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INTRODUCTION

Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) owns, leases, or manages about 517 sites across the state

and is responsible for noxious weed management on approximately 356,153 acres. Sites

include 48 state parks, 320 fishing access sites, 109 wildlife management areas, and more
than 40 administrative sites, fish hatcheries, etc.

FWP lands are widely sought for recreation, are varied, and are not always easily
identifiable. As a result, the outdoor recreating public often assumes many non-
Department recreational sites are property managed or owned by FWP. However, many
of them are actually owned and managed by federal or other state agencies, and some are
even privately owned.

The number of weed-infested acres, on FWP owned and managed lands, was estimated af
32,679 acres in 2004. Active integrated weed management activities took place on over
14,919 acres, and more than 220 insect releases occurred on FWP lands in 2004. Many
properties currently owned and managed by FWP were acquired with weed infestations
present. FWP personnel also assist counties with insect releases on lands surrounding
FWP-owned or managed properties. Typically, long-term weed control success is neither
a rapid nor a readily observable development, yet FWP strives for long-term success and
uses available tools to manage noxious weeds.

Figure 1: A hawk moth caterpiliar is observed feeding on leafy
spurge aleng the Smith River bench during a 2064 cooperative
‘beetle release on privaie land,

To facilitate long-term weed control, Six-Year Weed Management Plans have been
completed for FWP properties in all seven administrative regions. Currently, two
Regions are in the process of updating and revising their plans. Many of the larger



Wildlife Management Areas also have their own site-specific weed management plans in
place. For the majority of sites, weed control is accomplished via contract with county
weed districts or private contractors. To supplement contracted weed control efforts,
FWP utilizes more than 38 emplovees licensed by the Department of Agriculture for
herbicide application at FWP sites. FWP also has a staff member assigned statewide
weed management coordination duties. This person assists managers with reporting
weed management activities on FWP lands and acts as a liaison between FWP and other
state agencies, county weed districts/boards, noxious weed control organizations,
educators, and the general public.

County Weed Districts are excellent partners in the battle to control noxious weeds.
FWP has found that contracting herbicide application with the counties is frequently the
most cost-effective means of weed control. They have typically responded to
Department special requests and regularly scheduled meetings and when there is 2
problem, they have been willing to work with FWP to address various situations. In
some instances, however, due to busy schedules and multiple spraying obligations,
spraying on FWP managed land by county contractors has not always been conducted at
the optimum time for effective control. An issue that FWP has recently found the need to
address is that due to time constraints and contract language, counties only spray
roadsides and areas accessible via established roads, resulting in possible voids in weed
conirol on larger acreages.

At times, spraying is subcontracted through the counties with private contractors. This
can result in difficult tracking of effort, efficiency, and quality control. Some counties
will not contract for weed spraying, so private coniractors are sometimes used. Privale
contractors can apply weed treatment on the required schedule, but they can be
expensive. For large FWP sites that need spraying, private contractors with sufficient
resources can be difficult to find. Cooperative efforts such as the one negotiated between
FWP and Avista in Region 1, and private contractors who maintain high standards of
weed control resulis, such as TKO Invasive Weed Management in Region 3, have been
quite effective, both in time and cost of spraying efforts, and in achieving significant
weed control success.

Annual noxious weed control is not conducted at all FWP managed sites. Some sifes are
groomed, such as mowed lawns, and do not require chemical application. Decisions are
influenced by such factors as aesthetics, proximity to neighbors, potential weed transfer,
and weed efforts of adjacent landowners.

Because Fishing Access Sites are inherently associated with water, using chemical
herbicides has significant potential environmental ramifications. Soil type, slope,
riparian vegetation, water table, and proximity to surface water can limit the use of
chemicals at these sites. When possible, herbicides labeled for use near water are used,
but chemical applicators (regardless of employer) are often still unwilling to take on the
environmental risk and associated liability. Additionally, some of these sites are remote,
poorly developed, and have poor access which prohibits regularly accessing the areas
with spray equipment. On these types of sites, FWP must rely heavily on biclogical




control, a treatment method that is not always successful, and when successful, slow to
result in visible improvement.

