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Fish Identification _

By order of the Montana Fish and Game Commlssion, the seasons, lmits and regulations
listed hereln shall govern the 1988-89 tlshlng’season, These regulations are validiMarch 1,
1988, through February 28, 1889. These regulations were adopted by the Fish and Game
Commisston on November 18, 1987.

Brown Trout * These regulations as adopted harein are aiso proposed to remaln In effect for.the 1989.
980 flshing season. They will be formally adopted, with poss|ble changes, by the Fish and
Game Commission In the winter of 1989, Any, changes wili be made available to the public
on an addendum shest avallable from ai license agents and at all F|sh?Wildilfe and Parks'
offices. Portions of the regulations in this bookiet may be changed, or additions may be
made, for the 1989.80 fishing season. in order.to have complete set of the current reguia.
tions and in order to remain in compliance with the iaw, sportsmen must obtain the fish.
Ing regutations addendum sheet.
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How To Use This Summary

The key to successtui, iegai fishing is found in the aiphabeticai

listing of fishing waters for each of the three fishing districts,

|Elvtery exception to the standard reguiations is found in these
sts.

To determine what reguiations appiy to a specific water, foiiow
these steps:

* Read the Standard Statewide Fishing Reguiations. This sec-
tion defines many reguiations and summarizes general infor-
mation and restrictions that appiy statewide.

( IUse the maps to determine what Fishing District the water is

n

o Foiiow the District instructions. These reguiations inciude
season information and daily bag and possession iimits.
* Check the alphabeticai listing of waters for that district.
a. |f the water appears in the!iisting and there are more
liberal| or restrictive regulations iisted, those reguia-
tions and ail other Standard/District Reguiations wili

apply.
Lake Trout b. if the water does not appear in the listing, then the
Standard/District Reguiations wiii apply.

1805 While exploring what will be-
come Montana, expedition member
Silas Gooderich tells of catching cut-
throat trout. See Centennial History
on page 17.

These illustrations were painted by Glenn West for
the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
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| ¢ Nonresident PaddleflshTag ............. Two for$ 10.00
Remember | Needed for Yeliowsténa River. Limit of two,
| Required for ali nonresident paddiefish angiers, regard-

: &@ [K< FD F&@ng iess of age, even when accompanied by an aduit in pos-

to Hunt and Fish on Private Land

License Requirements

A fishing license.is a permit for.the lawful hoider.thereof to fish
for and possess any fish within the state as authorized by fish-
ing reguiations. This inciudes commerciai whlteflshIan inwhich
case the license must be vaildated by an authorized Fish, Wiid-
iife, and Parks Department empioyee: There is no charge forthis
vaildation,

A Conservation License is required of both residents and non-
residents before a fishing license may be purchased.

Licenses are nontransferabie and nonrefundabie.

Reslidents

in order. to apply for.a Montana resident fishing sor hunting) ii
cense, one must be a iegai resident of Montana for.a period of
six months immediately prior.to making application.

Each resident 15 years and oider must have a resident fishing
licensein order.to fish. Residents 12 through 14 years of'age and
residents 62 and oider must have aconservation iicense to fish.
Residents under the age of 12 need no license to fish but must
observe iimits and aii other fishing reguiations.

Free fishing permits are avaliable from heads of respective insti-
tutlons for patients at veteran's administration hospitals and for
residents of stata institutions other.than the state penitentiary.

o Resldent Conservation Licenee ................$ 2.00
Residents 12 through 14 years of age and residents 62 or
older need oniy a conservation iicense to fish, and to
hunt upiand game birds, other than turkeys.

« Resldent Disabled Persons Conservatlon License .$  2.00
Residents who are certified as permanently and sub-
stantlallz disabied, as designated by ruies of, the Mon-
tana Fish, Wiidiife and Parks Department, may apply for
an annual “Disabled Persons Conservation’ License"
which authorizes fishing, and hunting of upland game

birds.
» Resldent Fishing License ............ veneesesd -8.00
o Resident Sportsman's License ............ vee.$ 46,00

inciudes a conservation, deer “A”, eik, and biack bear li-
cense and authorizes fishing, and' hunting of upiand
game birds.

¢ Rasident Paddieflsh Tags . ........ EQuEOD Twofor$ 8.00
Needed for Yeilowstone River. Limit of two.
Required of aii'paddiefish angiers, regardiess of age.

Nonresidents

Aii nonresidents 15 years and oider must have a fishing iicense
to fish, No nonresident under the age of 15 years may. fish in
Montana without having obtained a fishing iicense uniess the
nonresident under the age of 16 years is in the company of an
aduit In possession of a vaildMontana fishing license. The iimit
of fish for the nonresident and the accompanying aduit. com-
bined may not exceed the iimit for one aduit.

A nonresident of any age may purchase a nonresident fishing ii-
cense and be entitied to take a iegai iimit of fish.

* Nonresident Conservation License...... ...$ 200
¢ Nonresident Season Fishing License. ... ..$ 35.00
o Nonresident Temporary Fishing License ......... $ 8.00

Vaiid for 2 consecutive days.

session of a vaild Montana fishingliicense.

« Nonresident Deer Combination License ......... $200.00
Avaiiabie from Montana Fish, Wiidiife and Parks Helena
Headquarters only, inciudes aconservation and deer “A"
license and authorizes fishing, and hunting of upiand
game birds.

¢ Nonresident Blg Game, Flsh and Bird License . .. .$450.00
Availabie from Montana Fish, Wiidiife and Parks Heiena
office only. includes a conservation, deer “A", eik, and
biack bear license and authorizes fishing, and hunting
of upland game birds. Quota of 17,000.

Numbered Tag

if you catch atagged fish, piease advise the Department of Fish,
Wiidiife and'Parks of the:

* Tag number and color

* Date fish was caught

e Species of fish .

¢ Length and Welght (ciose as possibie)

e Location of Catch (river - iake and specific area in miies

from or to the nearest iandmark)
e Name and address of fisherman

Standard Statewide Fishing
Regulations

Artiflcial Lures

Artificlal iures shaii inciude any iure (inciuding fiies) that is man
made in imitation of or as a substitute for naturai bait. Artificiai
iures do not inciude fish eggs or other chemicaiiy treated or
processed naturai baits or any naturai or man made food, or any
man made iures that have been treated with anatural or artlficiai
fish attractant or feeding stimuiant.

Bait (Llve)

Scuipins may be used live for bait statewide, except in waters
limited to artificial iures and in the Madison River between Var-
ney Bridge and Ennis Lake. Otherwise iive fish may not be used
for bait except as provided under.district reguiations.

Any fish may be used dead as bait if they have their heads and
entrails removed, or if they have been preserved or frozen, ex-
cept in waters limited to artificial iures oniy.

Persons fishing in waters ciosed to the use of iive fish for bait
may not have ilve bait fish in their immediate possession. Non-
game species may be taken for bait only in waters where live fish
taI:,enaallowed as bait, except as restricted under district reguia-

Beaver Ponds

impoundments formed by beaver dams on streams are governed
by the same reguiations that govern the streams.




Checking Statlons :

rmen and hunters are requ
S"ezqgnated check stations on thelr way to'and
hunting areas, even if there are no fish or game

Children’s Fishing Waters
d to fishing
7 ] d as Children's Fishing Waters are close
‘g{l‘:'tlg?t%oeség?l'ra:yéar to persons tweive (12) years and older.

Closed Waters
we the Montana Department of Fish, Wiidiife
Q#dwgéﬁigiﬁﬁ'ﬁg‘.’ lt'-',rstr?:nd Wildiife Service as fish haﬁherlels
and hali be closed to fishing at all times. Water in

and rearing ponds 8 dimes.Watoni
yhich t of Fish, Wildiife and Parks is op g
:f:r‘lc’t?ag‘: aﬂg%%rr:;nresgeclal structures shaii'be ciosedito fishing

as posted. Certain water supply jakes and streams and hazard-
ous areas are closed as posted.

Flshing Hours
Fishing Is ailowed at ali hours during open fishing seasons ex-

cept on Hoiter Lake.

Qame Flsh s e

ies of the famiiy Saimonidae (chars, trout, saimon, gray-

Ill\rl\lgsg:g whitefish); ali s};l)ecles of the genus Stizostedion (sauger

and waileye); ali species of the genus Esox (northern pike and_

tiger muskeiiunge); all species of the genus Micropterus (bass);

ali species of the genus Poiyodon (paddiefish); ail species of thg

family Acipenseridae (sturgeon), the genus Lota (burbot or iing);
and the speciles Ictaiurus punctatus (channei catfish).

as directed at ail
rediloioton from fishing and
to be checked.

Ice Fishing

e Sheiters :
Spaciai reguiations on ice fishing sheiters appiy in:
* Bearpaw Lake o Georgetown Lake
 Beaver Creek Reservoir » Hauser Lake
« Browns Lake (near Ovando) ¢ Helena Vaiiey Reservoir
« Deadmans Basin Reservoir ¢ Lake Frances
e Echo Lake (near Anaconda) e Lake Heiena
See ice Fishing Sheiter Reguiations avaiiabie from any Mon-
tana Departmegt of Fish, Wildiife and Parks office.
e Size of Hole
'?he maximum size hole that may be cut for ice fishing is 144
square inches. This does not apply to waters open to fishing
through the ice with spear or gig.

Indian Reservations
See National Parks

Irrigation Canals and Ditches

Man made irrigation canals and ditches are open year.around un-
iess shown otherwise under district reguiations.

Limits ol

o Dally — Daiiy itmit shaii mean the numbers or pounds of fis
thatymay beylegally taken during a caiendar day. No person
shaii take or possess more than the dally iimit of fish uniess
otherwlse specified under district reguiations.

o Possesslon — Possession limit shail mean the number or
pounds of fish which may be in one person's possession any-
time in any form-fresh, stored in freezers or. iockers, saited,
smoked, dried, canned or otherwise preserved.

Refer to district reguiations for respective daily and posses-
slon iimits.

A person fishing on a water may possess only a limit allowed
for that water.

To determine iimits, fish may have entralis removed but must
have their heads and taiis attached to their bodies,

Means of Taking

Only asingle iine with hook or hooks, with or without a poie, may
be used for fishing uniess otherwise specified in district reguia:
tions. The pole oriine must be in immediate controi.

These provisions aiso appiy to.commerciai whitefish fishing as
provided under district reguiations.

Setiines may be used as provided under district reguiations. Set-
iines are iines that may be attended/or unattended. They may in-
ciude poies, tipups and fioating devices.

Snagging of fish is uniawful at aii times except paddiefish, koka-
nee saimon and nongame fish as provided under.district reguia-
tions. Where snagging is aliowed, any number.of hooks may be
used. Snagging is a technique of angling in which a hook or
hooks are cast, troiled  or. iowered into the water and manipu-
iated to imbed the hook or. hooks into the body of the fish.

A screen or a net not to exceed four(4) feet in iength may be used
to take scuipins (Cottus) for bait. Otherwise, use or possession
of minnow seines, snares, or fish traps is uniawful except as pro-
vided under.district reguiations.

National Parks, Indlan Reservations and
Wildllfe Refuges

Certain waters on National Parks, indian Reservations and Na-
tional Wiidlife Refuges may have speciai ruies. Specific informa-
tion may be obtained from the headquarters of the park, reserva-
tion or refuge involved.

