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THE WNATIVE RANGE OF LAYE
TROUT, JALVELINUS NAMAYCUSH,
IN MONTANA - The southern mdigenous
sxtent of lake trout, Salvelinus namMayoush
{(Walbaum}, in the Rocky Mountzins has
nof been well defined, The species’ south.
ern Hmit is generally considered as northern
New England and New York, throughout
the Grear Lakes hasin, and northwesrward
to the upper Fraser and Skeena rivers in
British Columbia., Thus, the sceounis re-
corded in this paper, of lake trout Being
endemic 1o waters of the Missouri River
drzinage, have been overlooked in recent
distributional records.

Henshall (1902, Trans, Am. Fig

8388, N 1
3P:74-88; 1806, Third Biennial j‘{f.’j}wi;
Meonicna Sigie Game and Fish Warden, pp.

158-68; 1907, Bur. Fish. Doc. No, 628, 7 p.)
believed thae Elk Lake, Montana, was the
only dorslity where lake trout was found
west of the Great Lakes and south of Can-
ada. Elk Lake, Beaverhead County, is a
285-acre, 80-foot-deep lake at the headwa-
ters of the lefferson Fork of the Missour
River. it has an outler only a few days
each year during spring run-off. Although
previgusly aware of a different fish in this
lake, Henshzll was unable to identify it as
the lake wout unil 1828 {Letter, Files,
Bozeman Fish Cultoral Station, Boseman,
Montana, 27 May 1898). In 2 second letter
{28 May 1898) he wrote that Mr. Sherwood
of Henrys Lake, Tdaho. informed him that
fake trout had always existed in Fik Lake
and that during the fall large numbers
were caught znd sold w mining camps.

Mr. 5 Bean of Monida, Montana (per
somal inferview), sajd his father caught
many Izke wout from Elk Lake around
1885, The 1. 5. Mationa! Musenm received
three rout from a Mr. Saweelie who mailed
them from Henrys Lake, Idabe, which
Bean (1888, 4m. dAngler 13475560 listed
as the specimen locality. Duanham (1897,
Recreation  7{51:384-95), who had accom-
penied Sawielle when collecting the speci-
mens, corrected the locality data. The trout
definitely came from Eik Lake. Blair (1897,
Hecreation 7[11:54-5) and Cummins (1887,
Hecveation 5[31:197) had both caught lake
trout in Elk Lake before 1890

Blair {op. ¢it), Dunham ({op. cit), and
Clavence Helming of Wisdom, Montanz
{personal iﬁszéew} . reported lake trout as
native to Twin Lake in the Big Hole River
drainage. Blair visited Twin Lake in 1888
and Dunham made several trips there be
tween 1880 and 1896. Helming first caught
lake trour from Twin Lake in 1005, There
Is litthe reason to question the validity of
these reports.

Coues, on 18 August 1874, found lake
trout plensiful in Chief Mountain Lake of
the upper Saskaichewan River drainage in
what is now Glacier MNational Park. His
collection of 2 head and 5 caudal fin were
used by Jordan (1878, Bull UJ.5.0:.5. 4:777-
29} o verify identification. Lo Beagom
ent a skin and photograph of lake wout
rom 3t Mary's Lake, also of the Saskatche
wan Hiver drainage, so the U. 8. MNational
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Bits reglon were those in Sho
i Ebi\fv e%{ i?" Snake River
] ark in
Comm. Fish :
823, Ewen though
introdudtions weil they probably were
net the agcudenial or ;mianma}:—
take troug in either Elk lake or Twin Lake.
Sohsequent introduciions into these
have heen successiul; therelore the relict
siock 35 pot pure. Thus, there ave several
indications that lzke trouwt is Indigernous to
the upper Misouri snd Saskpichewan river
drainages in Montzna,
Lezndiorm and geelogical con
such that both Flk snd Twin lsker were
presumably closely donnected to w latper
Pleistorene lake {Feth, 1881, Geol Sur.
Prof. Pap. 429-B, pp. Bli0-7;, FThe geo
logical hisiory of ElR Leke also serves to
ilusirete that of Twin Leke
Fi% Lake les in an outler channel that
at one time drained a large lake euzzgg\mé
the Centennial Vallev, This valley s ap-
proximately 50 miles long snd B miles wide.
The hed of the {ormer cutler channel s
800 fect zbove the wvalley. znd on aerial
photographs 2n old shoreline Is distincdly
visible 21 this sarne level. Erosion has since
(}Ejé"} o0 the west end of the valley, leaving
oniy Two shallow {less then § fest) Izkes
1t can be postuleted the: long sler iis z’z
sence from the yemsinder of the BMissour
River drainage lake wmoumt mey heve lin
gered in this lzrge desp izke —Ropert L.
VinoEnT, School of Natwral Hesources, Uni
yersity of Mickigan, Ann Arber, Mickigon.
Fresent gddvess: Cogperative Fishery Unil,
triak State Unrvessily, Lopon, Uisk.
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