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ABSTRACT

Small fishing reservoirs in 10 counties were sampled for fisheries
information in 1992. A total of 46 reservoirs were sampled. Four
of these had never been planted and were visited only to determine
fisheries potential. Most reservoirs are maintaining significant
populatlons of target fish species, although water levels are very
low in some reservoirs because of lack of runoff and winterkill is

likely.
OBJECTIVES AND DEGREE OF ATTAINMENT

1. To maintain fishing for suitable species in the 84 small
reservoirs presently under management and new reservoirs
added. This objective was met, as evidenced by fish
populations sampled. Results are shown in Table 2 of the
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION section.

2. To add 40 new reservoirs to the number of ponds supplying
public fishing. Two new ponds were added to the public
fishing booklet during the report period.

3. To keep the angling public informed of pond fishing
opportunities. Two thousand five hundred copies of an updated
booklet for public distribution were printed in March 1993.

PROCEDURES

Pond depths were determined by sounding with a calibrated rope and
a weight. Fish populations were sampled with 125 feet long sinking
experimental gill nets and a 1/4 inch mesh bag seine of 100 feet

length,.



REBULTS8 AND DIBCUSBION
survey of New Ponds

Four new ponds were surveyed to determine suitability for producing
fishing (Table 1). The Burgess and Williams ponds were too shallow
to winter fish. Largemouth bass were planted at the Boggs and
Singleton ponds in 1992.

survey of Previously Planted Reservoirs

Carter County

Relatively few trout were sampled at Gardner i1l Reservoir, but
green sunfish remain abundant. Fish were first planted at Gardner
#2 Reservoir in 1991. Bass growth has been fair, but perch have
grown well and seem to be present in good numbers. Smallmouth bass
overwintered at LaBree Reservoir, but growth was only fair. Few
trout were sampled at Sidney Reservoir, but some are reaching a
large size. Perch are abundant, but relatively small at Talcott
Reservoir. This pond is low and a perch winterkill is likely.

Custer County

Pat Beardsley Reservoir is continuing to grow large trout and this
BIM reservoir remains popular with anglers. Only small largemouth
bass were sampled at Dan Haughian Reservoir, but northerns were
larger. Trout are doing well and reaching a large size at the
Haughian trout pond. Only seine haul samples were collected at
Spotted Eagle Reservoir. Several species of interest to anglers
are present, but most fish are small.

Dawson County

Two size class of rainbow trout, from spring 1991 and 1992 plants,
were present at Burman Reservoir. River fish have been present in
Hollecker Pond since 1986 when it was refilled with Yellowstone
River water obtained from the adjacent irrigation ditch. Desired
species are small and not abundant. I've discussed, with the
Hollecker Pond Board, the possibility of a fall draw-down to kill
existing fish and the need to refill the pond with tight screening
to prevent entrance of undesired fish species. Lindsay Reservoir
again has large perch following replanting, but winterkill is a
continuing possibility at this shallow reservoir.

Fallon County

Largemouth bass seem to have completely failed at Baker Lake and no
further plants are planned. Yellow perch and bullheads are still
reaching good size. South Sandstone has good numbers of larger
walleye and northern pike, but most perch are too small to interest
anglers. The shoreline growth of aquatic plants has become very
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heavy by mid-summer, making shore fishing almost impossible.
Meccage Reservoir now has yellow perch from an unknown source. No
trout from 1991 or 1992 plants were found. Trout from the 1992
plant only was found at Pinnow Reservoir and it is probably too
shallow to winter fish. Rush Hall Reservoir seems to have bass
only from the 1992 plant. This pond is very low. I plan to plant
rainbow trout in 1993.

Garfield County

The following trout ponds are doing well, all having larger,
overwintered trout. IL.C. Brooks, Ralph Clark, Rod Coulter, Norman
Olson, Smith Cattle Trout and Doug Watt. Trout from only the 1992
plant were found in Ray Beecher Reservoir, suggesting winterkill in
early 1992. Largemouth bass are persisting at both the Smith
cattle and Harbaugh bass ponds, but larger bass were not sampled.

Powder River County

only Yonkee Reservoir was sampled. Despite fingerling rainbow
trout plants in 1991 and 1992, no fish were sampled. Spring trout
plants seem to be dying before mid-summer, but there is no obvious
explanation.

Prairie County

Green sunfish are persisting at Clark Reserveoir and trout growth is
poor. The spring 1992 trout plant either failed to survive or was
still too small to be collected by the smallest mesh in the gill
net on July 15. Overwintered trout were not as large as in
previous years. This pond is in need of rehab. Harms Reservoir
failed to overwinter any trout from 1991, only the 1992 plant was
present.

Richland County

Gartside Reservoir has performed well following initial fish
planting in 1991. Growth of all planted fish has been good. Green
sunfish, channel catfish and white suckers were not planted but
probably entered the reservoir from the drainage upstream. Forage
will probably be sufficient to support some northern pike and
walleye by 1993. ' .

lLarger bluegills seem to no longer be present at Upper Lone Tree
Reservoir, but walleye are abundant. Some are larger than 1000
grams.

Yellow perch were not found at Walter Buxbaum Reservoir, but will
be replanted in 1993 if the water level rises significantly. Trout



growth is poor at Wilmer Buxbaum Reservoir and Wicks Reservoir
because of illegally planted yellow perch. Largemouth bass, from
a previous plant, were not found at Cayko Reservoir, but will be
replanted in 1993.

Rosebud County

castle Rock Reservoir continues to maintain excellent fish
populations. Significant numbers of bluegill exceed 200 mm length
and 200 grams in weight. Abundant, stunted northern pike may be an
important factor in maintaining bluegill size. Walleye, smallmouth
bass and largemouth bass are also abundant.

Largemouth bass from the 1991 plant at the two Lee Reservoirs
survived the first winter and grew quite well. Rainbow trout were
not sampled at Zemple Reservoir and largemouth bass are present
from an unknown source.

only one of the two Hook Reservoirs overwintered trout.

Wibaux County

Bannister Reservoir still has largemouth bass but will probably not
winter fish again without an increase in water level. Houck
Reservoir now has a fairly long history of failure to winter fish
and will not be replanted. :

Prepared by: Phillip A. Stewart

Date: August 3, 1993

Waters referred to:

Baker Lake 21-1778
Castle Rock Lake 21-2527
South Sandstone Reservoir 21-8775
Keywords
small reservoirs yellow perch
largemouth bass black bullhead
smallmouth bass northern pike
rainbow trout walleye




Table 1. Results of new pond surveys in 1992.
Max. Fish
Pond Location Depth Species Management
Name County T R S (Feet) Present Plan
Burgess, Dan Garfield 20N 41E 4 6 walleye Don't plant
yellow perch
fathead minnow
Boggs, Jeff Rosebud 5N 44E 4 18 None Plant large-
mouth bass
Singleton, Doug
Custer gN 52E 10 20 None Plant large-
mouth bass
Williams, Bud Powder River 2S5 B50E 33 6 None Don't plant
5
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