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Cold Water Fish Cold Water Fish

Brown Trout tall squarish with —  Bull Trout tall slightly forked

few spots or none red or orange
pale yellow spots on back e spots on side

T

background color
usually golden-brown

R

-
biack or brown spots /

often with light halos red spots on sides with light halos white leading edge on fins

Brook Trout ' Kokanee
wavy lines (worm tracks) red spots with bius halos
on back and dorsal fin

fine black specks on back adipose fin

—y ) \ M

tall moderately

tail nearly
forked

square

white leading edge on tins set off by blac-' line

Rainbow Trout Kokanee

Pink or red midside
band usually present

spawning male

. dorsal fin large
Golden Trout amerous spots on Grayling sail-like, colorful
dorsal fin and tail —

round black spots
on upper /3 of body

scales large

10-12 parr marks o dark spots on "\ '-.'l.\
(may persist on aduts) front half of body - S

Lake Trout numerous light spots *  Mountain Whitefish
none red or orange

tall deeply forked, mouth small
shortest ray less than
2 length of longest

white leading edge often present on fins,

The fish illustrations displayed in these regulations were painted by
Glenn West for.the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
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‘Guide to Using These Regulations

f=

Cutthroat trout are the only members of the genus Oncorhy-

nchus native to most of Montana. The number and range of both 1. The standard statewide fishing regulations found on' pages
subspecies have been severely reduced over the years due to habi- . 2.7 summarizes general Informatlon andtredulations that ap—
tat destruction, competition, interbreeding with other species, and piy statewide.

over fishing.

. . 2. ) dlvlded nto three dlstlnct
Cutthroat trout can grow to afairly large size (1-3 Ibs.) and provide { I g .,:dMIgmg{\sa_fmsl?gmwg;%ra;;nd Eastern. IThe map belowiis ar
excellent fishing in good habitat if they are not over harvested. Be- general uideiine to heip determine which district your se-
cause they take a hook so readily, cutthroat can be over fished more . iected flghlng water is found In. Regulatlons for those dls-
easily than any other western trout. if you fish anywhere cutthroat 'trlcts are foundion the followlng pages

are found, but particularly in streams, we ask that you check the ( it

throat area of fish you catch for red slashes. Letting those fish go - Western8-17  Centrai 18:30  Eastern 3136 |
should contribute to improve fishing. Enjoy the recreation these na- -3, Lookundsr.the district exceptions for.your particuiar body of
tive Montanans can provide. ‘water. if itis not iisted under.the exceptions, then the stand-

ard fishing seasons and daliy and possession limits apply.

Westslope Cutthroat

small, irregularly shaped black
spots, sparse on belly

License Requirementa

spots more dense A fishing license is a permit for the iawfuilhoider thereof to fish
cutthroat slash— toward rear of fish for and possess any fish within the state as authorized by fish-
one on each side ing reguiations. This inciudes commerciai whitefishing in which
(weak on juveniles) case the ilcense must be vaiidated by an authorized Department
of Fish, Wiidiife, and Parks employee. There is no charge for this

Yellowstone Cutthroat validation.

A Conservation License is required of both residents and non-
residents before a fishing license may be purchased.

Licenses are nontransferabie and nonrefundable. The license
year.runs March 1 through February of the foiiowing year.

Resident

¢ in order to appiy for a Montana resident fishing (or hunting) li-
cense, one must be a legai resident of Montana for a period of
six months immediately prior to making appiication.

Each resident 15 years and oider must have a resident fishing
ilcense in order.to fish. Residents 12 through 14 years of age and
lr:‘eslﬁjdentts 62 ac;\d orI‘der musft1h2ave a c;:ons"ervatlon Iltf:|ense to fish.

esidents under the age o need no license to fish but must
black sno1 than on WestSIons observe limits and all other fishing regulations.

Free fishing permits are avaiiabie from heads of respective Insti-
tutions for patients at veteran’s administration hospitais and for
residents of state institutions other than'the state penitentiary.

Residents who are certified as permanentiy and substantiaily
disabled, as designated by ruies of the Department of Fish, Wiid-
iife.and Parks, may purchase a "Dlsabled Parsons Conservation

: License." 1




License Requirements, Continued.. . .
o Resldent Conservatlon License....... ... .cuvess $ 4.00

— Residents 12 through 14 years of age and residents 62 or.
oider need oniy a conservation iicense to fish, and to hunt
upiand game birds, other than turkeys: :

¢ Resldent Disabled Persons Conservation License. ...$ 4.00

— Residents who are certified as permanentiy and substan-
tially disabied, as designated by. ruies of the Department
of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks, may apply for an annuai “Dis-
abied Persons Conservation License” which authorizes
fishing, and hunting of upiand game birds.

o Resldent FishingLlcense..............c..oieo. $11.00
* Resldent Sportsman’s License. .......co..veionsan $64.00
— inciudes aconservation, deer “A", and eik iicense and au-
thorizes fishing, and hunting of upland game birds, other.
* . than turkeys. :
¢ Resldent Paddleflsh Tags. ..........c.vins Two for$ 4.00
— Limit of two. 9
— Required of aii paddiefish angiers, regardless of age.

Nonresident Licensing

Ali'nonresidents 15 years and oider must have a fishing license
to fish. No nonresident under the age of 15 years may fish in
Montana without having obtalned a fishing iicense uniess the
nonresident under the age of 15 years is in the company of an
aduit in possession of avalld Montana fishing iicense. The limit
of fish for the nonresident and the accompanying aduit com-
bined may not exceed the limit for one aduit.

A nonresident of any age may purchase a nonresident fishing ii-
cense and be entitied to take alegai'iimit of fish.

¢ Nonresldent Conservatlon License ............... $ 6.00

< Nonresldent Season Flshing License ............. $ 40.00

¢ Nonresldent Temporary Fishing License........... $ 10.00
— Vaiid for 2 consecutive days. .

s Nonreslident PaddleflshTag............... Two for$ 15.00
— Limit of two.

— Required for ail nonresident paddiefish angiers, regard-
iess of age, even when accompanied by an aduit in pos-
session of a vaiid Montana fishing license.

* Nonresldent Deer Comblination License........... $238.00

— Avaliabie from the Department:of Fish, Wiidlife and Parks
Heiena Headquarters oniy. inciudes a conservéation and
deer “A" license and authorizes fishing, and hunting of up-
iand game birds, other than turkeys. Quota of 6,000.

* Nonresldent Big Game, Fishiand Bird License.. ... $462.00

— Availabie from the Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks
Helena Headquarters only. inciudes a conservation, deer
“A” and elk iicense and authorizes fishing, and hunting of
upland game birds, other than turkeys. Quota of 17,000.

Resident & Nonresldent —State Park Entrance Fee

Montana state park use, including fishing from waters at a state

park, requires an entrance fee. A state park passport vehicie

sticker is avaliabie for $15 from any Fish, Wiidlife and Parks of-

fice and most license agents. For the nonfrequent user, a $3 per.

:/t?hlcle daily entrance charge may be paid at the site you are vis-
ng.

Standard Statewide Fishing
Regulations

Artificial Lures

Artificial jures shali inciude any iure (inciuding fiies) that is man

made in imitation of or as a substitute for naturai bait. Artificiai

iures do not inciude fish eggs or. other chemicaiiy treated or

processed naturai baits or any naturai or man made food, or any

man made iures that have been treated with a naturai or artificiai
2 fish attractant or feeding stimuiant. 7

Bait
Live Flsh

o Sculpins (genus Cottus) may be used iive for bait statewide,
except In waters/iimited to artificial lures and in the/Madison
River between Varney Bridge and Ennis Lake.

o Livecarp, goidfish, sunfish, buiiheads (catfish family), yellow
perch and rainbow smeit may not be used for bait at any ioca-
tion in the state.

o Live fish other than scuipins may not be used for bait except
as provided under Bait (Live) as iisted in the Central {page 20)
and Eastern (pages 32-33) District reguliations.

o Persons fishing in water ciosed to the use of iive fish for bait
may not have [ive bait fish in their immediate possession.
Nongame species may be taken for bait only in waters where
jive fish are aliowed as bait (see Means of Taking, pages 6-7).

Dead Fish ¢
Any fish, or parts thereof, may be used dead as bait if they
have their heads and entraiis removed, or if they have been
preserved or frozen, except in waters limited to artificlal iures
oniy.

Commerclal Balt Fish Selning and Sale of Balt Fish

» Nongame bait fish (except carp, goidfish, sunfish, buliheads
(catfish family), yellow perch and rainbow smeit) may be har-
vested for commercial purposes in accordance with ARM
Section 12.7.201-12.7.206. Any individual taking nongame
fish for sale or commercial distribution must possess acom-
mercial bait fish seining license. Gontact your regionai De-

artment of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks office for a permit and
Flst of waters open to commercial seining.

o Live'bait fish may not be imported into or exported from the
State of Montana for commercial or other purposes.

o Commaerciai bait reguiations are not vaiid on indlan Reserva-
tion Waters—for information contact local tribai officials.

Commerclal Aquatic invertebrate Coliections

Persons wishing to coilect aquatic invertebrates such as
ieeches, crayfish, and aquatic insects for saie or commercial
distribution shouid contact their reglonal Department of
Fish, Wiidiife and Parks office forinformation.

Beaver Ponds

impoundments formed by beaver dams on streams are governed
by the same reguiations that govern the streams.

Boat and Motor Restrictions

e The use of boats Is prohibited or restricted on many waters, A
copy of the Boating Laws and Rules |8 availabie from any Depart-
mentof Fish, Wiidlife and Parks office.

o Notice: When usingany form of araft, boat, or sailboat on Mon-
tana's waters, a personal fiotation device (PFD) must be made
avallabie for ali persons on board. The PFD must be the appropri-
ate size; be In good working order and readily avaliabie to each
person; and be U.S. Coast Guard Approved.

s Ali youth underthe age of 12 years must wear (securely fastened
to their body) a PFD at ail times when in an operated boat.

o The foliowing is a partiai 18t of ruies pertaining to boating and
water safety; otherwaters may.be ciosed as posted.




¢ 12.6.801 BOATING CLOSURES (1) The following waters/

areas will be either.closed as posted or.marked by barrel booms

to the use of all boats or other water craft except in case of res-

cue craft or plant maintenance work:

(a) area/immediately,above and beiow Holter Dam in Lewis and
Ciark County;

(b) area immediately above and beiow,Hauser Dam in Lewis and
Ciark County;

(c) area immediately dbove and beiow Canyon Ferry Dam in
Lewis and Ciark County;

(d) areaimmediately above and below Miiitown Dam'in Missouia

ounty;
(e) %rea immediateiy, above Fiint Creek Dam in Deer Lodge
. County;
(f), areaimmediately above Kerr Dam in Lake County;
{g) aportion of Brown's Lake near.Ovando, Poweii County, during
the time period beginning Aprii 1 and ending July 15.

Allrivers and streams in the following countles east of the Conti-
nental Divide are ciosed to the use of all boats propelied by ma-
chinery of over. 10 horsepower, except for officlal use:

County Exceptlon

Beaverhead ;

Broadwater Missouri downriver from the Broadwater-
Galiatin County iine.

Galiatin ylgksourl downriver from Headwaters State

ark,

Jefferson

Madison

Park Yeilowstone downriver from Highway 89
Bridge, near mouth of Shieids River.

