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CONSERVATION AGREEMENT
for
WESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT
in
MONTANA

This Conservation Agreement (Agreement) has been developed to expedite implementation of
conservation measures for westslope cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi) in Montana as
a collaborative and cooperative effort among resource agencies, conservation and industry
organizations, resource users, and private land owners. Threats that warrant listing of westslope
cutthroat trout as a Species of Concemn by the State of Montana, a Sensitive Species by the U.S.
Forest Service, and as species of special management concern by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service should be significantly reduced or eliminated through implementation of this Agreement
and accompanying Management Plan.

CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION GOAL

Background

A management goal and objectives for westslope cutthroat trout (WCT) in Montana were
developed by the Westslope Cutthroat Trout Steering Committee (WCTSC) which includes
representatives from American Wildlands, Montana Department of Natural Resources, Montana
Farm Bureau, Montana Pish, Wildlife and Parks, Montana Stockgrowers Association, Montana
Trout Unlimited, Montana Wiidlife Federation, Natural Resource Conservation Service, private
landowners, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.5. Forest
Service. Two earlier drafts of the management goal were presented to the public for their review
and comment. Comments were reviewed by the WCTSC and incorporated into the management
goal and objectives.

The basic premise of the management goal for WCT presented below is to protect existing
populations, and ensure the long-termn persistence of WCT throughout their historic range in
Montana. In order to protect existing populations and help them persist over time, it will be
necessary to increase numbers in some, and expand others. Simply maintaining the status quo
will not be sufficient for long-term persistence of all populations.

Technically feasible and measurable objectives to attam the management goal have been
developed as part of the goal. Objectives are not regulations, but rather are guidance that, if
followed and achieved, should ensure the management goal is met. Ideally, 100% attainment of
the objectives should occur. Realistically, objectives may not be attained at 100%. For exampie,
because of natural and human-caused variability, it is probable that some populations will go
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extinet over time. However, additional populations will be reestablished, and other populations
not currently known likely will be discovered, resulting in a high level of compliance overall.

Although the goal and objectives are based on the best current scientific thought, as outlined in
Appendix A of the management plan, the WCTSC acknowledges that there remain sources of
uncertainty about the habitat needs and population dynamics of WCT. This uncertainty may
necessitate the goal or objectives being modified over time to reflect changes in current
knowledge about WCT.

GOAL:

The management goal for westsiope cutthroat trout in Montana is fo ensure the long-term, |
self-sustaining persistence of the subspecies within each of the five major'river drainages
they historically inhabited in Montana (Clark Fork, Kootenai, Flathead, upper Missouri,

and Saskatchewan), and to maintain the genetic diversity and life history strategies
represented by the remaining loeal populations.

OBJECTIVES:

The following objectives will be reguired to attain the goal of this strategy:

Objective 1. Protect all existing pure WCT ponulations {kfiG

Objective 2. Protect introgressed (greater than or equal to 90%) populations

Objective 3. Ensure the long-term nersistence of the westslope cutthroat trout within their
native range

Objective 4. Provide technical information. administrative assistance, and financial resources
+0 assure compliance with the listed objectives and encourage conservation of
wCT

Objective 5. Design and implement an effective monitoring program by the year 2002 to

decument persistence and demonstrate progress towards woal

Objective 1. Protectall existing pure WCT populations

For purposes of this objective and overail management plan, WCT populations are assumed 1o be
pure westslope, until determined by genetic testing, if they have the physical characteristics of
WCT described by Behnke (1992). All pure populatiops are to be provided the protection
necessary to ensure their long-term persistence. Protection includes expansion of small, isolated
populations where possible to prevent extirpation due to small population size or stochastic
events. In some instances protection could also include genetically replicating and establishing a
population that cannot otherwise be maintained in its present condition (L.¢., establishing that

genetic stock at another location).
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Also for the purposes of this Conservation Agreerdent, a population is defined as each stream
identified in the MRIS database and on 7.5 minute USGS maps, whether named or unnamed;
supports WCT. Thus, each tributary that supports WCT, regardless of its length, constitutes a
population: Whils this is recognized as a somewhat arbitrary definition, it will help ensure
conisistency when identifying populations for mansigement and monitoring purposes.

