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Period: February 1, 1973 through February 28, 1973

Supervisors: Wesley R. Woodgerd, State Fish and Game Director
Keith A. Freseman, Deputy Director
Arihur H. sheriss Division Adminisirator
George [ t. Fisherles Division Administrator
William Al , Bureau of Fisherles Services
Hobert A atchery Production Specialist
2001, 21Ol 212% & 2003 i i

fnitney atiendsd the State Council of Trout Unlimited, & mesting
with Bureau of Reclams el on ocur Clark Canyon Study, pariticipated in five
staff meetings and mel pariment atbtorney twice on pond licensing a ﬁd
access desd probleoms. 2 o prepared an anal yﬁ;& of how several introducsd bills
ot license fes changes @@ngd affect our department’s income and visited the %ﬁﬁce nda,
Arlee and Somers hatcheries and Regions 1, 2, and 4 headgusriers. With Mitchell he
attended a meeting with WWP, USFS and Region 1 personnel in Noxon on management of
Noxon and Cebinet Gorge Reservoirs and conducted a meeting of hatchery broed station
managers on culihzoat brood preoblems.

mans future needs for hatc
wese data, He visited all statlions
fishing contracts for Carl Schosnberger snd Leonard
the Fish and Game Section of the Framework Report
sytment of Hatural Rac@quQm and discussed the matier wiih
reugh draft of ma %arlal to bhe included in the Fisheries
to Regional and Hatchery Managers for review, sent &
reguest b
the Park g
at Great Fa
stations th

+tain Yellowstons ruﬁghro$t eggs from Yellowstone Lake to
, discussed with A/E specifications for a painting contract
scurity fencing at Anaconda. He visiied the Somers and Ariese

Holton assisted Margaret Brooks in solving technical problems involved with
collectors permits and prepared & propossed depariment r@a?faizeﬁ on this. He lesti-
fied a1t the House Game and Fish C@mmi%tm@ hearing on 5B 224 {Scientific Collectors
Permits). With wardens Getz and Hagenston he represented wildlife interests at a
meeting of the Northeast Helena Valley Planning Committee. The first proef of fish-
ing regulations was reviewed and returned to the printer,



Ansconda - Robert A.

Routing chery work was ¢srr riod, Thes cresk water
iy was turned on and ponds wers and made peady for use,
iot of rainbow eggs received g % Rainbow
in the hatchery were lnventoris Cansus on
getown Lake was completed as f1 e days were
1 sh disease work Thiz mon

Trout Hatchery, Arlse - Warren K. Tavior

to voung fry took up the greater poriion
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it
hery routine. Due fto the constant drop he spring wat
v to activate the pump supply early this month. Onz pond of
7z was moved to ﬁ”é breod ponds and the rest were divided into other
ponds. slope cutthrost brood were divided intc the proper ponds before the
spawning season starts. One meeiing was attended to discuss westsiope cutthroat
hrood feed and egg producticon., Visitors at the hstchery this report pericd were
Art Whitney, Bill Alvord, Vern Cempbell and Bob Mitchsll.
2114 Yellowstone River Trout Hatchery, Big Timber - Thomas F. Morgan
Regular hatchery routine was carrisd out during the report period. he major
share of the month was spent on care and hatehing of kokansge salmon eggs. A total
of 400,000 swimup fry were planted in Yellowtail Dam. Two %zips were made to Fort
Smith and four streams were planted in the vicinity of Lovell, Wyoming. A total of
fr = ated in the hatcherv and started on feeas A trio was made io
£ ailk to JackDean, Fisheries Biologist in Yellowstonse National
511k = ty of getting cubtthroal eggs from Yellowstone Laks. Visitors
at the S%B;lﬁﬂ during the month wers Thurston Dotson and Bob Mitchell.
2115 Bluewater Springs Trout Hatchery, Bridosr - Emmelt L. (oiley
The major activities during this report period were moving, repalr of distribution
equipment and care of fish. OColley moved into the new residence. Neary painied and
refinished interior of the old house and moved from Bridger to the station. Wiring
and repairing serators, checking oxygen systems, distribution engine and lruck main-
tenance involved the major porticn of the activities. All young fish were inventoried
and moved to individual racewavs for fuiture rearing. Eggs were received from the
Flathead Lake Salmon Hatchery. Thurston Dotson visited the station and took samples
oFf various lots of fish to chsck for diseases before distribution begins.

2116 Giant Springs Trout Haicherv, Ureat Falls - Robert L. Hughes

= h in taking care of smail
fis 1 raceways wsre thinned into
circular ponds some 1500 students) from Great
Falls school system ﬁﬁmﬁiﬁﬁéﬁ ﬁﬁ@i: tsq$a of t&ﬁ ﬁaiymergt Some time was spent with
engineers of hatchery installations in connection with the development of 2 state park.
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Boutine hatchery dutiss were carried out by station p 3
fish are on fesd and growth appears fo be good.  Trucks ar ared
distribu uding painting and genersl overhaul of tanks. iliic
hundred- 4 {2,500,000) fish are on feed with the emalles® running around
100 per pound {3 inches).
The Green Thumb Crew worked 2 dayes this month. Most of thelir lime was spent
ing scoreens and placing paneling i There is a pséﬁibiééﬁy of losing
crew as Congress has not appropriated money for its apera oi.  1hée overall
ure of both hatcheries 1 better than it ever has been ?his is mainly dus io
work of the Gresn Thumb Crew.
Visitors at the station this month were Bill Alvord, Bob Hughes, and Bob Mitchell.

