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ABSTRACT

Eighty lakes in the Flint Range were surveyed by helicopter in July 1990,
Sixty-three were gill netted. Twelve lakes yielded no fish. TFour of these were
not appropriate for trout. Forty-eight lakes with fish will be managed with only
natural reproduction. Three lakes containing fish will be maintained by stocking.
Fight lakes apparently suitable for trout have been stocked experimentally.

INTRODUCTION

During July, 1989, a cooperative survey of lakes in the Flint Range in Deer
Lodge, Granite, and Powell counties was conducted. Funds for aircraft operations
were provided by the Deer lLodge National Forest and personnel and equipment
expenses were funded by MT DFWP. The Flint Range is richly supplied with mountain
lakes, some of which have been stocked since the 1930s by FWP., Undocumented
introductions of fish no doubt began much earlier {(see letter from Frank Trask,
1936). Management of the Flint lakes has been piecemeal and it was felt that a
modern survey could provide the basis for a more synoptic management strategy.
Demand for mountain lake angling is substantial and heavy fishing pressure may
be focused on waters reported to contain large fish, In order to avoid
concentrating angler use of a few productive waters to the detriment of the
fishery and the recreational experience, data in this report are presented in a
general fashion, without specifics of fish size.

METHODS

Lakes were surveyed by gill nets placed from a fleat equipped helicopter.
Nets used were 125 feet long, 5 feet deep, of a sinking design, and composed of
25 foot panels of 3/4, 1, 1 1/4, 1 1/2, 2" bar measure monofilament., Nets were
set with small mesh inshore and lifted after approximately 24 hours. Netting
locations on lakes were recorded on the data sheets. A single net was used in
each lake. Fish caught were identified, weighed, measured, and the data recorded.
Fish suitable for consumption were given to local charitable groups.

Lakes were selected for survey on the basis of stocking history, past
management data, and visual inspection from the aircraft. Waters were netted if
there were any indications of ability to hold fish. Lakes which were extremely



shallow, had no obvious inlet and outlet, and no management history were not
netted.

RESULTS

Fighty lakes were visited by helicopter. Sixty-three of these were judge
potentially suitable for trout and netted (Table 1). 1In twelve of the lakes
sampled, no fish were taken in the mets. Of these twelve, four were felt to be
unsuitable on closer inspection and eight were judged worthy of experimental
stocking. Fifty-one of the lakes netted yielded trout. The vast majority of
these, forty-eight, appeared to have some degree of natural reproduction. This
judgement was made on the basis of comparison of stocking dates and species
stocked to size distribution and species of fish taken in nets. Three lakes were
found to contain only fish species and sizes consistent with stocking data. Table
1 contains synoptic data for the lakes surveyed.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on evidence of natural reproduction, it is recommended that forty-
eight lakes be managed without supplemental stocking. The extent of natural
reproductive success should be effective in regulating angler use and harvest.
Tf angler concerns develop about populations in any of these lakes, netting
assesasments can be used to determine whether stocking might be warranted.

Three lakes were netted in which all fish caught seemed to be of hatchery
origin. These lakes, Albicaulis, Alpine, and Little Thornton, should be continued
on the planting program. Stocking intervals for Alpine and Albicaulis should be
reduced to every other year to improve growth potential.

The eight lakes netted and found barren which were considered potentially
suitable for trout were Martin, Meadow Lakes 1, 2, 3, 4, Racetrack, Rainbow and
Unnamed (6N 12W, S18, SE 1/4 NE 1/4). These were planted in 1990 with 800, 500,
400, 300, 400, 1800, 600, and 600 four-inch westslope cutthroat. Fvaluation of
these stockings should take place in 1993. Meadow Lakes 3 and 4 and Trask Lakes
3 and 4 will be considered inappropriate for management.

¥lint Range lakes will be managed on the basis of natural reproduction in
forty—eight lakes, biennial stocking in two lakes, and at discretionary intervals
as required in nine others.



