Our sincere thank you to Wes
Olson who generously gave
Montana Fish, Wildlife & parks
permission to reprint and use the
bison drawings and images from
his book Portraits of the Bison.
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Male Yearlings

While it is the highest peint of the body, the

hump on a yearling bullis still low and not The ears continue tc
The cape line is indistinct and grades well developed. stand out clearly from the
smoothly down the ribcage, an adaptation rest of his head.

that allows young males to resemble
females and thus blend in with the rest of
the herd.

Horn bases are
about the same size
as the eye patch, and
extend out and up in
sharp spikes.

The back is relatively flat due to the
undeveloped dorsal spines of the
vertebrae in the hump.

Brisket

The ventral rieck mane and beard arg'thin
and scraggly. with the brisket cleatlyseen.

The tuft is obvious, but the
sheath is rudimentary.

The yearling piains bison bull resembles subadult cows both physically and mentally. He vertebrae, which will later form his hurp. His chaps are rudimentary and tend fo look like
occupies a rung on the secial ladder that is fairly fow, and he is easily dominated by older those of a young cow. He can now be easily identified as a male by the presence of a tuft,
males. White still siim, his horns are thicker at the base than are those of the yearling but his sheath remains poorly developed. His chaps have finally begun to grow, but they
female. By this age, the horns project out and up past the ears, with little or no recurve at are shorter than the leg is wide. Not untii he reaches adulthood at the age of seven or

the tips. His cape grades smoothly over the ribs, and his beard is thin and scraggly. The eight will this buli begin to emit the spectacular vocalizations so characteristic of rutting
highest point of the hump is over the front legs. bull bison.

The top of the yearling plains bison bull’s hurmp is roughly equal in height to the
base of an adult cow's tail. His back is relatively flat due to poorly devetoped dorsal
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Male Two-Year-Olds

The hump is similar in shape and size
to that of an adult cow.
The cape line remains indistinct.

Spike horns

The forelock hair is
short and does not rise
above the horns.

The hair on his
rostrum is short,
and he has the
flat face of a

young cow, ——— >

Tu Sheath

ft

Throat-latch
h.

Both the tuft and the sheath

are clearly seen.
e

The two-year-old bull, while physiologically capable of breeding, is usually not permitted This young bull is slightly smaller than an adult cow and easily distinguished from her
to do so by the older, more dominant bulls. Perhaps as a self-defense mechanism against by the presence of his tuft, and by the size and shape of his horns. His chaps are becoming
aggression by these bulls, the two-year-old continues to wear a coat that resembles a pendulous and are longer than the leg is wide. The beard and neck mane are larger than on
cow’s. The hair between his horns remains short and does not project above his horn tips. a yearling, but the throat latch s still higher than his chin. The neck mane passes between
The hair on his face is short as well, and in profile his face looks quite flat. By this age, his his front legs on a level equal to the underside of his chest.

herns project out and straight up, giving rise to the term “spike bull.”
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Mature Males
(approximately 4-7 years old)

The hump is definitely that of 2

bull and can ne longer be
The cape is heavy and sharply confused with a cow’s. The horns are smooth along
demarcated. their entire length.

The hair on the
forehead has begun
te fill the space
between his horns
and the rostral
swelling has
formed.

The beard and
lower neck mane
are rich and
The bellyisfirmand  f& o £t g i pendulous.
taughtwith well- - s 7

idefined muscles

"His chaps are full and hang
below his knees.

Mature bulls, such as this one, are the challengers in a rutting aggregation. There are two may yield the field to the chatienger. if the tending bull is larger, older, more experienced, or
principle roles for bulls during the rut. The first and primary goal of ali bulls is to be a simply more determined, the challenger may try the visual biuff a bit longer, then stalk off
“tending” buli—one that has a receptive mate and is guarding her against the advarices of in search of a less dominant bull to harass.

rival bulls. The second role is the “challenger” bull—one that does not yet have a mate gnd The primary visual differences between these mature bulls and their older counterparts
is looking to displace a tending buil. These challengers are large, aggressive males striving (the dominant bulls) is the lack of the horn ring and the presence of a firm, flat siomach.

to attain ascendancy in the rut, and they can often be seer approaching a bull that is They may have less hair on the bonnet, but their beards, chaps, and neck mane are ali very
tending a cow. if his overt behaviour is strong enough to bluff the tending buil, the latter well developed.
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