Objective 2. Protect introgressed (greater than or equal to 90%) populations

Hybridized populations with greater than a 90% WCT genetic contribution have genetic value
and indicate suitable habitat for WCT. The protections afforded to pure westslope populations,
therefore, will be provided to such populations unti! land management and fish management
agencies make a determination about the role of such habitats for WCT restoration.
Determinations will be conducted on a water by water basis as patt o1
completed-Forfourt g saiii

Objective 3. Ensure the long-term persistence of the westslope cutthroat trout within their
native range

The long-term persistence of westslope cutthroat trout within their native range will be ensured
by maintaining at least ten population aggregates distributed throughout the five major river
drainages in which they ocour, each occupying at least 50 miles of connected habitat, distributed
as follows:

Saskatchewan River At least one interconnected population

Kootenai River drainage: At least one interconnected population :

Flathead River drainage: At least two geographically separate interconnected populations

Clark Fork River drainage: At least two geographically separate interconnected populations

Missouri River drainage: At least four geographically separate interconnected populations,

4 ast b

It

The intelfﬁiéngj:eg%g@ipb}}j;}aiiqns within each major river drainage should be geographically
separate to help ensure long-term persistence. The subbasins targeted to provide these
intercotiiected poplldtioiaggregates will be identified according to the attached ‘schedule;
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{Table 1). Every.effort should be made to developrinterconnected populations that have gpent
connectivity up.and down stream throughout at least 50;contifitous miles of stream hab :

However, it might be impossible to have upstream connectivity of all headwater habitats of some
tributarics due to natural upstream miigration barriers, Wher

¢ these conditions exist, motitoring
where else he

of persistence must be done above any natural barricrs. as well as somewh

Before the 50-mile interconnected population is publicly identified, landowners within the 50-
mile corridor will be contacted and provided information about project proposals, and will be
provided the opportunity to contribute to the project design. Landowner “buy-in” will be an
essential component of identifying the locations.

Objective 4. Provide technical information. administrative assistance, and financial resources
to assure compliance with the fisted objectives and encourage conservation of WCT

Numerous heretofore unsurveyed populations of WCT may occur on private lands. Private
tandowners on whose lands these unknown populations exist, as well as those on whose lands
WOT are known to exist, are hesitant to allow survey, inventory, of follow-up monitoring due to
fears about potential ESA listing and subsequent regulation. Similarly, because of unknown
regulatory restrictions associated with potential ESA listing, landowners whose lands will be
included as part of the expansion of existing populations, particularly those within the 50-mile
connected populations, are hesitant o support such efforts.  To help offset/alleviate these
concerns, it is important that administrative assistance be provided to private landowners
wherever possible to provide regulatory relief. Such relief includes approval of negotiated,
mutuaily acceptable Candidate Conservation Agreements with assurances (if the species remains
unlisted), or Habitat Conservation Plans if the species becomes listed. Most landowners tack the
financial Tesources or technical expertise to write such agreements. Therefore, these types of
agreements will be completed with landowners, if requested, as part of the planning and
ervironmental review (MEPA/NEPA) process associated with expansion of existing populations.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Montana 'WP will jointly share responsibility to actually
prepare such agreementis for private landowners. Provisions included in the CCA/HCP will be
pegotiated with landowners, will meet the biological needs of WCT, and will provide
landowners with assurances that they will not face further reguirements beyond what is required
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by the Agreements. [f possible, incentives {e.g., waiver of inheritance tax) should be provided to
those landowners who voluntarily harbor and nurture populations of WCT.

It is important that these objectives are read together and are not considered independent of one
another. For example, some of the major river basins may already meet or exceed the
requirements of Objective 3. This does not mean that the other existing interconnected
populations in those basins in excess of those that meet Objective 3 may be degraded, because all
existing pure populations and some introgressed populations are to be protected under Objectives
T and 2.

The importance of Objective 4 cannot be overemphasized. The success of the westslope cutthroat
management plan depends upon the cooperation of all land managers and users. This
management plan emphasizes cooperative efforts between land owners and mangers as well as
other resource users and agencies as the key to westslope cutthroat trout management.
Cooperation will be maximized if the responsible agencies provide the necessary information and
assistance to other cooperating entities.

Once the management goal is met in a drainage, carefully monitored recreational fishing may be
allowed in those populations that contain a sufficient number of individuals to provide for
regulated angler use.

AGREEMENT

By signing this Agreement, the signators accept the goals and objectives contained herein, will
incorporate them into their respective planning and budgeting process, and will strive to
accomplish the goals and objectives within identificd time frames. Further, the signators commit
to requesting sufficient funding to implement this plan through their respective budgeting
processes. Implementation of this plan, and achievement of its goals and objectives should
ensure the long-term viability of WCT.