Seasons

Ali dates given are inciusive dates. Where dates specify an open
season, fishing is closed throughout the remainder of the year.
An open season is for aii species uniess otherwise specified.

Use of Boats

The use of boats is prohiblited or restricted on many waters. See
Boating Reguiations avaiiabie from any Montana Department of
Fish, Wiidiife and Parks office.

Wildllfe Refuges
See Nationai Parks

It Is Unlawful

¢ To :ransport or introduce any fish or viabie fish eggs into any
waters;

* To refuse to show one's iicense upon demand;

* To refuse to show one's fish upon demand;

* Toioan or transferyour fishing or hunting license or tags to any
person;

* To seil game fish except as!prescribed by Montana Fish and
Game Commission regulations;

* To ieave or dump any dead animal, fish, garbage or.iitter in or
or:tttané' state or private property where pubiic recreation is per-
mitted;

¢ To use any carbide, lime, giant powder, dynamite; or other ex-
piosive compounds, or. any corrosive or narcotic poison or to
have any of the same in one's possession within one hundred
(100) feet of any streams where fish are found, for the purpose
of stunning or kiiiing fish;

¢ To hire or retain an uniicensed outfitter or guide;

¢ To waste any part of game fish suitable for food.

¢ To operate upon Montana waters a boat which;

* is not properly licensed and numbered with registration card
carried in boat, if motorized (gas or eiectric);

¢ is not carrying equipment required by the Montana Water.
Safety Law/(copies avaiiabie from any Montana Department
of Fish, Wiidlife.and Parks office);

* Does not have one serviceabie, Coast Guard'approved per-
sonal fiotation device for each passenger pius one type IV
PFD in boats over 16 feet. Persons under. 12 years oid must
rvear PFD's when boat is in motion and is less than 28 feet
ong.

Turn In PoacHERs
CALL: 1-800-TIP-MONT .




Montana Stream Access Law

Montanahas a iaw affecting the recreational use of the state's rivers
and streams. Under the law, rivers and stredms capabie of recrea-
tional use/may be 8o used by the public up to the ordinary high wa-
ter marks. The law does not address recreational use of lakes. Al-
though Montana law. now gives sportsmen the right to pursue
water-based recreational activities within the high water marks of
rivers and streams, it does not give recreationists the right to enter
posted iands bordering those streams or to cross private iands to
gain access to streams.

The success or fallure of the law hinges on the behavior of iand-
owners and recreationists. We emphasize the need for cooperation
and mutual respect. if you are a recreationist, we encourage you to
seek Iandov{ner permission before pursuing any activities on pri-
vate iands. Aiso, please ieave ali fences intact, pack out youriitter, if
you:must buiid a campfire, choose a safe location and tend'to the
tire at ali times. If a dog accompanies you, keep it under your con:
trol. Restrict your activities to those that are water-reiated and
above all, keep the rights of the landowner in mind.

Montana‘Trespass Law

Montana's trespass iaw states that a member of the pubiic has the
privilege to enter or. remain on private iand b{ the explicit permis-
sion of the landowner or his agent, or bY the faliure of the iandowner
to post notice denying entry onto the and. The iaw states that no-
_ tice denying entry must consist of written notice on a post, struc-
ture or natural object or.of notice by painting a post, structure or
naturai object with at ieast 50 square inches of fiuorescent orange
paint. In the case of a metal fence post the entire post must be
painted. This notice must be placed at each outer gate and ali nor-
mal points of access to the property, as waell as on both sides of a
stream where!it crosses an outer pro‘)erty boundary iine. In cases
where land ownershipiis on just one side of a stream, only that side
needs to be posted.
it is the responsibliity of the recreationist to determine whether pri-
vate iands are posted. If iands are posted, it is the recreationist's
responsibility to obtain permission from jandowners before recre:
ating on these iands.

WESTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Call the ollowi [
< o ing Regional Headquarters for further

Kelispetl 7628801
Missouls 5428500

=

.

e

Ravalll  *

Western Fishing District Includes All Waters In Montana
West Of The Continental Divide.

Standard Fishing Seasons
Streams—open third Saturday in May through November. 30.
Some streams have extended whitefish and catch-and-reiease
fishing for trout from December through third Saturday In May.
See exceptions.
Lakes—open entire year.
Ali waters open to angling are open to both bow and arrow hunt-
ing and snagging of nongame fish.
Persons swimming or submerged may take nongame fish in
most waters open to fishing.
Snagging of saimon is ailowed in waters open tq fishing from
ﬁg;r)‘t:mber 15 through December except as noted undergexcep-

Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each fisherman may take aii of the foilowing limits uniess iisted
under exceptions. However, a person may posse :
allowed for the wateron whlcl?he is flshrh%. S e mit

LIMIT:

Species: Brown trout, Cut.throat trout, Ralnbow trout, Golden trout, Lake

A trout, Grayiing, Bull trout

e
and 1 fish, not to t;xceed 10}Ish. e
QTLIE";"'érTnEL" EnIBWICIAD bossmss aia lonal e apeores AT
o S A o o s bl i

Limit A (Wilderness Limlts) continued on page 8.




CONTINUED

Wilderness Limits: Ail streams in the South Fork Fiathead River dralnage
from Hungry Horse Dam to the wllderness boundary and ali waters within
the boundaries of the Bob Marshail, Great Bear and Scapagoat Wiider-
ness Areas unless otherw{se specified under exceptions.

o Lakes — 3 fish, no size iimit.

« Streams — Rainbow and cutthroat, 3 fish, none of which may ex-

ceed 12 inches.
+ One buii trout of any size may make up one of the 3 fish in either.the

iake or straam iimit.

B Spacies: Brook trout

Dally Bag Limit: 10 pounds not to exceed 20 fish
Possesslon Limit: 20 fish

Species: Bass
Daily Bag Limit: 6
Possession Limit: 6

Dally Bag Limit: 16

D Specles: Northern Pike
Possession Limit: 15

Specles: Saimon
Dally Bag Limit: 20
Possession Limit: 40

Species: Whitefish
Daily Bag Limit: 100 inciuding fish taken for saie
Possession Limit: 100 including fish taken for saie

Dally Bag Limit: 6

G Species: Burbot (iing)
Possession Limit:5

)tis uniawful to take or possess any sturgeon of the genus Acipenser (White.
Sturgeon).

Nets (Use Of)

Landing nets may be used for landing hooked fish.

The use of nets or traps for catching fish other than soulpins
(Cottus) s prohibited. This does not prohibit the use of alanding
net for landing hooked fish. A screen or net not to exceed four (4)
feet in length may be used to take scuipins (Cottus).

Commercial Bait Fish Seining

Scuipins may be harvested for commercial purposes in.accord-
ance with ARM Section 12.7.201-12.7.206 from ali waters with a
four (4) foot'screen or.net as provided in the generai fishing regu-
{ations. Any indlviduai'takinginongame fish for. sale or commer-
cial distribution must possess a commercial bait fish selning ii-
cense.

Live bait fish may not be imported into or exported from the
State of Montana for'’commerciai or other purposes.

Not vaild on indian Reservation waters; for.information contact
jocal tribai officiais.

1955 The Montana Legislature passes the Water, Pollution Control
Law, requiring the quality of the state's waters to be protected for
present and future beneficial uses.

See Centennlal History on page 17.

Exceptions to:
Western Fishing District

Abbot Lake near Bigfork
« Closed to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears.
o Limit C: 5 bass daiiy.and in ﬁossesslon, oniy one of which may
exceed 12 inches. May 1 through June 15 catch-and-reiease
oniy for.bass,

Anaconda Settiing Pond System =

. Catch-and-pe ease, gytlfl?:lal SIRCORIS SSIUIRHIEOO Syt
iures oniy. L1 Rounty Roed

e Hog Hole open May 25 :
through June 30.

¢ Pond 3 open May 25 through
September 30 to fishing
from fioating non-motorized
craft and from north and
west dikes except where
posted closed.

¢ Aii ponds and canais open
August 15 through Septem-
ber 30.

Ashiey Creek downstream from Smith Lake
Open entire year.
Ashley Creek from Thompson Fails pubilc water supply intake to Its
source
Ciosed entire year.
Ashiey Lake
Limit E: 50 saimon daily and 100 in possession.
Ashley Lake Inlet Tributaries
Ciosed entire year.
Basin Creek from lower Butte water supply reservoir dam to source,
inciuding all reservoirs and tributaries
Ciosed entire year.
Big Creek (North Fork Fiathead tributary) and ail tributarles
Ciosed entire year.
Bltterroot River,
Downstream from confiuence of East and West Forks
¢ Extended whitefish season and catch-and-rejease for trout
open December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots
and/or artificial iures oniy.
» Open to catching of whitefish for commerciai saie.
From Stevensvlile Bridge to Fiorence Bridge and one mjie down-
stream from Darby Bridge to Como Bridge. :
Limit A: 5 trout per day under 12 inches or 4 trout under 12
inches and 1 over 20 inches, Artificial iures oniy.
Bitterroot Vailey between U.S. 83 and the East Side Highway be-
tween Hamiiton and Florence (ditches, canais and sioughs)
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots and/or ar-
tificial fures only,
Blackfoot River
¢ Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots
and/or artificial iures oniy.
* Open for catching of whitefish for commerciai sale.
Blanchard Lake near Whitefish
Open to spearing or. gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice and by persons submerged in the water. Open to
three attended iines through the ice oniy.
Bootjack Lake (near Whitefish, T31N, R23W, S26)
Open Aprii 1 through November 30. Limit A: 1 trout daily and in
possession, minimum size limit 22 inches, artificial iures oniy.




Brenneman Slough
Ciosed entire year to taking of saimon.

Cablnet Gorge Reservoir
Open to fishing with up to three (3) attended or unattended lines
fromiJanuary. 1 through September 30. Setiines must be ciearly
identified withiname and address of owner.

Carpenter Lake (Tetrault Lake)
Limit C: 20 bass dally and in possession.

Cedar Creek Impoundment (Columbla Falls water supply)
Ciosed entire year.
Church Slough (Fiathead Rlver)
« Open year.around.
o Limit C: 5 bass daliy and in possession, oniy one may exceed
12 inches.
Clark Fork River
* Open to catching of whitefish for commerciai saie.
o IB\nlzconda Company Settiing Pond spiliway to Perkins Lane
ridge '
Limit A: 5 trout under 12 inches or 4 trout under 12 inches and
1 over 20 inches, artificiai iures only.
* Miiitown Dam to mouth of Thompson River
Limit A: 5 trout oniy one of which may exceed 16 inches.
e Anaconda Company Settiing Pond spiiiway to (near Warm
Springs) to mouth of Thompson River
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1 to the third saturday in May with maggots
and/or artificiai iures only.
s Mouth of Fiathead River to mouth of Thompson River.
Open entire year for.norhtern pike with bait or iures.
* Mouth of Thompson River to idaho border.
Open entire year. Lake iimits apply to entire reach.

