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Fellow Anglers,

This booklet is designed to help you find and experience some quality
fishing opportunities located in Southeastern Montana. Many small
reservoirs are scattered throughout the region and have a variety of fish
species. Please take the fime to read this entire guide.

This guide consists of four main sections:

e General information regarding the Pond Program, fishing
regulations, state records of warm water fish, public land agency

contacts, and commen fishing knots.
= A map of each county identifying the general location of each pond.

s A county specific table listing each pond and location, recent water
conditions, fish stocking information and other general information.

» Pond specific maps to assist in locating a pond.

Every effort has been made to make the information in this bookiet as
accurate and up-to-date as possible. Despite our efforts, errors are
possible and likely. Many ponds are subject to winterkill, making fish
population descriptions inaccurate. We would appreciate any comments
and corrections you might have. We would aiso welcome suggestions on
additional ponds (public or private) that could be stocked with fish and
would provide future angler opportunities.

Good Luck Fishing!

Region 7 Fisheries Staff




About the Program...

The Private Pond Program is a cooperative arrangement between private
landowners or public land agencies, and Montana Department of Fish

Wildlife & Parks (FWP) to provide free public fishing.

Private Landowners agree to allow public fishing on their ponds
stocked by FWP. However, the landowner does not forfeit any
private property rights, including the right to deny access for cause
and the right to enforce ranch rules. Landowner permission is
required to fish any private pond.

Landowners and other land managing agencies interested in
stocking their ponds shouid contact FWP. Ponds are checked by
FWP for adequate water depth (minimum of 10 feet at full pool). The
landowner and FWP then cooperatively decide which fish species
would best suit the pond.

Warm water fish species (bass, bluegill, northern pike, walleye,
perch, etc.) generally are stocked once, anticipating they will
naturally spawn to continue their population. Generally, warm water
species take 2-3 years to grow to a size desired by anglers. Thus,
the best ponds usually are stocked with warm water species.

Rainbow Trout are stocked annually because they do not reproduce
in ponds. They are capable of rapid growth; fingerling trout planted
in the spring can be angler desirable by fall.

FWP routinely samples stocked ponds to monitor the fish population
and pond depth.

Angler’s behavior determines whether or not iandowners continue to
participate in the program. Courteous, legal, and ethical behavior
keeps gates open. Please report any violations to 1-800-TIP-MONT
(847-6668).



How To Use This Guide

Flip to the county map where you would like to find a fishing opportunity.
The map displays the general location of each pond by a number in a
square or circle. Numbers inside squares represent privately owned
ponds; these ponds require landowner permission prior to fishing.
Numbers in circles represent publicly owned ponds {BLM, State, City).

Following each map is a table listing the ponds located on the
corresponding county map. The first series of ponds listed (above the
double lines) are stocked with rainbow trout; those listed below the double
lines are stocked with warm water fish.

Be sure to read the “NOTES” section for the pond. Valuable information is
often provided in this column. For example, the pond has dried up during
the recent drought or the size of fish sampled recently may be listed. Some
ponds may be closed during a certain time of year!

When you decide on a pond, use the landowner’s directions (when asking
for permission) to help in driving to the pond. You may aiso use the GPS
coordinates (using WGS 84 datum), legal description, and pond specific
maps to find the pond. It may help to relate all this information to a BLM
map, as many of the ponds will be visible on the BLM map. If you continue
to have trouble with its location please call the Miles City office for
additional advice {406-232-0900).

Please contact us with observations or errors that are found within this
book. It will be updated annually to try and stay current with the constantly
changing environmental conditions in Southeastern Montana.

Regulations

Angiers should become familiar with Montana fishing regulations. The
following regulations are a synopsis for pond fishing in Eastern Montana.
s« Landowner permission is required to fish privately owned ponds.

e Littering of any kind is iliegal and may cause the landowner to close
access indefinitely.

e Fish introductions: each year fishing opportunity is lost due to
illegal fish introductions. Such introductions may be the result of
thoughtless acts (i.e. dumping a bait bucket containing bait fish) or
an intentional, selfish act as when an angler wants to expand “his”




opportunity to fish for “his” favorite fish. Regardless of the reason,
the result is usually negative. Rainbow trout, for instance, tolerate
very little competition from other fish in Eastern Montana ponds;
northern pike and yellow perch usually overpopulate and become
stunted if not used in the proper species mix and in certain kinds of
ponds. FWP stocking decisions are based on the ponds potential for
certain species or combination of species, the landowner's
preferences, and other fishing opportunities in the area. lilegally
planting fish carries a fine of up to $5000.00 and loss of hunting and
fishing privileges.

