|
7

02965 EUBJUOW ‘BUSISH ‘anUSAY YIXIS 1SET OZPL
Dpwd, W 2P Ysis, o fusuin mdag, uniliope

applying to most waters) are at
beginning of each district's pages.

3. SPECIAL REGULATIONS (listed al-
phabetically by name of water) are on
pages following the standard regula-
tions for each district. IF a body of
water is not listed here, the standard
regulations apply.
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Cold Water Fish

Cold Water Fish

tail squarish with
few spots or none

Brown Trout

background color
usually goiden-brown

black or brown spots

often with light haios red spots on sides with light halos

Brook Trout

wavy lines (worm tracks)

red spots with blue halos

on back and dorsal fin

)

tail neariy
white leading edge on fins set off by biack line Square

Bull Trout tall slightly forked

red or orange
spots on side

pale yellow spots on back

white ieading edge on fins

Rainbow Trout

Pink or red midside
band usuaily present

Kokanee

fine biack specks on back adipose fin

tail moderately
forked

Golden Trout
numerous spots on

round biack spots dorsai fin and tali

on upper ¥a of body

10-12 parr marks
(may persist on aduts)

Kokanee

spawning male

numerous light spots
Lake Trout ~~ none red or orange

tall deepiy forked,
shortest ray iess than
2 length of iongest

white leading edge often present on fins

dorsal fin large
Grayling salt-like, colorful

scales large

dark spots on
front half of body

Mountain Whitefish

Thefish iliustrations displayed in these regulations were painted by
Gienn West for the Montana Department of Fish, Wildiife and Parks




CUTTHROAT TROUT

Cutthroat trout are the only members of the genus Oncorhy-
nchus natlve to most of Montana. The number and range of both
subspecies have been severely reduced over the years due to habi-
tat destruction, competition, interbreeding with other species, and
over fishing.

Cutthroat trout can grow to a fairly large size (1-3ibs.) and provide
excellent fishing in good habitat if they are not over harvested. Be-
cause they take a hook so readily, cutthroat can be over fished more
easily than any other western trout. if you fish anywhere cutthroat
are found, but particulariy in streams, we ask that you check the
throat area of fish you catch for red siashes. Letting those fish go
shouid contribute to improve fishing. Enjoy the recreation these na-
tive Montanans can provide.

Westslope Cutthroat

small, irregularly shaped black
spots, sparse on belly

spots more dense

cutthroat slash— toward rear of fish

one on each side
(weak on juveniles)

Yellowstone Cutthroat

fewer, larger and rounder
black spots than on Westsiope
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GENERAL REGULATIONS

The Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks receives federal ald. Under
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504 of the Rehabiiitation
Act of 1973, the federal govemment prohibits discrimination on the basis
of race, color, national origin, or handicap. An¥one believing they have
been discriminated against in any program, activity or faciiity as described
above, or desiring further information, may write to: Department of Fish,
Wiidiife and Parks, 1420 East Sixth Avenue, Heiena, MT 59620; or Office
of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

By order of the Montana Fish, Wildiife and Parks Commission, the
seasons, limits and reguiations iisted herein sha!lggovem the 1994 fishing
season. These reguiations are valid March 1, 1994, through February 28,
1995. These regulations were adopted by the Montana Fish, Wiidiife and
Parks Commission on November 5, 1993,

*These regulaﬁons as adopted herein are also proposed to remaln In effect
for the 1995 fishing season. They wili be formallY adopted, with possibie
changes, by the Fish, Wiidiife and Parks Commission in the winter of 1994,
Any changes will be made available to the public on an addendum shest
available ali license agents and at aii Fish, Wildiife and Parks' offices.
Portions of the reguiations in this bookiet may be changed, or additions
may be made, for the 1995 fishing season. In order to have a complete
set of the current reguiations dnd In order to remain In compilance with the
iaw, angiers must obtain the fishing reguiations addendum shest.

License Requirements

A fishing license is-a permit for the lawful holder thereof to
fish for and possess any fish within the state as authorized
b¥| fishing reva?lations. This Includes commercial
whitefishing In which case the license must be valldated by
an authorized Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks
employee. There Is no charge for this valldation.

A conservation license Is required of both resldents and
non-residents before a fishing license may be purchased.

Licenses are nontransferable and nonrefundable. The
license year runs March 1 through February of the following
year.

