

es
to

re
 a

nd
 r

ep
ai

r 
a 

re
so

ur
ce

 t
ha

t 
is

 v
al

ue
d 

fo
r 

fo
od

 
pr

od
uc

tio
n 

as
 w

el
l a

s 
re

cr
ea

tio
na

l o
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 a
ll 

M
on

ta
na

ns
.  

O
ur

 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n 
(M

TU
, a

lo
ng

 w
ith

 M
RF

 a
nd

 P
BT

U 
ch

ap
te

rs
) s

ta
nd

 r
ea

dy
 t

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
no

n-
go

ve
rn

m
en

ta
l m

at
ch

 f
un

di
ng

 f
or

 t
he

 a
 F

FI
P 

gr
an

t, 
sh

ou
ld

 it
 b

e 
aw

ar
de

d.
 

If 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 a

ny
 f

ur
th

er
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 d
on

’t 
he

si
ta

te
 t

o 
re

ac
h 

ou
t. 

 

Th
an

k 
yo

u,

D
av

id
 B

ro
ok

s
Ex

ec
ut

iv
e 

D
ire

ct
or

M
on

ta
na

 T
ro

ut
 U

nl
im

ite
d

da
vi

d@
m

on
ta

na
tu

.o
rg

Tr
ac

y 
W

en
dt

Pr
es

id
en

t
M

is
so

ur
i R

iv
er

 F
ly

fis
he

rs
 C

ha
pt

er
 T

U
m

rf
tu

40
6@

gm
ai

l.c
om

Ki
el

 M
id

tly
ng

Pr
es

id
en

t
Pa

t 
Ba

rn
es

 C
ha

pt
er

 T
U

KM
id

tl
yn

g@
va

lle
yb

an
kg

la
ci

er
.c

om



M
ay

 6
, 2

02
6

M
on

ta
na

 F
ish

, W
ild

lif
e 

&
 P

ar
ks

Fi
sh

er
ie

s D
iv

isi
on

14
20

 E
. S

ix
th

 A
ve

.
P.

O
. B

ox
 2

00
70

1
He

le
na

, M
T 

59
62

0-
07

01

RE
: H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
 R

ea
lig

nm
en

t a
nd

 F
lo

od
pl

ai
n 

Re
co

nn
ec

tio
n

De
ar

 m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 F

ut
ur

e 
Fi

sh
er

ie
s I

m
pr

ov
em

en
t P

ro
gr

am
 F

un
di

ng
 R

ev
ie

w
 P

an
el

:

Ge
um

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l C
on

su
lti

ng
(G

eu
m

)i
s w

rit
in

g 
to

 su
pp

or
t t

he
 H

ig
h 

Pl
ai

ns
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

Di
st

ric
t (

HP
CD

) 
Ho

un
d 

Cr
ee

k 
Re

al
ig

nm
en

t 
an

d 
Fl

oo
dp

la
in

 R
ec

on
ne

ct
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
O

ur
 f

irm
, 

a 
M

on
ta

na
-b

as
ed

 s
m

al
l 

bu
sin

es
s 

es
ta

bl
ish

ed
 in

 2
00

3,
is 

cu
rr

en
tly

 a
ss

ist
in

g 
w

ith
 th

e 
de

sig
n 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
nd

 
st

ro
ng

ly
 su

pp
or

t e
ffo

rt
s t

o 
ad

va
nc

e 
its

 im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n.
Ho

un
d 

Cr
ee

k 
is 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
as

 a
 ta

rg
et

 re
st

or
at

io
n 

ar
ea

 in
 th

e 
re

ce
nt

ly
 co

m
pl

et
ed

 S
m

ith
 R

iv
er

 W
at

er
sh

ed
 R

es
to

ra
tio

n 
Pl

an
 (W

RP
). 

Th
e 

Sm
ith

 R
iv

er
 is

 a
 m

aj
or

 
re

cr
ea

tio
na

l c
or

rid
or

 a
nd

 h
om

e 
to

 h
ist

or
ic 

ra
nc

h 
op

er
at

io
ns

. H
ou

nd
 C

re
ek

 is
 a

 S
m

ith
 R

iv
er

 t
rib

ut
ar

y 
or

ig
in

at
in

g 
in

 th
e 

no
rt

he
rn

 B
ig

 B
el

t M
ou

nt
ai

ns
 in

 C
as

ca
de

 C
ou

nt
y.

Fu
tu

re
 F

ish
er

ie
s I

m
pr

ov
em

en
t P

ro
gr

am
 

fu
nd

in
g 

w
ill

 b
e 

us
ed

 to
 im

pl
em

en
t P

ha
se

 1
 o

f r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

on
 H

ou
nd

 C
re

ek
, r

ea
lig

ni
ng

 th
e 

ch
an

ne
l a

w
ay

 
fro

m
ac

tiv
el

y 
er

od
in

g 
st

re
am

ba
nk

st
o 

re
st

or
e 

di
ve

rs
e 

aq
ua

tic
 h

ab
ita

t a
nd

 in
cr

ea
se

 c
on

ne
ct

ed
 fl

oo
dp

la
in

 
ar

ea
 fo

rl
on

g-
te

rm
 w

oo
dy

 ri
pa

ria
n 

ve
ge

ta
tio

n 
es

ta
bl

ish
m

en
t.

