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MONTANA STATE DEPARTENT OF FISH AND GAXE
FEDERAL AID IN FISH RESTORATION SECTION
HELENA, WCIHTANA

JUB CULWPLETIUN REPCRT
INVESTIGATICNS PROJECTS

State of Yontana
Project Noe__ FwlOwi=d , " Job No. Tw A
Title of Job: Aporaisal of Public Lands

Agstracts

Preliminary aerial survey of public land tracts in four counties was made last
spring. Froject personnel were then reassigned to other projects for the season.

obiectivess: .

To appraise the public lands both under lease and not under lease for their
value as public access to fishing waters of the State. These appraisals to be
presented to the State Poard of Land Conmissioners and the Bureau of Land Lanagew
ment for such action by them as is appropriate to insure preservation of puplic
accesse

Technicues Useds

Each tract of public land on or near weter is visited and apprailsals are
made as follows:

a. Present land use;
b. The present and poiential value in general lerms
of the body of water for f{ishing and recreation;
¢. Value of the land as public access to the water;
. de- Present status of access to the water over each
“public land tract; and,
@. Possible conflict of present land use with that
proposed for public access.

Lopraisal reports and recomnendations werxe written and presented to the State
‘oo of Land Cormissioners and the Sureau of Land ianagement. Close contact was
feontalued by the project leader with the State Board of Land Conmissioners and e
zureau of Land ianagement that their action on the appralsals and recommendations
oy e followed.

Loodiness

The public land survey this year was started with an acrizl survey of public
lands in Fergus, Judith Easin, Wheatland and Golden Valley Counties. This was in
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the nature of an experiment to see how effective aerial survey can be in land apw
praisal for fishing and recreation. It was planned to recheck these tracts from
the ground to evaluate aerial survey by comparison with ground survey. The ground’
survey has not been nade to date due to the project leader being assigned to work
for the suumer on F~lS=Dw2 and the project assistant being assigned to the State's
Joxon Raplds project.

A nap showing the area to be included in this project is attached. This shows
the ares already covered in addition to that to be covered in the future. The area
not included on the map has been left out because of scarcity of water of a nature
sultavle for fish. Counties yet to be covered are those with less public land on
water involved. Many of the remaining counties have a high. percentage of lational
rForest landa

CEecorvendationss

The public land suxvey provides information to the State Land Bosrd and the
Lureau of Land hanagement on values of public land tracts for tishing and recreaw-
tion. The Conuissioner of State Lands attaches our report of fishery vslue to the
file card of each land tract. 3By agreewent with the Land Eocard, recommended lands
axe 1o be wlthheld frou sales. The Luresu of Land Managewment keeps record of ocur
reconmendations and considers them along with other information they may have on
lands for which sale applications have been received.

It is reconuended that the aerial check of last spring be evaluated from ground
survey and if {found effective, should beused in completing the surveys. Some inw
tormation can be gained from the district biologlsts on tracts they know in their
areas Ii is hoped that through these sources that one more year after this will
conplete the suxrvey.

This yesaxr the lontana Fish and Gume Department hired & fullwtime. land agent.
ands so far surveyed and recomnended for retention will be turried over to him
for further asction, such as secondary withdrawal or easement to further insure
access 1o these tracts for the public.

SuLnarve
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Preliminary aerlal survey of public land tracts ‘In four counties was made last
springs. Project personnel were then reassigned to other projecis for the scason.
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O3 and Ve orTs

The orlginal records and reports are filed in the Helena office.

Frepered by Clinton G. Dishop FPPROVED D Charles X, fhenicie
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