Table 1. Flint Range Mountain Lakes

Management
Lake Name Code Stocked Netted Reproduction  Recommendation
Albicaulis 7296 Rb Rb ¥No
Alpine 7315 Eb Rb No
Altoona 7324 Ct No net too shallow
Big Pozega 9006 Rb Rb,Ct Yes
Bohn 7410 WsCt Ct Yes
Boulder Lower 7448 Ct Ct Yeg
Boulder Upper 7447 WsCt No net too small
Caruthers 7524 Ct Yes
Copper Creek #1 7562 Ct, Rb Brook Yes
Copper Creek #2 7563 Brook Yes
Copper Creek #3 7564 Ct, Brook Yes
Copper Creek #4 7565 No net mud hole
Crystal 7581 Rb Brook Yes
Dead Mans 7619 Ct Ct Yes
Dolus Lake #1 7638 Ct Yes
Dolus Lake #2 7639 No net mud hole
Dolus Lake #3 7640 Ct Yes
Dolus Lake #4 7641 Ct Yes
Doney 7657 No net mud hole
Dorathorn 7676 Ct Yes
Elbow 7765 b Yes
Fisher 7809 Ct Ct Yes
Fred Burr 7885 Ct Ct Yes
Goat Lakes 8037 Ct Yes
Gold Creek 8094 Ct Rb Yes
Goldberg Reservoir 8132 Ct Ct Yes
Greer 8160 Ct Rb Yes
Hidden (Trask #6) 8227 Brook Yes Trask Lake #6
Hidden 8208 No net mud hole
Hunters 8446 Bb Ct Yes
Jones 8341 Rb Ct Yes
Little Pozega 9007 Rb Rb Yes
Iittle Racetrack 8474 Rb Rb, Ct Yes
Lower Altoona 8493 Ct Ct Yes
Lower Bowman 8522 Rb Rb Yes
Lower Elliot 8540 Ct Yes
Martin Lake 8607 Ct No Empty net
Meadow Lake #1 8661 Empty net
#2 8683 Rb Empty net
#2 8662 No net mud hole
#2 8684 Rb Empty net
#3 8663 No net mud hole
#3 8685 Rb Ct Yes
#4 8664 Rb, Ct Eb X Ct Yes
#4 8686 Rb Empty net
#5 8687 Rb Empty net
#6 8688 Empty net
Middle Bowman 8712 Rb Yes
Mt, Ben 8778 WsCt Ct Yes



Table 1. Con't

Management
Lake Name Code Stocked Netted Reproduction Recommendation
Muel 8854 WsCt Ct Yes
Porcupine 8977 Ct Yes
Powell 8987 Brown Dried up
Racetrack 9044 Rb No Empty net
Rainbow 9063 Rb No Empty net
No name by No number Eb Stocked as Rainbow L,
Ivanhoe Mine 8N 12W S14 in 1988 small pothole
Ryan 9120 WsCt Brook Yes
Sidney 4185 Rb Rb Yes
Stewart 9253 Rb Rb Yes
Thompson 8056 Ct Brook Yes
Thornton Big 9367 Rb Rb Yes
Thornton Little 9368 WsCt Ct No
Tolean 9343 No net mud hole
Trask lLakes #1 9451 No net mud hole
#2 9452 WsCt Brook Yes
#3 9453 WsCt Empty net
#4 9454 Empty net
#5 9455 Brook Yes
#7 9457 Brook Yes
Tungsten 9348 Rb No net mud hole
Twin Peaks 9465 No net mud hole
Unnamed Pothole #1 9483 No net mud hole
#2 9484 Ct Yes
#3 9481 No net mud hole
#4 9500 No net mud hole
#5 9519 Empty net
Upper Altoonce 9538 Ct No net shallow
Upper Bowman 9567 Rb Yes
Upper Elliot 8797 Ct Ct Yes
Upper Swamp Gulch 9640 Ct Yes
Lower Swamp Gulch 8575 Swamp no net
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