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ABSTRACT

small fishing reservoirs in 10 counties were sampled for fisheries
information in 1991. A total of 50 reservoirs were sampled. Six
of these had never been planted and were visited only to determine
fisheries potential. Most reservoirs are maintaining significant
populations of target fish species.

OBJECTIVES AND DEGREE OF ATTAINMENT

1. To maintain fishing for suitable species in the 84 small
reservoirs presently under management and new reservoirs
added. This objective was met, as evidenced by fish
populations sampled. Results are shown in Table 2 of the
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION section.

2. To add 40 new reservoirs to the number of ponds supplying
public fishing. Three new ponds were added to the public
fishing pond booklet during the report pericd.

3. To keep the angling public informed of pond fishing
opportunities. Two thousand five hundred copies of an updated
boocklet for public distribution were printed in March 1992.

PROCEDURES

Pond depths were determined by sounding with a calibrated rope and
a weight. Fish populations were sampled with 125 feet long sinking
experimental gill nets, 1/4 inch mesh bag seines 100 feet long and,
in one instance, with fike nets.



RESULTS8 AND DISCUESBION
Survey of New Ponds

Six new ponds were surveyed to determine suitability for producing
fishing (Table 1). Only the Chamberlain #3 pond was planted. The
Bogar Pond was nearly full of water, but was still too shallow to
winter fish. The Senner and Dukart ponds were considered suitable
but the landowners decided against public fishing. The two Smith
ponds could support fish if they get additional water from runoff.

Several pond owners, thought to have ponds suitable for public
fishing, were contacted and offered limited financial assistance
for handling public fishing. None of the landowners were willing
to accept the offer.

Survey of Previously Planted Reservoirs

Carter County

The two Craft Reservoirs and Bucholtz Reservoir appear to be doing
well (Table 2). Cheesman Reservoir has lost all fish and no
further management will be attempted because of its shallow depth.
The apparent complete failure of past bass plants at LaBree
Reservoir is unexplained. Only bass from the 1991 plant were
found. The lack of rainbow trout in West Plum Reservoir is also

something of a mystery.

Custer County

Both young of the year and larger largemouth bass were not found at
Dan Haughian Reservoir. This pond has had large bass in the past.
Holmes Reservoir had age 0+ bass, but also no large ones. Fleming
Reservoir seemed to have very few largemouth bass. No further
planting will be done until it refills with water. Rainbow trout
numbers and size look good at the Henry Haughian Reservoir.

Dawson County

Yellow perch disappeared entirely from Lindsay Reservoir, probably
by winterkill. The northern pike persist and are reaching a large
size (Table 2). Yellow perch have since been replanted.
Rattlesnake Reservoir has become too shallow, even if full, for
consideration of any further management. No fish of any kind were
found.

Fallon County

Recent periodic partial winterkill at Baker Lake has kept fish
numbers low enough to allow good growth of perch and bullheads
(Table 2). Largemouth bass plants seem to have completely failed.




With recent annual planting of northern pike and walleye at South
Sandstone Reservoir, both these species are abundant and reaching
large size. Black bullheads and yellow perch are still mostly
small. Largemouth bass numbers are low, but sonme ‘larger

individuals are now present.

Rush Hall pond is still experiencing very low survival of planted
largemouth bass. A change to rainbow trout planting may be needed.

garfield County

only two trout ponds were sampled in 1991. Dead trout had been
reported both summer and winter at Childers Reservoir, but the die-
off was only partial as larger trout from 1989 or 1990 plants were
present. The McRae pond was first planted in 1990, but only trout
from the 1991 plant were sampled.

Several of the better-than-average bass ponds are in Garfield
County. Bass at the Clark, Jarden, Saylor, Trumbo and Stanton

ponds seem to be doing well.

Powder River County

Both Williams ponds were scheduled for sampling in 1991. Williams
41 was all but dry. Bass had overwintered at Williams #2 but green
sunfish and goldfish are present by illegal planting. The apparent
complete absence of trout at Yonkee Reservoir is unexplained.

Prairie County

The bass population at Homestead Reservoir looks healthy but for
unknown reasons very few bass were found at Silvertip Reservoir.
Two year classes of trout are present at 0il Pump Rgservoir, but

growth is slow.

Richland County

cartside Reservoir was rebuilt in 1990 and had filled with water by
early spring 1991. Largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, crappie,
yellow perch and rainbow trout were all planted in spring or early
summer 1991. All these species were sampled later in 1991. Green
sunfish and white suckers probably entered the reservoir from the

drainage upstream.

Scheetz Reservoir was managed by the Department until 1985. It was
sampled at the request of the landowner, but was judged too shallow
to consistently winter fish. Largemouth bass have grown well at

the Kvaalen Pond.



Rosebud County

The 1991 plant of trout at Hofer Reservoir grew very well, but
Black's Pond on the Custer National Forest still doesn't have
enough water to winter fish. The Schlesinger bass pond continues
to winter fish despite very shallow depth. The Schlesinger perch-
northern pond has never had large northerns but some larger perch
are present.

Wibaux County
The Bannister bass pond was very weedy and only a few feet deep,
but bass were still present. Winterkill is likely . Both yellow

perch and northern pike overwintered in Witkowski Reservoir
following replanting in 1990 after winterkill.
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