Figure 2: Raynolds Pass Fishing Access Site, where FWP and TRO
Invasive Weed Mapagement teamed up to successfully control
spoited knapweed. {Photo couriesy of Big Sky Fishing.Com)

2004 NOXIQUS WEED CONTROL

In calendar year 2004, FWP expended more than $336,753 for on-the-ground weed
control efforts. An additional $261,456 was spent on weed education and outreach,
grants, Capitol grounds maintenance, and other weed management activities. These
figures do not include personnel time and effort spent on reporting, weed plan
preparation, contracts, etc. The proposed on-the-ground noxious weed management
biennial budget for Fiscal Years 2002 through 2003 was $469,994 (3234,997/year).
Because of the highly invasive nature of noxious weeds, FWP’s weed control
expenditures have been increasing and have exceeded proposed budgets yearly.
Expenditures exceeded proposed budgets in 2004, and 2005 expenditures are expected to

do the same.

In addition to FWP’s direct on-the-ground control efforts, the Department has historically
participated in the following weed management roles:

e Prior to 2002, FWP managed a general fund account that was used for the
Noxiocus Weed Trust Fund. Since 2002, in accordance with House Bill No. 2 (as
amended), these general funds go to the Department of Agriculture general fund
account for use in the Noxious Weed Trust Fund., In 2002, $101,341, and in 2003
$101,337, was redirected to the Depariment of Agriculture general fund for use in
the Noxious Weed Trust Fund. Recipients of these funds are those deemed by the



Trust Fund Council to have experienced increased weed infestations on their
property as a result of outdoor recreation activities and/or wildlife.

Figure 3: FWF statewide noxious weed control expendifures, 1999 - 2004,
Prata was not available for 2600,
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The Block Management Program pays approximately $4 million annually to
cooperating landowners. These payments are intended to offset hunter impacts on
enrolled lands, including impacts associated with noxious weed control. Through
the Block Management Program, FWP influences potential weed control on
nearly nine million acres of private land in Montana.

Senate Bill 326, Section 26, authorized FWP to offer up to 5% in additional
incentive payments to Block Management cooperators who agree to use those
payments for specific weed management activities on lands under their conirol.
For the 2004 hunting season Block Management cooperators received weed
incentive payments totaling $171,389.05.

Off-Highway Vehicle Grant funds totaling $300,000 are available through FWP
for 2004-2005. Historically, most of the grants have included funding for weed
education and control. For 2004, the portion of off-highway vehicle and
recreational vehicle trail grants awarded by FWP that was used for weed control
and/or weed education and awareness totaled $64,500.

$1.6 million in federal funding is available through FWP for 2004-2005 trails
projects for the creation, completion, maintenance or renovation of recreational
trails in Montana. All applications require weed management plans fo be in placs,
and many of the projects include a weed control component.

FWP education and outreach efforts reached untold numbers of Montana citizens.
Notably, in 2004, 80 sixth grade students from Four Georgians Elementary
School in Helena and more than 20 adults participated in a spotted knapweed
identification and weed pulling field trip near Rimini, Montana.




e During the 2004 hunting season, FWP and the Custer Rod and Gun Club in Miles
City, cooperatively sponsored a “Weed Wash.” The weed wash took place in
Miles City on opening weekend of the antelope-hunting season. On October 9
and 10, 2004, two local car wash vendors, Big Sky Car Wash and the Lube
Center, accepted vouchers for car washes and KATL Radic provided live on-site
coverage at no cost. Hunters and fishermen were required to display a valid 2004
conservation license to be eligible. Participants were especially encouraged o
wash the undercarriage of their vehicle. The 229 sporismen and women who
participated in the wash also received a vehicle decal (shown below) to illustrate
that they are concerned about noxious weeds and willing to help prevent their
spread.

e In addition to the efforts seen in eastern Montana, many Block Management
cooperators in southwest Montana requested weed identification and
informational brochures to distribute to hunters. Several thousand brochures
produced by the Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee and the Montana
State University Extension Service were provided to cooperating landowners
prior to the opening of the general big game season.

Figure 4: Several hundred sportsmen’s vehicles sperted this decal
during the 2004 big game hanting secason.

FWP hopes to see more future cooperative efforts that include local departments of
commerce, county weed districts/boards, agriculture and livestock associations, the
Montana Qutfitters and Guides Association, other land management agencies, and
additional groups of hunters, anglers, and other recreationists.