Live Bait: live nongame fish {except sculpins, carp, goldfish,
rainbow smeit, all species of sunfish family, bullheads and yellow
perch) can be used as bait only in the following ponds in
Southeastern Montana: Baker Lake (Fallon Co.); Buxbaum Perch
Res., Kuester Res., Gartside Res. (Richiand Co.); Castle Rock Lake,
Schlesinger Perch Pond, South Sandstone Res. (Rosebud Co.); Doug
Gardner #2 Res., Talcott Pond (Carter Co.); Johnson Res., Lindsay
Res. (Dawson Co.); Spotted Eagle (Custer Co.}; Tongue River Res.
(Bighorn Co.); Whiteside Res. (Garfield Co.). For a complete
statewide list see pages 74 & 75 in Montana Fishing Regulations.

Warm Water Game Fish Stamp: a warm water fish stamp is required
to possess warm water fish from the following waters in Southeastern
Montana: Baker Lake, Maier Res., South Sandstone Res. (Fallon Co.);
Beaver Creek (Wibaux Co.); Castle Rock Lake, Schiesinger Res.
(Rosebud Co.); Engdahl Cottonwood Res., Trumbo Pond (Garfield
Co.); Ft Peck Reservoir; Gartside Lake {Richiand Co.); Haughian Res.
(Custer Co.); Homestead Res., Silvertip Res. (Prairie Co.); Johnson
Dam (Dawson Co.); Taicott Pond (Carter Co.); Tongue River Res, (Big
Horn Co.). For a statewide list see pages 72 & 73 in Montana Fishing
Regulations.

Hook & Line Limits: two attended lines may be used on Southeastern
Montana ponds during the open water period; up to 6 lines may be
used through the ice.
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Garfield County (continued)
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Garfield County (continued)

John Ryan

Ao Devﬂ’e}, Creek

K.V, Watt

To Rock Springs

Jim Whiteside

%J‘o Rock Springs




" Brargenberg

Volorg

slland

. Fidge

& Fublic Ponds

. Frivate Ponds
{Landawner
Permission
FHequired)

Powder River County, Montana
Fishing Ponds

28



YoIBT MOBA-dA “SOYONS BIUM-NSM 'SAHEM-TIM 'SSBY YINOWBWS-GINS IN0L MOGUIEY-).8Y ‘oxid LISYLION-dN ‘SSBq UinowsBie g

YSYUNS UBBID-SD "WNIP JBjBMYSSI-H4J UYSIED |2uteyD-00 ‘peayling-HE ‘Benig-og ‘eiddesd y¥oeig-yOog ‘pesyiing ¥oeig-Hag 1SUOHeIARIGGY USid ,

‘puod o3 ajw | ob pue Ys| uiny 'sopw g%
8817 BEag W) YINos o5y “Alaysy syl woddns o) wdep

EBO'G0 SOLM
Jeem alenbape pug $$BG SNOJBWNU puno} Zooz ul Buidweg FeaLid snpecig anT £ ps'ss LOG'F0 SPN  Z# AOBT ‘SLUBLIIAA G
‘pucd 03 Bl 71 ARewixoidde of pue ys| umy 'selu ' Yoo
sjleg woy nos o5 puod ui paosjos s Jaiem sienbape usum
paYonISal a4 it SSBY “YSYUNS Usalb Jo uononpoup elep ue £24°G0 SOLA
pue j83} { Ajlo je yidsp Jajem slj puncy o0z Anr ut Buiduwes BIBALIG Snpeolg 39 ‘g £'3rG'S6  0GE'F0 GPN L AceT 'swietlian G
‘sasmeledws) Jeem wiem Buung uogsidap usbBAxo L2610 90LA
lans el o} anp Ajuesar eAIMNS O] pa|ie} aary Us!d sS4 Asuug Led LALFSL 96L'PL GPN aaUo A ¥
‘BHRY puoLUei(] JO YUOU Sl | 1hoge 4G GOLM
15aM 0} flBdl &ML IN04 Youl £ Yum Ajenuie pajue|y S4 snpeaig gy 8CALFS9  Op39L GPN IHNL PN €
GGELE SOLA (tpws susgy)
"200T 7 L0OOT U USD0IS 01 MO| 00 4 slenlld  Bjjlaapmod 184 §2'36V'32  £06'.€ SVN £ MSUISCT 4
‘ped AJUN0D BUj JO YINOS 1SN DUE SO M3} B DOCMIBON) 87192 SOLM (s0g uopiog)
Jo1se8 pejeno zoog Bny uijes; ¢ Aluo sem yidep puoy SEAll aitAlepmid 1gy 0L'HLE'SE 982k SN uyor ‘uesuer L
SZION  dIHSHINMO dVYi « 8303dS  NOWLAIMOSIG I3ANLONOT FNVN ANOd # GNOd
wW1g HSHd WaaT  =3anlivi