 H
ou

nd
 C

re
ek

 is
 a

n 
im

po
rt

an
t c

on
tr

ib
ut

or
 o

f 
bo

th
 fl

ow
s a

nd
 tr

ou
t t

o 
th

e 
lo

w
er

 S
m

ith
 R

iv
er

.  
   

 

Ge
um

 w
or

ke
d 

clo
se

ly
 w

ith
 M

on
ta

na
 F

ish
, W

ild
lif

e 
an

d 
Pa

rk
s(

FW
P)

to
 d

ev
el

op
 th

e 
Sm

ith
 R

iv
er

 W
at

er
sh

ed
 

Re
st

or
at

io
n 

Pl
an

 (W
RP

) i
n 

20
23

an
d 

20
24

. T
hr

ou
gh

 th
at

 p
ro

ce
ss

, w
e 

co
nd

uc
te

d 
ex

te
ns

iv
e 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
r 

ou
tr

ea
ch

 a
nd

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
se

ve
ra

l p
ro

je
ct

st
o 

be
gi

n
ad

dr
es

sin
g 

iss
ue

s i
n 

th
e 

w
at

er
sh

ed
. I

n 
th

e 
la

st
 ye

ar
, F

W
P 

ha
s c

om
pl

et
ed

 h
ab

ita
t a

nd
 fl

oo
dp

la
in

 re
st

or
at

io
n 

w
or

k 
on

 th
e 

No
rt

h 
Fo

rk
 S

m
ith

 R
iv

er
, S

ou
th

 F
or

k 
Sm

ith
 

Ri
ve

r, 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

er
os

io
n 

iss
ue

s a
t s

ev
er

al
 b

oa
t c

am
ps

 in
 th

e 
Sm

ith
 R

iv
er

 St
at

e 
Pa

rk
 fl

oa
t c

or
rid

or
us

in
g 

so
il 

bi
oe

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
te

ch
ni

qu
es

. U
p 

to
 th

at
 p

oi
nt

, v
er

y 
lit

tle
 re

st
or

at
io

n 
ha

d 
oc

cu
rr

ed
 in

 th
e 

Sm
ith

 R
iv

er
dr

ai
na

ge
. 

Th
e 

Ho
un

d 
Cr

ee
k 

flo
od

pl
ai

n 
re

st
or

at
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

t 
re

pr
es

en
ts

 a
n 

im
po

rt
an

t 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 t
o 

co
nt

in
ue

 r
es

to
rin

g 
th

e 
Sm

ith
 R

iv
er

 b
as

in
 a

nd
 c

re
at

e 
la

nd
ow

ne
r 

ad
vo

ca
te

s 
fo

r 
lo

ng
-te

rm
 r

es
ou

rc
e 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n.
O

ur
 f

irm
 h

as
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

nu
m

er
ou

s 
re

st
or

at
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

ts
th

at
 h

av
e 

re
ce

iv
ed

 F
ut

ur
e 

Fi
sh

er
ie

s 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

t P
ro

gr
am

 fu
nd

in
g 

ov
er

 th
e 

ye
ar

s a
nd

 w
e 

st
ro

ng
ly

 b
el

ie
ve

 fu
nd

in
g 

th
is 

w
or

k 
is 

a 
so

un
d 

us
e 

of
 

pr
og

ra
m

 fu
nd

s. 
 

Si
nc

er
el

y,

Am
y 

Sa
cr

y,
 V

ice
 P

re
sid

en
ta

nd
 S

en
io

r P
ro

je
ct

 M
an

ag
er

Ge
um

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l C
on

su
lti

ng
, I

nc
.

(4
06

) 3
81

-0
85

8
as

ac
ry

@
ge

um
co

ns
ul

tin
g.

co
m

30
7 

St
at

e 
St

re
et

P.
O

. B
ox

 1
95

6
H

am
ilt

on
, M

on
ta

na
 5

98
40

Ph
on

e:
 4

06
-3

63
-2

35
3,

 F
ax

:4
06

-3
63

-3
01

5
ht

tp
://

w
w

w
.g

eu
m

co
ns

ul
tin

g.
co

m





 
Ph

ot
o 

3

 
Ph

ot
o 

4

 
Ph

ot
o 

5 

 
Ph

ot
o 

6

 
Ph

ot
o 

7

 
Ph

ot
o 

8 

 
 

Ph
ot

o 
9 



 
Ph

ot
o 

10
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

11
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

12
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

13
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

14
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

15
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

16
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

17
 



 
Ph

ot
o 

18
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

19
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

20
 

 
Ph

ot
o 

21
 


	Letters
	Lettersshort
	pictures