Clearwater Drainage
o Downstream from Lake inez figh barrier.
Limit E: 10 saimon daily and 20 In possession. Open for snag-
ging of saimon September 15 through December when 35
; daiiy and 70 in possession shalii be aiiowed.
Ciearwater River downstream from Lake inez fish barrier
Open entire year.
Coai Creek (North Fork Flathead tributary) and its trlbutaries
Ciosed entire year.
Daly Creek (near Hamiiton)
Closed entire year.
Donaldson Creek Drainage, tributary of Lake Mary Ronan
Ciosed entlire year.
Echo Lake near Anaconda
Open third Saturday in May through March 31. Limits A and B: 5
trout (inciuding brook trout).
Echo Lake near Bigfork
Limit C: 5 bass daiiy and in possession, oniy one of which may
exceed 12 inches. May ‘1 through June 15 - catch-and-reiease
only forbass.
Open to spearing and gigging of nongame fish and northern pike
through the ice and by persons submerged In the water.
Eik Creek, tributary to Swan River
Ciosed entire year. :
Fennon Slough (Flathead River)
¢ Open year around.
¢ Limit C: 5 bass daliy and in possession, oniy one may exceed
12inches.
Fisher River.
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease fortrout open
Rfelclerlnlbeﬂ to the third Saturday in May with maggots and/or ar-
clal iures.

1949 Bluewater trout hatchery
is completed.
See Centennial History on page 17. §
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Filathead Lake

o Ciosed entire year to snagging of saimon.

» Open May 1 through November 30 for salmon. Limit E: 10
salmon daiiy and 20in possession. i

» Open third Saturday in May through March 31 for catching of
wglteflsh for commercial sale.

o Limit A; 5 trout daliy and in possession; only 1iake trout can be
iarger thani28 inches and oniy 1 buli trout'can be inciuded in
the catch.

o Hatchery Bay of Fiathead Lake at Somers

Ciosed as posted'from October 1 untli spawn taking is com-
plete.
Flathead River

o From confiuence of North and Middie Forks to Sportsman's
Bridge (State Highway 82)

Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1through Aprif 30 withmaggots and/or artifi-
ciailiures only.
Open to catching of whitefish for commerciai saie.

» Above Kerr Dam
No more than 1 buii trout may be inciuded in'the daiiy catch.
Ciosed entire year to taking of saimon.

o Fiathead Reservation boundary to mouth
Open entire'year.
:.lmlt D: 5 pike daliy and in possession, minimum iength 24
nches.

Flathead indian Reservation
« Tribai'fishing Permit is necessary on Reservation waters.
o Check at Tribal Headquarters for specific information.

Flower Creek and Its artlficlai Impoundments from Power Dam to
its source, excluding natural iakes.
Ciosed entire year.
Fred Burr Lake (Phlilipsburg Water suppiy, Granite County)
Ciosed entire year. '
Freeland Creek Dralnage, tributary to Lake Mary Ronan
Ciosed entire year.
Georgetown Lake and Tributarles
Lake open third Saturday in May through March 31. Tributaries
open third Saturday in May through November. 30. Limits A and
8: 5 (Inciuding brook trout). Limit E: No daily or possession iimit,
Goat Creek (Swan River tributary)
Closed entire year.

Qranlte Creek (Middle Fork Fiathead River tributary) and Its tributar-

o8
Ciosed entire year.
Haskill Creek and tributaries from Whitefish pubilc water intake to

. Its squrce

Closed entire year.

Herrig Creek, tributary to Little Bitterroot Lake
Ciosed entire year.

Horseshoe Lake near Ferndale
Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears.

Hungry Horse Reservoir ¢
Limit A: 5 trout dally and in possession. Only 1 buli trout may be
inciuded in the catch.
Hungry Horse Reservoir Tributaries
Wiiderness limits apply — see Limit A.
Kiibrennan Lake
Open third Saturday in May through September 30.
Kootenal River (also see Libby Dam)
Open entire year.
¢ From Libby Dam to idaho Border
Open third Saturday in May through March 31 for.catching of
whitefish for commerciai saie.

Lake Alva

Limit E: 10 saimon daily and in possession.
Lake Blaine near Kallspeil

Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiled spears:
Lake inez :

Limit E: 10 saimon daily and in possession.
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Lake Mary Ronan
Open third Saturday in May through March 15, Salmonsnagging
aliowed October 15 through November 30. Limit E: 10 saimon
daliy and 20 in| possession, except during snagging season
when 20 saimon daiiy and 40 in possession are aliowed. Ciosed
to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears.

Libby Creek
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reieasefortrout open
December 1 to the third Saturday In May with maggots and/or.ar-
tificiai iures oniy.

Libby Dam
Fishing from boats or other fioating craft is prohibited in Koote-
nai River from Libby Dam approximately 500 yards downstream
to David Thompson Bridge as posted.
e Structure as posted and the buoyed area Immediately. up-

stream from spliiway.
Ciosed entire year.

Llon Creek Tributary to Swan River
Ciosed entire year.

Llon Lake
Open to spearing or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice only and! by persons submerged In the water.
Three (3) attended lines aliowed throughithe ice oniy.

Littie Bitterroot Lake
Limit E; 50 saimon daily and 100 in possession.

Little Blackfoot River
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for.trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots and/or ar-
tificial iures oniy.
L?d epole Creek (Middie Fork Fiathead River tributary) and its trib-
utarles
Ciosed entire year.
Long Creek (Middie Fork Flathead River tributary) and Its tributaries
iosed entire year.
Loon Lake near Ferndaie
Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears. ¥
Loon Lake, Tributary to Pipe Creek, 15 miles northwest of LIbby
Ciosed October 1 through November 30.
Lower Stlilwater Lake
Open to sgearlng or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice oniy. Open to use of three (3) attended iines
through the ice oniy.
Lower Thompson Lake
Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears.
Medicine Lake near Phliilpsburg
Open July 1 through Aprii.
Mediclne Lake Tributaries
Open July 1 through November 30.
Metcalf Lake
Open Aprii 1 through November 30. Limit A: 1 trout daily and in
ossession, minimum size iimit 22 inches, artificial iures oniy.
Middie Fork Fiathead Dralnage (Ali streams)
¢ No more than 1 buii trout may be inciuded in the daily catch
except in streams closed to fishing.
o Wiiderness limits apply — sae iimit A.
Middle Fork Flathead River
e Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots
and/or artificial iures.
» Ciosed entire year to taking of saimon.
Middie Thompson Lake
Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propelied spears.
:Vlolrrlson Creek (Middie Fork Flathead River tributary) and Its tribu-
arles
Ciosed entire year.
Murphy Lake near Fortine
Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears.
No Tellum Lake
Open Aprii 1 through November 30. Limit A: Oniy. 2 trout which
must exceed 14 inches iniength.
North Fork Flathead Drainage (All streams)
No more than 1 buii trout may be inciuded in the dally catch ex-
cept in streams closed to fishing.
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North Fork Fiathead River

e Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots
and/or.artificiai iures.

» Ciosed entire year to taking of saimon.

Noxon Rapids Reservoir
Open to fishing with up to three (3) attended or unattended iines
from January 1 through September 30. Setiines must be ciearly
identified with compiete name and address of owner.

O’Brlen Creek from Troy city water intake to a point one-fourth mile

upstream as posted

Ciosed entire year.

Peterson Lake near Blgfork
o Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propelied spears.

o Limit C: 6 bass daiiy and in possession, only one of which may.
exceed 12 inches: May 1 through June 15 — catch-and-release
only for bass.

Placid Lake and trlbutaries :
Limit E: 10 saimon/daily and in possession. Open for.snagging of
salmon September 15 through December 31 when 35 daily and
70 in possession are aliowed.

Rattlesnake Creek
o Upstream from mouth of Beeskove Creek

Open entire year. Catch-and-reiease with artificial iures oniy.

« Rattiesnake Creek and tributaries from Missouia water suppiy

dam of Mountain Water company to mouth of Beeskove Creek
Cilosed entire year.

Rock Creek from Its mouth to mouth of West Fork Rock Creek (See

Waest Fork Rock Creek)

o Artificial lures only except fishermen 14 years and younger
may use bait. Limit A: 3trout per day under 12 inchesior 2 trout
under 12 inches and 1 over 20 inches.

« Extended whitefish season and catch-arid-reiease for trout ,
open December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots
and/or artificial fures oniy. (See West Fork Rock Creek)

Rogers Lake spawning Iniet.

Closed entire year.

Saimon Lake and trlbutarles
Limit E: 10 saimon daiiy and in possession. Open for.snagging of
saimon September 15 through December 31 when 35 /saimon
daliy and 70 in possession are aliowed.

Seeley Lake
Limit E: 10 saimon daiiy and in possession. Open for snagging of
saimon September 15 through December 31 when 35 saimon
daiiy and 70 in possession are aliowed.

Sliver Creek upstream from Saltese water supply Intake
Ciosed entire year.

South Fork Flathead Drainage (All streams)

No more than 1 buli trout may be inciuded in the dally catch. Wii-

derness iimits apply — see Limit A.

South Fork Flathead River
Closed entire year to taking of saimon.

No more than 1 buii trout may be inciuded in the daily catch.

o Upstream from Hungry Horse Dam. Wiiderness iimits apply —
see iimit A.

« Downstream from Hungry Horse Dam to “Deviis Eibow" as
posted.

Ciosed entire year.

« From Meadow Creek bridge to Spotted Bear footbridge.
Artificlal iures only. Limit A: cutthroat trout-catch-and-
reiease oniy.

Spencer Lake
Open April 1 through November 30. Limit A: 1 trout daliy and in

possession, minimum size iimit 22 inches, artificiai iures oniy.

Squeezer Creek (Swan River tributary)

Closed entire year.

Etl'l(lwater Rlver from mouth of Sunday Creek to lower Stlliwater

ake

Open entire year.

Swan Lake

Limit E: 50 saimon daily and 100 in possession.
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Swan Rlver
o No more than 1 buii'trout may be inciuded in the daiiy catch.
» FromCondon Bridge (T21N, R17W, S386) to Bigfork Dam
Artifictai iures only:
Limit'A: Catch-and-reiease for rainbow and cutthroat trout.
¢ From Swan Lake to Bigfork Dam
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1 to'the third Saturday in May with maggots
and/or artificiai iures oniy.
o From Bigfork Dam to Fiathead Lake ciosed entire year to tak-
ing of saimon.
Tally Lake
Limit E: 50 salmon daiiy and 100in possession.
Tetrauit Lake (Carpenter Lake)
Limit C: 20 bass daiiy'and in possession.
Thompson River.
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease fortroutopen
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots and/or ar-
tificiai iures oniy.
¢ From mouth of West Fork Thompson River to mouth of Deer-
horn Creek.
Catch-and-release only for.trout with artificiai iures only.
Tobacco Rlver.
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease fortrout open
December 1 to the third Saturdayin May with maggots and/or ar-
tificiai iures oniy.
Trall Creek (Yakinlkak) and its tributaries downstream from mouth
of Thoma Creek
Ciosed entlire year.
Upper Stlilwater Lake
Open to spearing or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
:hrouglh theice only. Open to three (3) attended iines through the
ce oniy.
Upper Thompson Lake
Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears.
Upsata Lake
Ciosed entire year.
West Fork Rock Creek from the upstream boundary fence of the
Waest Fork Youth Camp to its headwaters.
Ciosed entire year.
Whale Creek (North Fork Flathead tributary) and its' tributaries
downstream from Whale Creek Fails
Ciosed entire year.
Whitefish Lake
Ciosed entire year to snagging of saimon. Limit E: 10 saimon
daiiy and 20 in possession.
xlﬂh‘}teﬂsh River from Whitefish Lake to Montana State Highway 40
ge.
Open entire year.
\(I:VIldIlle) Management Ponds (E 2 of S7, T6N, ROW, Deer Lodge
ounty
o Aii ponds open August 15 through September 30.
¢ Catch-and-reiease, artificlai iures only.
Woods Lake
Open Apriii1 through Novemher 30. Limit A: 1 trout daliy and in
possession, minimum size limit 22inches, artificial lures only.
Young Creek and Young Creek Bay as posted (tributary to Lake
Koocanusa)
Ciosed entire year.