The success of this agreement towards achieving the management goal and objectives for WCT
i Montana will be determined by: 1) the number of extant pure populations in the future vs. the
present number known as of 1/1/99 (Table 2), 2) the number of stream miles occupied by pure
WCT populations (should increase), and 3) the overall trends of monitored populations (should
he stable or increasing). The status of the Westslope Cutthroat Trout Conservation Agreement
will be evaluated annually to assess program progress and ensure its continued satisfactory
implementation.
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It must be realized that neither this Agreement and Management Plan, nor any other regulatory
{e.g.. ESA) or voluntary planning effort, will result in complete restoration of WCT throughout
their historic range. Many of the factors and threats that have led to the current restricted
distribution of WCT in Montana are irreversible (e.g., establishment of introduced species in
mainstem rivers, permanent destruction of habitat), at least with current technology. For
example, the introduction of nonnative species has eliminated WCT or swamped WCT genes in
portions of their range. Because of the size and complexity of the waters where these introduced
species have become established, it is not logistically or technically possible to eradicate those
species in many of them. Therefore, this plan attempts 10 reduce or halt threats to the viability of
WCT, and then restore and expand a sufficient number of populations to ensure the long-term
persistence of WCT in Montana.

against the baseling

analysis {o be mtrogressec
considered pure and:
they must be “replaced .

Management plans will be developed for each fourth code HUC identifying all pure populatigns]
priority introgressed populations, how those areas will be protected; areas where survey W
should be conducted; and a plan for monitoring. These management plans could also identify the
status of introgressed populations, and justification for how each of those populations wilkbg
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managed (e.g., justification for keeping or protectitig as pure or'releasing™ introgressed
populations should be included in the plan). Atléast two 4th code basin management plans will
be completed each year - one each from the Missouri-and Columbia River drainages..

I OTHER SPECIES INVOLVED

The primary focus of this agreement is the conservation and enhancement of westslope cutthroat
trout and the ecosystems upon which they depend; however, most other aquatic and riparian-
dependent species occurring within or adjacent to westslope cutthroat trout habitat will also
benefit. Most notable of these are bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus), inland redband trout
(Oncorhynchus mykiss ssp.), and fluvial Arctic grayling (Thymallus arcticus). By using an
ecosystem approach, the accomplishment of actions identified in the management plan should
significantly reduce or eliminate threats for several species. -l

I AUTHORITY

*  The signatory parties hereto enter into this Conservation Agreement and the attached
Management Plan under federal and state law, as applicable, including, but not limited to
Section 2(c)(2) of the ESA, which states that "the policy of Congress is that Federal agencies
shall cooperate with State and local agencies to resolve water resource issues in concert with
conservation of endangered species.”

* Al parties to this Agreement recognize that they each have specific statutory responsibilities
that cannot be abdicated, particularly with respect to the management and conservation of
wildlife, their habitat, and the management, development and allocation of water resources.
Nothing in this Agreement or the Management Plan is intended to abrogate any of the parties’
respective responsibilities.

*  This Agreement is subject to, and is intended to be consistent with, all applicable Federal and
State laws and interstale compacts.

*  This instrument in no way restricts the parties involved from participating in similar activities
with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals.

% Modifications within the scope of this instrument shall be made by the issuance ofa
bilaterally executed modification prior to any changes being performed.

1. STATUS OF WESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT IN MONTANA

WCT distribution was thought to be restricted to headwater streams in Montana by as early as
1959 (Hanzel 1959). WCT were placed on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Red Book of
threatened and endangered species from 1966-1972, but were dropped from that list with passage
of the Endangered Species Act in 1973 due 1o uncertainty about their classification. They were
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considered a Category 2 Candidate species by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service unti} the
deletion of that category in February 1996. WCT are listed as a Sensitive Species by the U.S.
Forest Service, and have been listed as a Class A State Species of Special Concern by the
Montana Department of Fish, Wwildlife and Parks and the Montana Chapter of the American
Fisheries Society since 1972, Class A designation indicates limited numbers and/or limited
habitats both in Montana and elsewhere in North America; elimination from Montana would be a
significant loss to the gene pool of the species or subspecies. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
was petitioned to list WCT as threatened under the FEndangered Species Act on May 21, 1997,
Factors cited in the petition to support listing include detrimental land management activities and
presence of introduced ponnative species that compete with, prey on, or hybridize with WCT.
The petitioners cited a lack of adequate protective and restorative programs, and a continued
jeopardy to populations due to ongoing and proposed activities and programs as justification to
list the subspecies. U
Recent extensive surveys and genetic testing of populations have been ongoing, with data being
entered into the Montana Rivers Information System (MRIS) database. A summary of the MRIS
GIS database shows that WCT in Montana occupy reaches that total over 11,900 stream miles
within their historical range in the Columbia and upper Missouri River basins in Montana {(based
on 1:100,000 scale hydrography). Pure populations occupy reaches totaling 2,630 stream miles
(Table 2). Federal lands are estimated to support over 75% of the remaining WCT in Montana.