Siiver. Bow

« The following reservoirs and iakes of the state are closed to the
use of all boats propelied by machinery over 10 horsepower, ex-
copt for official use:

Beaver Creek Reservoir Hiii County
Carpenter Lake Lincoin County
South Sandstone Reservoir Faljon County

¢ The foliowing waters are limited to manually-operated boats and
boats powered by electric motors, except for officlal use:

Castle Rock Reservoir Rosebud County
Crystai Lake Fergus County
Gartside Reservoir Richiand County
Helena Valiey

Reguiating Reservoir Lewis & Clark County

o The following waters of the state are closed to ail motor-

propelled water craft, except for officlal use:

Waestern Fishing District
Bearmouth restareapond’ Granite County
Frenchtown Pond Missoula County
Harpers Lake Missouia County
Twin Lakes Ravalii County

Central Fishing District
Arapooish access area
Big Hole River

Blg Horn County

Siiver Bow, Madison, Deer
Lodge, Beaverhead counties
Bighorn River. That portion of the Bighorn
River from Afterbay Dam to the
Big Horn access area, Big Horn

County.
Bozeman Ponds Galiatin County
Forest Lake Meagher County
Park Lake Lewis & Ciark County

Central Fishing District, Continued.. . .

That portion of the Missouri
River from the Burlington North-
ern Raliway Bridge No. 119.4 at .
Broadwater Bay in Great Faiis to
Biack Eagle and that portion of
the Missouri River from the War-
den' Bridge on 10th Avenue
South in Great Falis to the
floater take-out facliity con-
structed near Oddfeiiows Park
at Broadwater. Bay as posted,

Missouri River

Cascade County.
Smith River Cascade County
Spring Meadow Lake Lewis & Ciark County
Eastern Fishing District
Bearpaw Lake Hiil County
Lake Eimo Yeliowstone County
Checking Stations

Anglers and hunters are required to stop as directed at ali desig-
nated check stations on their way to and from flshing and hunt-
ing areas, even if there are no fish or game to be checked.

Children’s Fishing Waters

Waters posted as Chiidren's Fishing Waters are closed to fishing
during the entire year to persons tweive (12) years and oider.

Closed Waters

Ali waters operated by the Department of Fish, Wiidiife and
Parks and U.S. Fish and Wiidiife Service as fish hatcheries and
rearing ponds shaii be closed to fishing at ali times. Water in
which the Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks is operating
fish traps and other special structures shaii be ciosed to fishing
as posted. Certain water suppliy iakes, streams, and hazardous
areas are ciosed as posted.

Fishing Hours
Fishing is aliowed at ail hours during open fishing seasons.

Game Fish

Ali species of the family Saimonidae (chars, trout, saimon, gray-
ling and whitefish); ali species of the genus Stizostedion (sauger
and walleye); ail species of the genus Esox (northern pike and
tiger muskeliunge; ali species of the genus Micropterus (bass);
ali species of the genus Polyodon (paddiefish); aii species of the
family Acipenseridae (sturgeon); the genus Lota (burbot or iing);
and the species ictaiurus punctatus (channei catfish),

ice Fishing

Shelters
o Special reguiations on ice fishing sheiters apply in:
— Bearpaw Lake — Georgetown Lake
— Beaver.Creek Reservoir — Hauser Lake

. — Browns Lake (near Ovando) — Heiena Valiey Reservoir
— Deadmans Basin Reservoir . — Lake Frances
— Echo/Lake{near Anaconda) — Lake Heiena

¢ See ice Fishing Sheiter Reguiations avaliabie from any De-
partment of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks office.
Size of Hole ;
o The maximum size hole that may be cut forice fishing is 144
square inches. This does not apply to waters open to fishing
through the ice with spearor gig.




Indian Reservations

¢ Certain waters on indian Reservations may have speciail ruies.
Tribal permits may. be required. Specific information shouid be
obtained from reservation headquarters.

* The State of Montana and Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes have entered into a cooperative agreement on the Fiat-
head Reservation. Piease check for.fishing reguiations specific
to the Fiathead Reservation. For information caii the Depart-
r2n79r(\)t of Fish, Wildiife and Parks at 752-5501 or the Tribes at 875-

00.

Irrigation Canals and Ditches

Man made irrigation canais and ditches are open year aroundun-
iess shown otherwise under district regulations. Standard Dis-
trict stream iimits apply to irrigation canais and ditches.

Limits

e Dally limit shaii mean the numbers of fish that may, be iegaliy
taken during a calendar day. It is uniawfui to take or possess
more than the daily iimit of fish uniess otherwise specified un-
derdistrict regulations. !

Possession iimit shaii mean the number.of fish which may be in
one person's possession anytime in any form: fresh, stored in

treezers or lockers, salted, smoked, dried, canned/or otherwise

preserved. )

— Refer to district regulations for respective daily and posses-
sion iimits.

— A person fishing on a water may possess oniy a iimit aliowed
for that water.

— To determine iimits, fish may have entraiis removed but must
have their heads and talis attached to their bodies.

Means of Taking

Number of Lines and Hooks
* Oniy asingleiine with up to two hooks, with or without a poie
may be used for fishing uniess otherwise specified in district
reguiations. The poie or iine must be hand heid or in immedi-
ate ocontroi.
Where muitipie lines are ailowed, the totai number of ailowa-
bie lines inciudes hand heid iines, setiines, spears, or other
units of fishing gear.
Hook—A hook is asingie, doubie, or treble point attached to
a single shank, except a iure with muitipie hooks is consid-
ered'a single hook.
® These provisions aiso apply to commerciai whitefish fishing
as provided under district reguiations.
Setlines
¢ Setlines may be used on some waters as specified by district
reguiations. Uniess; otherwise specified a setiine must be
checked by the owner at ieast once every 24 hours.
¢ The owners name and address must be attached to each un-
attended setiine.
» Setiines shall not be attached to Jugs or other free-fioating
:jlevlces except where their use is specified in district reguia-
ons,
Snagging
* Snagging of fish is uniawfui at ail times except paddiefish,
kokanee saimon and nongame fish as provided underdistrict
reguiations, Where snagging is aliowed, any number of
hooks may be used. Snagging is a technique of angiing in
which ahook or hooks are cast, troiied oriowered into the wa-
tefrtz;\‘ndf |mﬁnlpulated to imbed the hook or.hooks into the body
of the fish.

Continued. . .

Means of Taking, Continued.. . . :

Nets and Traps
¢ Landing nets may be used for fanding hooked fish.
o A screen or.a net not'to exceed four (4) feet in iength or width
may be Ysed to take scuipins (Cottus) for bait statewide.
¢ 'In Centrai and Eastern District waters where use of iive fish is
aliowed for. bait, nong?me species (except carp, goidfish,
sunfish, buliheads (catfish famiiy), yeliow perch and rainbow
smeit) may be taken in the foliowing manner:
with seines not to exceed tweive (12) feet in iength and
four (4) feet in width, or
with minnow traps not to exceed eighteen (18) Inches in
iength and ten (10) inches in diameter.
o/ Crayfish for. personal consumption may be taken in traps not
to exceed eighteen (18)inchesn iength and ten (10) inches in
diameter.

National Parks

Certain waters on National Parks may have special rules. Spe:
cific information may be obtained from the headquarters of the

park.

Seasons

Ali dates given are/inciusive dates. Where dates specify anopen
season, fishing is ciosed throughout the remainder. of the year.
An open season |s for aii species uniess otherwise specified.

Wiidlife Refuges

Certain waters on Wiidiife Refuges may have speciai ruies. Spe-
cific information may be obtained from the headquarters of the
refuge invoived.

It is Unlawful

o it Is uniawfui and'a misdemeanor to violate any of the reguia-
tions iisted in this bookiet. i

« To transport or introduce any flsh or viable fish eggs into any wa-
ters;

¢ To refuse to show one's license upon demand;

¢ To refuse to show one's fish upon demand,;

o To ioan or transfer your fishing or hunting license or tags to any

erson;

U po sell game fish except as prescribed by MontanaFish, Wiidiife
and Parks Commission reguiations;

« To Ieave or dump any dead animal, fish, garbage or iitter in or.on
any state or private property where pubiic recreation |s permit-

ed;

To use any carbide, lime, giant powder, dynamite, or.other expio-

slve compounds, or. any corrosive or.narcotic poison or to have

any of'the same In one's possession within one hundred (100)

feat of any streams where fish are found, for.the purpose of stun-

ning or kliling fish;

» To hire or retain an uniicensed outfitter or guide;

To waste any part of game fish suitabie for food.

To operate upon Montana waters a boat which:

— I8 not properiy licensed and numbered with registration card
carried in boat, if motorized (gas or electric);

— is not carrying equipment required by the Montana Water
Safety Law (coples availabie from any Department of Fish,
Wiidlife and Parks office);

— Does not have one serviceabie, Coast Guard approved per-
sonai fiotation device for. each passenger pius one type iV
PFD In boats over 16 feet. Persons under 12 years oid must
wear PFD’s when boat s in'motion and!is less than 26 feet
iong.

hetd
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WESTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Western Fishing District includes all waters in Montana
West of the Continental Divide.

For additlonal informatlon regarding fishing the water, bodies in
this district, piease caii the following reglonai headquarters:
Kaiispell ........... 762-5501
Missoula........... 542-5500
TDD (Teiephone device for. the deaf) 444-1200.

Standard Fishing Seasons
Lakes—Open entire year. Valid fishing iicense required:
Rivers and Streams—Open third Saturday in May through No-
vember 30. Some streams have extended whitefish and catch-

and-reiease fishing for trout from December.through third Satur-
day in May. See exceptions. Vaiid fishing license required.

Ice Fishing— Aii lakes in the Western District are open to use of
2 attended lines with 2 hooks per iine when fishing through the
ice. Vaiid fishing ficense required.

Bow and Arrow—Aiil waters open to angiing are open to bow and
arrow taking of nongame fish. Crossbows are lilegal. Valid fish-
ing iicense required.

Snagging—Aii waters open to angling are open to snagging of
nongame fish. Snagging of saimon s aliowed in waters open to
fishingfrom September 15 through December.except as.noted
under exceptions. Vaiid fishing license required.
Spearlng—Persons swimming or submerged may take non-
game fish by spearing/in most waters open to fishing (note dis-
trict exceptions). Vaiid fishing iicense required.

Standard Dally and Possession Limits

Each angier may take ail of the foilowlng iimits. However, a per-
son may possess oniy the iimit of fish ailowed for. the water on
which they are fishing.

Limit (dally and possesslon)
Rivers
Species & Streams _ Lakes

Limit A — in Any Combination
Brown trout
Cutthroat trout
Golden trout 5 10
Lake trout i
Ralnbow trout
Grayling

Wilderness Limits:

All waters In the South Fork Flathead River drainage from Hungry Horse
Damito the wiildemess botindary and all:Waters v\ylthyuﬁthe otindaries of
tlie Bob Marahall, Great Bear, and Scapegoat Wildermness Areas uniess
otherwise specified underexceptions.

LimitA —in '&_ﬂy.-Comblnatlgi?

Restrictions

Rivers & Streams: only 1 fish
may,exceed 14 inches

Cutthroat trout 3 { Rjvers & Streams: Nojfish
Ralnbow trout  § may exceed 12 inches
Limit(dally and possession)
vers
Specles & Streams  Lakes Restrictions

Buli trout 1 1 An angler must release or kill
immediately all buli trout
caught. it Is uniawfii to pos-
gess a live bull trout.

Brook trout 20 20

Bass 5 5

Northern Pike 15 15 :

Salmon 20 20 Possesslon {imit is 40

Whitefish 100 100 . Inciuding fish taken forsale

Burbot (ling) 5 5

it 1s unlawful to take or, possess any sturgeon of the genus-Acipenser (White
Sturgeon).

Boat and Motor Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on some of the
waters within this fishing district. Piease refer to the boat and
motor restrictions described'on page 3. A compiete description
of ail the boat and motor restrictions can be obtained by contact-
lnf la iicense agent or.any Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks
office.

Angler Alert
Check the district exceptions iisted beiow for.the body of water
youiintend to fish. if the body of water is not found in theiisting
of exceptions, the standard regulations, seasons, and daily/
possession iimits apply.