1974 Montana Fish and Game Commission
adopts a controversial policy which ends the
stocking of catchable rainbow trout in nearly all
of the state’s streams. See Centennial History
on page 17.
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Use of barbiess hooks is recommended in speciai reguiation ar-
eas and for those angiers that release some or all of the fishjthey
catch. Aithough use of barbiess hooks does not appear to signifi-
cantly increase the/chance of a released fish surviving, there are
benefits. Barbiess hooks are easier to remove, thereby reducing the
amount of stress from handling when removing a hook. injuries to
fish, which cause scarring and loss of mouth parts, are aiso re-
duced: Barbiess hooks aiso have the added advantage of being eas-
ier to remove from an angier's skin after an errant cast.

GO BARBLESS

Because barbiess hooks may
not be avaliiable at tackie retaiiers,
you can easliy make your. own by
breaking, filing or pinching down
the barbs on reguiar. hooks.

Give barbiess hooks a try. You
may be surprised that you can
catch just as many fish.

CUTTHROAT TROUT

Cutthroat trout are the oniy members of the genus Saimo native
to most of Montana. Popuiations and ranges of both subspecies
have been severely reduced over the years due to habitat destruc-
tion, competition with other fish species for food, interbreeding
with other species, and over fishing.

Cutthroat trout can grow to a fairiy iarge size (1-3 ibs.) and provide
excelient fishing in good habitat If they are not over harvested. Be-
cause they are reiatively easy to catch, cutthroat can be over fished
more easiiy than any other western trout. The Department of Fish,
Wiidiife and Parks imposed catch-and-reiease reguiations on cut-
throat in the Yeliowstone River where they are easily distinguished
from other species. Westsiope cutthroat however, are often difficuit
to distinguish from rainbow trout. Because it wouid not be practicai
to enforce a catch-and-reiease reguiation on a species that is diffi-
cuit to identify, if you fish anywhere cutthroat are found, but particu-
iarly in streams, we ask that you check the throat area of aii fish you
catch for the red siashes characteristic of cutthroat. Letting those
fish go that exhibit these siashes should contribute to improved
fishing. Enjoy the recreation these native Montanans can provide.

RELEASING 7
FISH . ==
To ?ﬁf ! ‘ed‘ﬂcﬁb ‘;;h gjﬁgx;’f\%ﬁ

° :Iay t:\e fish as rapidiy as possibie — do not piay it to totai ex-

austion.

* Keep the fish in water as much as possibie when handiing and
removing a hook.

° rtelmovle"the hook gently — do not'squeeze the fish or put fingers

nits giiis.

« if deeply hooked, cut theiline. Do not yank the hook out. Most
fish survive with hooks ieftin them.

o Release the fish only after its equiiibrium is maintained. if nec-
@ssary, gently hoid the fish upright facing upstream and move it
siowiy back and forth.

« Release the fish in quiet water ciose to the area where it was
hooked. 15
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Central Fishing District inciudes All Waters in Montana Ly-
ing East Of The Continental Divide, (Inciuding The Beily
And St. Marys Dralnages) And Waters Lying West Of The
Following Described Boundary.

interstate 15 from Montana-Canadian border south to Northwest
Bypass Junction near Great Faiis, east on said Bypass to Smeifer
Avenue, east on Smeiter Avenue to 15th Street, south on said street
to north bank of Missouri River, east along high water mark of the
Missouri River to Biack Eagie Dam, across said dam and foliowing
high water mark along the south bank of the Missouri River, easterly
to State Route 80 at Fort Benton; southeasteriy aiong State Route
80 to its junction with State Route 81, easterly on State Route 81to
its Junction with U.S. Highway 191, northeasteriy aiong U.S. High-
way 191 to its junction with State Route 19, south on State Route 19
ta its junction with U.S. Highway 87, south on U.S. Highway 87 toiits
junction with U.S. Highway 12, west on U.S. Highway 12 to its Junc-
tion with State Route 3, south on State Route 3 to its Junction with
interstate 90, easteriy and southeriy, on interstate 90 to the first
crossing of the Little Bighorn River, southeriy along the west bank
of the Littie Bighorn River to the Montana-Wyoming border.

Standard Fishing Seasons
Streams — Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
Lakes — Open entire year.
Setlines — Angiers may use setiines in those waters open to
setiine fishing as specified under. exceptions. Unattended set-
ilnes must be ciearly identified with owner's compiete name and
address.
I Snagging — Ali waters open to fishing are open to bow and ar-
| row hunting and snagging of nongame fishing.
Spearing — Ali waters open to fishing are open to taking of non-
game fish and burbot with rubber or'spring propelied spear by
persons swimming or submerged. Spears or. gigs may be used
through the ice only for northern pike, walieye, sauger, burbot,
and nongame fish.

Central Fishing District
18 Continued on Page 21
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
FISHERIES IN MONTANA

1805 Silas Gooderich, a member
of the Lewis and Clark expedition
catches numerous trout in the Mis-
sourl River at the Great Fails, Meri-
wether Lewis pens the first descrip:
tlon of the cutthroat trout from
specimens caught by Gooderich.

) it I /yy

1865 A bill passed by the first Montana Territorial Legislature imit-
ing the means of taking trout to, “‘a rod or pole, line and hook,”’ takes
effect.

1876 The use of explosives to kill fish is outlawed.

1881 Montana’s first aquatic environment protection legislation pro-
hibits dumping of sawdust and mili waste into streams.
1889 The State of Montana enters the union.

Brook trout are introduced into the Gardiner River.

Rainbow trout are introduced into the Glbbon River.

Brown trout are introduced into the Firehole River.

(Rivers which drain from Yellowstone Park into

Montana).
1895 The first Montana Board of Fish and Game Commissioners is
established by Governor Robert A. Smith.
1896 Montana’s first fish hatchery Is bullt at Bozeman by the U.S.
Bureau of Fisherles.
1898 VYellow perch are introduced into Lake Sewell (now covered
by Canyon Ferry Reservolr).
1901 Montana Fish and Game Department officlally organized. It is
directed by State Game Warden W. F. Scott. Over 1000 applications
are recelved for elght district warden positions paying $100 per month
salary.

1905 The first resident hunting and fishing licenses Is adopted. The
license costs $1.00 per family. 30,220 are sold.

1908 The first state owned hatchery is built at Anaconda.
1909 ‘“Fishing trains” are commonly used to drop anglers off at
spots along rall routes for a day’s fishing.

Limits are reduced to 25 pounds dally.

1911 The Butte, Anaconda and Pacific Rallroad Company donates
a rallroad car to the Department for fish distribution. Fish are planted
directly from the train at stream crossings or by wardens and sports-
men meeting the train to transport fish to other waters.
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1917 Kokanee are Introduced into Flathead Lake and several other
waters along with chinook salmon obtained from Oregon.

1922 Five new hatchery facllities are constructed. They are located
at Lewlstown, Great Falls, Big Timber, Red Lodge and Ovando.

1926 The Department's first fish distribution truck, a converted
1920 Buick, is put to use. It hauls 150 pounds of fish short distances.
1930 Goiden trout from California are introduced into lakes in the
Mission Mountains.

1931 Superintendent of Fisheries K. F. MacDonald proposes that
each hatchery have a survey crew to study the streams in its planting
area.

1935 An airplane is used in fish distribution for the first time in Mon-
tana.

1936 Montana State College offers the first course in fisheries man-

agement taught in Montana. Fifteen peopie, including several Depart-
ment personnel attend.

1945 Arlee fish hatchery purchased from private operator.

1947 The Commission approves hiring the Department'’s first fish-
erles biologlst. C. K. Phenicle is hired to head the new biology section of
the fisheries division.

1949 Bluewater trout hatchery, near Bridger, is completed.

1951 Congressional approval of the Dingell-Johnson Act provides
funds to state agencles for sport fish restoration. The money Is raised
through a federal tax on fishing equipment and apportioned to the
states on a matching basis. Thus, anglers make a significant contribu-
tion to improving thelr sporting opportunities, Montana recelves
$61,820 during the first year of the program.

1953 The Commission adopts a new fish stocking policy based on
biological and economic considerations.

1955 Most fisherles division personnel participate in the massive job
of chemically rehabilitating 600 miles of the Marias River and its tribu-
tarles above the newly constructed Tiber Dam.

Canyon Ferry Reservoir fllis for the first time and 700,000
rainbow trout fingerlings are planted.

The Montana Legislature passes the Water Pollution Control
Law, requiring the quality of the state's waters to be protected for
present and future beneficial uses.

1957 The Department hires its first pollution control biologist to
work with the Department of Health on water pollution problems.

1958 A stream rating system is developed by the Department in co-
operation with federal agencles to communicate the comparative
worth of Montana’s trout streams. The system designates 410 miles of
streams as ‘‘blue ribbon fisherles.”

1960 The Department acquires a helicopter which, when equipped
with pontoons, greatly enhances biologists’ ability to survey and stock
mountain lakes.
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1962 Department biologists conduct a study of 13 streams and find
one-third of the length of these streams altered from their original con-
dition. More than flve times as many trout are found in unaltered
reaches. The Jaycees and the Western Montana Fish and Game Asso-
clation take up the cause to get legislation passed to reduce stream
habitat destruction.

1963 The Legislature responds by passing the Stream Protection
Act. The Act requires all agencies of state, county and city govern-
ments to apply to the Department for a permit before a stream can be
altered. Montana enters a new era of fisheries management in becom-
ing the first state to enact protection legisiation.

The Montana Cooperative Fisheries Research Unit is estab-
lished at Montana State University.

1969 The Legislature passes SB 72, an act reserving a portion of the
flow in'each of 12 blue ribbon streams for instream use.

1973 The Montana Water Use Act passes the Legislature, recogniz-
ing for the first time, instream flows as a beneficial use of water. The
Act also sets up a process for. reserving water for instream use.

1974 Based on Department studies showing significant increases in
populations of wild fish when stocking of streams is discontinued, the
commission adopts a policy of wild trout management in streams.
Stocking of catchable rainbow trout is hailted in nearly all of the state’s
streams.

1975 SB 310, the Natural Streambed and
Land Preservation Act, passes the Legislature.
It extends streambank protection to projects
initiated by private landowners and establishes
local Conservation Districts as administrators
of the law. The Act establishes Montana as
the nation's leader In preserving streams in
as natural a condition as possible. .