SANOd ALNNOD ¥IAR ¥3AMOd

29



Powder River County Ponds
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Prairie County Ponds
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Wibaux County Ponds




Montana Fish Records

if you think you have legally caught a fish in Montana that may be a state record:
Don't clean or freeze the fish. Keep the fish cool -- preferably on ice. Take a

picture of the fish.
Get the fish weighed as soon as possible on a certified scale (found in grocery or

hardware stores, efc.) and witnessed by an observer. Get an affidavit from the

store if no FWP official is present. Measure the length.
Contact the nearest FWP office (406-232-0200) to have the fish positively

identified and to determine if it is a state record.
Note: Native fish are identified with an asterisk. Records are accurate as of October 4,

2001. For a complete list of Montana's record fish, call or email: 406-444-3188,
tkarwaski@state.mt.us

L

L]

:Channe
Flathead Chub*

arias River Near Loma

20.25" ort Peck Reservoir

rmaiimouth Buffalo® elson Reservoir

White Sucker*
ellow Bullhead
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Public Lands Contact

Bureau of Land Management Offices

Montana State Office Glasgow Field Station
5001 Southgate Drive Route 1-4775

PO Box 36800 Glasgow, MT. 59230
Billings, Mt. 59107-6800 (406) 228-3750

(406) 896-5004

Lewistown Field Office Miles City Field Office
Airport Road 111 Garryowen Rd.
PO Box 1160 Miles City, MT. 59301
Lewistown, MT. 59457 (406) 233-2800

(406) 538-7461

US Fish & Wildlife Offices
Charles M. Russell NWR
PO Box 110
Lewistown, MT. 59457-0110
(406) 538-8706

Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation

Montana DNRC Eastern Land Office
1625 Eleventh Avenue 321 Main St.

Helena, MT. 59620 Miles City, MT. 59301
(406) 444-2074 (406) 232-2034
Northeastern Land Office Southern Land Office
613 North Main Street Airport Industrial Park
PO Box 12021 Billings, MT. 59105-1978
Lewistown, MT. 59457 (406) 247-4400

(406) 538-7789

US Forest Service

Custer National Forest
Box 50760

1310 Main St

Billings, MT. 59105
(406) 657-6200
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STATE HEADQUARTERS

1420 East 6" Avenue

PO Box 200701

Helena MT 59620-0701

1406) 444-2535

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND AREA OFFICES

REGION 1- Kalispell
490 North Meridian Rd
Kalispeil MT 59901
(406) 752-55014

REGION 2- Misso\a
3201 Spurgin Rd
Missoula MT 59804
{406) 542-5500

REGION 3- Bozeman
1400 South 18"
Bozeman MT 59718
{406} 994-4042

REGION 4- Great Falis
4800 Giant Springs Rd
Great Falis MT 59405
(406} 454-5840

REGION 5- Billings
2300 Lake &lmo Dr
Billings MT 53105
{4018} 247-2940

REGION B- Glasgow
Route 1~ 4210
Giasgow MT 58230
{408) 228-3700

REGION 7- Miles City
Industrial Site West
PO Box 1630

Mies Clty, MT 58301
{406} 232-0800

BUTTE AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
1820 Meadowiark Lane
Butte MT 58701

{406} 494-1953

HAVRE AREA
RESQURCE OFFICE
2165 Hwy 2 East
Havre, MT 558501
{406] 265-6177

HELENAAREA
RESOURCE OFFICE

930 Cusier Avenue West
Haleria MT 586820

(406) 495-3260

LEWISTOWN AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
2358 Alrport Rd

PO, Box 938
Lewistown MT 58457
(408} 538-4658

Montana Plish, Wildlife & Parks
Regional Boundaries




BASIC FISHING LINE KNOT

CLINCH KHOT
1. Put the end of the iine through the eye of
the hook and bring it back toward the line.

5 Make five "S” twists around the iine.

3 Tgke the end back toward the hook and
push it through the first loop nearest the
eve.

4. Bring the end back through the big loop.

5. Hold the hook and the ling, pull the knot
tight until it looks like the knot shown.

TRILENE KNOT - PALOMAR KNOT

1. Start with plenty
of line,

1. Run the end of the line through

: : 2. Double the line and
the eye of the hook two times. pass the end e
through the hook's
eye.

3. Tie an overhand
Knot {like yous
were tying your
shoe siring) but
do not pult it tight
yet.

2. Loop the line around 4 or 5
times, then thread the loose
end back betwsen the two
loops near the hook as shown.

. 4. Pass the hook
through the koop.

3. Pull tight, Trim the loose end. . 5. Pullthe foose end
' of the ling o
tighten the knot.
Trimthe end.
.eave al least 1/8
inch of your ling at
the knot.
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