Resident

In order to apply for a Montana resldent fishing (or hunting)
license, ‘one must be a legal resident of Montana for a

riod of six months Immediately prior to making
application.

Each resident 15 years of age and older must have a
resident fishing license In order to fish. Residents 12
through 14 years of age and resldents 62 and older must
have a conservation license to fish. Resldents under the
age of 12 need no license to fish but must observe Iimits
and all other fishing regulations.

Free fishing permits are avallable from heads of respective
institutions for patients at veteran's administration hospitals
and for residents of state Institutions other than the state
penitentiary.

Residents who are certified as permanently and
substantially disabled, as designated by rules of the
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, need only to
ull;chase a "Disabled Persons Conservation License” to
sh.

E.
|
|
l
l
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GENERAL REGULATIONS

License Requirements, Continued . . .

* Resident Conservation License ............. ... $4.00
— Residents 12 through 14 years of age and residents 62 or older
need only a conservation license to fish, and to hunt upland
game birds, other than turkeys. '
* Resident Disabled Persons Conservation License .. $4.00
— Residents who are certified as permanently and substantially
disabled, as designated by rules of the Department of Fish,
Wildiife and Parks, may apply for an annual *Disabied Persons
Conservation License" which authorizes fishing, and hunting of

upland game birds. !
* Resident Fishing License ..... ooeas $13.00
* Resident Sportsman's License ................. .00
— Includes a conservation, deer °A°, and elk license and
ta‘.lu"t?ec;r;zes fishing, and hunting of upiand game birds, other than

* Resident Paddiefish Tags ...............
— Limit of two. ; g Wb s

- — Required of all paddiefish angiers, regardiess of age.

Nonresident Licensing

Ali nbnresldents 15 years of age and older must have a fishl

licanse to fish. No nonresident under the age of 15 years may ﬂgg

In Montana without having obtained a fishing license uniess the

nonresident under the age of 15 years is in the com y of an

ggrm:lftol:\ tgg?‘s;‘sslﬂréofta vzllg‘ Montana fishing license. Q%g limit of
resident and the accom

not exceed the limit for one adult. panyln'g e oanedmay

A nonresident of any age ﬁ\ay purchase a nonresident
license and be entitied to take a legal limit of fish. feng

¢ Nonresident Conservation License ............. $ 5.00

: ngnreslgem g_og:ogl Flhslhln License ........... $ 45.00
nreside shing License .....,...... X
F Vallf dfeo':t apoongewﬂve cgiays. : 9190
* Nonres addiefishTag ...........
N pe o o g Two for § 15.00

— Required for all nonresident paddiefish angiers, regardiess of
age, even when accompanied by an aduit in pa
vaiid Montana fishing llg:rr\‘se. 4 sl
* Nonresident Deer Combination License ........ $245.00
— Auvaliable from the Department of Fish, Wildiife and Parks
l-le_lena Headquarters only. includes a conservation and deer
‘A" license and authorizes fishing, and hunting of upland
game birds, other than turkeys. Quota of 8,000.
* Nonresident Big Game Combination License .... $475.00
— Auvaliable from the Department of Fish, Wildiife and Parks
Helena headquarters only. Inciudes a conservation, deer *A®,
and elk license and authdrizes fishing, and hunting of upland
game birds, other than turkeys. Quota of 17,000.

State Park Entrance Fee—Resident & Nonresident

Montana state park use, Including fishing from waters at a

park, requires an entrance fee. A stat% park passport veflti?:lt:
sticker Is avallable for $15 from any Department of , Wiidiife
and Parks office and most license agents. For the occasional user,
:rga v&?tl; l_:/gehlusle dally entrance charge may be pald at the site you




GENERAL REGULATIONS '

Statewide Standard Fishing
Regulations :

Limits — Daily and Possession

Dally iimit shali mean the numbers of fish that may be iegally taken

during a calendar day. it is uniawfui to take ogﬁlpssess more than-

the aﬂily iimit of fish uniess otherwise specified under district
ulations.

{’egssesslon limit shali mean the number of fish which may be in

one person’s possession anytime in any form: fresh,. stored in

freezers or lockers, salted, smoked, dried, canned or otherwise

preserved.
- lIlieiftesr to district reguiations for respective daily and possession
m

—A per's.on fishing on a water may possess only the iimit aliowed
for that water.

— Where size limits apply and while a person is on the water and -

fishing, all fish in possession must be whoie with head, skin,
and fins attached. Only giils and entrails may be removed.