THE SIKES ACT

The Sikes Act of 1974 (Public Law 92-452) is federal legisiation that allows for
memoranda of understanding between state fish and wildlife agencies and federal natural
resource agencies to develop a funding source and partner in projects for the restoration
and enhancement of fish and wildlife habitat on public lands. In about 1993, FWP
developed agreements with the U.S. Forest Service and U.B. Bureau of Land
Management to cost-share, on a 50:50 basis, for habitat restoration and improvements on
public lands. On occasion, projects are funded that have a strong weed conirol
component, which in turn improves fish and wildlife habitat.

In 2004, $1,000 was granted from the Sikes Act for weed control on Ninepipe Wildlife
Management Area. Other projects funded through the Sikes Act have ranged from
$2,000 for weed control on Gallatin National Forest in 2003 to $17,500 granted in 2002
for weed control on Beaverhead/Deerlodge National Forest (Table 1). Since 2000, weed
control totaling $52,891 has been funded on five Montana National Forests and one FWP
Wildlife Management Area.

Sikes Act doliars have also been used to give s funding boost 1o long-term cooperative
efforts such as those undertaken by FWP and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
(RMEF). Since 1989, $250,000 has been spent on wead control on the Blackfoot-
Clearwater Wildlife Management Area. The funding for this ongoing weed management
endeavor has originated from FWP’s Wildlife Division operating budget, RMEF, and
Sikes Act granis.

Table 1: Stkes Act doliars spent on nexious weed conirol projects. 2086 - 2004, “No Sikes Act
funding was used for noxious weed control in 2001,

Custer Gallatin Helens Laolo Total Sikes Act
Beaverhead/Deerindge | National Mational Matienal Mationai Ninepipe Doliars 2000-
Year® National Forest Faorest Forest Forest Porest WhiA 2064
2600 $8,591 $6,000 53,000 $19,591
2002 317,500 $5,000 54,800 $27,300
2063 $3,000 52,080 55,000
2004 £1,000 31,000

$52,801

Additional information on the Sikes Act Program can be found in the Report to the 59"
Montana Legislature, Sikes Act Program 2003/2004, Habitat Enhancement on Public

Lands for Wildlife Species that are Fished, Hunted and Trapped.
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Figure 5: Big game winter range on the Blackfeot-Clearwater WMA
(16,354 acres) has benefited from many years of escoperative weed control
effort and funding.

ANEW COOPERATIVE VENTURE

During the spring and summer of 2004, the Montana Department of Agniculture (MDA),
in cooperation with FWP, initiated an innovative project. MDA personnel conducted an
gvaluation of weed control effort and success on FWP owned and managed properties.

The evaluation conducted by MDA personnel included 123 fishing access siies and two
state parks. The site evaluations indicated that FWP is achieving noxious weed control
successes statewide. Of the sites visited during 2004 by MDA, FWP staff had
determined in 2003 that 85% of these sites had stable or decreasing noxicus weed
infestations.

Other valuable information and cufcomes resulting from the 2004 evaluation include the
following:

e §67.2% of the sites visited exhibited low (or non-existing) weed densities, 18.4%
moderate weed densities, and only 14.4% were deemed by the Department of
Agriculture to have high weed densities. Noxious weeds were not found or
identified on ten percent of all sites visited. Many of the FWP owned and
managed sites have seen considerable improvement since FWP acquired
ownership and initiated management of the properties.

o Ofthe FWP sites deemed as having high weed densities, 94% received treatment
in 2003.



s (Of the sites deemed as having medium weed densities, 86% received treatment in
2003,

¢ Noxious weeds were not present on 16% of the low-density sites. Of the sites
deemed as having low weed densilies, 72.4% received treatment in 2004,

e (Of the visited sites that had weeds present, 24% had weed densities of one percent
or less. Of these very low-density sites, FWP staff determined that 81.5% had
weed densities that were stable or decreasing in 2003,

e In 2003, weed control efforts occurred on nearly 93% of all the sites visited that
had weeds.

e In 2002, weed control efforts occurred on nearly 85% of all the sites visited that
had weeds.

Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Department of Agriculture have determined that this
evaluation, initiated during the spring and summer of 2004, will be a very valuable tool to
determine weed control successes and weaknesses and aid noxious weed control efforts
statewide. FWP hopes that through consistent methodology and scope, this and future
gvaluations can be used fo positively impact control efforts by helping weed control
personnel focus on areas that might reguire additional attention. Additionally, FWP is
pleased to be offering assistance for a cost-gharing effort to see that this mission is
continued into the future. This cooperative endeavor has established a new precedent in
noxious weed control with the desired outcome of improved weed control efficiency and
effectiveness for public and private land managers statewide.

In addition to data gathered during 2004, future cooperative assessments will include
weed infestation and control assessments of public and private lands adiacent to FWP
sites. The measure of weed densities and coniro! effort on these adjacent lands will
provide valuable insight into FWP weed conirol successes and weaknesses on these sites
and will also provide a gauge of the outlying seed source hindering FWP efforts.

CONCLUSION

FWP owns and manages less than one-half of cne percent of all lands in Montana, vet
spends over half of a million dollars annually on weed control and related activities on
FWP owned and managed land and more than an additional $171,389 in Block
Management Weed Incentive Payments for private land weed conirol. A total of nearly
four million in sportsmen’s dollars are provided annually o privaie landowners through
the Block Management Program, for use m farm and ranch operations, which may
include weed management activities. In addition to FWP funding sources, nearly one
million doilars in federal trails project grant funding were provided through FWP in
2004. Federal trails projects require weed management plans to be in place and
frequently include a weed control component.

b




FWP takes great pride in its accomplishments, vet recognizes that there is always room
for improvement, especially in noxious weed control. Continuation of current levels of
effort and expenditures, along with new cooperative evaluation programs such as the one
initiated by Montana Department of Agriculture and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks,
will help ensure that past and present advances in weed control are not lost. No single
private, state, or federal entity will achieve large-scale noxious weed control success on
its own. Only through cooperation and collaboration will we continue to gain ground,
statewide, in the battle against noxious weeds.
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APPENDIX C

Region 1 — 2004 Weed Activity Report
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APPENDIX D

Region 2 — 2004 Weed Activity Report
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Region 3 — 2004 Weed Activity Report
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APPENDIX J

5002 — 2003 Biennial Report Prepared for the Montana
Department of Agriculture







STATE AGENCY BIENNIAL NOXIOUS WEED MANAGEMENT

REPORTING AGENCY:

SUMMARY R

LPORT FOR

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

$9,484.00

BEAVERHEAD | Ontrack-- Annual plans Continue contracting w/ county $11,000.00
discussed with for chemical control at varicus
supervisor/board; signed FAS’s and State Parks.
agreemenis for 62 &03; six | Continue participation in
year plan revision adopted. watershed weed project.
Continue nowing, bio-insect
work and chemical spraying.
Participaie in weed days; comply
w/ HB 395 requirements;
increase funding of weed
progran.
BIG HORN Current. Will be updated in | Continue to monitor and control $18852.00 $21,694.00
2004, Weed map for Chief | knapweed infestation at State
Plenty Coups SP and Grand | Parks and FAS’s. Continue o
Marsh FAS have been work with contractor on Chief
completed. Plenty Coups State Park weed
control.  Develop site
management plan for Grant
Marsh FAS,
BLAINE Cuarrent FAS: Continue to survey for $0.60 $150.00
noxious weeds and spray when
found,. FWP and County wiil
do spray work.
BROADWATER | Ontrack-- Annual plans Centinue arrangement w/ county $240.00 $320.00
discussed with for chemical application at
supervisor/board; signed York’s Island and Toston FAS;
agreements for 02803; six- | continue FWP staff involvement
year plan revision in place. w/ mowing, pulling and big-
insect releases; implement
revised six yvear weed mgt plan;
comply w/ HB 393
fequirsments.
CARBON Current — Will be updated in | Continue work at Cooney State $17,306.00 $18,904.00
2004 park, FASs and Silver Run
WA
CARTER Current Menitor treatiment for Canada $710.00 $300.00
Thistle at Medicine Rocks 8P,