Western Fishing District Exceptions:

Abbot Lake near Blgfork
o Closed to use of rubber or spring propelled spears.
o Limit: Five (5) bass daily andin possession, only one of which

may exceed 12 inches. June 1 through June 30 catch-and- .

release only for bass,
9




» Catch:and:reiease, artificiai iures only.

¢ Hog Hoie open May 25 through June 30.

* Pond 3 open May 25 through: September 30 to flshing
from fioating non-motorized craft and from north and
west dikes except where posted ciosed.

° i:ll %%nds and canals open August 15 through Septem-

er.30.

Ashiey Creek downstream from Smith Lake
e Open entire year.
Ashley Creek from Thompson Fails public water supply intake to its
source
e Ciosed entire year.
Ashley Lake
o Limit: 35 saimon daiiy and 70 in possession.
Ashley Lake Iniet Tributaries
e Ciosed entire year.
Basin Craek from lower Butte water supply reservoir dam to source,
Including all reservolrs and tributaries
o Closed entire year.
Blg Creek (North Fork Flathead tributary) and all tributaries
s Ciosed entire year.

Bltterroot River \

Missoula
A Fishing Access Site
Lolo
Florence 24, Florence FAS
Poker Joa FAS

Betl Crossing FAS

Victor :
East Tucker FAS

West Tucker FAS
Woodside FAS
Hamiiton

Wally Crawford FAS

M

+ Spacial Limit Area — From Tucker Crossing to Florence Bridgb and
one mile downstream from Darby to Como Bridge.
« Catch-and-release only.for.trout entireyear.
o Artificial lures only except aquatic insects and maggots may
also be used to catch whitefish from December 1 through the
third Saturday in‘May.

Bitterroot Vailey between U.S. 93 and the East Side Highway be-
tween Hamliton and Buckhouse Bridge (ditches, canals and
sloughs)

o Extended northern pike and whitefish season and' catch-and-
release for trout open Decembear 1 to the/third Saturday in May
with aquatic insects, maggols and/or artificial iures only.

Blackfoot River

o Mainstem and ali tributaries (except Clearwater. River down-
stream from Lakeinez fish barrier),

— Limit A: Rainbow and brown trout, three (3) fish, none of
which may exceed 12 inches. Cutthroat and'buii trout, catch-
and-reiease oniy.

+ Extended whitefish'season and catch-and-reiease for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May withiaquatic insects,
maggots and/or artificial iures oniy.

s Open for catching of whitefish for commerciai saie.

Blanchard Lake near Whitefish
 Open to spearing or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice and by persons submerged in the water.
Blue Sky Creek (Kootenai Drainage)
s Open third Saturday in May through July 15,
o Aji buli trout must be reisased.




Bootjack Lake (near Whitefish, T31N, R23W, S26)
o Open'Aprii 1 through November 30,
o Limit A: One (1) trout' daily, and in possession, minimum size
iimit 22 inches, artificial iures only.
Brenneman Slough
* Ciosed entire year to taking of saimon.
Carpenter Lake (Tetrault Lake)
¢ Limit; 20 bass daily and in possession.
Cedar Creek impoundment (Columbia Falls water.supply)
s Ciosed entire year.
Church Slough (Flathead River)
¢ Open year around,
¢ June 1 through June 30, catch-and-reiease oniy. for bass.
¢ Limit: Five(5)bass daily dndin possession, only one may exceed'
12inches:
¢ Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiied spears.
Clarence Creek (Kootenal Drainage)
o Open third Saturday in May through Juiy 15.
e Ajilbuli'trout must be released.
Clark Fork River,
¢ Open to catching of whitefish for commerciai saie.
¢ Anaconda Company Settliing No. 2 Pond spiiiway to Perkins

Lane Bridge

— Limit A: Five (5) trout under. 12 inches or 4 trout under 12
inches and 1 over 20 inches, artificiai iures oniy.

o Miiitown Dam to mouth of Thompson River
— |Llrnhlt A: Five (5) trout, only one of which may exceed 16
nches.
e Anaconda Company Settling Pond No. 2 spiiiway (near Warm

Springs) to mouth of Thompson River.

— Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout
open December 1 to.the third Saturday in May with aquatic
insects, maggots and/or artificiai iures oniy. :

o Mouth of Fiathead River to mouth of Thompson River.
— Open entire year.for northern pike with bait or iures.
» Mouth of Thompson River to idaho Border.
— Open entire year. Lake iimits apply to entire reach.
Clearwater Drainage
e Upstream from Lake inez fish barrier and ali tributaries of the

Ciearwater River.

— Limit A: Rainbow and brown trout, 3 fish, none of which may
exceed 12 inches. Catch-and-reiease only for cutthroat and
buii trout.

e Downstream from Lake inez fish barrier.

— Limit: Ten (10) saimon daliy and 20 in possession. Open for
snagging of saimon September 15 through December when
35 dally and 70 in possession shaii be aiiowed.

Clearwater River downstream from Lake inez fish barrier
¢ Openentire year.
Coal Creek (Norih Fork Flathead tributary) and its tributarles
o Closed entire year.
Deer Creek, tributary to Seeley Lake
¢ Bulitrout, catch-and-reiease oniy.
Donaidson Creek Dralnage, tributary of Lake Mary Ronan
¢ Ciosed entire year.
Echo Lake near Anaconda
¢ Open third Saturday in May.through March 31.
e Limit: Five (5Ltrout (inciuding brook trout).
Echo Lake near.Bigfo
e Limit: Five (5) bass daily and in possession, aonly one of which
may. exceed 12 inches. June 1 through June 30 - catch-and-
release only for bass,
* Ciosed to use of rubber or spring propeiiedispears by persons
submerged in the water.
¢ Open to spearing and gigging of nongame fish and northern pike
through theice.
Elk Creek, tributary to Swan River
e Cjosed entire year.
Emlly Springs, tributary to Georgetown Lake
¢ Open July 1 through November 30.
'-2 Limit for ali trout, including brook trout, is 5.

Fennon Slough (Flatheaq River)
round.
: 8'33?:’(333%5) bass daliy and'inpossession, only.one may exceed
12 inches.

F:sié?(:eﬂr_‘l;ee& whitefish season and catoh-and-release fortroutopen

December 1 to the third |Saturc‘.f'ay in May with aquatic ihsects,
dlor artificjal iures.
Flamgggoga?:aé% (Including 'a‘l:’lalltes anc; streams In the Flathead,
Whitefish drainages,
s-m:.?:\tl?:r',l'esr?(%)al:ae trout under.26 inches or.9 iake trout under 223
Inchesiand one over 38inches may. be keptiniaddition to limit A.
o Limit:50 'l‘ake whitefish.
Flathead Lake
to snagging of saimon.
: g:esr? ?Vlear;/t I:e t¥|ergru:h Nog/gmge.r 30 for. saimon. Limit: Ten (10)
d'20 in possession.
° %alg\: ?hclj:;%:?urday lr? May through March 31 for catchl{\g of
wﬂlteﬂsh forcommerciai'salein nonreservation waters| onhy. o
o Five(5)bass,only 2over 15dlnches and ail bass from 12 inches
15/inches must be released. esntandio
g 9) cutthroat or 2 rainbow trout or 1 of each,
7 };Irg::aumgée)r 28 inches or 91ake trout under 26 inches and one
over365:)n|cr':es. hitefish
o Limit; 50 jake Wk . i
f Flathead Lake at Somers
: liatgn,esrzdaaag gosted from October 1 untii spawn taking is com-

plete.

Flathead River.
d all tributary streams
: lil.a,grt;:aa 3‘73&: rt‘rout under 26 inches or 9 iake trout lé?t?er ztg
jnches and one over 36 inches may, be kept in addition
T %0! ke whitefish
- R e ; $
° Frolr-r.\mc::)nflugnce of North and Middie Forks to Sportsmans
Bridge (State Highway 82) ; A
— fish season and catch-and-reiease
E;teennggge‘r”nhblgw through Aplrll 30with aquatic insects, mag-
rartificial iures only.
— (g)‘:esna{:adégtchlng of whitefish for commercial sale.
' e Kerr Dam
; Tc(".‘:llosed entire year to taking of saimon,
« Fiathead Reservation boundary to mouth
— ar.
— (I?IFr’nelrt‘:—epltvI;e (35/)9 northern pike daily:and in possession, mini-
mum lengg\ 24 Inc};::.
n Reserva
Fla"I"\Eiebaatl’ :ﬂﬂl‘:\g permit is necessary on Reservation waters.
o Check at Tribai Headquarters for.speoific information. nodiel
Flower Creek and its araﬂclal Impoundments from Power
Its source, excll_udlng natural'lakes.
tire year.
F.re(d?gz?rdl.e'a?(e (P’l’\?llpsburg water supply, Granite County)
d entire year.
F.reg:::tel Creek Dzalnage. tributary to Lake Mary Ronan
¢ Closed enlt-l;: year.
Qeorgetown Lake i
turday in May through March 31 excep
: L—ak'lehoep:gt}rr:rgnsdaeasghorellneh is %Iose? rot% fAsphr:mg tf:iml;hf
ithin 100 yards of the shore | ’
?rr‘\grglg;:d area extends fI;Oﬂ.l aa r;‘)glr:\; r?t?gr{;ggn“glet?\te c;fh :)hrg
) t Marina, easterly t!
E\ec?ttjg?nsgpgtl:}an Mifl éay in Its entirety, to a point 200 yards
north of the mouth of the North Fork Fiint Creeléi et
— Tributarles to Georgetown Lake (N. Fork Flint Cree stuan
Milil Creek, Hardtia Creek and Emily Springs) open July
through November 30.
o Limit forall trout, including brook trout, I8 5.

» No dally or possession fimit for saimon.
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Goat Creek (Swan Rl e
* Ciosed entire yea:“ Hibften)

Qranit: '
an e Creek (M_Idcllle Fork Flathead River tributary) and lte tributar-

* Ciosed entire year,
Hardtla Creek, tributa
ry to Geo| "
: apen Julya through Novemrbg:r'gg{n Loke (
mit for.ail'trout, inciuding brook trout, is 5.

Haskiil Cre t
sl ek and tributaries from Whitefish public water. Intake to

e Closed entire year.
Herrig Creek, tributary to Little Bitterroot Lake

* Ciosed entire year.
l-l.orcsgssg%etuka nefar Ferndale .
0 Use o -
U ek r:;u;tr:er or.spring-propelied spears.

* Wiiderness Limits apply —
"'.“W%:r:;“ l?-?s?{volg ybut asﬂe:szldemess Limits — Limit A.
88 Limits apply — See Wil
Job Corps Ponds (E'i of 7, TN, AOW Daoy Rl il
A ponds open August 15 through September.30 2
s atch-and-release, artificial jures only. ;
¢ éer Creek (Kootenal Drainage)
pen third Saturday in May through July 15
¢ Alibuli'trout must be reieased. '
Kootenal River (also see Libby Dam)

* Open entire year, except David Thompson Bridge to Haui Bridge

{Rereg Bridge A
o 15togM ayt:téfment T30N R30W $10) is closed to fishing

¢ From Libby Dam to idaho Bord
— Open 't th
: wﬁ hird Saturday in May. through March 31 for catching of

itefish for co
ite commercial sale , except ciosed as specified

Lake Alva

¢ Limit: Ten (10]
Lake Blalne n(ear)lgzlllr: on"dally gncinipossession:

* Closed
Vi touse of rubber or spring-propejled spears.

o Limit: Te
e cg:: ‘g g) salmon dally and in possession.

e Ciosed to burbo

February.
e
en third Saturday.in May throu
gh March 185.
¢ June 1through June 30, catch-and-reiease ggly for bass,

* Saimon snagging allowed Oc
¢ t 30
Limit: Ten (10) saimon dally and gg?rr\ ;gstshergglgl;l"November )

t (ling) fishing February 1 through' iast day!in

sra el axcept dur|
alloa/ge d.g ason when 20 saimon dally and 40 in possegslon Lnrg
® Ciosed tou

Libby Oreor |28 O rubber or spring:propelled spears.