Almost the entire sepazt gex%@& was cevoied to the processing of kokange and
ra! rainbow s have been processad and shipped 1o three of our
st o ad ino b&t&gﬁ of these sgus sveraged 83 days. Processing
of ol and at this ﬁalnt§ fertilization success is 95.4
pe lings of 1972 that coliscting eggs by electroiishing
do iity.

h mortalities in botih eggs and fry in our wesitsiope

ci in Missoula. Sisps were initiated to atltempi 1o solve
th routine and maintasnance was given the necessary
at
205 ~ Boyd R. Opheim

Milltown Dam dewatering problem continued to be the main field activity this
month. EBesults of this project are reported under F-12-R-19. A repori on Georgetown
Lake and its management was preparad for the County Agent at Philipsburg. This report
is te be included in an overall area report concerning the eutrophication of Georgeltown
Lake. The five-year timber cutting plan for the Ninemile Ranger District and a manage-
ment plan for the Seeley Lake Renger District were reviewed and comments submitied.

Two inspection trips were made on the Bitterrcot River con:“rﬁiﬁg grave] pit
iocations. One location was rejected and the other approved. Riprap projects scheduled
for Lolo Creek, the Clark Fork River and Hock Creek were zévieweés Talks werse pro~
sented to the State Weed Control meeting and the Fish Committee of the Western Montana
Fish and Game Aszsociztion.

92R%  Nopihwest District - Hobert Schumachsy
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The major portion of the project time was spent with cooperating agencies. One
day was spent with the Missoula County road foreman on bridge debris clearance and
repair proposals. One day was spent looking at 1&%5 available for fishing access
sites, Thres davs were spent either reviewing U. 3. Forest Service Planning Unit
studies or wild river studies. The cooperative recreation planning meeting with
Washington Wster Power, U. S. Forest Service and Fish and Game personnel was attended
at Noxon. Two days were spent with a River Basins specialist of the Bureau of Sport
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ojects on which both agencies must comment as fo

A report wes recelved of & diversion dam placed across the Big Heole River near
Glen. Anglers ang guldes who flcat this arez were guite concerned abouf the proieci
which reportedly blocked passage for boats. Aerizal and ground inspections were made.
The new structure was built of large concrete blocks (estimated aver 15 cubic feet)
and what appearsd to be guarry rock. There appsared to be 1ittle or no channel
excavation. The structure replaces & smaller one that has existed st this site for
mEnY ygars. However, earlier structurss did not completely block the channel and
beats could float through with varying degress of difficulty.

Hepalr work near a county bridge was inspected with a representative of the
county bridge crew. The project involved maintenance work on an earlier project and
np hablitat wes altered.

erviews for summer employees and
utte and Boulder.

2257 Northcentral District ~ Dick Johnson and Fd Hevals

was atiended to discuss future
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, as
optaining the ressrveir from the

Deveral State mighwsy and nty siream alteration projecie wers regsived and
“?e A.C. I, meeting held in Oreat Falls was attended,
i 2 ¢ a graduate student

Creek with Al Wipp b
a proposed study o he stream. A& number of

on b
ed for oxygen levels and fisherman use.

£ ib=acre 1 g sarvoir was investigated. Construction to be
handied by the Corps of Engineers will consist of isolating a small bay on For t Peck
Heservolr. The site was inspected with BSFEW and Corps of Enginecers personnel and
an Environmental Impact Statement was drafied,

Preparation of maps showing available fishing wss completed for the entire Region.

Warm water siocking requesis were eabﬁi%tsés The EIS ior bridoe construction over
the Missouri & I associated roads north of Winifred was reviewsd. 0il spills
on Havmond Heas * i stigated. Observations on septic outflow from water-
5@%2 maaag 1 tinued. A private landowner was contacted in an effort to

ty fishing ressyvolr. Haintensnce and filling
wonds was begun.  Meetings of the Hill County
County Wildiife Associstion were attended.
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Wyoming with Lou Pechacekr and Bon Kent, Wyoning

exchange of data collected this 1
ming year were discussad. A T
ting were attended this month.
2s besn accumulating.

An oil spill in the Shell 0il Little Beaver Unit was monitored, Approximately
S0 barrels of 01l was spilled and 15 barrels were recovered. The spill was well
contained, exte g onlvy £ mil om the site of the leak. 011 wss colliected in
a eki dam hen r & The surrounding area is gumbc and very wet, making
szivage cperations diffiq il remaining in the creekbed was burned., There
was nc potential dange Oruanisms.