1977 A portion of fishing license fees is earmarked for purchase, de-
velopment, and maintenance of fishing access sites.

1978 The commission establishes Montana's first special trout man-
agement area by adopting a catch and release regulation on the upper
Madison River.

The Board of Natural Resources issues the Yellowstone Reser-
vation Order, setting aside instream flow for the Yellowstone River and
many of its tributaries.

1979 A citizen committee is established to oversee a study of Flat-
head Basin resources, the most comprehensive river basin study ever
conducted in Montana. The Canadian government delays approvai of
a mining permit as a result of the study's findings of potential impacts.

Construction of Murray Springs Hatchery is completed. The
hatchery Is constructed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as mitiga-
tion for the construction of Libby Dam.

1980 Congress enacts the Northwest Power Planning Act, and a
councll is charged with developing regional electric energy and fish and
wildlife mitigation plans for impacts from hydroelectric development.
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1984 Legisiature directs preparation of water reservation applica-
tions for Missouri River system to be completed by 1989.

The Dingeli-Johnson excise tax on fishing equipment is ex-
panded to boats, motors and marine fuel. Ten percent Is earmarked for
motor boat access. Much of the money initially is allocated to rebuilding
the warm water hatchery at Miles City recently acquired from the fed-
eral government.

1985 Drought causes extreme low flows in Bitterroot River. irriga-
tors and the Department cooperate by petitioning the district court to
appoint a water commissioner to insure delivery of reservoir water pur-
chased by the Department.

Legisiature clarifies Supreme Court decision regarding rights
of recreational access to streams by enacting the Stream Access Law.

Legislature initlates water preservation process for Missouri
River basin,

1986 The state’s first warm water fish management pian is pre-
pared.

Surveys estimate economic value of fishing in Montana and
asks anglers their views on management of 20 of the state’s trout
streams.

1987 Management goals for the Bighorn River are developed after
extensive public involvement in the state’s first comprehensive fish-
eries management plan .

The Future

* Improve quality and diversity of fishing opportunity

¢ Preserve and enhance wild trout fisherles

e Expand warmwater fishing opportunities

¢ Develop Incentives and programs to improve stream flows

* Promote good land use practices along stream corridors

¢ Develop more cooperative programs with agricultural interests

e Maintain quality hatchery system for stocking waters not capa-
ble of naturally sustaining fisheries

* Enhance public participation in program development and man.-
agement decisions

¢ Develop long-term management plans for. more water.

¢ Balance the need for more complex fishing regulations with
more voluntary regulations and education programs

¢ Develop action plans for species of special concern—native cut-
throat, grayling, sturgeon

¢ Provide adequate protection and maintenance of new access
sites

20
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Standard Da|ly and Possessuon annts

Each fisherman may-take ali of the foilowing iimits. However, a
person may possess oniy the ilimit ailowed for the water. on
which he is fishing.

LIMIT:
ASpocles. Brown trout, Cutthroat trout, Ralnbow trout, Golden trout, Lake

trout, Grayfing.

Dally Bag lell' Streams: 5 only (1 over 18inches), Lakes: 10 pounds and 1
fish, not'to exceed 10 fish.

Possession Limit: Streams; 5 oniy (1 over 18 Inches), Lakes: 10 pounds
and 1 fish, not to exceed 10 flsh.

An anglermust release or kiii immediateiy any fish of the species covered
by LimIt A. itis uniawfui to possess aliive fish of any species In Limit A.

Forest Limits: Ail waters within the National Forest Administrative
boundary from U.S. Highway 2 near East Giacier to Highway 200 near Rog-
ers Pass. Limit A:
s Lakes — 3 fish, no slze iimit
» Streams — Rainbow and cutthroat, 3 flsh none of which may exceed
12 inches. Grayiing, catch-and-reiease only.

" Spacles: Brook trout
=% Daily Bag Limit: 10 pounds not to exceed 20 fish

Possession Limit: 20 fish

"\ Species: Bass, Sauger, Walieye
Dally Bag Limit: 5 In any combination
Possesslon Limit: 5 in any combination

Daliy Bag Limit: 10

r'-fia Species: Northern Pike
»’ Possesslon Limit: 10

Species: Salmon — angling
* Dally Bag Limit: 10
Possession Limit: 10

o ]
80

Species: Saimon — snagging (open only where specifled under excep-
tions)

Dally Bag Limit: 35

Possession Limit: 70

™ Specles: Whiteflsh
[L_: Dally Bag Limit: 100 Including fish taken for sale
| Possession Limit: 100 inciuding fish taken for sale

There Is no number limit on catfish, burbot (iing), sturgeon and nongame fish.
The maximum weight sturgeon (Genus: Scaphirhynchus) which may be taken
is 16 pounds.

Nets (Use Of)

Landing nets may be used for ianding hooked fish.
in waters where use of iive fish other than scuipins (Cottus) is
aliowed for bait, nongame species may be taken:
» with seines not to exceed tweive (12) feet in iength and four
(4) feet in width; or
* with minnow traps not to exceed eighteen (18) inches in
iength and ten (10} inches in diameter.
A screen or net not to exceed four (4) feet in iength may be used
to take scuipins (Cottus).

1975 = Natural Streambed and Land
Preservation Act passes legislation.
See Centennial History on page 17.
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Commercial Bait Fish Seining
Nongame balt fish (except carp, goldfish, and rainbow smeit)
may be harvested for commercial purposes in accordance with
ARM Section 12.7.201-12.7.208 from the foliowing waters: Ma-
rlas River, Muddy Creek (near Vaughn) and Yeilowstone River
drainage downstream of the mouth of the Ciarks Fork Yeliow-
stone River (exciuding Bighorn River.drainage). Scuipins may.be
taken from ali waters with a four (4) foot screen or net as provided
in the generai fishing reguiations.

Any individual taking nongame fish for saie or commerciai distri-
bution must possess a commerciai bait fish seining iicense.
Live bait fish may not be imported into or. exported from the
State of Montana for commerciai or.other purposes.

Not valid on indian Reservation water; for information contact
iocal tribai officiais.

xcepti
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Alder Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Alder Quich Creek and dredge ponds mouth to Virginia City
Open entire year.
Armstrong Spring Creek
Op|en entire year, artificiai fiies and iures oniy, catch-and-reiease
oniy.
Badger Creek Drainage near Heart Butte, within National Forest
orest limits agplrx — See Limit A,
Bear Lake (South Fork Sun River drainage)
Forest iimits apply — See Limit A.
Beaverhead River below Plipeorgan Bridge
Open entire year.
Beit Creek below bridge at Riceviiie
Open entire year.
Big Hole River
. |E|ntlre river and ali tributaries, catch-and-reiease only for gray-
ng.
. 'tl'rlblitarles upstream of Divide Dam open entire year for brook
rout.
¢ Brook trout iimit, 10 pounds not to exceed 20 fish.
* Dickey Bridge (Highway 43 crossing west of Wise Riverin T1N,
R12W, $11) to Meirose Bridge.
Limit A: 3 trout per day under 13 inches and 1 trout over 22
inches, artificiai iures only.
¢ Extended whitefish season and: catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots
gn::gor artificial lures only, except from Divide Dam to Meirose
ridge.

Big Hole River

Dickle Bridge

fore. ' Divide Dam _Speciai

s Limit Area

North Fork Big Hole,

i Meirose
Bridge
J Twin Bridges
e Jackson Beaverhead River

Romalndar of Rivar
* Rainbow, brown and cutthroat trout, 6 fish (only 1 over 18 inches).
» Exiended whilelish season and caich-snd-releass flshing for trout Decembar 1 through third Saturday
In May with maggots or artiiicial files and fures only.
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Big Lake Creek (Big Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Big Spring Creek — Lewlistown
Open entire year.
Blighorn Lake and Afterbay Reservolr
e Live fish Sexcept carr, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) aliowed for
bait. Limit C: 10 waileye and sauger.in any combination and &
bass.
« Up to six (8) attended iines, with one (1) hook per iine aliowed
through the ice oniy.
Bighorn River
e Afterbay Dam toicabie 600 feet downstream and beiow Big-
horn Access Area.
Open entire year. Live fish (except carp, goidfish, and rain-
bow smeit) aliowed for bait. Limit A: 5 trout, only 1 of which
may be over 18 inches 'and oniy 1 of which may be a rainbow

trout. :

« Cabie 600 feet beiow Afterbay Dam to Bighorn Access Area
Oﬁen entire year. Artificiai iures oniy. Limit A: 5 trout oniy 1 of
which may be over 18 inches. Catch-and-reiease oniy for rain-
bow trout.

Two Leggins Accoua
Dangerous Diversion Dam

Bighorn River

Mallards Landing Access

/

acondary Improved Highway

Tp Pryor
Salnt Xavier.

Bighom l\mmp]F

: p== Special Trout Management Section
Catch-and-Release for
fainbow Trout

Blghorn Lake

Biack Sands Spring Creek (tributary to South Fork Madison River)
Open June 15 through November 30.
Bluewater Creek
Open entire year.
Bouider River near Big Timber
Open entire year. .
Boulder River near Cardwell, mouth to bridge four.airiine miles up-
stream in T2N/R3W S24
Open third Saturday in May through September 30.
Bozeman (Sourdough) Creek from city water supply intake to a
point 1,000 feet upstream as posted
Ciosed entire year.
Bull Creek — Jackson (Big Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Bynum Reservoir.(Teton County)
Ciosed entire year.
Cargon Ferry Dam Structure
losed as posted.
Canyon Ferry Reservoir
etiine fishing aliowed through the ice onley with up to six (6) at-
tended or unattended iines with up to six (6) hooks per iine.
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. Clark Canyon Reservolir
o Limit A: 5trout.
o Springs entering reservoir at South end, near Red Rock River,
closed'as posted.

Clarks Fork Yellowstone River
Ogen entlre year.

* Beiow bridge at Bridger,
Setilne fishing aliowed entire year with up to six (6) attended
or unattended iines with up to six (8) hooks per.iine. Live fish
(except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) allowed for bait.

Cougar Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr)
Open June 15 through November 30,

Cuiver Pond (Widow's Pool) (Beaverhead COunlY)
Ogen July 15 through September 30, artificial iures only. Limit B:
4\brook trout under 12inches and 1 over 18 inches.

Cut Bank Creek downstream of Blackfeet indian Reservation

boundary in T33N, R6W, S2
Open entire year.

Dariington Ditch (Darlington Spring Creek) on Cobblestone Fishing

Access Site (near Three Forks
Catch-and-reiease for trout and grayiing. Artificiai iures oniy.

Dearborn River downstream from Highway 434 bridge
Open entire year. :

Deep Creek Drainage near Choteau, within National Forest

orest iimits am:ly — See Limit A,

Deep Creek near Wise River (Big Hole Drainage)

pen entire year for brook trout.

Dickens Lake (Sun River Game F'Iange?_|
Open third Saturda‘y in May through November 30.

Diversion Lake (Sun Rlver drainage)

Limit A: 5itrout, catch-and-reiease onl¥ for grayiing.

Duck Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolir)

Open June 15 through November 30.

East Fork Hyalite Creek
Open third Saturday in Jul{ through November 30.