CASCADE Current cooperative Continued biological-chemical $9286.67 $11,500.00
agreement in place with the | and mechanical control utilized.
county. Continued monitoring of new
invaders and existing
infestations, All State Parks and
FAS’s in Cascade County.
CHOUTEAU Current cooperative Continued biological-chemical 3302.20 $450.00
agreement in place with and mechanical control of
Craig Ferris and the county. | noxious weeds. Continued
monitoring for new invaders.
CUSTER Current Continue 10 monitor and treat $2,450.00 26,016.00
purple loosesirife at Kinsey
Bridge FAS. Continue
containment and reduction of
leafy spurge at Priogue Island
using chemical and bio-control
methods.
DANIELS Carrent FAS: Chemical and mechanical $313.60 $350.00
conirol. Chemical control by
County and FWP
DAWSON Current Continue co-op partnership on £5,163.00 $7,740.00
spurge grazing project at
Makoshika SP. Expand and
diversify bio-control insect
populations at Yellowstone
River WMA,
DEER LODGE Current, up-dated and Roadside chemnical treatment $26,734.50 £20,000.00
approved through 2007 continued west of Divide on
Mount Haggin WMA, knapweed
and leafy spurge biologic agents
distributed to inaccessible areas.
Known infestations sprayed east
of Divide on Mount Haggin
WMA Helicopter spraying
completed in October 2002,
Newly acquired Garrity
Mountain WMA; continue
county co-op on WMA’s and
staie parks.
FALLON Current Monitor Canada thistle efforts at $420.00 $240.00
South Sandstone FAS
FERGUS Current — Cooperative Continued chemical and $4,137.34 $4,75C
agreement in place with mechanical control of weeds.
County. Currently chemical  Includes bio-control and
and mechanical control by continued monitoring for new
contract sprayer (Helena -1 invaders.
Weed Control). Have
contacted Joe Foran with
Fergus County and we will
be working on an agreement
for spraying on FAS’s.
FLATHEAD Updated Plan in place 02-08 | Continue to control existing $8,000.00 $9,000.00

County Agreement Carrent,

weeds and survey for new
invaders.




GALLATIN On rack- Annual plans Continue chernical application $9,795.00 $11,000.00
discussed with agreement w/ county, use private
supervigor/board; signed contractor for chemical work at
agreement for 02&03; six- Cameron, Kirk, Erwin and
year plan revisicn in Gallatin Forks FAS’s and
place. Headwaters and Buffale Jump
SP’s; continue mowing Cherry
River FAS; continue bio-
insectary work at Erwin,
Drouiliard and Greycliff;
continue bio contract for field
work and evaluation; follow
revised weed mgt plan; comply
w/ HB 395 requirements through
annual plans
GARFIELD Current Monitor Canada Thistle control $9,192.00 532000
work at Hell Creek SP; monitor
adjacent lands for salt cedar
infestation
GLACIER No FWP Sites in this county 20.00 $0.00
GOLDEN No FWP Sites in this county $0.00 $0.00
VALLEY
GRANITE Current Co-op with County on FAS's $100.00 $100.00
HILL Current FAS/WMA: Biclogical Control $6,616.26 57.5060.00
and chemical control {County
does all chemical and biological
control. FAS: Mechanical
control (Mowing by FWFP)
JEFFERSON Weed control activities are Continue major weed control $7,340.00 38,000,006
on- going, mainly at Lewis | program at Lewis and Clark
& Clark Caverns; weed Caverns SP using chemical
agreement signed for 02 & conttractor and FWP staff
03; six year mgt. plan applicators, also bio-insect and
revisions in place mechanical work will continue
bere; the 5ix FAS s will be
monitored and chemical control
andfor insect releases witi be
used; revised weed mgt plan will
continue to be followed; HB 365
reguirements will be addresse
| biennially.
| JUDITH BASIN Current cooperative I Wildlife Management Area — 4 $3,158.25 $4,250.00
agreement with county. treatroents. Contimned chemical
‘ Chemical and mechanical and mechanical control of
contrel by contract sprayer weeds, Includes bio-control and
{Helena Weed Control}. continued monitoring for new
Contacted Robert invaders.
Montgomery, Judith Basin
County Weed Supervisor;
Fudith Basin will be
coniracting with FWP for
weed control services next
year.




Spurge, continte county co-op.