— Fish may be dressed and -filieted before transport to' a

rmanent residence, but the skin must remain attached to eaqh

ﬁl?et. it Is uniawful to transport dressed fish to a person’s
residence uniess those fish can be counted. if the catch is
frozen prior to transportation, each fish or fiiet must be
packaged so it can be counted. Two fillets wiii be counted as
one fish.

— It Is liiegal to can fish before taking them to 1 permanent
residence. Mobile recreational vehicles, travel trailers, or tents
do not qualify as permanent residences.

Seasons

Ali dates given are Inciusive dates. Where dates specify an open
season, ﬂshlnF Is closed throughout the remainder of theedyear. An
open season Is for all species uniess otherwise specified.

Game Fish

All species of the family Saimonidae (chars, trout, saimon, graylal:g
and whitefish); alil species of the genus Stizostedion (sauger
walleye?; all species of the genus Esox (northem pike and tiger
muskeiiun etzl; ali species of the genus Micropterus ibassz; all
species ot the genus Polyodon &paddleﬂshl;oall species of the
family Acipenseridae (sturgeon); the genus Lota (burbot or iing);
and the species ictalurus punctatus (channei catfigh).

Fishing Hours

Fishing Is aliowed at ali hours during open fishing seasons.

Fishing Methods

Hook and Line Limits

» Oniy a singie line with up to two hooks, with or without a pole,
may be used for fishing uniess otherwise specified in district
reguiations. The pole or iine must be hand-held or in immediate
control.

¢ Where multiple lines are aliowed, the total number of aliowabie
lines Includes hand-heid lines, setiines, spears, or other units of
fishing gear.

» Hook hook is a singie, double, or treble point attached to a
singie shank. A iure with multipie hooks is stili considered a
single hook.

» These provisions aiso appIY to commercial whitefish fishing as

provided under district regulations.

GENERAL REGULATIONS

Setlines
* Setiines may be used on some waters as specified by district
reguiations. Unless otherwise specified a setline must be
checked by the owner at least once every 24 hours.
* The owner's name and address must be attached to each
unattended setline.
« Setlines shall not be attached to jugs or other fioating devices.
Snagging
* Snagging of fish is uniawful at ali times except paddiefish,
chinook saimon, kokanee saimon and nongame fish as provided
under district regulations. Where snagging is aliowed, any
number of hooks may be used. Snagging is a technique of
angiing in which a hook or hooks are cast, trolied or iowered into
the water and manipuiated to imbed the hook or hooks into the
body of the fish. Ali game fish not Ie%ai for sna?glng that are
incidentally snagged must be released immediately.
Nets and Traps i
* Landing nets may be used for landing hooked fish. .
* A screen or & net not to exceed four &) feet in iength or width
maéebe used to take scuipins (genus Cottus) for bait statewide.
In Central and Eastern District waters where use of live fish is
aliowed for bait, nongame species (except carp, goldfish, sunfish,
buliheads (catfish famlly), yeilow perch and rainbow smelt) may
be taken in the foilowing manner:
with seines not to exceed twelve (12) feet in iength and four (4)
feet in width, or
with minnow traps not to exceed eighteen (18) inches in length
and ten (10) inches in diameter.
* Crayfish for personal consumption may be taken in traps not to
ggoeedt eighteen (18) inches in iength and ten (10) inches in
jameter.
* Hoop nets may be used in Eastern Fishing District only. See
page 30.
Artificlal Lures
* Artificial iures shali include any lure (including flles) that is man-
made In Imitation of or as a substitute for natural bait. Artificiai
lures do not include fish eggs or other chemically treated or
processed natural baits or any natural or man-made food, or any
man-made iures that have been treated with a natural or artificial
fish attractant or feeding stimuiant.

Minnows and Other Bait

Live Fish

* Live fish may not be imported into or exported from the State of
Montana except by a permit issued by the Montana Department
of Fish, Wildiife and Parks.

* Scuipins (genus Cottus) may be used live for bait statewide,
except in waters limited to cial iures and in the Madison River
between Vamec*I Bridge and Ennis Lake.

¢ Live carp, goidfish, sunfish, bullheadss;écetﬁsh family), yeliow
regh antg rainbow smelt may not be used for bait at any location
n the state. !

* Live fish other than scuipins may not be used for bait except as
rovided under Bait (Live) as listed in the Central (page 18) and
astern (Rage 31) District reguiations.