Extensive management, conservation, and restoration efforts have been undertaken on behalf of
WOT in Montana in recent years to stop declines in numbers and distribution, to protect and
expand existing populations, and to gain a better understanding of the biology, habitat
requirements, and behavior of the subspecies. Actions that have been undertaken include:
imposition of restrictive fishing regulations, extensive survey and inventory efforts, genetic
testing of populations to determine unigueness and purity; development of brood stock and
genetic conservation guidelines, protection of important populations, restoration and
enhancement of habitat and populations, enforcement of laws, education efforts, and cooperative
development of this management plan.

1v. PROBLEMS FACING THE SPECIES

The success of any conservation or recovery program depends on eliminating or reducing the
impact of activities that threaten WCT. Threats to WCT are numerous, and vary by location.
Many are site specific. Threats to WCT can generally be categorized as follows:

The present or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its habitat or range
Disease, predation, competition and hybnidization

Owver utilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational purposes

The inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms

Other natural or human induced factors affecting its continued gxistence

™o 0w
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It is these problems and threats to WCT that signatories to this agreement will address with
management actions.

V. CONSERVATION ACTIONS

Threats to WCT, and thus restoration and recovery of WCT, can be grouped into three general
categories: fisheries management, habitat management, and genetics/population management.
Some or all may apply in each watershed. Management actions within individual watersheds
must therefore address specific causes of decline in each of the three general categories (fisheries,
habitat, and population management) that apply to a watershed. To meet the goal and objectives
of this Agreement, the conservation actions outlined below must be implemented:

Fisheries Management e

LA

*  Where logistically and technically feasible, and in accordance with the dbjectives of this plan,
suppress or eradicate introduced species that compete with, hybridize with, or prey on WCT

* Implement angling regulations to prevent overharvest, and in specific locations where
necessary, minimize incidental catch of WCT
Educate anglers about fishing regulations and proper identification of WCT

*  Develop/implement fish stocking policies that are not detrimental to WCT

*  Develop/implement fish management goals that emphasize WCT in watersheds containing
pure and priority introgressed WCT populations.
Prevent unnecessary scientific collection of WCT and regulate collection methods
Regulate private ponds/precltude stocking of fish that compete with, prey on, or hybridize
with WCT in WCT watersheds

*  Monitor and prevent spread of disease that may negatively impact WCT

*  Prevent illegal introductions of nonnative aquatic flora and fauna

*  Introduce or reintroduce pure WCT where necessary for management of WCT

Habitat Manapement

Adopt land management guidelines and practices that maintain important WCT habitat
*  Maintain/restore physical integrity of degraded habitat and protect important habitat from
degradation
*  Develop water quality standards that would protect WCT, and develop TMDLs as soon as
possible for water quality impaired streams (streams listed on the DEQ 303(d) impaired water
bodies list) that are priority WCT habitat
Reduce point and nonpoint pollution in WCT waters
Restore and maintain natural hydrologic cenditions {flow, timing, duration)
Operate dams to minimize impacts
Identify, menitor, and maintain existing barriers to keep introduced species at bay

¥ K F
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#

Identify and document fishiess streams/reaches above natural barriers as potential
introduction/expansion locations.
Determine effectiveness of existing habitat protection regulations and BMPs

Population/Genetics Management

E R K

Maintain sufficient population size in watersheds and manage populations (numbers and life
forms) for long-term viability

Determine purity of WCT populations, and continue to monitor genetic status; Utilize non-
lethal technology for genetic testing of small populations

Prevent hybridization with rainbow trout and Yellowstone cutthroat trout

Maintain/restore connectivity between populations - prevent fragmentation

Survey for WCT in unsurveyed areas, and assess status of new populations -

Determine genetic baselines in each watershed W

Maintain locally adapted, genetically pure populations

Develop genetically diverse brood stock for use in stocking and recovery programs
Develop and follow fish stocking and reintroduction policies and protocols for WCT in
Montana

Administration, Evaluation, and Information Managemeni

Secure funding and cooperation to implement restoration strategies {(e.g., appropriations,
MOUs, cooperative agreements, challenge cost share, etc.)