East Fork LaMarche Creek (B ? Hole Drainage)

Open entire year for brook trout.
East Gallatin River downstream from the mouth of Bozeman (Sour-
dough) Creek
pen entire year.

Elk Creek Drainage near. Augusta, within Natlonai Forest
Forest iimits apply — See Limit A.

Elk Lake (Beaverhead County)

Limit A: 5 trout.

Eyraud (Arod) Lakes
Open second Saturday in June through February. Open to set-
line fishing with up to six (6) attended or unattended iines.
Spearing or gigging northern pike and nongame fish open
through the Ice oniy through February.

Fairground Pond, Helena

lidren's fishing water.

Falls Creek near Augusta, within National Forest
Forest iimits apply. — See Limit A.

Ford Creek near Augusta, within National Forest
Forest iimits appiy — See Limit A.

Gallatin River
Oeen entire year.

o Yoiiowstone Park to East Gailatin River
Ciosed to fishing from boats.

Qibson Reservolr :

Limit A: 6 trout, catch-and-reiease oniy for grayiing.

Goose Lake — Madison County
¢ Open third Saturday In June through November 30.
¢ Limt A: 5 trout.

Governor Creek (Big Hole Drainage)

Open entire year for brook trout.
Grayling Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr)
pen June 15 through November 30.

Harrison Reservoir
e Limit A: 3 trout
¢ Wiiliow Creek arm, as posted, open third Saturday in May

through February.

Hauser Dam structure and adjacent water as posted.

Ciosed entire year.
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Hauser Lake
Limits A and E combined: 10 pounds and one fish, not to exceed
10 trout and saimon in combination.
:.Iml_:t C: 5 walieye and sauger, oniy one of which may exceed 20
nches.
o Setiine fishing aliowed through the ice oniy with up to six (6)
attended or unattended iines with up to two (2) hooks periine.
Haypress Lakes (Madison County)
e Lower Lake — Limit A: 3 trout
¢ Middie Lake — Catch-and-reiease, artificiai iures only.
e Upper Lake — Catch-and-reiease, artificiai iures oniy.
Hebgen Reservolr
Limit A:5trout.
Helena Valley Regulating Reservolir
Oﬂen for saimon snagging September 1 through October 31
when theiimit shaii be 35 saimon daliy and 70 In possession.
Open to setiine fishing through the ice only with UE to three (3)
attended or.unattended iines with up to two (2) hooks per iine.
Hidden Lake, Madison County
* Open third Saturday in June through November 30.
Limit A: 5 trout.
Hiddan Lake (Teton County)
Forest iimits apply — See Limit A.
Holter Reservolir,
® Open entire year5 a.m. to midnight. Setiine fishing through the
ice oniy with up to six(6) attended or unattended lines with up'to
two (2|) hooks per.iine, except prohibited 12 midnight to 5 a.m.
¢ Limits A and E combined: 10 pounds and one fish, not to ex-
ceed 10 trout and saimon in combination.
(] :.Irr;:t C: 5 waileye and sauger, only one of which may exceed 20
nches,
Howell Creek, Wisdom (Big Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Hyalite Creek
See Middie Creek, East Fork Hyalite Creek, and West Fork Hya-
iite Creek.
Hyalite Reservoir
Limit A: 5 fish, oniy one of which may be a Igrayllng.
indian Creek, Sheridan from clty water supply intake to a point 1,000
feet upstream as posted.
Ciosed entire year.

intake Reservolr, Glacler Park Hotel Company water supply
Ciosed entire year.
Jetferson River
Open entire year. Limit A: 5 brown trout with oniy 1 over 18
inches. Catch-and-reiease oniy for rainbow trout.
Kiyo Lake 1Pondera County)
Forest limits agfly — See Limit A,
LaMarche Creek (| ? Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Lake Francis
o Around Conrad water supply outiet as posted
Ciosed entire year.
¢ Except portion ciosed as posted
Open entire year for setiine fishing with up to two ‘2) attended
or unattended lines with up to two (2) hooks per line, except
through the ice when up to six (6) lines with up to two (2)
hooks per iine may be used. Spearing or gigging northern
ike, waileye, sauger, burbot (iing) and nongame fish open
hrough the ice only.
Lake Helena
Open to setiine flshln? through the ice oniy with up to six (6) at-
tended or unattended lines with up to two (2) hooks per iine.
Lake LaValie
Forest iimits aR iy — See Limit A.
Lightning Creek (Absaroka Beartooth Wiiderness)
Open August 1 through November 30,
Lyman Creek, Bozeman from city water supply intake to a point
1,000 feet upstream as posted
Ciosed entire year.
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Madison River
} o Yeliowstone Nationai Park boundary to Hebgen Lake
OpeniJune 15 through November 30.
o Earthquake Lake outiet to Varney Bridge
Open entire year, artificial iures oniy, catch-and-reiease for
trout.
» Earthquake Lake outiet to Lyon Bridge and Ennis Bridge to En-
nis Lake
Ciosed to fishing from boats.
“s Varney Bridge to Ennis Lake
Open third Saturday in May through February. Scuipins not
allowed for bait. Limit A: 5 trout per day, oniy 1 of which may
exceed 18 inches and only 1 of which may be a rainbow trout.
* From Ennis Dam to the mouth
Open entire year.

Madison River

Seasons
¢ Opoen entire yoar, Hobgen Dam to Vamey
n (o Fishing Bioge, Ennis Dom Py tivor.
From Boats » Open hird Satdrday in May throtigh Feb-
ruary, Vlmgr Bridge to Ennio Lake.
¢ Open June;16 throtigh Novembet 30, Yel-
lowstone National’ Park’ boundary to
Hebgen Lake.

wemsserion Spacial Limit Area

Ennis Lake » Trout, § {Ish liml {only 1 over,18 inghes),
Closed lo Fishing VF y 1 of Which may bo a ralnboi trouf,
Ennis o From Boats * Whitefiah, 100.

* Usb ol aoulpins not sllowed:

————— Spescial Limll Area
o Artificialtiias and Iijes only,
« Trouy, catch-and-relonsa fishing oniy.

MoAtoo Bridgo = e . fo BF‘l,l‘l:lM « Whitaflsh; 100
‘rom Boste
—— Remalinder of Madison River
\ * Trout; 8 fish limit (only 1.over 18 Inches)

Closed (o Fishing ¢ Whitetish, 100

i — - ———

! Yellowstone National Park Boundary

Lake
Raynoclds Pass Bridge
Marias River
Open entire year including setiine fishing with up to six (6& at-
tended or.unattended iines with up to six ?6) hooks per iine. Live

fish (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) ailowed for bait,
McDonalds Pond (Beaverhead Countgg

Open July 15 through September 30, artificlal iures oniy. Limit A:

1 rainbow trout over:20 inches in iength.
Middie Creek (ngllte Creek), Bozeman from city water. supply In-
take to a point 1,000 feet upstream as posted

Ciosed entire year.
Midvale Creek from intake of Glacler Park Hotel Company water
supply to park boundary

josed entire year.

MIiil Creek near Sheridan

Open entire year.

Miner Creek (Big Hole Dralnaqe)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Missouri River
¢ Downstream from Three Forks
Open entire year.
¢ Toston Dam structure as posted.
Ciosed entire year.
* Hoiter Dam, abutment and spiliway structures beiow the dam
Closed entire year.
* Just below Canyon Ferry Dam as posted
Cilosed entire year.
* Between bridges at Craig and Sheep Craek
Open to spear fishing for whitefish with rubber or sprInF pro-
pe”ed spears by person swimming or submerged. Limit F: 5
al

¢ Holter Dam to Biack Eagie Dam
Open entire year for commercial whitefish fishing.
Muddy Creek Drainage near Vaughn ihcluding all streams and
drainage canals
It;lvl? fish (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) aliowed for
ait,
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Musseisheli River (downstream from confiuence of North and
South Forks)

Open entire year.
Nelson Spring Creek

¢ Open entire year.

¢ Catch-and-release only, artlficiai lures oniy.
Newlan Creek Reservolr

Limit A: 5 trout.
North Fork Big Hole River, !

Open entire Kear for whitefish. Open entire year for brook trout.
North Fork Birch Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National For-
es!

t
Forest iimits apply — See Limit A.
North Fork Dearborn Drainage near Augusta, within National For-
est
Forest limits applé — See Limit A,
North Fork Dupuyer Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National
Forest
Forest iimits agfuly — See Limit A,
North Fork Teton River Drainage near Choteau, within National For-
est
Forest iimits apEIy — See Limit'A,
North Wiliow Creek, Harrison from Highway 287 bridge to Willow
Creek Reservolr
Open third Saturday in June through November 30.
Norweglan Creek
Open third Saturday in June through November 30.
O'Brien Creek above Nelhart public water intake
Ciosed entire year.
Otter Lake, Madison County
Open third Saturday in June through November 30. Limit A: 6
trout.

Pattengall Creek (Big Hole Dralna?e)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Pintier Creek (Big Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Pishkun Reservolr
* Open éentire year for fishing with up to six (6) attended or unat-
tended iines or setiines with upto two ‘12) hooks per line.
e Saimon snagglng September 1 through December. where the
limit shaii be 35 salmon daliy and 70/in possession;
* Spearing or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice oniy.
Plimpton Creek (Big Hole Dralnage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Poindexter Siough
Open entire year. From December 1 to third Saturday in May, arti-
ficlai files and iures oniy, catch-and-reiease only.

Priest Butte Lake
gpgn June 15 through September 15 and December 1 through
ebruary.
Rattlesnake Creek, Dilion from city water supply intake to a point
1,000 feet upstream as posted.
Ciosed entire year.
Red Canyon Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr)
Open June 15through November.30.
Red Lodge Creek below Cooney Dam
Open entire year.
Renshaw Lake
Forest iimits apply — See Limit A.
Rock Creek near Red Lodge
Open entire year.
Ruby River below Ruby Dam
pen entire year.

Shleids River
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots and/or ar-
tificiaiiures oniy.

Sliver Creek, Marysvilie
Catch-and-reiease fishing from Goid Sii Mine as posted to Green
Meadow Drive.

Sixmile Creek and tributaries (tributary to Yellowstone River)
Catch-and-reiease oniy, artificial iures oniy.

