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sty

Eighteen streame and two lakes were sampled for fish populations.
Age~yrowth studies were made on all scale samples collecied and this informa-
tion is flled on lake and sireaw survey cerds. Dats on specles composition
of the waters surveyed is slso recorded on the survey cards that are flled
with the project lesder and duplicate copies are filed in the Helena coffice.

There 1s little informatlon on growth of fish in this ares of the
state and very little is known of the species composition. The purpose of
this job is to yather data on the varlous kinds of fish in this sree, together
with theilr abundance and their rowth.

Zuphasis was agxin placed on the Kootenal Rlver drainage shove
Fipe Creek. GScale samples of pame fish were taken at every opportunity
while in the fleld., [he samples vere sent to the Lontans Flsh and Tawe
Laboratory at Bozeman for age~yrowth determlnations. Speciss composition
of the lake were taken by ¢ill nets and of the stireams by the electric
shock method.

Findinges

Thirteen streams and two lakes in the Kootenai River drainage
were sanpled for fish populations. Fish were found in only five streaus
and ane lake. The species of fish found were cutthroat, raincow, aeastern
brook trout, whitefish, sculpins and suckers.

Five slreaus were sasfled in the 5t. Regis River drainage.
Population studies n these stresms showed that eastern brook trout were
dominant in two streams, cutthroat trout in two and rainbow in one., Other
species found wers Drown trout, Dolly Varden trout, whitefish, fresh-water
sculpin and an unidentifled ainnow. Aye-yrowth suaiies have been conpleted
on sasples collacted from 20 streams and lakes. These data are filed under
strears and lakes and 1s too bulky and cusbersome to present in this repart.



: A nunber of stresms have been sypled for populations and have
helped tremendously in furnishing dats for the state planting program and
for determining regulations for a wise utilizption of stream fish, In
many cases, stream planting of trout have been eliminated. In other cases,
the small size of eastern brook trout found in the streaws were such that
the requlation on the size of legasl trout was eliminated thus making it
possible to utilize the swall fish.

It is recousended thai this siudy be continued so that s complete
file can be obtalned on the stream populations in waters of the state in
oxder to mansge the waters wisely.

Eighteen streams and two lakes were sampled for fish populations.
Age-growih siudies were wade on all scale saunples collected and ${nformstion
1s filed on lake and stresw survey carde fox ready reference. Data collected
thus far has been used in changing the fish planting progras and fishing
regulations for better utilization of game fish,

Uata and ASportss

The oriyinal data and reports are with the project leader at
Kalispell and duplicate reporis are filed in the Helena office.
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