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ABSTRACT

Small fishing reservoirs in 10 counties were sampled to obtain
fisheries information in 1995. A total of 50 reservoirs were
sampled. Nine of these had never been planted or had not been
planted in recent years. They were visited to determine fisheries
potential. Five of these were determined to have sufficient
potential that a fish plant was warranted. Of the remaining 41
reservoirs nine were found to be devoid of fish, probably from lack
of water or winterkill. Thirty-two reservoirs had fishable

populations of target fish species.



PROCEDURES

Pond depths were determined by sounding with a calibrated, weighted
rope. Fish populations were sampled with 125 feet long sinking
experimental gill nets and a 1/4 inch bag seine of 100 feet length.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
survey of New Ponds

Eight new ponds were surveyed to determine suitibility for
producing fish (Table 1). The two Garber ponds were considered to
shallow to dependably winter fish. The Newman pond was to
inaccessable and the Grebe pond has had several failed plants in
the past. The Smith Cattle Trail Creek and the two Murnion ponds
were planted with rainbow trout. The Fitzgerald pond was planted
one time only with rainbow trout to provide fishing until
largemouth bass are of catchable size. The Buxbaum pond was
planted with largemouth and smallmouth bass.

survey of Previously Planted Reservoirs

carter County

sampling at the Pat LaBree Reservoir showed rainbow trout to be
abundant (Table 2). No fish were collected at West Plum Reservoir.
This pond is marginal in depth and likely winterkilled but this
years rainbow trout plant should be there. Rainbow trout are doing
well in Gardner Trout Reservoir and no green sunfish were sampled
this year. Sampling at Gardner Reservoir #2 produced yellow perch,
largemouth and smallmouth bass and white and black crappie.
Bucholtz Reservoir, a small Forest Service pond near the South
Dakota boarder, was found to have black bullheads up to one pound.

custer County

Young~of-the~year largemouth bass were observed at Holmes Reservoir
and three adults were sampled. owner states that bass are not

growing well.

Dawson County

Hollecker Reservoir was rehabed in 1994 to remove rough fish and
replanted with rainbow trout. Sampling in 1995 produced rainbow
trout but river carpsuckers, sauger and creek chubs are also
present. Trangmoe Pond has a variety of game and rough fish (Table
2) with white crappie, channel catfish and northern pike worth
fishing for.
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fallon Count

'Yellow perch are small but abundant in South Sandstone Reservoir

(Table 2), but large walleye and northern pike are present. Bass
and crappie are not abundant. The average weight of black
bullheads in Baker Lake increased to 300 grams in 1995 from 191
grams in 1994. Northern pike, yellow perch and white crappie are

‘scarce. The McKay Ranch and Pinnow #3 Reservoirs have largemouth

bass present that are provididng fishing. Management of Meccage
Resevoir was switched from rainbow trout to yellow perch. Perch
have grown to seven inches since being transplanted. Rainbow trout
are doing well at Rush Hall Reservoir

Garfield County

Rainbow trout are doing well at Chamberlain #3 and Helm resservoirs
and getting large at Childer's Reservoir (Table 2). Yellow perch
approaching one pound were sampled from Chamberlain #2 Reservoir.
Largemouth bass in Chamberlain #1 Reservoir have not grown as well
as hoped but are abundant. Smallmouth bass are not numerous.
Jarden #1 Reservoir was restocked with largemouth bass in 1994
after winterkilling and 1995 sampling showed growth to be about
average. Largemouth bass continue to do well in Saylor Reservoir.
Few yellow perch were sampled from Trumbo Reservoir, the walleye
sampled averaged 590 grams and while no adult largemcuth bass were
sampled, young-of-the-year bass were present. Engdahl Cottonwood
Reservoir stays turbid probably due to carp being present and
vellow perch, largemouth and smallmouth bass do not grow well. No
game fish were sampled from Hofla and Stanton reservoirs and these
pounds will not be replanted. '

Powder River County

Williams #1, #2 and #3 reservoirs were found to have no fish except
for fathead minnows in #2. Pond #1 and #2 had good depth and will
be replanted with largemouth bass in 1996. Pond #3 lacks adequate
depth and will not be replanted. No fish were sampled from Yonkee

Reservoir. For some unknown reason rainbow trout have failed to
survive here in recent years.

Prairie County

Ayers Trout Reservoir should have been planted with rainbow trout
for the first time in 1994, but sampling in 1995 found only a few
channel catfish present. Sampling of Ayers Bass Reservoir found
largemouth bass displaying good growth as well as trout. The trout
had been planted in the wrong reservoir and steps have been taken
to correct this problem. Clark Reservoir was rehabed in 1988 and

1993 to eliminate green sunfish without success. Since rainbow

trout do not grow well in this reservoir with sunfish present
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management effort will shift to largemouth bass in 1996. Rainbow
trout were present in South Fork Reservoir when sampled but water
level was low and winter survival is unlikely. No fish were
sampled at Singleton Reservoir likely due to winterkill. This
reservoir will be replanted with largemouth bass in 1996.

Richland County

sampling at Gartside Reservoir found seven fish species present
(Table 2). The average weight of Northern pike in 1995 was more
than double that of 1994. Fewer Crappie and yellow perch were seen
in 1995 perhaps due to a severe accidental winter draw down which
occurred when the drain gate stuck open. Smallmouth bass and
walleye planted in 1994 and 1995 were not sampled and will be
replanted in 1996.

Rosebud County

Walleye averaging two pounds were the most abundant fish in gill
net catches at Castle Rock Reservoir (Table 2). Large bluegill
continue to be the mainstay of the fishery but northern pike,
largemouth and smallmouth bass are also doing well. Bluegill are
present in Lee Pit 42 and northern pike and yellow perch are
present in Schlesinger 41 Reservoir. Schlesinger 42 Reservoir was
dry and will not be replanted. Blacks pond on the Custer National

Forest has rainbow trout.

Wibaux County

Largemouth bass are displaying good growth in Banister Reservoir
since being restocked in 1994 following winterkill.

prepared by: Phillip A. Stewart

Date: February 13,1996

water referred to:

Baker Lake 21-1778
South Sandstone Res. 21-8775
Gartside Reservoir 21-3250
castle Rock Lake 21-2527
Keywords
Small reservoirs yellow perch
largemouth bass crappie
smallmouth bass northern pike

rainbow trout
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