Smith Creek Dralnaqe near Augusta, within Nationai Forest
Forest limits apply — See Limit A,

Smith Lake §Madlson County)
Limit A: 5 trout.
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Smith River

* Below confluence of North Smith River
and Sotith Forks e
Open entire year. nrces
e From confiuence of Rock g

B/r\lgt?f? lal | iy. Limi

clal lures only. Limit

A: 3 fish under, 13 inches | Aegulation
and 1 fish per day over 22

P =

Creek to Eden (Huntsberger) ?
Special )

inches. g
¢ Chiidren under the age of 12
may fish with bait.
Camp Baker
Sock Lake
Forest iimits apgly — See Limit A,
fs:outh' Fork Birch Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National
ores
Forest iimits applé— See Limit A.
'S:oulhtFork Dupuyer Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National
ores
Forest iimits applg— See Limit A.
South Fork Madison River (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr)

Ogen June 15 through November 30.
SOtut Fork Teton River Drainage near Choteau, within National For-
es
Forest iimits apply — See Limit A.
South Fork Two Medicine River Dralnage, within National Forest
Forest limits apply — See Limit A.
Sourdough Creek
See Bozeman Creek.
South Willow Creek, Harrison from Highway 287 bridge to Wiillow
Creek Reservolr
Open third Saturday in June through November. 30.
Split Rock Lake
Open entire year for setline flshlng with up to six (8) attended or
unattended lines with up to two (2) hooks per iine. Spearing or
glqglng for northern pike, and nongame fish through the ice
only,

Sprlng Meadow Lake
¢ Ciosed to motor propeiied water craft.
¢ Limit A: 6 trout.
e Limit C: 1 bass.
Squaw Creek (Blg Hole River Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Stillwater River
Open entire year.
Sun River below Diversion Dam (T22N, R8W, S36)
Open entire year. Limit A: oniy 1 ci;raylln may exceed 13 inches.
Sun River between Gibson Dam and Diverslon Dam
Limit A: 5 trout, catch-and-release oniy for ﬁraxll‘rl\f.
Sun River Drainage above Diversion Dam (T22N, R8W, S36)
Forest iimits apply — See Limit A,
Sunny Siope Canat downstream of Pishkun Reservoir
llel:hA: 5 trout, oniy one grayiing may exceed 13 inches in
ength.
Swamp Creek (Big Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Swazee Lake (Sun River Game Range)
Open third Saturday In May through November 30.
Teton River downstream from Highway 89 bridge
Open entire year.
Toston Dam structure as posted
Ciosed entire year.
Vigllante Pond (near Virginia City)
Children's/fishing water
Wade Lake, Madison Coun'twv
Open third Saturday in May through February. Limit A: 5 trout.
Warm Springs Creek, Lewistown
Open entire year. Limit A: 10 trout.
West Fork Hyalite Creek ¢
Open third Saturday in Juiy through November 30.
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West Fork Lal’\flarc:hef Crgek (Eltg Hct:le Drainage)
re year for brook trout.
WGg)tpfggr:anLcI{Creek from Red Lodge water intake 1,000 feet up-

stre&m d enti r.
osed entire year.
Willow Creek andymbutarles from White Sulphur Springs public wa:
ter intake to source
Ciosed entire year,
Wise River (Big Hole Dralna?(e)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Wood Lake (Sun River)
Limit A: 5 trout.
Wyman Creek (Big Hole Drainage)
Open entire year for brook trout.
Yeliowstone River
o Open entlire year.
o Catch-and-reiease for cutthroat trout.
« Yeilowstone Nattonai Park Boundary to i-90 bridge at Biliings
Open entire year for commercial whitefish fishing:
« Emigrant Bridge to Pine Creek Bridge
Artificiai iures oniy except that maggots may be used as bait
for whitefish between December 1'and the third Saturday in
May. Limit A: brown and rainbow trout, 4 fish under 13inches
Ba? 1 fish tcra‘veag g Inkc:h’gs.k
* Below mouth of Ciarks Forl
Open entire year to setiine fishing with up to six (6)attended
or unattended iines with up to six (8) hooks per line. Live fish
(except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) allowed for bait.

Upper Yellowstone
Livingstone River

Special Limit Area
¢ Artificiai files and, Iures only,
Maggots allowed for whitefish

Pine Creek betwesn December 1 and third
Saturday in May. All trout

Bridge
5! caughton maggots must be re-
i\ leased,

- o Cutthroat trout, catch-and-
Emigrant / re|esse fishing only.
Brldge s Rainbow and brown trout, 6

fish iimit, 4'under 13 inches, 1
over 22 Inches,
» Whitefish, 100i

Remainder of Upper
Yeliowstone River
o Cutthroat trout, catch-and-

reiease fishing only.
« Ralnbow and brown trout, 6

Gardiner fish iimit (only 1 over 18
e Inches).

Yallowstone Natlonal Park Boundary » Whitefish, 100.

Fisherman’s Log

If you fish regularly in Montana,
help gather fishing information.
Write for the Fisherman's Log:  Af
Department of Fish,
Wiidlife & Parks

1400 South 19th
Bozeman, MT 59715
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Eastern Fishing District includes All Waters Lying East Of
The Centrai Fishing District. For The Boundary Description,
See Central Fishing District.

Standard Fishing Seasons

Ali waters open entire year. Aii waters open to fishing are open to
bow and arrow hunting, and snagging of paddiefish and non-
game fish (except portion of Yeilowstone River).
Spearing — Nongame fish and burbot may be taken with rubber
or spring propelied spears by perSons swimming or submerged
In ali waters open to fishing.
Spears or gigs may be used through the ice oniy for northern
plke, waiieye, sauger, burbot and nongame fish.
Setlines — Alii iakes open to fishing open to setline fishing
through the ice oniy, except as specified under exceptions.
Ali streams In Yeliowstone Drainage open entire year to setiines.
Angiers may use up to 6 attended or.unattended iines or setiines
with upto 8 hooks periinein those waters open to setiine fishing
except as specified under exceptions.
Unattended setiines must be cieariy identified with owner's
compiete name and address.
Bait — Streams and rivers open to use of iive fish for bait (except
carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) except:

¢ Miik River and its tributaries above Fresno Dam.

e Missourl River upstream from Morony Dam.

¢ Streams south of Highway 2 which originate in Bearpaw
Mountains.

Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each fisherman may take aii of the foilowing iimits uniess listed
under exceptions. However, a person may possess oniy the iimit
aliowed for the water.on which he is fishing.

LIMIT:

Dally Bag Limit: 10 in any combination

Possession Limit: 10

An angier must reiease or kiii Inmediately any fish of the specles covered
by Limit A. It is uniawfui to possess a live fish of any specles in LimIt A.
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A Species: Salmon, Grayiing, and Ali trout except Lake trout

EASTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Species: Lake trout
Dally Bag Limit: 5

Possession Limit: 6

Species: Waiieye and Sauger
Daily Bag Limit: 10 in any combination
Possession Limit: 10 in any combination

Species: Northern Plke and Tiger Muskeliunge
Dally Bag Limit: &
Possession Limit: 5

Species: Bass (largemouth and smaiimouth)
Daily Bag/Limit: 10
Possession Limit: 10

m | 0 |00

Daily Bag Limit: 1
Passession Limit: 2

There Is no number limit on catfish, burbot {ling), sturgeon and nongame fish
(except portion of Marias River). The maximum weight' sturgeon (Genus:
Scaphirhynchus) which may be taken is 16 pounds.

F Species: Paddlefish

Nets (Use Of)

Landing nets may be used for ianding hooked fish.
A screen or net not to exceed four (4) feet in iength may be used
to take sculpins (Cottus).
Hoop Nets — Hoop Nets without wings or.ieads may be used to
take nongame flsh, catfish, burbot (iing), and sturgeon in Yeliow-
stone River downstream from mouth of Bighorn River, Miik River
downstream from Highway 2 Bridge below. Dodson Dam and
Missouri River downstream from mouth of Milk River, except:
Closed March 1 through May 15; and for.two hundred (200) yards
below ali irrigation diversion dams. Each net must be ciearily
marked with owner's complete name and address.
Minnow seines and Traps — in ali waters where use of iive fish
other than scuipins (Cottus) is ailowed for bait, nongame spe-
cies may be taken:
 With seine not to exceed tweive (12) feet in iength and four
(4) feet in width; or
« With minnow traps not to exceed eighteen (18) inches in
length and ten (10) inches in diameter.

Commercial Bait Fish Seining

Nongame bait fish (except carp, goldfish, and rainbow smeit)
may be harvested!for commercial purposes in accordance with
ARM Section 12.7.201-12.7.208 from the following waters. Any
individuai taking nongame fish for sale or commercial distribu-
tion must possess acommercial balt fish seiningiicense.
Alt streams and reservolrs listed as open to the use of aii non-
game fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) are open to
commercial bait fishing seining except:
« Big Dry and Littie Dry Creek north of Highway 200 in Gar-
fieid County.
« Hanging Woman Creek downstream from the Birney Road
to its confiuence with the Tongue River,
e Otter Creek downstream from U.S. Highway 212 to its con-
fluence with the Tongue River.
o Lone Tree Creek and Fox Creek, tributarles to the Yetlow-
stone River in Richiand County.
¢ Petroila Reservolr.
Certain other waters may be opened upon request. Apply to re-
glonal Fish, Wiidlife and Parks office.
Live bait fish may not be imported into or exported from the
State of Montana for.commerciai or.other purposes.
Not valld on indlan Reservation water; for information contact
iocal tribai officlals.
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Exceptions to:
Eastern Fishing District

Bainville Raliroad Ponds (Roosevelt County)
!%':I? fisk (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

Baker Lake (Falion County)
lel? fish (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

ait.
BeaLr. Pt::vAL%kte (H:II C?unty)
mit A: 5 trout, on
Beavgr C{gel; ’ y one iine may be used year around.
e South of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains
Open thlréJ Saturday in May through Nozlember 30. Closed to
use of live fish for bait except sculpins.
Beaver Creek in Vallay and Phillips County
Open entire year to setiines.
Big Muddy Creek
Open eniire Kear to setiines.
Bl uth of Hioh '
outh of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains). Open third Saturda!
in May through r\z:wember 30. Ci i
ey ihrouan ! osed to use of iive fish for bait
Box Elder Reservoir (Sheridan County)
tgll? fish (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

Buxbaum West Reservolr (Richiand County)
¢ It;gll? fish (except carp, g_oldflsh and rainbow smeit) aiiowed for

Castle Rock Lake (Rosebud County)
'6'2.':? fish (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

o
outh of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains). Open third Saturda!
in_ May through November 30. Ci i
oy sculp?ns. osed to use of ilve fish for bait
Cole Ponds (Phlilips County)
tgll? fish (except carp, goldfish, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for
ché cereeth {%egut:avré Mtimntalns)
n third Saturday in May through N L
o\PIIve fish for bait eyxcept gculplngs. e s cionad oue0
Dredge Cuk Tnm Pl:.md
* Open Aprii 1 through November 30 for up to two (2) att
unattended lines with no more than teio 2 hggks epr;crbl?ng';
lines not to be'suspended from free fioating devices such as
jugs. C:pen December 1 through March 31 to setiines.
e It;Lv'? fisn (except carp, goldfish and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

Eag(l)e (ezretgll( 8Bsea{pr¢:’w l\l|lou'u|talns) )

n third Saturday in May through N L

oﬁlve figh for bait except gculplngs. Semeendn Aiosed louse
Engstrom Reservoir (Sheridan County)

blavl? fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

Est(e)g R'eser&olr (Phlltllps c"ounty)
enentire year to setiines. Live fi
rainbow smeit) ailowed for balt.e figh{Gxcept carp, doldfish and
Faber Reservoir (Blaine County)
Limit A: 5 trout,
Flat Lake (McCone County)
It;fv|? fisk (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

ait.
Fort Peck D edge Cut Pond
See Missouri River.