LAKE Updated 6-yr plan in place Continue to control existing $55,900 $57,400.00
02-08. Current County weeds and expand treatment to
Agreement new areas.
LEWIS AND Current cooperative I Wildlife Management Area — 6 $28,822.98 $30,880.00
CLARK agreement with county. treatmenis. Continue chemical,
Currently chemical and mechanical, and biological
mechanical control by conirol of weeds. Also continue
contract sprayer (Helena monitoring for new invaders.
Weed Control). Expectto Continue private contracting for
continue with contract weed | mechanical control at SPs and
control after discussion with | FASs; continue in-house minor
county weed supervisor. cutting and pulling; pursue
On Track ~ Annual plans increase in funding for FAS
discussed with weed control; continue to follow
supervisor/board; signed revised six year weed
agreement for 02/03 in management plan; comply w/HB
place; six year plan revision | 393 requirements
adopted.
LIBERTY No FWP land in this county. $6.00 30.00
LINCOLN Update 6-yr plan in place Continue monitoring for weeds $4,500.00 $9,050.00
and using chemical,
biclogical/mechanical control
methods ag needed on all sites.
MoCONE Current FAS: Chemical and mechanical $120.00 $150.00
{mowing) control by FWP.
MADISON On track-- Annual plans Continue chemical work by $52,536.00 $49,000.00
discussed with county a various FAS's; focus
supervisor/board; signed on knapweed problem at
agreement for 62403 in Raynold’s Pass; continue to
place; siz year plan revision | participate in the South Madison
adopted. Pilot Project {financially and in
committee}; continue o
participate in Upper Ruby Weed
Project; continue w/ other I'WM
methods by FWP staff, work on
ncreasing FAS weed budgets;
continue to implement revised
six year weed mgt plan; comply
w/ HB 395 requirements.
MEAGHER Cuarent cooperative 1 Wildlife Management Area — 4 $4,381.24 34,746.00
’ agreement with county. treatments. Continued
Chemical and mechanical biglogical-chemical and
control by contract spraver mechanical control of noxious
{Helena Weed Control). weeds. Continued monitoring for
Have contacted Otioc Olsen, new invaders.
Meagher County Weed
Supervisor; FWP proposes
contracting with Meagher
County for weed control on
FAS’s.
MIMNERAL Current FAS’s - Dalmation Toadflax, $2,378.79 £3,000.00




MISBOULA

Current

Contain/eradicate leafy spurge
spots and maintain knapweed
treatments on Blackfood-
Clearwater WMA; State Parks;
FASs; and continue with county
co-0p. Spurge project on
Blackfoot.

$47,915.58

$346,000.00

1 MUSSELSHELL

No FWP lands in this
county.

30.00

600

BPARK

On track-- Annual plans
discussed with
supervisor/board; agreement
signed for 02&03; six -year
plan revision in place.

Continue w/ private contract
chemical work at various FAS's;
focus on Mallard’s Rest and
Grevewl FAS; continue bio-
insect work and evaluations;
work on FAS weed budget
increase; continue to implement
revised six year weed mgt plan;
comply w/ HB 393
requirements; meet with county
regarding their special concerns.

$15,943.00

$17,060.00

PETROLEUM

Mo FWP lands in this
county.

50.00

30.00

PHILLIPS

Cwrrent

FAS: Mechanical {mowing}
control by FWP

$50.00

$250.00 (chemical
spray for leafy

spurge)

PONDERA

No FWP sites in this county.

30.00

£6.00

POWDER
RIVER

Current

Expand and diversify bio-control
insects for leafy spurge at
Broadus Bridge FAS,

$300.00

$300.00

POWELL

Current

Coniain/eradicate leafy spurge
spots and maintain knapweed
treatments on Black-Clearwater
WMA, FAS's Spurge

$16,107.68

$21,900.00

PRAIRIE

Cusrent

Expand and diversify bio-control
insect populations for leafy
spurge at Powder River Depot
FAS; monitor and eradicate
spotted knapweed at Fallon
Bridge FAS.

$1,282.00

$1,000.00

RAVAILLI

Current

Continue knapweed treatments
in Threemile and Calf Creek
WMAs; partner with new
Threemile Weed Group; FASs &
State Parks — Spurge

$:2,94321

$14,800

RICHILAND

Current

Expand and diversify bio-control
inset populations for leafy
spurge at Yellowstone River
FAS and WMA. FAS:
Chemical and mechanical
control. Chemical control was
done by County and FWP.