¢ Persons fishing in waters closed to the use of live fish for bait

may not have live bait fish in their immediate possession.
Nongame species may be taken for bait only in waters where live
fish are allowed as balt (see Fishing Methods, pages 3-4).

Dead Fish .

Any fish, or parts thereof, may be used dead as bait if they have

their heads and entraiis removed, or if theY have been preserved

or frozen, except in waters limited to artificial lures oniy.

Commercial Balt Fish Seining and Sale of Bait Fish

* Nongame bait fish (except carp, goidfish, sunfish, builhead
(catfish family), yellow perch and rainbow smelt) may be
harvested for commercial purposes in accordance with AR

Continued...




GENERAL REGULATIONS

Commercial Bait Fish Seining, Continued...

Section 12.7.201.-12.7.206. An individual taking nongame fish -

for sale or commercial distribution must possess a commercial
balt fish seining license. Contact your reglonal Department of
Fish, Wiidiife and Parks office for a permit and iist of waters open
to commercial selnlngt.) 3

* Live balt fish may not be imported into or exported from the State
of Montana for commerciai or other purposes.

¢ Commercial bait reguiations are not valid on indian reservation
waters—for information contact iocal tribal officials.

Commerclal Aquatic Invertebrate Collections

Persons wishing to coliect aquatic invertebrates such as leeches,
crayfish, and aguatic insects for sale or commerclal distribution
shouid contact their regional Department of Fish, Wiidlife and
Parks office for information. Also see Crayfish and Mussels.

Irrigation Canais and Ditches

Man made irrigation canals and ditches are open year around
uniess shown otherwise under district regulations. District standard
daily and possession limits for rivers and streams apply to Irrigation
canals and ditches.

Beaver Ponds

Impoundments formed by beaver dams on streams are govemed
by the same reguiations that govem the streams.

Closed Waters

All waters operated by the Department of Fish, Wildiife and Parks
and the U.S. Fish and Wiidiife Service as fish hatcheries and
rearing ponds shaii be ciosed to fishing at all times. Water in which
the Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks is operating fish traps
and other speciai structures shall be ciosed to fishing as posted.
Certain water-supply lakes, streams, and hazardous areas-are
closed as posted. :

Children’s Fishing Waters

Waters posted as Chiidren’s Fishing Waters are ciosed to fishing
during the entire year to persons 12 years of age and oider.
Chiidren's Fishing Waters are:

» Falrground Pond; Helena

* Vigilante Pond (near Virginia City)

it Is Unilawful

It is uniawful and a misdemeanor

* To violate any of the reguiations ilsted in this booklet.

e To t;ransport or Iintroduce any fish or viable fish eggs into any
waters.

¢ To refuse to show one's license upon demand.

» To refuse to show one's fish upon demand.

* To loan or transfer your fishing or hunting iicense or tags to any

rson.
. gg sell game fish except as prescribed by Montana Fish, Wiidiife
and Parks Commission reguiations.
o To leave or dump ariy dead animal, fish, garbage or iitter in or on
any state or private property where pubiic recreation is permitted.
e To use any carbide, lime, giant powder, dynamite, or other
explosive compounds, or any corrosive or narcotic poison or to

have any of the same In one's possession within one hundred (100) -

feelti ﬂlf an shtream where fish are found, for the purpose of stunning
or killing fish.

 To hire or retain an uniicensed outfitter or guide.

» To waste any part of game fish suitabie for food.

Western Fishing District includes ali waters in
Montana West of the Continental Divide. i

For additionai Information regarding fishing the water bodies |
district, pl_e“'énsae call the followtgg reglgnal hegdqua“rters: oo Tue
Kalispeil ....... SRR A s “ ... 752-5501

‘Standard Fishing Seasons

Lakes—Open entire year. Valid fishing license required.

Rivers and Streams—Open third Saturday in May through
November 30. Some streams have extended whitefish and catch-
and-reiease ﬁshlg? for trout from December 1 to third Saturday in
May. See Special Reguiations. Valid fishing license required.

ice Fishing—Ali iakes and reservoirs in the Westem District are
open to use of two (2) attended lines with two (2) hooks per line
when fishing through the ice. Valid fishing license required..

Bow and Arrow—Ali. waters open to angling are open to bow and
arrow taking of nongame fish. Crossbows are lilegal. Valid fishing
license required.