* Extended whitefish season

| _ andcatch-and- i
g‘eat;egrg::se; 1 d}o the third Saturday in May v'fu't?fggfﬁhtcmu"t T
of nd/or artiticial iures only. Loty

Libby Da

* Fishing from boats or other |
; oating craft is pro
to ::lmngfr? m Libby Dam approximately !500pyahrd|?;'tie;JI o
ompson Bridge as posted. Wnstream

e Structure as
froaspllléﬂay?oswd and the buoyed area immediately upstream
— Closed entire year,
L:og g;%%k::tl"ular; to éwan River
Lion Lake e
* Open to spearing or. giggin

through the ioe ey 190! g of northern pike and nongame fish

Lite Bittrroot Lake Y persons submerged In the water.
® Limjt A: Ten
Littio Blackloot pnyer- -t oY 1 over 22 inches,

* Extended whitefish season and catch-and

December 1 to the third Saturday. in May

-release fortrout open
14 maggots and/or artificial jures only.

with aquatic insects,

RS
!
Lodgepole Cre.ek(Mldd{e Fo
utarles :
o Closed entire year.
I.ong Creek (Mlddie Fork Flathead River tributary) and its tributaries
o Ciosed entire year.
Loon Lake (Highway 2 East)
¢ Closed touse of rubber or spring-propelied spears.
Loon Lake near. Ferndale
¢ Closed touse of rubber.or spring:propeiled spears.
Lower Stiliwater. Lake _
» Open to spearing or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice only.
Lower Thompson Lake :
o Limit-A: Ten (10) trout, only 1'over 22 inches.
s June 1 through June 30, catch-and-release oniy for bass.
-« Closed to use of.rubber.or spring-propelied spears.
Medicine Lake near Philipsburg
o Open July 1 through April.
Medicine Lake Tributarles: -
o Open July 1 through November 30.
Metcalf Lake
o Open April 1 through November 30.
o Limit A:One (1) trout daily andin posgsesslon, size must exceed
22 inches, artificiai lures oniy.
Middle Fork Flathead Dralnage {Ail streams within the wiiderness)
» Wilderness Limits appiy — See Wilderness Limits — Limit A,
Middie Fork Fiathead River
« Extended whitefish.season and catch-and-release fortrout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects,
maggots and/or artificial jures.
« Closed entire year to taking of saimon.
Middie Thompson Lake
o Limit A: Ten (10) trout, oniy. 1 over 22 inches.

« June 1 throughJune 30, catch-and-release oniy for bass.

e Closed to use of rubber.or spring-propelied spears.

Morrison Creek (Middie Fork Fiathead River tributary) and its tribu-
taries :

e Ciosed entire year.

Mughy Lake near Fortine
¢ Cjosed to use of rubberor spring-propelied spears.
No Tellum Lake

o Open Apriil1 through November 30.

o Limit A: One (1) trout daily andiin possession, size must exceed
22 inches, artificialliures oniy.

North Fork Fiathead River

o Extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects,
maggots and/orartificiai jures.

o Ciosed entire year to taking of saimon.

« U.S./Canadian border.downstream to Polebridge.

— Limit A: Five (5) cutthroat or rainbow trout under 12inches, or
under 12 inches andi1.over.20inches, artificial iures only.

North Fork Flint Creek, tributary to Georgetown Lake.

» Open July'1 through November 30,

o Dally iimit for ali trout, inciuding brook trout, is 5.
Noxon Raplds Reservolr

o' June 1through June 30, catch-and-release oniy for bass.
0'Brien Créek from Troy city water intake to a polnt one-fourth mile
upstream as posted
i's’ Cioded entire year.
Peterson Lake near BI%fork

o Closedito use of rubber.or spring-propelied spears.

o Limit: Five 55) bass dally and in‘possession, only one of which
may exceed 12 inches. June 1 through June 30 — catch-and-
release only for bass.

Rlacid Creek, tributary to Placid Lake.
o Limit: Bull trout, catch-and-release only.
e Limit: Ten (10) saimon daliy and in possession. Open for snag-
lnF of salmon September 15 through December 31 when
aily and 70 in possession are allowed.
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Placid Lake and tributarles
¢ Limit: Ten (10) saimon daliy and'in possession. Open for snag-
ging of salmon September 15 through December 31 when 35
dally.and 70 In possession are aliowed.
Quartz Creek (Kootenal dralnage)
'® Open third Saturday in May through July,15.
® Ali buil trout:must be released.
Rattlesnake Creek
¢ Upstream from mouth of Beeskove Creek
— Open entire year, Catch-and-reiease with artificiai iures only.
* Rattlesnake Creek and tributaries from Missouia water supply.
dam of Mountain Water Company.to mouth of Beeskove Creek
— Closedentire year,
Rock Creek from Its mouth to mouth of West Fork Rock Creek
° Artlfécllal iures only except angiers 14 years and younger may
use bait.
® Limit A: Three (3) trout perday under.12inches or 2 trout under12
inches and 1 over.20 inches,
¢ Extended whitefish season and catch-and:release for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May. with aquatic insects,
maggots and/or artificial iures only:
e Glosedto flshing from boats Juiy 1.through November 30,
Rogers Lake spawning iniet.
e Closed entire year,
Saimon Lake and tributaries
® Limit: Ten (10) saimon dally and in possession. Open for snag-
ging of saimon September 15 through December 31 when 35
saimon daily and 70 in possession are aliowed,
Seeley Lake
* Limit: Ten (10) saimon dally and in possession. Open for snag-
ging/of. saimon September. 15 through December 31 when 35
saimon daily and 70 in possession are aliowed.
South Fork Flathead Drainage (aill waters urstream from Hungry
Horse Dam inciuding Hungry Horse Reservoir)
* Wilderness Limits apply — See Wilderness Limits/— Limit A.
South Fork Flathead River
* Closed entire year to taking of saimon.
* Upstream from Hungry Horse Dam.
— Wiiderness Limts apply — See Wiiderness Limits — Limit A.

¢ Downstream from Hungry Horse Dam to “Deviis Eibow" as
posted.

— Closed entire year.
* From Meadow Creek bridge to Spotted Bear footbridge:
— Artifictailiures only.
— Limit A: cutthroat trout, catch-and-reiease only.
Spencer Lake
* Open Aprii 1 through November 30.

* Limit A:One (1) trout dallyand in possession, size must exceed
22 inches, artificlal iures only.

Squeezer Creek (Swan River tributary)
¢ Closed entire year,
Stahl Creek (Kootenal Dralnage)
¢ Open third Saturday In May'through July 15. All buli trout must
be released.

ﬂl'::awaler River from mouth of sdnday Creek to lower Stiiwater

® Open entire year.
o Stlliwater River and ail tributarles
— 10 lake/trout under 26 inches or 9 lake trout under 26 inches

and 1 over 38 inches may be kept in addition to Limit A,
— Limit: 50 iake whitefigh,

Stuart Mili Creek, tributary to Georgetown Lake
° OpenJuly 1through November 30,

o Daity limit for aliitrout, inciuding brook trout, is 5,
Swan Lake

e Limit: 50 salmon daiiy and 100in possession.
¢ Closed to use of rubber.or. spring propeiied spears.
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Swan River -
wnstream to Swan Lake
: P—lpflrrsl?:':‘ ggg%?adn%-rgiease for ralnbow and cutthroat trout,
artificial luresioniy.
¢ From Swan Lake to Bigfork-Dam R S
ish season and catch-and-reieas
20 Exzer\ndoggﬂt')?rff to the third Saturday in May with aquatic
Inpsects. maggots and/or.artificlai iures only.
¢ From Bigfork Dam to Fiathead Lake
— Closed entire year to taking of saimon;
« Downstream from Electric Avenue Brldgel
— FlatheadiLake iimits.and seasons apply.
Te"l[rl-:ltze 50 saimon dallyLar'\(d)1 00in possession.
ke (Carpenter Lake|
T?"Lallrlril}tl:-;o b(ass daiiy and in possession. ;
el -and-reiease for.trout open
season andcatch-and-r
; Si?ennqnggmh{??h? third Saturday in May with aquaticiinsects,
maggots and/or artificial iures oniy.
T o -release for troutopen
h season and catch-and-reiea
; E:t:er‘rgggxh{?{lr\se third Saturda)‘ in May with aquatic Insects,
rtificial iures only.
m{'nggg::sw%ﬁ:ﬁ;aak) and ts tributaries downstream from mouth
of Thoma Creek
s Ciosed entire z::;.
UP ‘:)e;;esr:':c')w:;ggrlng or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice L:r':ley.
son
T Lo oo S
. hJune 30, c -and-
* ‘élllgge:dt{:)r?:gg of rubber’or spring-propeiled spears.
Upsata Lake
e Bass catch-and-reiease only,
rk Quartz Creek (Kootenai Drainage)
Viesgpl:c:‘ th?Fa Saturdag in hlﬂ?ays ter:’roug_h Juiy 15,
o rele !
Wh,:lllebglletergu(tNrgg?‘t F:rk Flathead tributary) and its tributaries
downstream from Whaie Creek Falis
s Ciosed entire year,
vihglegls:':il;s?re year to snagging of salmon. Limit: Ten (10) salmon
daiiy.and 20 in possession. R A
ut under 26 inches or.9 lake trou
; 223(11 %)vlgl"( gglrr)\ches may be kept in addition to Limit A.

g hitefish. :
V\;ht-lig;ll;hsgllva:refmm Whitefish Lake to Montana State Highway 40
brldc();e. tire year.

e Openen ;

' tenal Drainage)

Vil%vz;p;r\:g.rr(elfggse only for ali trout, artificial lures only.
Wiidiife Management Ponds—

* See “Job Corps Ponds
Woods Lake

ugh November 30.
: 3’3&? ::pcr)l:‘; ?11 ;ct’m%t daily and in possession, size must exceed
ificiai'lures only.

YouzﬂzgI ztiggzktar;:)ﬂtary to Lake Koocanusa) and Young Creek Bay as
posted

o Closed entire year.
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Judith
: Basip

\

Lake L . ntire ear.‘ G
Iﬁ?\:(:rz am? g?rr:a:ms --y Open third Saturday in May through
November 30. S
— iers may, use setiines in those waters ope

g:tlllllr'\'gaflshlﬁg gs specified under exceptltons. Unattended seg
iines must be clearly identified wltl'ln o\gner 's complete name an

| s fishing iicense required.

g%?nre::d\f\aggw - Agll waters open to angling are open }o vb?lvé
and arrow taking of nongame fish. Crossbows are lilegal. Val

required.
g:';g}?u':':e—mfu s\?aters open to.angling are opento snagging of
nongame fish. Valid fishing license required. A
Spearing — All' waters open to angling are open to taking o !
ame fish/and burbot with rubber or spring-propelied spear by

gersons swimming or submerged. Valid fishing llcense! re-

quired.

o ke ali of the following ilmits. However, a per-
Eg:hmaar;glers?:zst ?)nly the limit atiowed for the water on which

they are fishing.

Central Fishing District includes all waters in Montana ly-
Ing East of the Continental Divide, (Including the Belly and

St. Marys Drainages) and waters lying West of the following
described boundary.

interstate 15 from the Montana-Canadian border south to North-
west Bypass Junction near Great Fal is, then east on sald Bypass to
Smeiter Avenue, then east on Smelter Avenue to 15th Street, then
southon sald street to north bank of Missouri River, then east aiong
high water mark of the Missouri River to Black Eagle Dam, then
across sald dam/and following high water mark along the south
bank of the Missouri River, then easterly to State Route 80 at Fort
Benton; then southeasterly alang State Route 80 to its junction
with State Route 81, then easterly.on State Route 81 to Its junction
with U.S. Highway 191, then northeasterly aiong U.S. Highway 191 to
its jJunction with State Route 19, then south on State Route 19 to its
junction with U.S. Highway 87, then south on U.S. Highway 87.to Its
junction with U.S. HIgJ;away 12, thén west on U.S. Highway, 12 to its
Junction with State Route 3, then south on State Route 3'to its junc-
tion with interstate 90, then easterly and southerly on interstate 90
tothe first crossing of the Littie Bighorn River, then southerly aiong

:3hem| west bank of the Littie Bighorn River tothe Montana-Wyoming
order.

