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Angler Numbers

Resident Angler Numbers from 1961 through 2001 license year

The following tables list the number of anglers by license type (and cost) from 1961 through 2001. The ability
of seniors (62 years of age and older) and youth (12 to 14 years of age) to fish on a conservation license was
estimated for some of the years. The rest of the time counts were made from the conservation licenses that
were keyed in Bozeman and then were adjusted by a factor of the total conservation licenses sold divided by
the number of conservation licenses keyed. The other counts were based upon license sales reports from

the Helena office.




Nonresident Angler Numbers from 1961 through 2001 license year

The following tables list the number of anglers by license type (and cost) from 1961 through 2001.
Nonresident 2-day anglers were estimated by sampling those license holders during the statewide angling
use survey and asking how many 2-day permits were purchased. Then, the number of 2-day permits sold
was divided by the average number of permits purchased for that year. The dollar amounts shown for the big
game combo and deer combo licenses are for the drawing and do not reflect the unlimited price.



Statewide Angling Use Estimates From 1991 Through 2001

Angling use estimates are given in angler days. An angler day is one angler fishing one body of water on one day. Itis
considered two angler days if an angler fishes two different waters on the same day (i.e. one angler day for each water
fished).

Undesignated waters are those waters that cannot be assigned to salmonid or nonsalmonid categories. These are
usually waters where the angler fished a stream or lake somewhere in Montana, but didn’t know the name.

These estimates reflect only the licensed angler use and do not include the fishing of unlicensed (youth) or illegal anglers.
Only partial angling use on the Indian Reservations is included and is from anglers that purchased both tribal and state
permits.

Resident angling use is estimated from those anglers that purchased a resident fishing license. This includes, season
license holders (including the sportsman license holders), people 62 years of age or older that can fish on their
conservation license, youth between the ages of 12 to 14 that fish on their conservation license, disabled conservation
license holders, and blind lifetime fishing license holders.

Nonresident angling use is from licensed anglers that include the regular season license holders and two-day permit
holders. Gaffney (1982) sampled the 17,000 nonresident big game license holders in 1980 and found that 29.6% had
fished while in Montana. They averaged 3.9 days of fishing per person, which would account for nearly 20,000 angler
days of use. This is less than 1% of the total pressure in the state. Due to budgetary constraints and the small amount of
pressure, the big game combo and deer combo license holders were not sampled for these estimates.
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Undesignated Stream
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Background of Mail Survey

¢ Mail Survey

¢ Random monthly sample of resident and
nonresident season holding licensed anglers

¢ 2-day Nonresident sampled at end of year
¢ Sample approximately 10,000 per month in
“summer’”’ months

¢ Sample approximately 5,000 per month in
“winter’” months

P e, -~ ..‘/.M..

s \+ Montana Fish,
kllg, - Wildlife @& Parks




Background of Mail Survey

¢ Angler satisfaction estimated from 1997 to
2001

¢ Angler crowding estimated in 2001

«\IM,/ \ Montana Fish,
g, - Wildlife R Pari(s

L




Total Angling Use 1991 - 2001
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Salmonid Stream Angling Use
1991 - 2001
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Big Horn River Angling Use
1991 - 2001
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Upper Big Horn River Angling
Use 1991 - 2001
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Madison River Angling Use
1991 - 2001
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Upper Madison River Angling
Use 1991 - 2001
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Beaverhead River Angling Use
1991 - 2001
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