MONTANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
FEDERAL AID IN FISH RESTORATION SECTION
HELENA, MONTANA

Job Completion Report
Investigations Projects

State of__Montana Name ication of Public Lands
Project No.__F~10-R~8 Title Appraisal of Public Lands
Job No. I

Period Covered__ May 1, 1959 to April 3Q, 1960

Abstract:

In 1959 public land survey was conducted on 146 tracts in two counties in north-
central Montana to determine their desirability as fishing access. Of these tracts,
65 or 44.5 percent were recommended for retaining in public ownership as valuable for
public fishing access. Lack of water, due mainly to natural drying up, and irrigation,
was the main reason for rejection.

Obiectiyess

To appraise the public lands both under lease and not under lease for their value
as public access to fishing waters of the state. These appraisals to be presented to
the State Board of Land Commissioners and the Bureau of Land Management for such action
by them as is appropriate to insure preservation of public access.

Iechnigues Used:

Each tract of public land on or near water is visited and appraisals are made as
follows:

a. Present land use.

b. The present and potential value in general terms of the body of water for
fishing and recreation.

C. Value of the land as public access to the water.

d. Present status of access to the water over each public land tract.

€. Possible conflict of present land use with that proposed for public access.

Appraisal reports and recommendations were written and presented to the State Board
of Land Commissioners and the Bureau of Land Management. Close contact was maintained

by the project leader with the State Board of Land Commissioners and the Bureau of Land
Management so that their action on the appraisals and recommendations may be followed.



Findings:

Teton and Lewis and Clark Counties were completed in the public land survey this
year. Public land in 146 tracts was examined in these counties. Sixty~five tracts
(44.5 percent) were recommended for retention from sale. Lack of water, due mainly to
natural drying up and to irrigation was the main reason for rejection. These counties
are located in northcentral Montana.

Additional tracte have been purchased this past year under other projects to provide
fishing access. This program is becoming more important each year. More tracts are
being investigated for purchase as fishing access by the Montana Fish and Game Department.

Omin GNg s

The public land survey provides information to the State Land Board and the Bureau
of Land Management on values of public land tracts for fishing and recreation. The
Commissioner of State Lands attaches our report of fishery value to the file card of
each land tract. By agreement with the Land Board, recommended lands are to be withheld
from sale. The Bureau of Land Management keeps record of our recommendations and con-
siders them along with other information they may have on lands or which sale applications
have been received. The Bureau of Land Management is now notifying the Fish and Game
Department of all sale applications and where more complete information is needed to support
a rejection, the information is provided by the Department.

A number of tracts were purchased for fishing access by the Montana Fish and Game
Department through the efforts of the Department Land Agent. This acquisition for fishing
access should be continued and expanded as money becomes available.

Withdrawals of Public Domain of greatest importance as fishing access should be
undertaken as soon as possible to further insure public access for fishing.
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