For additional information re arding| fishing the water bodies in
this district, piease cali the foi owing regional headquarters:

Great Fails. .. ....... 454-3441
Bozeman....... ... .894-4042
Blitings ............ 252-4854

TDD (Teiephone device for the deaf) 444-1200.

Limit (daily and possesslon)
Rivers

Species & Streams  Lakes Restrictions
Limit A — in Any Combination

Sl Rivers & Streams: oniy 1 fish
gg}mr:xta::;?ut 5 10 may exceed 18 inches

Lake trout
Rainbow trout

Grayiing
WIIMQM Limite:

! 1 ! d Scape-
W § undariés of the Bob Marshall, Great Bearan
::g::evﬂl’lrdeeﬂtehsi: it\r::n%our?lesa otherwies specified under.exceptions.

3 Rivers & Streams: No fish

Limit A'==iIn _ﬂ@n.y c'o_mblnalslnn
ﬁﬁﬁ'&?ﬁ"ﬁa’%‘i } mayexceed 12/inches
gl Catch:and-Releads
Grayiing : Pt
Limit (daily and possession)
ivers
Species & gl::ame Lakes Restrictions
Brook trout’ 20 2(51
6
8
:::cerﬁﬂalla?e 5 B jn any combination
hern Pike 10 10 |
'?-‘i::r :‘ihsﬂeilungp 1 1/ 30inch minimum size
moniii i A0 10 |
:Iiﬁ;?ah i 1100 100 ' |nciuding fishtaken for.sale

d

ome waters for catfish, burbot (ling), sturgeon an

12:':3:: e'a:g:?t]r%t;s ?nnaglmum weight sturgeo'n (genus Scaphirhynchus)
may be taken is 16 pounds.

‘I’:rl‘siot:‘nliwayful 1o take or possess a Paliid Sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus aibus) of

any size.




|
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* Scuipins (genus Cottus) may beused for live bait in'aii waters of
the Central District except in waters iimited to artificial iures and
the Madison River between Varney. Bridge and Ennis Lake,

¢ Live nongame fish [except caap, goidfish, sunfish, buitheads
(catfish family), yeliow/perchiand rainbow smeit] may be used for
bait only in the following waters:

— Bighorn Lake and Afterbay Reservoir

— Bighorn River—Afterbay Dam to cabie 800 feet downstream
andbeiow Bighorn Access Area.

— Clarks Fork Yeilowstone River—downstream from bridge at
Bridger.

— Marias River.

— Muddy Creek Drainage near Vaughn including all streams
and drainage canais.

— Streams: and d|tches in the Yeliowstone River Drainage
downstream of the mouth of the Clarks Fork (except for asec-
tion of the Bighorn River).

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on some of the
waters within this fishing district. Please refer to the boat and
motor restrictions described on page 3. A complete description
of all the boat and motor restrictions can be obtalned by.contact-
Ir;?' alicense agent orany Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
office.

Montana Stream Access Law

Under.the Montana Stream Access Law, rivers and streams capabie
of recreational use may be so used by the pubiic up to the ordinary
high water marks. Aithough Montanalaw glves sportsmen the right
to pursue water-based recreationai activities within the high water
marks of rivers and streams, it does not give recreationists the right
to enter posted lands bordering those streams or to cross private
iands to gain access to streame.

The success or. faliure of the law: hinges on the behavior. of iand-
owners and recreationists. We emphasize the need for. cooperation
and mutual respect.

Recreationists are urged to obtain more detaiied information from
any Department of Fish, Wiidlite and Parks office.

Montana Tllespass Law

Montana's trespass law states that a member of the pubiic has the
privilege to enter or remain on private iand by the explicit permis-
sion of the landowner or his agent, or by the faiiure of the iandowner
to post notice denying entry onto the iand.

itis the responsibiiity of the recreationist to determine whether pri-
vate lands are posted. if iands are posted, it is the recreationist’s
responsibliity, to obtain permission from landowners before recre-
ating on these lands. Recreatlonists are urged to obtain more de-
ta}lflled information from any Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks
office.

Check the district exceptions listed below for the body. of water
you/Intend to fish. If the body of water is not found in the listing
of exceptions, the standard regulations, seasons, and dalily/
possession limits'apply:

Alder Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)
* Open entireiyear for brook trout.
Alder Guich Creek and dredge ponds mouth to Virginia City
e Open entire {edar.
Antelope Butte Lake (see Ostie Reservolir)
Armstrong Spring Creek
e Open entire year.
o Artificial flies and iures only
s Catch-and-reiease only.
Arod Lakes (see Eyraud Lakes)
Axoloti Lakes
o Limit A: five(5) trout.
o Catch-and:release only for grayiing.
Badger Creek Dralnage near Heart Butte, within Nationai Forest
¢ Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches. x
Beaverhead River
o Limit A: Three (3) trout, only 1 over 18 inches andoniy 1 rainbow
trout.
e Ciark Canyonh Dam to Pipe Organ Bridge ;
— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
¢ Downstream from Pipe Organ Bridge
— Open entire year. :
Belt Creek below bridge at Riceville
* Openentire year:

IBlg Hole River
A Fishing Access Site

‘p\. Dickie Bridge

fg-. Pivide Dam
Wlse' !
o River. A veiose Bridge
o(\\'\ao" Wisdom -
ool I win
s Bridges
Jackson &
&
Exceptions

¢ Entire river'and ali tributaries
— Catch-and-reiease oniy. for grayiing.
— Brook trout limit, 20 fish.
— Whitefist limit 100.

¢ Tributaries upstream from Divide Dam
— Open entire year for.brook trout.

Blg Lake Creek (Bilg Hole Dralnage)
¢ Open entlre year for brook trout.
Blg Spring Creek (Lewistown)
¢ Open entire'year.




d Afterbay Reservolr. :
Bo'gl'.'l"(’ﬂﬂl't:Lgllgf(el?“wal leye, syauger and bass in any.combination.

8. :
: 3:‘3? gll,l(n(lel) lasttended iines, with one (1) hook per line allowed

through theiice only.

rélghom River

Two Leggins FAS

Diversion Dam
(Dangerous)

SECONDARY IMPROVED HIGHWAY

Saint Xavier

Bighom Lake A Fshing Access Site (FAS)

Ef?ﬁgr%'g/ Dam to cabie 600 feet downstream and beiow Bighorn
Access Area.

— r, ;
- lc.’l'la't"nalrt‘ g?g{sey?% trout oniy 1 of which may be over 18 inches
1

and only one (1) of which/may be rainbow tro__ut.

dison River)
k Sands Spring Creek (tributary to South Fork Ma
B-m(c)pen June '1’5 through November,30.
Blugwater C:t?e';ear
o Open entire A
Rlver near Big Timber
B.o ?Elgarre dralnaige (In%li‘fﬂlng tributaries)
— re year. )
o Llri1cl)tp::n T?»;g (P] rou’ﬁ lci:ml ?J\e may be over 13 Inches.
o Naturai Bridge to 2 Mile Bridge T
— -and-release oniy for rainbow.trout, artificlal ;
Bouldgaitlf:'e?rr‘lear Cardwell, mouth to bridge four airline miles up:
stream in T2N R3W §24
in May.through September 30.
B.og?:;‘nt?ls?usrggjurd:{ Creealgl from glly water supply Intake to a
point 1,000 feet ups?ream as posted

B?Il?lgg:g%nrtelg?()(?r?gutary to Hidden Lake, Madison Dralnage)

‘third Saturday.In June through November. 30.
B.ul? reenekh(Blg Hole D¥alna e near Jackson)
+ Open entire year for brook:trout.

B.y '3';?35 g?\?llrvear to fishing with up to two'(2) lines with two (2)

hooks per iine, exceptthat six(6) lines with two (2) hooks periine
may be used to fish throughiice.

Canyon Ferry Dam Structure
] gloseFd as %osted. i’
Canyon Ferry Reservol : ainE)at
ing allowed through the ice only with up
; ts:er:gre\g :‘)lrs Enrll t:nded lines w?th up to two (2) hooks periine.

|
|

¢ i

Clark Canyon Reservolir
¢ Limit A: Five'(5) trout.
* Springs entering reservoir at South end, near Red Rock River.

Tl T o) o ling) dally and |
e Limit: Ten urbo ally’and in possession.
Clarks Fork Yellowstone ‘ilver &
* Open entire year.
* Downstream from bridge at Bridger
— Setiine fishing aliowed entire year.with up to six (8) attended
or unattendbd iines with up to'six (8)hooks per line.

Ciitf Lake (MadlBon River Drainage)

¢ Limit A: Five (5) trout.

| Cougar Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservoir)

* OpenJune 15 through November 30.

Cuiver Pond (Widow's '00l) (Beaverhead County)

¢ Open July 15 through Se?iember 30, artificiai'lures onlg.

o Limit: Four(a?(broo trout under 12 inches and 1 over 18 inches.
Cut Bank Creek downstream of Biackfeet indian Reservation
boundary in T33N, R6W, S2

¢ Open entire year,

Dalley Lake (Yellowstone River Drainage)

s Limit A: Five(5)trout.

Darlington Ditch{( arllnq'gon Spring Creek) on Cobblestone Fishing
Access Site (near Three orksf

® Open entire year.

e Catch-and-release for trout and grayling.

o Artificialllures oniy.

Deadman’s Basin Reservoir
» Salmon snagging aliowed through ice oniy. The snaggingiimit is
35 salmon daliy and 70 {n possession.
Dearborn River downstream from Highway 434 Bridge
* Extended whiteflsh season and catch-and-reiease only for trout
from December 1'to third Saturday in May.
Deep Creek near Wise River (Big Hole Drainage)
® Open entire year for brook trout.
Dickens Lake (Sun River Game liam;ek'I

¢ Open third'Saturday in May through November 30,
Diverslon Lake (Sun River Drainage)

o Limit A: Five (5) trout, catch-and-reiease only for grayiing.
Duck Cresk (tributary to Hebgen Reservolir)

* Open June 15 through November 30.

East Fork Hyalite Creek

® Open third Saturday.in July through November 30,
East Fork LaMarche Creek (Bfg Hole Drainage)

* Open entire year for brook trout.

East Gallatin River downetream from the mouth of Bozeman (Sour-
dotgh) Creek

* Open entire year.

Elk Lake (Beaverhead County)

o Limit A: Five (5) trout.
Eyraud(Arod) Lakes

® Open entirelyear to fishing with up to two (2) iines with two (2)

hooks per line except that six (6) iines with two (2) hooks per iine
may be used to fish through the ice.

* Spearing or glgging northern pike and nongame fish open

through the ice oniy, 7
Fairground Pond, Helena
e Chlidren's fishing water, see Eage 5.
FerEuson Lake (T1N/R12W S31, Big Hole River Dralnage)
¢ Limit'A; Five|(s) trout.
Foolhen Lake (T1N R12W S29, Big Hole River Dralnage)
e Limit A: Five (6) trout.
Gallatin River
® Open entlre year.
¢ Yellowstone Park to East Galiatin River,
— Closed'to fishing from boats.
Gll)I?I" l'|Itn :sg{vo}g)t t, catch-and-rei ly f li
¢ Limit A: Five (6) trout, catch-and-release only for grayiing.
QGoose Lake'(Madison County) ang
* Open third Saturday in June through November 30.
® Limit A: Five (5) trout.