Develop and implement education actions to garner support for WC'T restoration

Annually update MRIS database with WCT distribution, monitoring, and genetics data
Fnsure restoration strategies are included as part of, and coordinated with, other conservation
efforts, management plans, and cooperative agreements

Tvaluate overall effectiveness of the conservation strategy

Encourage establishment of local watershed groups to implement restoration objectives

VI. COORDINATION AND ADMINISTRATION

The following coordination and administration activities will occur to ensure the Agreement and
Management Plan are implemented: '

Coordinating Conservation Activities

Administration of the Agreement will be conducted by the Westslope Cutthroat Trout
Steering Committee (WCTSC) in coordination with other involved states. The WCTSC will
consist of representatives from each signatory to this Agreement, and may include technical
and legal advisors and other members as deemed necessary by the signatories.
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* Beecause the arcas of concern covered by this Agreement are located in Montana, and because
the State of Moentana presently has primary jurisdiction over westslope cutthroat trout within
the State, the designated WCTSC leader will be the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife
and Parks representative.

*  Authority of WCTSC shall be limited to making recommendations for the conservation of
westslope cutthroat trout to the Dlrecter of F WP Recornmendations from the WCISC will

be forwarded to
appropriate manage §taff. The Director will provide copies of

comments, recommendations, and actions to the signatories and to other interested parties
upon request.

*  The WCTSC will meet annually, 4l / tually impl
to develop yearly conservation schedules, review budgets, and review ané revise the Sirategv

as required.

*  The WCTSC will meet at least on a semiannual basis to report on progress and effectiveness
of the Conservation Strategy implementation.

*  WCTSC meetings will be open to interested parties. Minutes of the meetings and progress
reports will be distributed to the WCTSC, the species work groups and to other interested
parties, upon request, by the WCTSC leader.

the WCYSC s’ requ;re tﬁhappmv modify;
amendments'will béallowed that have the potenhaE o further dverseiy affec

or endangered species.

y thiréatened

*  Dispute Resolution - If disputes arise between members of the WCTSC regarding
interpretation of, or implementation of the Agreement, the WCTSC will strive to resolve
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them by consensus in a ﬁmeiy and eqmtable maﬁner accardmg 0 the feﬁismng procedures}'

¥ As leader of the WCTSC, Montana FWP will coordinate conservation activities and review
conservation actions conducted by participants of this Agreement to determine if all actions
are in accordance with the Management Plan.

¥ Conservation actions will be scheduled and reviewed on an annual basis by the signatories on
recommendations from the WCTSC. The Management Plan is a flexible document and will
be reviewed annually and revised as necessary.

Funding Conservation Actions

*  Asillustrated in Tables 4 and 5, numerous conservation and management actions are already
being funded and implemented. However, additional funding will be necessary to achieve
the objectives of this Agreement within the identified time frames. Because conservation of
WCT is a cooperative effort, funding for the Agreement will be provided by a variety of
sources. Federal, state and local sources will need to provide or secuze funding to implement
the Agreement, and will need to work in a cooperative manner on all aspects of 1t
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. Tederal sources include, but are not limited to, traditional agency funding and challenge

" cost share funding provided by the United States Forest Service, U.8. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bonneville Power Administration, and Bureau of
Reclamation. Other federal funding sources available for WCT conservation include
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Bring Back the Natives Grants, Land and Water
Conservation (LWC) funds, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Partners for Wildlife Program,
and the Natural Resowrce Conservation Service’s WHIP and EQUIP grants.

- State funding sources include, but are not limited to, direct appropriation of funds by the
legislature, and traditional agency funding and challenge cost share funding provided by
the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Montana Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation, and Montana Department of Environmental Quality.
Additional state funding sources available for WCT conservation include FWP’s Future
Fisheries Grants, DEQ TMDL grants, and various DNRC watershed and water quality grants.

- Local sources of funding will be provided by Conservation Districts, watershed groups,
Native American affiliations, cities and towns, counties, local irrigation companies, and
other supporting appropriations, and may be limited due to factors beyond local control.
Additional local sources of funding include hydro power mitigation funding from Montana
Power Company and Washington Water and Power, contributions from conservation
organizations, industry groups, and individual private and industrial landowners.