The lzins lorkers Asszociation &Q%ﬁsnas was atiended in Calgary,
Alberiz, meeting ended and several good papers were presented.
Uther msetings attende hamber of Commerce ﬁiﬁ&h% sion of the economic impact
of coal development: a discussion of reclamation and water use in relation 1o
coal development.
2202 Reserveir Tnvestigations = Joe Huston

This project was inactive during the report period.
2263 Fisheries Lab - John J. Gaffney

Data sheets and scale mounts were prepsred for collections from districts Zq

2267 Clark Canvon - Beaaverhsad River Study - Bill Miller

Beaverhead River fish scales from the 1971-72 Wheat and Blaine collections
were sged. Ten sets of Beaverhead River fish population data were prepared for com-
35%@* processing and mailed o Helena. This i1g the last fizh population data to be

omputer processed on the Beaverhesd River until projiect 2267 is reinitiated in &

low water vear,

Approximately half of my time this month was spent working on 2 final Besaverhead
River repori. This report will complemeni the Clark Canyon Heservolr which was
written in December.

attended a Helena SCUBA club meeting in an effori fo sclicit sssistance on
i : in Clark Canvon Reservoir and the Beaverhead River. I was mainly
club's sssistance in observing ling spawning in Clark Canven. The



nstailed in Young Creek and
wious 1 {}?‘J I‘%?"?iﬁtz‘a This

2275 Develcpment of Lake Koocanusa Tributaries: Age and growth éei”f&iﬁ%%iﬁﬁs
were begun on game fish collected from project streams. An envirormental impact
statement concerning development work planned for Fiscal Year 1974 was pv ared and
submitted fo the Helena office. Mountain whitefish eggs collected November 1, 1972
finally hatched the week of February 5. About 40,000 fry were planted in Young Creek
Februgry 20, Lzck of suiiable vehicular access into some of the east side tributsries
precluded planting these streams with whitefish this vear.

Koptenai ?ir%rz Bicassay cages for use in the Kootsnal River were con=

Two Weliss gas satu zam@terg were received and field tested against the Corps

rs’ 1H¢§?b§éﬁws Readings betwsen the thres instrumsnts were verv comparable.

f available literature yanzermwng gas saturation was made, Age and growih
ons were started on fish collected in the Kootenai River and in the Fisher

census was continued on the river below Libby Dam throughout the month,

rg of cutthroat trout and mountain whitefish were caught during the month,
in six miles below the dam. The creel dats collected in February 1973

b to date collected in February 1972 and are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Comparison of angler harvest, Kootenal River below Libby Dam,
February 1972 and February 1973,
Number Hours Humber Humbeyr
Yesy angiers fished whitefish cutthroat
19772 117 281 619 1
1673 54% 1387 2241 1824
Hearly all the cuithreat trout csught below the dam appear to have been fish
that were plantsd in Lake Koocanusa near Rexford in early spring 1972, Downstrean
movement through the dam slulcewavs probably oceourved afier the reservoir was drawn
down tominimum pool. Mény of the fish examined showed eroded and nipped dorsal
fz?sﬁ characteristic of hatcherv-reared fish. The flegh ¢f the cutthroats was solmon-
g they have been fseding heavily on ¢rustacesans, cheractaristio of
e
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planting mark.
ing operations
arable slze, One
at the Young Creek

7 g a i i otoms showed svmploms.
ol o erate Lo sever aptoms inciudi igssue necrosis and
ﬁ%%%ffaaq ng. It is anticipated thai these fish will stari dying from gas embollsm
in a short time.

A the mountain whitefish caught by anglers are small and seldom
excesd urrence of gas emboliem in these fish is not as fr equent or
5EVETE @ﬁ during the August 1972 sampling in ithe same general locations.
It mﬁﬁy of the whitefish caught had elther moved up the Koot anai
®i through the ressrvolr.

i of eutthroat trout and whitefish downstream through the reservoir
low the dam will have serious impacts upon the reservoir fisher

ral years. What may have been an excellent lake sport fishery has
ow.  Downsirsam movement through the dam’s sluices may have 5erious
cess of developing spawning rums into Young Creek  and other
iz,

Effects of the Teservoir fishes moving down into the y*“er upcﬁ fish ?ﬁ@héaTiQﬁ
campling efforts may be detrimental. The long-ierm effects will probably be slight
considering the probability of heavy morialities.

o717 Prickly Pear Stream Improvement - Dennis Workman

Inactive this report pericd.

an7%  Blk Lake - Narrows Creek - Norman Peterson

The draft copy of the annual report was wri $tten and edited during this pericd.
Budgeting for the fencing of Harrows and Limestone Creeks was discussed with the
t Service.

. e se i of the E1k Lake - Narrows Creek Study was presented to
the Heleans SCUBA
580

. T the program, the club was asked 1o help with the in-
spection of security of ﬁger&in nabitat in Elk Lake near the mouth of Narxrow Creek
during April. They agreed to photograph and take T.V. pictures of the habitat at

D
that Time.