Qovernor.Creek (Blg Hole Dralnage)

ren entire year for brook trout.
ing Creek (tributary tolHebgen Reservoir)
* Open'June 15 through November.30.
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Harrison (Willow Creek) Reservolr (Madison County)
o Limit: Five (5) trout, only.one over 18inches.
o Wiliow Creek arm, as posted
— Open third Saturday in May through February.
Hauser Dam structure and adjacent water as posted.
¢ Closed entire year. ;
Hauser Lake (inciudes Canyon Ferrr tallwater)
e Limit; Ten ‘10)trout and saimon In combination
o Five (6) walleye, only one of which may exceed 20'inches.
« Setline fishing aliowed throu h the loe oniy with up to slx (6) at-
tended or unattended iines w th up to two (2) hooks per line.
Haypress Lakes (Madison Coun18

o Lower Lake — Limit A: Three )trout

e Middie Lake — Catch-and-release, artificiai lures only.

o UpperLake — Catch-and-release, artificiai lures only.

Hebgen Reservolr

o Limit A: Five (6) trout.

Helena Valley Regulating Reservoir

0 ORen for salmon snag&lng September 1 through October 31
when the iimit shall be 35 saimon dally and 70 in possession,

s Open to setline fishing through theice only with uE to three (3)
attended or unattended iines with up to two (2) hooks per line.

Hidden Lake (Madison County)
s Open thir Saturday in June through November.30.
o Limit A: Five (5z-tarout.

Hidden Lake (Our Lake - Teton Countyz
o Limit A: Three (3) trout, no slze limit.

Holter Reservolr

o Open entire year.

o Limit A: Ten{10) trout and salmon in any combination except all
brown trout must be released.

o Waileye: Three|(3) under 18 inches and 1 over 24 inches. All wall-
aye between 18 and 24 inches must be released.

(3 Av" waters between American Bar Guich (located ap roximately
4’8 miles downstream from Hauser Dam - T12N R3W S11) and
Hoiter Dam are consjdered Holter Reservoir. (lake) for the pur-

oses of flshln? reguiations,

o Setiine fishing hrough the Ice only:with up to six (6) attended or
unattended iines with up to two (2} hooks per line.

Howell Creek.(Big Hole Dralnage near Wisdom)

» Open entire year for brook trout.

Hyalite Creek

¢ See Middie Creek; East Fork Hyalite Creek, and West Fork Hya:

iite Creek.

Hyalite Reservolir
o Limit A: Five () fish, oniy.one of which may be a graylln?.
indlan Creek, Sheridan from city water supply Intake to a point 1 ,000
feetupsiream as posted.
o Ciosed entire year.
intake Reservolr, Glacler Park Hotel Company water supply
o Closed entire year.
Jacobson Creek
o Limit A: Catch-and-reiease only for cutthroat trout
o Artificiaillures oniy.
Jefferson River
¢ Open entire year. :
o Limit'A: Five (5) brown trout with only 1 over 18inches.
o Catch-and-reiease.only. for rainbow trout.
Kiyo Lake (Pondera County)
o Limt A: Three 33) trout, no size limit.
LaMarche Creek (Blg Hole Dralnage)
o Open entire year for brook trout.
Lake Francis
o Around water suppiy outietas posted
— Closed entire year.
o Except portion closed as posted
— Open entire year to flshing with up to two (2) attended or unat-
tended itnes with up to two(2) hooks per i\ne, except through
theice when up to six (8) lines with up to two (2) hooks per.iine
may be used.
— Spearing or glggln? northern pike, walleye, sauger, burbot
(ling) and nongame ish openthrough the ice only.
Lake Helena
o Open to setline flshlnq throu?h the ice only with up to six (6) at-
tended or unattendedlines with up to two 2)hooks periine:

LR RN s b e A E A Sreieel N ekt : ||
Lightning Creek (Absaroka Beartooth Wiide : : .
L;“%pgp' &t‘g%st 1 télroukgl':’November 30, meee)
} ear Cree
s.legen, T:halﬁ g‘w’ o (downstream from interstate Bridge near.
pen third Saturdayin May, through Labor Day.

o Upstream from the Interstgte Brlc?ge e

Lym_ano :aene}(hlradoiggn;da in Ma'through November.30:
3 n froi

i L pLle e ot er:; city water. supply intake to a point

¢ Ciosed entire year.

Madison ﬁlver
Three Forks

A Fishing Access Site

Norris Bridge Open To Flshing From Boats

Ennis Lake Closed To Fishing From Boats

En
nis -

A
Vamey <&
Bridge

=& Open To Fishing From Boats

McAttee Bridge
Ciosed To Fishing From Boats
Quake Lake

Lyon Bridge

—
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK BOUNDARY
Hebgen Lake

Seasons and Limits
. Entgechadlsgn l:!lver
— Catch-and-reiease oniy for grayiing,
. Yellowes'tlosnaet lr;latlon?lMParK bft:gndgry tgo Hebgen Lake
— ] rday of Memoriai Da
g (? Standarﬂ AL y weekend through November
s Hebgen Lake to Quake Lake
— Open entire year.
— Standg_rd iimits apply.

)] |

« Varney Bridge to Ennis Lake

— Open third Saturday in May through February.

— ‘S_ﬁ#:{:}{\as%ot allo:ved for bait.

— : 5 brown:trout per.day, only. 1 of:which i

inches, all rainbow troﬂt mugt be lyele‘gseg.ic may oxcesd 182

¢ Ennis Dam to the mouth

— Open entire year.

— Standard Limits appiy.

B.ogln R?_stkrlcgons
uake Lake Outiet to Lyon Brid
— Cilosedto fishing frgm boatsg.e *
* Ennis Bridge to Ennis Lake
— Ciosed'to fishing from boats.

Magas Rlvez|
e Open entire year including setiine fishing with up to six (6) at-
tended or.unattended iines wit
McDonaids Pond (Beaverhead Col?nl‘pgo i ?6) e
o OpenJuly 15 through Septemberg artificiai lures only.
o Limit ?éek'}fi wnrgrggw kt)rout over 20 inches n fength,
k ek), near. Bozem
intake to a point 1,000 feet ufsstream as p::ter:m chty watorBueRY
e Ciosed entire year.
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Midvale Creek from intake of Glacler Park Hotel Company water.
supgly to park boundary
e Closedentire year.
Mili Cresk near Sherldan

¢ Open entire year.
Miner.Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)

e Open entire year for brook trout.
Missourl River L

¢ Downstream from Three Forks
— Open entire year.

e Toston Dam structure as posted
— Closed entlire year.

¢ Just below Canyon Ferry Dam as posted
— Ciosed entire year; Hauser L.ake iimits appiy in Canyon Ferry

tatlwater area.

o Waters from Hauser Dam downstream approximately 4.6 miles
to American Bar Guich (Tii2N R3W S11) are'considered Missouri
River. for.the purpose of fishing regulations.

e Hausgr.Dam downstream to Hoiter'Dam
— Catch-and-reiease oniy for brown trout,

o Hoiter Dam, abutment and spiiiway structures beiow the dam
— Closed entire year,

* Hoiter Dam to Cascade Bridge
— :.Iml':t A: May inciude only 1 brown trout, minimum length 22

nohes.

¢ Between bridges at Cralg and Sheep Creek
— Open to spear fishing for whitefish with rubber or sprln?-

?ropelled spears by person swimming or submerged. Lim
ive (5) whitefish daliy.

o Hoiter Dam to Biack Eagie Dam
— Open entire year for commerciai whitefish fishing.

Musselsheli River (downstream from confluence of North and
South Forks)
s Open entire year.
Neison Spring Creek
¢ Open entire year.
¢ Catch-and-release only, artificial iures only.
Newlan Creek Reservolr
e Limit A: Five (5) trout.
North Fork Big Hole River

» Open entire year for whitefish and brook trout.

Nc;rth Fork Birch Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National For-
es

s Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.

goﬂhtFOfk Dupuyer. Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within Natlonal
ores!

e Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 Inches.

North Fork Sun River

¢ Limit A: Three|(3) trout, oniy.1 may exceed 12 inches

¢ Catoh;and-releage only for graylln%

No'rth Fork Teton River Drainage near Choteau, within/Natlonai For-
es
e Limlt A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches. i
North Willow Creek, Harrison from Highiway 287 bridge to Willow
Creek Reservolr

s Open third Saturday in June through November 30.
Norweglan Creek . :

e Open third Saturday in June throu%h November. 30.

0'Brien Creek.above Nethart public water intake

o Ciosed entire year.

Ostle Reservolr(Antelope Butte Lake, Teton Coumg&

o Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

Otter Lake, Madlson Coun‘t'y
s Open third Saturday In June through November 30.
o Limit A: Five (5) trouit,
Our Lake (See Hidden Lake — Teton County)
Patiengail Creek (Blg Hole Dralna?e)

e Open entlreyear for brook trout.
Pintler Creek (Big Hole Drainage)

* Open entire year for brook trout.

Pishkun Reservoir
¢ Open entire year. for fishing with up to two (2) lines with two (2)
hooks periine except that six'(6) iines with two (2) hooks periine
may be used to fish'through the ice. :

e Saimon snagging September 1 through December. where the

iimit shaii be'35 saimon dalily.and70 in possession.

L ?hpelarlng ¢|)r gigging of northern pike and nongame fishithrough

e |ce only,
Plimpton Creek (Big Hole Drainage)

e Open entire year for brook trout.
Poindexter Siough

e Open entire year.

e From December 1 to third Saturday in May, artificial files and

iures only, catch-and-release only.
Priest Butte Lake
s Open June 156 through September 15 and December 1 through
February.
Quake Lake éMadlson Drainage)
o Limit A: Five @ trout,
Rat Lake (T56S R4E S12, Galiatin River Drainage)

e Limt A: Five (5) trout,

o Unnamed tributary to'the lake is ciosed entire year as posted.
Rattiesnake Creek, Dillon from city water supply intake to a point
1,000 feet upstream as posted.

e Closed entire year.

Red Canyon Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolir)

 OpenJune 15 through November 30.

Red Lodge Creek downstream from Cooney Dam

e Open entire year
Renshaw Lake

o Limit A: Three (3) trout, no size timit.

Rock Creek, tributary to Clarks Fork of the Yeiiowstone River.
s Open entire year,
Ruby River.downstream from Ruby Dam
° gen entire year.
Rumbaugh Creek
* Open June 15 through November: 15.
Sawtooth Lake (T4S R12W S$36, Beaverhead River Drainage)
¢ Goiden trout iimit.one (1) fish.
Scott Lake gsz R1W S30, Beaverhead River Drainage)
e Limit A: Five (B) trout.
Shields River
« Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects,
maggots and/or artificial iures oniy.
Sliver Creek, Marysviile !
e Catch-and-reiease fishing from Goid Sil Mine as posted to Green
Meadow Drive.
s Downstream from i-15 Bridge near Heiena.
— Open third Saturday in May through Labor Day.
Sixmile Creek and tributaries (tributary to Yellowstone River)
o Catch-and-release only, artificlai iures oniy.
Smith Lake (Madison County)
o Limit A: Five (5) trout.

Releasing Fish

To ensure a released fish has the best chance for survivat:

* Piay the fish as rapidiy as possibie — do not play it to total ex-
haustjon.

» Keep the fish in water asmuch as possibie when handiing and
removing a hook.

» Remove the hook gently — do not squeeze the fish or.put fingers
in its giiis.

o if deeply hooked, cut the iine. Do not yank the hook out. Most
fish survive with hooks ieft in them. !

¢ Release the fish only after its equiiibrium is maintained. if nec-
essary, gentiy hoid the fish upright facing upstream and move it
siowly back and forth.

. Reiease the fish in quiet water close to the area where It was

hooKed.