¥  In-kind contributions in the form of personnel, field equipment, supplies etc., will be
provided by participating agencies. A description of the responsibilities of management
agencies towards conservation of westslope cutthroat trout is provided in Tabled. In
addition, each agency will have specific tasks, responsibilities and proposed
actions/commitments related to their in-kind contributions.

* It is projected that actions involved with the expansion of habitat and populations will require
the greatest expense during the first ten years of the agreement.

* Tt is understood that all funding commitments made under this Agreement are subject to
appropriations by local, state or federal entities.

Conservation Progress Assessment

* Paseline population numbers and annual assessments will be assessed by fourth code HUC.
Management plans will be developed for each fourth code HUC identifying pure and priority
introgressed populations, and how those populations will be managed and conserved.

# A semiannual assessment of progress towards implermenting actions identified in this
agreement will be provided to the Director of FWP by the WCTSC. This assessment will be
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based on updates and evaluations by WCTSC members. The Director will provide copies of
this assessment to the signatories of this document.

*  An annual assessment of conservation accomplishments and subsequent yearly schedules will
be made by the WCTSC. This assessment will determine the effectiveness of this agreement
and whether revisions are warranied. It will be provided to the Director of FWP by WCTSC.
The Director will provide copies of this assessment to the signatories of this document.

* It threats to the survival of wesislope cutthroat trout become known that are not or cannot be
resolved through this or any Conservation Agreement, FWP immediately will notify all
signatories.

Vil. DURATION OF AGREEMENT T

The initial term of this Agreement shall be 10 years. Prior to the end of each 5 year period, a
thorough analysis of actions implemented for the species will be conducted by the WCTSC. If
all signatories agree that sufficient progress has been made towards the conservation and
recovery of the westslope cutthroat trout, this Agreement shall be extended for an additional ten
{10) years. Any party may withdraw from this Agreement on sixty (60) days written notice to the
other parties.

Viii. NATIONAL and MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (MEPA/NEPA)
COMPLIANCE

Signing of this agreement is covered under authorities outlined in section 111 listed above, We
anticipate that any survey, collection or non-land disturbing research activities conducted through
the Conservation Agreement will not entail significant state or federal actions under MEPA or
NEPA, and will be given a categorical exclusion designation. However, each signatory agency
holds the responsibility to review planned actions for their area of concern to ensure
conformance with existing land use plans and to conduct any necessary environmental analysis
under MEPA and NEPA for those actions within their area.

IX. FEDERAL AGENCY COMPLIANCE

*  During the performance of this agreement, the participants agree to abide by the terms of
Executive Order 11246 on non-discrimination and will not discriminate against any person
because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

*  No member or delegate to Congress or resident Commissioner, shall be admitted to any share
or part of this agreement, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom, but this provision shall
not be construed to extend to this agreement if made with a corporation for its general
benefit.
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¥, SIGNATORIES

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks

Patrick J. Graham, Director Date

USDI Fish and Wildlife Service

Ralph O. Morgenweck, Director Date 3 ’

USDI Bureau of Land Management

Larry E. Hamilton, State Director Date
USDA Forest Service
Dale Bosworth, Regional Forester Date

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Shirley Gammon, State Conservationist Date

Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Mark Simonich, Director Date
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Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation

Bud Clinch, Director Date

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

Mickey Pablo, Chairman Date B

Blackfeet Tribe

, Chairman Date
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Tahie 2.

Baseline number of pure popu

Montana, by penetic purity.