1911 Fish are planted directly from railroad cars. ; I g tl
See Centennial History on page 17.
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Fort Peck Reservolr.
» Open entire year for ali species to persons swimming or sub-

merged using rubber or sgrlng propelied spears.
« Downstream from a iine between Haxby Point and Number 6
navigation sign at South Fork Duck Creek inciuding Big Dry

Arm
Open Aprii 1through November 30 for up to two (2) attended
or unattended iines with no more than two (2) hooks per iine;
iines not to be suspendedifrom free fioating devices such as
jugs. Open December 1 through March 31 to setiines. Live
_fls% except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) aliowed for
balt. Limit C: 5 walieye and sauger daily and in possession in
any combination.
o Upstream from a line between Haxby Point and Number 6 navi-
gation sign at South Fork Duck Creek exciuding Big Dry Arm
Open entire year to setilne fishing. Live fish (except carp,
goidfish, andirainbow smeit) aliowed for balit.
Frenchman Creak (exciuding Frenchman Reservoir)
Open entire'year to setiines.
Frenchman Reservoir (Phillips County)
It;h;? fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smelt) ailowed for
alt.

Fresno Reservolir (Hill County)
« Open Aprii 1 through November 30 for up to two (2) attended or
unattended iines with no more than two (2) hooks per iine.
e }.Ines not to be suspended from free fioating devices such as
ugs.
o Ogen December 1,through March 31 for setiines.
o Limit C: 5/ walieye and sauger daily and in possession in any
combination.
o Limit D: No number iimit on northern pike.
Glant Springs (Great Falis) that portion enclosed by concrete walks
and masonry work.
Ciosed éntire year.
Hollecker Pond (near Glendive)
tlvl? fish (except carp, goldfish and rainbow smeit ailowed for
alt.

Kitienbeck Reservoir (Danieis County)
lﬁlvl? fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) aiiowed for
ait.
Kuester Reservolr (Richiand County)
Live fish (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) aiiowed for

balt.

Lake Elwell
See Tiber Reservoir.
Lame Steer Reservoir.(Wibaux County)
Live fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

ait.
Lee xSam) Reservoir (Dawson County) 3
Live fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

bait.
Lindsay Reservoir (Dawson County)
Live fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) allowed for

bait.
Littie Box Elder Creek
o South of Highway.2 (Bearpaw Mountains) i
Open third Saturday in May through November 30. Ciosed to
use of iive fish for bait except sculpins.
Littie Warm Reservolr (Phillips County)
Live fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

bait.

Lone Tree Creek (Valley County)
Open entire year to settines.
Lone Tree Creek impoundments (Valiey County)
Open entire year to setiines. Live fish (except carp, golidfish, and
rainbow smeit) aliowed for bait. :
Marias River
Open entire year to setiines from i-15 brIdPe to Tiber Reservoir
arlld from Circie Bridge (Meisner's) to confluence with Missouri
ver.
o From Tiber Dam to its confluence with the Missouri River
Shoveinose sturgeon iimit shaii be 5 fish.
o Limit A: 5 trout, of which oniy one may exceed 18 inches.
o Whitefish: limit 35 fish,
McChesney Reservoir (Phiilips County)
Live fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) aiiowed for

bait.
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Medicine Lake National Wildlife Refu?.e (Sheridan County)
Aii'iakes open to setiines. Live fish (except carp, goidfish, and
rajnbow smeit) aliowed for bait.
¢ Medicine Lake

Oren November 15 through September.15.

¢ Gaffney Lake and'Lake 10.

Open August 15'through March 31.

o Lake 12
Open November 15 through March 31.

Milk River .

* Andits tributaries above Fresno Dam. :

Ciosed'to use of live fish for bait except scuipins.

e Upstream from Fresno Reservoir

pen entire year to setiines.

¢ And its impoundments downstream from Fresno Dam.

Open entire year to setiines. Live fish (except carp, goidfish,
and rainbow smeit) aiiowed for.bait.

* Downstream from Highway 2 bridge beiow Dodson Dam
Open May 16 through February. of foilowing year to use of
hoop nets without wings or ieads'for nongame fish, catfish,
burbot and sturgeon except 200 yards beiow all Irrigation di-
version dams; each net: must be marked with owner's name
and address; sturgeon must be under 16 pounds.

Missourl River
* Upstream from Morony Dam
iosed|to use of iive fish for bait except scuipins.

* immediately downstream from Morony Dam as posted
Ciosed entire year.

* Downstream from Morony Dam (exciuding river and dredge

cuts between Fort Peck Dam and mouth of Miik River)
Open entire year to setlines.

e From Fort Peck Dam to mouth of Miik River (inciuding Dredge

Cut Ponds)
Open Aprii 1 through November 30 for up to two (2) attended
or unattended iines with no more than two (2) hooks per iine;
lines may not be suspended from free floatlng devices such
as jugs. Open December 1 through March 31 to setiines,
Limit A: Not to inciude more than 2 rainbow trout.

* Downstream from outiet tunneis of Fort Peck Dam as posted
Ciosed entire year.

* Downstream from Fort Peck Dam near.Duck Isiand as posted
Ciosed March 1 through July 31 to fishing and wading.
* Downstream from mouth of Miik River
Open May 16 through February of the following year to use of
hoop nets without wings or leads for nongame fish, catfish,
burbot andisturgeon, except 200 yards below ali irrigation di-
version dams; each net must be marked with owner's name
and address; sturgeon must be under 16 pounds.
Musselshel| River
Open entire year to setiines.
Nelson Reservolr (Phiilips County)
* Open Aprli 1 through November.30 for up to two (2) attended or.
unattended iines with no more than two (2) hooks per iine;
}lnes not to be suspended from free fioating devices such as
ugs.
* Open December 1 through March 31'to setiines.
3 It;wl? fish (except carp, goldfish, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for
ait.

* Open entire year for aii species to persons swimming or sub-
merged using rubber or spring propeiied spears.
* Limit C: 5 walieye and sauger daily and in possession in any
combination.
e Limit D: No number iimit on northern pike.
Peoples Creek
* South of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains)
Open third Saturday in May throu?h November 30. Ciosed to
use of iive fish for bait except sculpins.
Petrolla Reservolir

Ll\;? fish (except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) allowed for

ait.
Poplar River
Open entire year to setlines.
Powder River and tributaries :
Open entire year to bow and arrow hunting for catfish.
Raymond Reservolir (Sheridan County)
tl\;? fish/(except carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for
ait.
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Redwater River
Open entire year to setiines.
Reser Reservolr (Blaine County)
B (2 county
r
Aol ive ﬁ'snh((e?(cgpt carp.ygoldflsh, and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

bait.
ir (Blaine Count
R°?§p'3?f?rﬂ'r%' aturday. In Mg' through November. 30. Limit A: 5

t;‘oﬂt." Pond (Falion County)
all Pon: _
R“%pen Feﬁ';ga L thrg:: h Jg:l%bgro ?::l'ty)
rch Pond (Rose
SChLllevse}%ga?{ (except carp, goidfish and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

bait.
Ir(Prairie County)
suvlflc;pﬂl:?\s(ee';:epi carp, goldfls¥1, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

bait,
w Mountains|
Sn%teg‘r?&l:éssea%prgw in May thro)ugh November 30. Ciosed to use
of iive rfl{siri‘ for ballt (e;(ce';;te sg:llle'l'r;g.
j rvolir (Pralrl
smILtI‘:eF ‘f’lsh (g:gept carp, goidfish, and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

bait.
Reservoir (Fallon County)
smll.'i?/es ﬁ';ﬂ’(ﬁ'é%pt carp, géldflsh, and raanow smeit) ailowed for

bait,
Pond (Custer County)
swl’.'l'\feedflssar?zgxc%?:t s:arp, goldflsh,yand rainbow smeit) ailowed for
b

alt.
aw Mountains)
Su%(e;g{:?rlé(ss:&r%ay in May through November 30. Closed to use
of iive lf(ml; fo'r:| bait exge":‘t “s‘g:n:;lns.
near Ha
Ta"l:.?\"e';}sg (:&e(pt carp, goldfish and rainbow smeit) aliowed for

balt.
Teton River
Opgn entlr? )(/Ealr( ;os?ztellses.
olr (La
ﬂb?fo:es: r«vprll 1 through November 30 for up to two (2) attended or
unattended lines with up to two LZ) hooks per iine. s
* Open Decezmt?er ': thg:tﬁ%r;Marc 31 for up to six (8) lines wi
ooks !
( Eﬂlg)fltsv;\%}cept forpcarp. goidfish and rainbow smeit) aiiowed
It
3 S:n?ta D: 10 north?rn pike daiiy and in possession.
Reservolr
oy :g: levr‘l’trlreeyear for ali species to persons swimming or sub-
merge using rubber of spring propelled spears. Live fish (except
carp, go.:l‘dflsh arlld( 6al:\'?o|\g ér::'l't' y?llowed for bait.
servolr (Garfle
wnll.'l?r:kfilesh (eexoept carp, goldfish, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

balt. ;
ir (Danleis County)
‘m“Ltlev'emfllg‘he (seex'ggpt(carp. goldflsh.y and rainbow smeit) ailowed for

WI:: |tc'reek (Biaine County) from Ciear Creek road crossing to its
source, excluding Ross Reservoir
CIoseﬂ %ntl renyglarr(wmaux County)
]
w“mgsflsh (e:)(cept carp, goldfish, and rainbow smeit) ailowed tor
bait.

The Future—A continuing commitment to qualify and diverse
sport fishing opportunities through habitat protection, resource conser-
vation and public participation in developing resource management
programs. See Centennial History on'page 17.




Yellowstone River.
¢ Downstream from mouth of Bighorn River
Open May 16 through February of foliowing year to use of
hoop nets without wings or. ieads for nongame fish, catfish,
burbot and sturgeon except 200 yards beiow aii irrigation di-
version dams; each net must be marked with owner's com-
piete name and address. No iimits, except sturgeon must be
under 16 pounds.
* Downstream from mouth of Cottonwood Creek (approximateiy
4 miles downstream of intake Diversion Dam)
Open May 1 throu%h Juiy10to snaEFing of paddiefish. Snag-
ﬁln of nongame tish prohibited. Limit F: Season and daily
mit 2 paddiefish.
¢ From mouth of Bighorn River'to mouth of Cottonwood Creek
'(agproxlmately 4 miies downstream of intake Diversion Dam
pen May 15 through Juiy 10 to snaﬁlng of g)addlefls '
SnagﬁlnP of nongame fish prohibited. Limit F: Season and
daiiy limit 2 paddlefish.
 From intake Diversion to about s miie downstream as posted
glo?ed May 15 through Juiy 10 to fishing or snagging from
oats,

Paddiefish Regulations

¢ Ailpaddiefish angiers must purchase and have in their posses-
sion paddiefish tags in addition to other iicenses that may be
required.

* Each paddiefish angier must cast for and hook his or her own
fish. it is uniawfui to cast for and/or hook a paddiefish for an-
other person.

o Any paddiefish tag that is iocked shut prior to attachment to a
fish shail be void.

¢ Any tag-which has been aitered or modified shali be void.

e Each paddiefish must be tagged immediateiy when brought
under controi and must be tagged with one's own tag. it is un-
iawfui to take and reiease a paddiefish.

o it is uniawfui to possess an untagged paddiefish taken from
the Yeliowstone River, or parts thereof, within one miie of the
Yeilowstone River.

s it afish is cut up, the angier must keep that portion of the back
tan?hd?{sgl fin (back fin) necessary to maintain the tag seaied

o the fish.
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