STATE Montana

FRCJECT HNO. F-5-R-1

DATE  March 28, 1952

VOL. I NG. 3

QUARTERLY PROGREESS REPORT FOR

I

NVE ATIONS PRCJIJECTS

=
[¥a]
+3
+—
jon]

As Required by

FEDERAL -AID IN FIBH AKD WILDLIFE -RESTORATION ACTS

1. Title of Project: Central Montana Fishery S+tudy

2, Lgader: Nels A. Thoreson, Biologist

3. Report of Progress:

Job I-A:

Job I1-A:

Job III-A:

Job ITI-B:

Joh IV~A:

Cataloging the Lakeg and Streams of the Project Area.

A 1ist of the streams flowing into the Smith River has
been compiled. -Most of thess stresams have not bsen
physically checked =as yet because of inaccessibililiy,
however, plans for gbserving the tributariss of this
drainage have been made, Winter obzervations wers made
on lower Sheep Creek, a tributary of Smith River, duwring
the past guarter. Considerable amounts of snow coversd
the stream but 1ittle or ne ice was found undsr the snow,
This canyon portion of the stream is gheltered from the
wind- snd snow which falls usually accumulates. Apparent-
1y the heavy blankst of snow protected the waler surface
from the low temperatures and prevented formation of ice.
Upper Sheep Cresk which is more expobed to the wind, in
most places, was covered with ice varying from legs than
sn inch to & foot or more in thickness.

North Fork Smith River Heserveir Study.

Meagurements of the reservoir level and ice thickness
have besen made several times during the psst quarter.
Only a smell amount of water has been allowed to flow
out during the last several months. TFurther work on

this reservoir is contemplated.

Sheep Creek Fish Population Study.
Work finished; jeob completion reperi attached,

The Contribution of Hatchery Trout to the Catch of Fish

from Shesep Cresk,

Inactive during report period.

Abundance, Fluctuaticn in Abundance, Migration of the
Fishes of Prickly Fear Creek,

Proceeding according to schedulse.
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