tations by dth code HUC, and historical! and current distribution of WCT 0

Baseline Number Number _Ng, Miles Oecupied

No. of Pure | Miles Miles Un-
Drainage Populations | (Historical} Surveved | 100%  90-99.9% <%0% tested
Upper Kootenai 2369.5 956.0 42.7 25.5 2458 3554
Fisher 1034.4 3427 29 1.7 19.8 1415
Yaak 6309 292.9 85.8 3.6 39.2 75.3
Lower Kootenal 55.8 225 0.0 6.0
Maoyie 0.0 0.0
Total Kootenal 4110.6 1614.1 1374 1308 : -.;5{)8.8 3782
Upper Clark Fork 2601.7 210.9 2235 1262 35.6 290.0
Flint-Rock Creek 23453 527.8 1440 | 304 5.9 449.4
Blackfoot 3605.5 1207.5 254.9 592 3%.8 6657
Middle Clark Fork 23212 1018.0 195.0 | 282 32.2 701.8
Bitterroot 36672 1305.1 3528 1531 73.1 286.0
Lower Clark Fork 2126.1 377.0 2489 1312 19.0 399.5
Total Clark Fork 16,667.0 58463 1329.1 | 2283 2096 3400.7
N. Fork Flathead 11479 475.0 66.6 26.6 5.7 3444
M. Fork Flathead 1301.6 5285 ig.g 452.0
Flathead Lake 9474 214.4 65.6 1.7 69.0
S. Fork Flathead 18068 756.1 2893 1441 317 244.4
Suttwater 10387 519.8 116 9.2 4256
Swan 887.8 4539 22.9 6.9 37 270.6

‘Historical range includes total mileage of stream reaches within the distribution of WCT

in Montana. Not all reaches/miles were occupied, an

much of the “historical” range will never be suitable.

DRAFT Westsiope Cutthroat Trout Conservation Agreement - January 1999
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MNumber Nulﬁlber _Meo. Miles Qecupied

Miles Miles {Un-

(Historical) | Surveyed | 100%  90-99.9% <90% tested
Drainage
Lower Fiathead 31656 542.1 8717 5.9 9%.0
Total Flathead 10,2872 34892 562.5 1 868 52.7 1904.4
St. Mary 7.4
Red Rock 34884 1123.7 78.5 1385 68.6 198.8
Beaverhead 18262 643.7 90.9 275 1164 87.7
Ruby 12847 575.8 32.5 62.3 484 36.7
Big Hole 39537 1594.4 0668 712 75.5 443.2
Jefferson 21762 4367 215 12.0 3.8 i85
RBoulder 9883 3226 21.7 0 0 28.5
Madison 25171 793.9 118 18.4 43.9 234.9
Cialiatin 2401.3 777.8 G 209 39.4 148.4
Upper Missouri 47639 11063 63.3 5.0 458 157.1
Upper Missouri - 35387 1077.8 0.0 G 9.7 832
Dearborn
Smith 28583 986.4 267 11.9 23.0 407.5
Sun 2404 .4 708.1 24 14.2 0.0 144.5
Belt 800.5 370.7 396 16.7 0.0 126.9
Two Medicine 1422.2 679.6 28.3 363 42.8 116.1
Cut Bank 1089.2 508.9 0.0 0.0 6.0 0.0
Marias 2493.7 1033.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0
Willow 7081 3337 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0
Teton 17514 774.6 307 9.0 0.0 70.0
Judith 32227 1152.3 1l 215 472 153.9
Bullwhacker - Dog**® 18634 6825 00 6.0 0.0 0.0
Amowt* 13263 520.4 04 5.0 .0 433

DRAFT Westslope Cutthroat Trout Conservation Agreement - January 1999
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Number Number | No.  Miles Oceupied
Drainage Miles Miles Un-

(Historical) | Surveyed 100%  $8-99.9% <%0% tested
Flat Willow™®® 891.0 3360 2.0 4.0 0.0 .0
Box Elder®® 13718 307.4 6.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Upper Musselshell** 4676.3 1568.1 17.5 0.0 0.0 388
widdie Musselshell** 24772 7824 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Lower Musselshell** 1810.0 608.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 .0
TOTAL Columbia 31,0648 10,9502 2029.0 13459 5711 5883.3
TOTAL Missouri 57,365.0 20,026.4 6007 4732 14332 25693
Total -~ ALL 88,479 8 30,2766 26297 1 8191 10043 84526

#%]¢ is uncertain whether WCT naturally occurred in the

them.

se drainages; it is suspected that they were mtroduced nto
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Table 3. Description of responsibilities of government agencies in WCT restoration.

Apgency

Brief Description of Responsibilities

Bonneville Power
Administration {BPA)

BPA manages dams and reservoirs within the range of WCT in Montana. BPA
actions to manage and restare WCT include operating dams in such a manner that
they protect and maintain conditions for WCT within specified operational
requirements; and providing funding for population monitoring and rehabiiitation of
degraded habitats,

Montana Department of
Fovironmental Quality

(DEQ)

DEQ has authority under the Clean Water Act to protect WCT habitat on federal,
state, and private lands from excessive point.and nonpeint poliution, and to restore
degraded waters so they meet clean water standards. DEQ maintains a fist of
impaired waters that includes those that do not fully support cold water fisheries.
They also set a TMDL on pollution inputs e achieve clean water standards, and
provide techuical and financial assistance to improve and restore water quality
standards, L

#¥iontana Department of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks
(FWF)

FWP's mission is to manage wildlife species for their perpetuation as members of
ecosystems and to protect, maintain, and to the extent possible enhance populations
of species. FWP’s role is to develop and help implement cooperative species and
water management plans, develop and enforce fishing regulations, provide technical
and financial assistance for conservation and habitat restoration projects, and pian
and implement control/eradication programs for introduced nonnative species.