$7,638.00

37,705.00

ROOSEVELT

Current

FAS: Mechanical control by
FWE. {Mowing}

$1i0.00

3200.00




ROBEBUD Current Continue to monitor/eradicate $1,170.00 $700.00
knapweed at West Rosebud
FAS.
SANDERS Current updated 6-yr planin | Continue to control weeks using $3,360.00 $3,500.00
place chemical, biological, mechanical
contrel methods as needed on all
gites.
SHERIDAN Current Nothing was done during this $0.00 30.00
biennjum _
SILVER BOW Current-per regional weed Spot infestations sprayed $12,396.00 $14,766.00
management plan. Annual throughout Fleecer WMA.
plans discussed with Helicopter spraying completed
supervisor/board; signed in October 2002, 2003
agreement for in place for helicopter spraying postponed
02/03; six year plan revision | due to dry conditions. Biolegic
adopted agents put on remote infestations
throughout Fleecer and Mount
Haggin WMA's.
Continue chemical application
agreement w/county at
Powerhouse and Browne’s
Bridge FAS; contimue minor
ITWM activities by FWP staff;
continue to implement reviged
six-year weed management;
comply w/HC395 requirements.
STILLWATER Current - Will be updated in | Continue work at FASs and Big $7,336.00 $8,008.00
2004, Lake WMA
SWEETGRASS Current. Will be updated in | Continue work and sheep $9,649.00 $8,740.00
2004. Updated weed mps grazing at FASs. Complete site
completed for Pelican, plans for Pelican, Boulder Forks,
Bratten and FAS’s and and Bratten FAS’s and Greycliff
Greycliff Prairie Dogtown Prairie Dogtown State Park,
State Park,
TETON Current cooperative 3 Wildlife Management Area — $8,215.43 $9.875.00
agreement with county. 22 weatments. Continued
Current weed management biclogical-chemical and
agreement in place with Paul | mechanical contrel of nexious
Wick, Weed Supervisor weeds. Continued monitoring for
Teton County Weed District. | new invaders. '
TOOLE No FWP sites in this 30.060 $0.00
County.
TREASURE Current Continue to monitor/eradicate $4,176.60 $2,226.00
knapweed at Myers Bride FAS;
monitor salt cedar infestation.
VALLEY Current FAS: Chemical control by FWP $831.56 $1,000.60
WHEATLAND Carrent. Will be updated in | Continue co-op with Lower 32,741.00 $1,400.00
2004 Musselshell Conservation
District and Deadman’s Basin on
Salt Cedar projects,
WIBAUX No FWP sites in this County | No FWP land in Wibaux County $0.00 $0.00
YELLOWSTONE | Corrent. Will be updated in | Continue work at FASs and $7.985.00 $11,885.00
2004, Lake Elmo SP.
Total Budgets $452,836.69 $469,994.00




' Additional Comments:

2

For 2002-2003, the portion of off-highway vehicle and recreational vehicle trail grants awarded by FWP that
was used for weed control and/or weed education and awareness was in excess of $9%,000.

$1.6 million in federal funding is available through FWP for 2004-2005 trails projects for the creation,
completion, maintenance or rencvation of recreational trails in Montana. All applications require weed
management plans to be in place and many of the projects include a weed control component.

$300,000 in off-highway vehicle grant funds are available through FWP for 2004-2005. Historically, most of
the grants awarded have included funding for weed education and control.

In accordance with House Bill 2 (as amended), $101,341 in 2002 and $101,337 in 2003 was subtracted from the
F'WP general fund and added to the Department of Agriculture general fund for use by the Noxious Weed Trust
Fund.

Landowners who participate in Block Management are eligible, by statute, for an additional 5% incenfive
payment to be used specifically for weed management activities. Participating landowners received $80,338 m
FY02, and $142,757 in FY03 in weed management incentives payment. Additionally, many landowners apply
some or all of the standard Block Management incentive payment to weed management activities. More than
$3.5 million in standard Block Management incentives payments is paid annually fo landowners who participate
in the program.

In 2002, FWP costs for weed-related activities around the Capitol Complex in Helena totaled $8,509.

Currently, FWP has more than 25 employees Hicensed by the Department of Agriculture for herbicide
application on FWP sites.