ESm ith River

e i Cotlonwood Greek
Whitotall Dosr Greok
Cotlowsod Gagy I v FAS
Thomas ﬂ“':?Z{'\

A Fishing Acges ile (PAS) g

o Boal Comps

Exceptlons
o Downstream from confiuence of North and South Forks
— Open entire year.

h

Floaters Notlce—A mandatory floater fee and registration ia |n ef-
fact'on the SmithRiver. A SmithRIver Floatera Guide Is also avalla-
ble. Please call the Great Falls'Departmant of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks office at 464-3441.

gouth Fork Birch Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National
orest
o Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 Inches.
's:outh Fork Dupuyer. Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within Nationai
orest
o Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.
South Fork Madison River(tributary to Hebgen Reservoir)
¢ Open June 15 through November, 30.
South Fork Sun River.
o Limit A: Three (3) trout, oniy 1 over 12 inches.
» Catch-and-release only for grayiing.
South Fork Two Medicine River Drainage, within Natlonal Forest
o Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12inches.
Sourdough Creek
¢ See Bozeman Creek.
South Wiilow Creek, Harrison from Highway 287 bridge to Willow
Creek Reservoir
o Open third Saturday in June through November.30.
Split Rock Lake
s Open entire year for setiine fishing with up to six (6) attended or
unattended lines with up to two (2? hooks per line.
» Spearing orgigging fornorthem plke, and nongame fish through
the ice oniy.
Spring Meadow Lake
¢ Ciosed to motor propelied water craft.
¢ Opento fishing by hook and iine oniy.
o Limit: Five () trout;, One/(1) bass.

T s ez

Squaw.Creek (Blg Hole River Dralnage)
o Open entire year for.brook trout.
Stillwater River. :
o Open entire year.
o Limit'A: Two (2) trout, only 1 over 13 inches.
Sun River Drainage
o Ali streanis, ditches and canais catch-and-reiease for grayling.
¢ Downstream from Gibson Dam
— Open entire year.
¢ North and South Forks of Sun River.
— Limit A: Three (3) trout, onlr 1. may exceed 12 inches
— Catch-and-release forgrayling.
Sunny Siope Canal downstream of Pishkun Reservolir
e Limit A: Five (5) trout
¢ Catch-and-reiease oniy for grayling.
Swamp Creek (Big Hole Drainage
¢ Open entire year for brook trout.
Swazee Lake (Sun River Game Range)
¢ Open third Saturday in May, through November 30.
Taherla Lake(Wise River drainage)
o Limit A: Five (5) trout.
Teton River downstreaim from Highway 89 bridge
¢ Open entire year.
Toston Dam structure as posted
¢ Ciosed entire year.

— s W Sl

Trapper Creek
¢ Open June 15 through November 30.
Tunnel Lake (Teton CounQY)
o Limt'A may includeonly 1 8rayllng.
Vigiiante Pond,(near Virginia City)
¢ Chiidren's fishing water, see page 5.
Wade Lake (Madison Countr)
° Opetn gntlre year. Spawning channel and channel iniet ciosed as
osted.
o Elmlt A: Five (5)trout.

Warm Springs Creek (Lewlstown)
¢ Open entire year.
o Limit A: Ten (10) trout.
Watkins Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservoir)
e Open June 15'through November 30.
Waukena Lake (Big Hole Drainage)
o Limit A: Five(5)trout.
Waest Fork Hyalite Creek
* Open third Saturd?' in Juiy'through November 30.
West Fork LaMarche Creek (Big Hole Dralnage)
o Open entire year for brook trout.
V{ast Fork Rock Creek from Red Lodge water intake 1,000 feet up-
stream
¢ Cilosed entire year.
Wiilow Creek and tributaries from White Suiphur.Springs public wa-
ter intake to source ;
o Closed entire year.
Wiliow Creek Reservolr (Madison County)
¢ See Harrison Reservoir
Wise River (Big Hole Dralna?(e)
¢ Open entire year for brook trout.
Wood Lake Pun River)
s Limit A: Five 35) trout.
Wyman Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)
¢ Open entire year.for brook trout.

Fisherman’s Log

if you fish regularly In Montana, /2
heip gather. fishing information.
Write for the Fisherman's Log:
Department of Fish,
Wiidiife & Parks
1400 South 18th
Bozeman, MT §9715
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Yeliowstone River

Livingston

Upper Yellowstone
River

A Fishing Access Site

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK BOUNDARY

Seasons and Limits
¢ Yeliowstone Nationai Park Boundary to Emigrant Bridge AND

Pine Creek Bridge toi-90 Bridge at Biilings:

— Open entire year,

— Catch-and-reiease for cutthroat trout. -

— Open entire year for commerciai whitefish fishing.

— Whitefish iimit 100.

— Limit A: Five (5) trout of which oniy.one can exceed 18 inches.

o Mouth of Ciarks Fork to 1-80 Bridge at Biiiings

— Open entire year to setline fishing with up to six (6) attended
or unattended iines With ur to six (8) hooks per iine.

— Live fish (except carp, goldfish, sunfish, builheads (catfish
famiiy), yeilow perch, and fainbow smelts ailowed for bait in
streams and ditches of the Yeilowstone drainage, except for
asection of the Bighorn Rivér.

Numbered Tag

o ifyou catch atagged fish, piease advise the Department of Fish,
Wiidiife and Parks of the: °
— Tag number and coior
— Date fish was caught
— Specles of fish - 1
— Length and weight (ciose as possibie)
— Location of catch (river - lake and specific area in miles
from or to the nearest iandmark)
— Name and address of angier.

Numbered Tag

30

EASTERN FISHING DISTRICT

et o o e s

Eastern Fishing Districtincludes all waters lying East of the
Central Fishing District. For the boundary description, see
Central Fishing District.

For additional information r'e?g;glng fishing the water bodies in
thisdlstrict, please caliithe following reglonal headquarters;

Great Falis.. ... ... A464:3441  Glasgow. .. ........ 228-9347
Blilings. .. ...... . ..2562-4854  MilesCity.......... 232-4365
‘TDD (Telephone device for. the deaf) 444-1200.

Standard Fishing Seasons

Ali waters open entire year.

Setiines — Ail takes open to fishing are open to setiine flshing
through the Ice only, except as specified under.exceptions. Set-
lines shali not be attached to/Jugs or.other free-fioating devices
except where their use is specified in district reguiations. Vaiid
fishing license required.

All streams in Yeiiowstone Drainage open entire year to setlines.

Anglers may use up to six (6) setiines with up to six (6) hooks per
line in those waters open to setline fishing except as specified
under exceptions. .

Unattended setiines must be ciearly identified with owner's
complete name and address.

Bow and Arrow — All waters open to angling are open to bow
and arrow taking of padd|efish and nongame fish (except a/por-
tlon of Yeilowstone River). Cross bows are iliegal. Vaiid fishing
license required.

Snagging — Ail waters.open to angiing are open to snagging of
paddiefish. All waters open to angling are open to snagging of
nongame flsh except the Missouri River and portions of.the Yel-
{owstone River. Valid fishing license required.

Spearing — Nongame fish and burbot (ling) may be taken with
rubber or. spring-propelled spears by persons swWimming or. sub-
melrggd in ail waters open to fishing. Valid fishing license re-
quired. -

Spears or gigs may be used through the ice oniy for northern
pike, walieye, sauger, burbot (iing) and nongame fish.




P e e
Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each angier may take ali of the foilowing iimitsiuniess iisted un-
der exceptions. However, a person may. possess oniy the ilimit
allowed|for the water.on which they are fishing.

Limit (dally and possession)
Rivers

Species & Streams: Lakes Restrictions
Limit A — in Any Combination
Qrayling
Salmon 10 10
Ali trout except Lake
trout
l.ake trout 3 3
Sauger 6 5 in any combination
Walleye ‘ Possesslon iimit is
10 fish
Northern Plke § 5
Tiger Muskeiiunge 1 1 30 Inch minimum
Bass 6 5
Paddiefish 2 2 Tags are required.

Limit two per year.

There Is not aiimit on ocatfish, burbot (iing), shoveinose sturgeon, whitefish,
clsco, and nongame fish. There are some exceptions. The maximum weight
sturgeon (genus: Scaphirhynchus) which may.be taken is 16 pounds.

itis ulplswful to take or possess a paiiid sturgeon (Scaphirhyncus aibus) of
any size.

Hoop Nets

¢ Hoop nets without wings or.ieads may be used to take nongame
fish, catfish, burbot (ling), and shoveinose sturgeon in Yeliow-
stone River downstream from mouth of Bighorn Rlver, Miik River
downstream from Highway 2 Bridge beiow Dodson Dam and
Missourl River downstream from mouth of Miik River, except:
Ciosed March 1 through May 15; and for.two hundred (200) yards
below aii irrigation diversion dams. Eachi net must be clearly
marked'with owner's compiete name and address.

* Hoop nets may be any size and shape.

Bait (Live)

» Scuipins (genus Cottus) may be used iive for bait in ait waters of
the Eastern District.

o Live nongame bait fish (except carp, goidfish, sunfish, buii-
heads (catfish family), yellow perch, and rainbow smeit) may be
used in all streams and rivers'of the Eastern District except:

— Milk River and its tributaries upstream from Fresno Dam.

— Missouri River upstream from Morony Dam.

— Streams south of Highway 2 which originate in Bearpaw
:’A?&mtalns. and Big Sandy Creek upstream from Highway 87

ridge.

Live nongame fish (except carp, goidfish, sunfish; bullheads

(catfish family) yeliow perch, and rainbow smeit) may be used for

ballt in the followIng ponds, lakes, reservoirs and impoundments

only:

— Balnviiie Raliroad Ponds, Rooseveit County

— Baker Lake, Falion County.

— Box Elder Reservoir, Sheridan County.

— Buxbaum West Reservolr, Richiand County

— Castie Rock Lake, Rosebud County

— Coie Ponds, Phiilips County

— Dredge Cut Trout Pond, Valley County
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Bait (Live) (Contihued)

— Engstrom Resefvoir, Sheridan County

— Ester Reservair, Phiilips County

— Fiat Lake, McCone County

— Fort Peck Reservoir

— FrenchmaniReservolr, Phiiifps.County.

— Hoiliecker Lake, Dawson County.

— Kiiienbeck Reservoir, Danieis County

— Kuester Reservoir, Richiand County.

— Lame Steer Reservoir, Wibaux County

— Lee (Sam) Reservoir, Dawson County.

— Lindsay Reservoir, Dawson County.

— Littie Warm Reservoir, Philiips County

— Lone Tree Creek impoundments, Vaiiey County

— Lyons Reservoir, Biaine County

— McChesney Reservoir, Phillips County

— Medicine Lake National Wiidiife Refuge, Sheridan County

— Miik River and its impoundments downstream of .
Fresno Dam

— Nelson Reservoir, Phiiiips County

— Petroila Reservoir, Petroleum County

— Raymond Reservoir, Sheridan County.

— Roiph Dam, Carter County.

— Schiesinger Perch Pond, Rosebud County.

— South Sandstone Reservoir, Faiion County

— Spotted Eagie Pond, Custer County

— Taicott Pond, Carter County.

— Tiber Reservoir, Lake Elweli

— Tongue River.Reservoir, Big Horn County

— Whiteside Reservoir, Garfieid County

— Whitetaii' Reservoir, Danieis County

— Wiikowski Reservoir, Wibaux County

Boat and Motor Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on some of the
waters within this fishing district. Piease refer to the boat and
motor restrictions described on page 3. A compiete description
of aii theboat and motor restrictions can be.obtained by contact-
Inf la license agent or any Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks
office.

Angler Alert
Check the district exceptions iisted below for the body of water
you intend to fish. if the body of water is not foundin the listing
of exceptions, the standard reguiations, seasons, and daily/
possession limits apply.