Montana Department of
Matural Respurces and
Conservation (DNRO)

Responsible for management of State Trust Lands it Montana. DNRC's role in
WOCT conservation is to appropriately manage WCT habitat, and thereby cooperate
in WOT restoration. DNRC also administers coordination of Conservation Districts,
and provides financial and technical assistance to Conservation Districts and
watershed groups. Conservation Districts and watershed groups are an essential
component for implementing conservation and restoration efforts.

Natural Resources
Conservation Service
{(NRCS)

NRCS administers private tands assistance programs for the Dept. of Agriculture.

Their role in WCT conservation is to provide technical and financial assistance 10

tandowners to protect, maintain, or improve WCT habitat and cooperate and assist
with habitat restoration projects and foliow-up monitoring.

Tribal Governments

Tribal governments are responsible for management of fish and wildlife resources
and the habitat they occupy within reservation boundaries. Their role in WCT
conservation is to appropriately manage WCT habitat on tribai fands, participate in
development of cooperative species and habitat management plans, cooperate and
assist with habitat restoration projects, assist with WCT habitat and population
monitoring, cooperaie and assist with eradication/control projects for introduced
species, and provide technical and financial assistance to implement management
plans.

{1.5. Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR)

The BOR manages dams and reservoirs in the Missouri and Celumbia River basins.
Their role is to manage those that are within WCT range in such a manner that they
protect and maintain conditions for WCT, within specified operational requirements;
and to provide funding for population monitoring and rehabilitation of degraded
habitats,

DRAFT Westslope Cutthroat Trout Conservation Agreement - January 1999




Brief Description of Responsibilities

Ageney
1.8, Army Corps of The ACE manages dams and reservoirs in the Missouri River Basin, Theirrole is to
Engineers (ACE) manage those that are within WCT range in such a manner that they protect and

maintain conditions for WCT, within specified operational requirements; and to
provide funding for population meonitoring and rehabilitation of degraded habitats.

17.5. Bureau of Land
Management (BLM)

BLM administers public lands that include habitat occupied by WCT. BLM is
mandated to protect habitat that supports viable populations of native fish species
that occur on BLM lands. BLM’s roke in WCT conservation is to appropriately
manage WCT habitat on BLM-administered lands, participate in development of
cooperative species and habitat management plans, cooperate and assist with habitat
restoration projects, assist with WCT population and habitat monitoring, assist with
eradication/contro} projects for introduced species, and provide technical and
financial assistance to implement management and conservatio;} plans.

11.5. Fish and Wildiife
Service (USFWS)

The USEWS oversees the Endangered Species Act, and s reépém‘éib]e for assessing
the status of candidate species and recovering threatened and endangered species.
Their role in WCT conservation is to advise and assist in implementation of this
conservation agreement in regard to existing laws (e.g., NEPA, ESA), cooperate and
assist with eradication/control projects for introduced species, cooperate and assist
with range-wide habitat enhancement and monitoring projects, and provide funding
to implement enhancement and managemerit projects.

1.8, Forest Service
{LUISFS)

The USFS administers national forest lands that include habitat occupied by WCT.
USFS is mandated to-pratect histosie-MET iR Reewell-as-babitatthat supporig
viable populations of all native fish and wildlife species that occur on national forest
lands. The USFS’s role in WCT conservation is ¢ appropriately manage WCT
habitat on national forest lands, participate in development of cooperative species
and habitat management plans, cooperate and assist with hahitat restoration
prajects, conduct WCT habitat monitoring and assist with population monitoring,
cooperate and assist with eradication/control projects for introduced species, and
provide technical and financial assistance to implement management plans.

3 et b s
i e ==

Aol

DRAFT Westslope Cutthroat Trout Conservation Agreement - January 1999

22




Table 4 and Table 5 will be added to illustrate all the work that has been and is being done that
either directly or indirectly benefits WCT.
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