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ABSTRACT

Seventy-seven mountaln lakes were surveyed in the rlint Creek Range and Rock
Creerk drainapge in western Montana, Fish populations were sampled with experimental
oill nets, Of &5 lakes surveyed in the Flint Creek Range, L2 containea fish, In
the Hock “reek drainage 9 of the 12 lakes surveyed had fish present. Gill net
summaries and ohysical characteristics of the lakes are included in the report,

BACKGROUND

The recreational use of our mountain lakes is continuing to increase as more
peonle are entering the spori of backpacking inte the mountainous arsas of the West,
Yikers and backpackers invariably ro to lakes where fisheries rescurces are availabie,
To inform the public and subsequently to disperse recreational use of these fisheries
respurces, it is necessary Lo obtain information on the status of our mountain lakes
with resrect to ithe current and potential fisheries management opporiunities, This
nrojuect will provide additional informalion on many unsurveyed lakes in western
Montana,

OBJEOTIVES

The objactive of the job 15 to conduct tisheries surveys on mountain lakes
which are inaccessible by road and which lie outside wilderness or primitive area
boundaries,

A

rontoon equipped helicopter was used to transport fisheries workers and

survey equiprent to and from the lakes, ILake survey information was recorded on
YMontana Fish and Came Department. lake survey forms., Sketches were made of each

lake surveyed, The cketches show shoreline profiles, beds of emergent aguatic
vegetation, iributary stream locations and other pertinent information, A Lowrance
Figsh Lo-h-tor was used to cbtain depths on transects across the Inkes., This informaw
*ion was plotted on the sketch maps, Standard 125-foot long experimental {graduated
mesh) monofilament gill nets were set overnight to sample fish populations,




Surveve were mede on O5 lakes in Lbe Flint Creek Hange and 12 lakes in tne
gk Treck dralnace, G nets were set o inoall lakes except Lhose considered
shrough werial observation or on-site dnvestlgation to be unsuitable for mamagemont,

Abhreviations for flsh specles used in this veport are:

Hb rainbow trout

Ct - cutthroat troubt ¢! andetermined origin
WsCt - westsleope cutthrest trout

YOt Yollowstone cutthroat trout
RbxCt reinhboww-cut threat hybrid

o Lolly Yarden

Eb brock trout

LL - brown trout

W mountain whitefish

F3u longnose sucker

FINDINGS

Flirt Creek Range

QOf the 65 lakes surveyed in the Flint Creek Range, L2 contained fish, 7 were
recommended for introductions, and 16 were observed either from ithe air on on-site
and determincd unsultable for management., A summary of the lakes survewd showing
the Iocation, size, elevation, depth and fisheries information is presented in
Table 1,

Shallow lakes determined unsuitable for management are given in Table 2, lakes
not yet surveyed or scheduled for additional survelllance are listed in Table 3,
Those lakes currently unsurveyed will be placed on a priority list to insure a complete
up-to-date survey in this mountain range. :

Mgure 1 shows the naming or numbering system used to lIdentify lakes during this
SuUrvey.

Rock Creek Drainage

Of the 12 lakes surveyed in the Rock Creck drainage, 9 contained fish, A
summary of the lakes surveyed showing the locations, size, elevation, maximunm
depth, and fisheries information is presented in Table L, These lakes, with the
exception of George Lake and the Potato Lakes which remain to be surveyed, are all
the lakes found outeside the boundaries of the Anaconda~Pintlar Wilderness Area in
the Rock Creek drainage,
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HYap showing naming system for mountain lakes during 1972 lake surveys
in the Flint Creex Hanpe,

Figure 1,



E% Several small, shallow, ummamed lakes were observed from the alr but were
rot, suitable for manapement.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Flint Creek Range

Lake

Sohn - marginal for spawning - plant every third year with WsCt
Hunters - shallow - intrecduce Arctic grayling

Meadow #1 (Hock Cr,) - introduce Arctic grayling

Meadow #li ( Racetrack Cr.) - plant every third year with WsCt

Mud - plant every third year with WeCt
Ryan - plant svery third year with WsCt
Trask #2 - plant every third year with WsCt
Trask #3 - plant every third year with WsCt
Twin Peaks - introduce Arctle grayling

Upper Swamp Culch - intruduce WsCt

Rock Creek Drainage

lake

Emerire - plant every third year with WsCt
rish - plant every third year with WsCt

Whetstone - plant every third year with WsCt

Prepared by Ron Marcoux

@ Dale September 22, 1972

Waters referred to: Lakes listed in Tables 1 - 4.
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