Eastern Fishing District Exceptions:

Bear Paw Lake (Hill County)
o Limit A: Flve (5) trout.
Beaver Creek

- o South of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains)

— Open third Saturday in May through November. 30.
— Ciosed to use of iive fish for bait except scuipins.
Beaver Creek in Vailey and Phlilips County
e Open entire year to setlines.
Big Muddy Creek
* Open entire year to setiines.
Blg Sandy Creek
o Upstream from Highway 87 bridge (Bearpaw Mountains)
— Open third Saturday In May through November 30.
— Closed to use of iive fish for bait except scuipins.
Ciear Creek .
¢ South of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains)
— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
— Ciosed to use of live fish for bait except scuipins.
Cow Creek (Bearpaw Mountains)
o Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
e Ciosed to use of ilve fish for bait except scuipins. a8




Dredge Cut Trout Pond

* Open entire year for.up to two (2) setiines with no more than two
(2;) hooks per iine except that six (6) setiines withisix (6) hooks
may be used to fish through the ice.

Eagle Creek (Bearpaw Mountains)
¢ Open third Saturday in May through November.30. Ciosed to use
of live fish for bait except scuipins.
Ester Reservoir (Phiitips County)
® Open entire year to setlines.
Faber Reservoir (Biaine County)
o Limit A: Five (5) trout.
Fort Peck Dredge Cut Ponds

o' See Missouri River.

Fort Peck Reservolir (Fort Peck Dam to Turkey Joe Landing, which {s
approximately 20 miies downstream from Highway 191 bridge)

e Open entire year for ail species (except paliiid sturgeon) to per-
sons swimming or submerged using rubber or spring-propeiied
spears.

— Open entire year for up to two (2) setiines with no more than
two (2) hooks per line, except up to six (6) setiines with six (6)
hooks per iine may be used to fish through the ice.

o Limit: Ten (10) bass dally and in possession.

Frenchman Creek (excluding Frenchman Reservoir)

e Open entire year to setilnes.

Fresno Reservolr (Hili County)

» Open entire year for up to'two (2) setiines with no more than two
(2) hooks per iine, except up to six () setiines with six (6) hooks
per.line may be used to fish through the ice.

* No iimit onnorthern pike.

Glant Springs (Great Falls) that portion enclosed by concrete walks
and masonry work.

e Closed entire year.

Lake Elweli
* See Tiber Reservoir
Littie Box Elder Creek

o South of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains

— Open third Saturday in May through November 30. Ciosed to
use of live fish for bait except scuipins.
Lone Tree Creek and impoundments (Valley County)

o Open entire year to setiines.

Marlas River

* Open entire year to setiines from!i-15 bridge to Tiber Reservolr

anr;d from Circie Bridge (Meisner’'s) to confluence with Missouri
ver. i

¢ From Tiber.Dam to its confluence with the Missouri River.

— Shoveinose sturgeon limit shall be 5 fish.

o Limit A: Five () trout, of which oniy one may exceed 18 inches.

o Whitefish: iimit 35 fish, ;

Medicine Lake National Wildilfe Refuge {Sheridan County)

o All lakes open to setiines.

e Medicine Lake
— Open November 15 through' September 15.

o Gaffney Lake and Lake 10.

— Open August 15through March 31.
e Lake 12
— Open November 15 through March 31.
Miik River
¢ Andits tributaries upstream from Fresno Dam.
— Closed to use of ilve fish for bait except scuipins.
e Upstream from Fresno Reservoir (above Goidstone Bridge)
— Open entire year to setiines. Y
¢ Andits impoundments downstream from Fresno Dam.
— Open entire year to setiines.
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MissouriRiver.

 Paddiefish Ragulations — MissouriiRiver

— Al paddiefish anglers, regardless of age, must purchaseland
have in their. possession paddlefish tags in addition to other.
licenses that' may be required.

— Each paddiefish'angler must'cast forand hook'his orheriown
fish. it is unlawful to cast’forand/or hook a paddiefishiforan-
other person; i

— Any paddiefish tagithat is locked shut prior.toiattachment to
aifish shali be'void,

— Any tagwhich has beenaltered or modified'shail beivoid.

= it {8 uniawfuilto' possess ani untagged paddlefish or parts
thereof. Anglers must tag paddietishwith their own tag.

—For, the Missouri River only: paddjefish angiers must either
tagor releaseia paddiefish immediately whan taken.

— [f a'fish I8 cut up, the angier must Keep:that portion of the
back‘and dorsal ffn (back fin) necessary.to. maintain the tag
sealed to the fish. i e

— it'is iliagal to spag for. nongame fishifrom the Morony: Dam

downstream to the North Dakota Border,

o Upstream from Morony Dam
— Closed to use of live fish for balt except scuipins.

¢ immediately downstream from Morony Dam as posted
— Closedentireyear.

¢ Downstream from Morony Dam (excludln?(rlver and dredge cuts
between Fort Peck Dam and mouth of Miik River)

— Open entire year to setlines.

* From Fort Peck Dam to mouth of Miik River (inciuding Dredge

Cut Ponds)

— Open entlre year .for up to two (2) setlines with no. more than
two (2) hooks per line except up to six (8) setiines with six ()
hooks per line may be used to fish through theice.

— Limit A: Not to inciude more than 2 rainbow trout.

* Downstream from outiet tunneis of Fort Peck Dam as posted

— Ciosed entire year.

| ¢ Downstream from Fort Peck Dam near.Duck isiand as posted
— Closed March 1 through Juty 31 to fishing and wading.
* Morony Dam downstream to North Dakota Border.
— itislilegal to' snag fornongame fish.
| Musseishell River
| e Open entire year to setiines.
. Neison Reservoir (Phillips County)
[ ¢ Open entire year forup to two (2) setiines with no more than two
| (2) hooks per iine, except that up to six (6) setlines with six (8)
hooks per line may be used to fish throughithe ice.
» Open entire year for ali species to persons swimming or sub-
merged'using rubber or.spring-propelied spears.
¢ Limit: No number iimit on northern pike.
Peoples Creek
e South of Highway 2 (Bearpaw Mountains)
— Open;third/Saturday in May through November 30.
— Closed to use ofdive fish for bait except scuipins.
Popiar River
) » Open entjre year to setlines.

Powder River and tributaries
* Open entire year to bow and arrow taking of catfish. Crossbows

]_ © are IIIe%aI.
| Redwater River

e Open entire year to setiines.
Ross Reservoir (Blaine County)

¢ Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

o Limit A: Five 55) trout.
Rush Hall Pond (Falion County)

e Open February 1 through October 15.
Snake Creek (Bearpaw Mountalns) :

¢ Open third/Saturday in May through November 30.

» Closed to use of live fish for bait except scuipins.
Sucker Creek (Bearpaw Mountains)

* Open third'Saturday in May through November 30.

e Closed'to use of live flsh for bait except scuipins. 35
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Teton River
» Open entire year to setiines.
Tiber Reservoir.(Lake Elwell)

e Open entire year to flshing with two (2) setlines with two (2)
hooks perline exaept that up to six (6) setlines withisix (6) hooks
periine may be used to flsh throughithe ice.

e Limit: Ten (10) northern pike dally and'in possession.

Tongue River Reservoir

¢ Open entire year for all species to persons swimming or sub-
mérged using rubber or spring-propelied spears. . ;

o Up tosix (B) lines with six (6) hooks périine may be used to fish
through the ice but the angier must be in the vielnity and within
visuai contact of the iine(s) or.rod(s) at all times.

Wind Cregk (Biaine County) from Ciear Creek road crossing to its
source, excluding Ross Reservolr :

¢ Closed entlre year.

Yellowstone River. : :

o Limit: Ten (10) walieye and saugerdaiiy and inipossession, in any.
combination.

* Downstream from mouthof Cottonwood Creek (approximately 4
miles downstream of intake Diversion Dam)

— Open May 1through June 30 to snagging of paddiefish, oras
posted. Snagging of nongame fish prohibited.

¢ From mouth of Bighorn River to mouth of Cottonwood Creek (ap-
proximateiy 4 mlies downstream of Intake Diversion Dam)

— Open May 15 through June 30 to snagging of paddiefish or as
postad. Snagging of nongame fish prohibited.

» From intake Diversion to about 14 mile downstream as posted
— Closed May 15 through June 30 to fishing or snagging from

boats or.as posted.

(] P,@ddlgﬂsh Ru?ulatlons-.-.vsllwgtone tiver
|| = All'paddiefish’ rega _
‘have |n thelr possession paddibfish tags inaddition to othe
licenses that/may be required. '
~ Each paddiefishiangler musticast forandhook s orhierown
1 fish. 1t Is unfawful'to cast for and/orhook 2'paddiefishiioran:
other;person. L
— Any paddlefish tag thatls|ocked shut prior to attachment to
afishishallbevoid.// /0
— Ay tag Which'has been altered,or modified shall be vold.
it Is Uniawful. to possess an d péc
thereof. Anglers must tag paddiefish with theirown tag,
For the Yellowstone River'only Litis uplawfui'to release a
paddiefish. Each paddiefish must be imiedlately t=gged
whehcdught, | 7 T , :
if a fish Is cut up, the analer must keep that portioniof the
back and dorsal fin (back fin) hecessary fo maintalh the tag
‘sealeditotheflsh. . /1 i A

The Montana Department of Flsh, Wldiife and Parks receives federal funds and prohibits

discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, age, natlonal origin, or handicap. For Infor-

matlon or complaints regarding discrimination, contact the Personnel Officer, Depart-

ment of Fish, Wilidiifa and Parks, 1420 East Sixth Avenue, Helana, MT 59620, 408-444.

%gabor Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the interlor, Washington, D.C.
40.

By order of the Montana Flsh, Wildlife and Parks Commission, the seasons, iimits and
regulations listed herein shali goyern the 1892 fishing season. These reguiations are valid
March 1, 1982, through February 28, 1983, Thase regulations were adopted by the Montana
Fish, Wildiife and Parks Commisslon on November 8, 1881.

'These reguiations as adopted hereln are also proposed to remain in effect for the 1983
flshing season. They will be formally adopted, with posslble changes, by the Fish, Wildlife
and Parks Commisslon In the winter of 1882. Any changes will be made avaliabie to the
publlc on an addendum shaet avaliable from ali license agents and at ail Fish, Wildiife and
Parks' offices. Portlons of the regulations In this booklet may be changed, or additions
may be made, for the 1993 fishing season. In order.to have a complete set of the current
regulations and in order to.remaln In compiiance with the law, angiers must obtain the
fishing reguiations addendum sheet.
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sh anglers regard|éas of age, must p..rchase and,

untagged paddiefish oy parts |

HELP PROTECT
THE PALLID STURGEON!
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) The Pallid Sturgeon is a fish of special concernin Montana and it
| is listed as an Endangered Species by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Servlce. Palllds are a bottom-dwelling fish of the Missouri River,
preferring strong currents flowing over a sandy or gravelly river
bottom. Montana fishing regulations require that any sturgeon
| over 16 pounds must be released. This regulation is intended to
' protect the Pallid Sturgeon, which may grow to 60 pounds or
| more.

What can you do to help conserve the Pallid Sturgeon?

1. Learn to distinguish the Pallid from the Shovelnose Stur-
geon, a smaller and more common species (see diagrams be-
low). Since the sturgeon are hard to identify, we recommend
that all sturgeon be released if you are unsure of the species.

2. Immediately and safely release the Pallid Sturgeon.

3. Contact the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks with any
information on the location and size of Pailid Sturgeon.
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Warm Water Fish | Warm Water Fish

Northern Pike ™ Walleye
first dorsal fin
cheek has few has dark biotch
or no scales

Channel Catfish

Burbot Yellow Perch
g "'\side yellow to yeliow-green
with 6-8 vertical bands
Goldeye Largemouth Bass dorsal fin almost completely

divided by deep notch
upper jaw reaches
behind rear margin
of eye in adult l

Paddlefish [  Smallmouth Bass shallow notch in dorsal fin

upper jaw does not
reach behind rear
margin of eye g