Snagging—Ali waters open to angiing are open to snagging of
nongame fish. Snagging of salmon is aliowed in watersgogperg\ to
fishing from September 15 through December except as noted
under Special Reguiations. Vaiid fishing license required.

Spearing—Persons swimming or submerged may take non-game
fish by spearing in most waters open to fishing (note Special
Reguiations). Valid fishing license required.




Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each angier may take ali of the foiiowing limits. However, anglers
may possess only the limit of fish aliowed for the water on which
they are fishing. '

Limit (daily and possession)
Species & Streams Lakes Restrictions

Limit A — in Any Combination
Brown trout

Rivers & Streams: only 1 fish

Cutthroat trout may exceed 14 inches
Golden trout 5 10
Lake trout
Rainbow trout
Grayling Grayling taken In rivers and
streams must be released.
WildernessiLimits:

 All waters In'the South Fork Flathead River.drainage from Hungi_ry'_
e

%lgurse Dam to the wildemess Boundary. and ali waters within

. Wildemess Areas unless otfiefwise specified under exceptions.

Limit A—in any Comblnation : : 10
" Cutthroat trout 3 3 Rivers & Streams: No fish
Rainbow trout L ~ may exceed 12 inches

Z Limit (daily and possession)
; Rivers :
Spesles

& Streams - Lakes Restrictions
Buii trout All waters of the Western District except Swan Lake and
Hungry Horse Reservoir are closed to the taking of bull
trout. (Swan River and tributaries and South Fork Flathead
River and tributaries, are closed to the taking of buil trout.)
Brook trout 20 ° 20 i
Bass D e 5
" Northern Pike 15 15
““Salmon 20! 20 Poasgssion limitiis 40
Whitefish 100 100 Inoluding fish taken for sale
" Burbot (ing) i : j

It is unlawful to take or possess any sturgeon of the genus Acipenser (White
Sturgeon).

Bait .
e itis Illegfal to use or capture live bait fish except sculpins
(Cottus) In any waters of the Western Fishing District.
e Live fish may not be imported into or exported from the State of
Montana except by permit Issued by the Montana Department
of Fish, Wildiife and Parks.

Boat and Motor Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on some of the
waters within this fishing district. Please refer to the boat and
motor restrictions described on page 37. A compiete description of
all the boat and motor restrictions can be obtalned by contacting a
license agent or any Department of Fish, Wiidiife and Parks office.

oundaries of the Bob Marshall,”Great Bear, and Scapegoat

WESTERN FISHING DISTRIC Tesem————e—
-SPECIAL REGULATIONS

Check the district special reg_t'natlons iisted below for the body of
water you intend to fish. if the of water is not found in the
llstln? of special reguiations, the stan reguiations, seasons, and
daily/possession limits appiy. :

Abbot Lake near Bigfork

] (L:ilo?tedF%\(l, ¥ 5)%1"9" dally and i !

s Limit: Five 58 and in possession, only one of which ma!
exceed 12 inches. May 15 through June 30; Ol"l); bass daily and lr‘:
possession, 22 inches minimum length.

Anaconda Settling Pond System

* All waters in the Wildiife Management Area upstream from
Warm Springs Bridge o f
— catch-and-release, artificial jures only.
* Hog Hole open May 25 through June 30.
e Pond 3 open May. 25 throug Sertember 30 to fishing from
floating non-motorized craft and from north and west dikes
except where posted ciosed.
All ronds and canals open August 15 through September 30.
Wiilow Creek from Stewart Street Bridge to Wiidlife
Management Area boundarr
— catch-and-reiease, artificlal iures only.

Ashiey Creek downstream from Smith Lake

¢ Open entire year.

mlg Creek from Thompson Falis public water supply intake to
e Closed entire year.

Ashiey Lake

¢ Limit: 35 salmon dally and 70 in possession.

Ashiey Lake iniet Tributaries

e Ciosed entire year.

Basin Creek from lower Butte water supply reservoir dam to
source, inciuding ali reservoirs and tributaries

s Closed entire year. ;

Big Creek (North Fork Flathead tributary) and aii tributaries

¢ Closed entire year.




Missouia

e
Bmerroot River

A Fishing Aoccesa Site
Lolo

Florence {74 Fiorence FAS

Poker. Joe FAS

Bell Crossing FAS
East Tucker FAS

Victor.
Waest Tucker FAS
' Woodside FAS
Hamiliton

Wally Crawford FAS

Hannon Memorial FAS

Limit Area — Mainstem and East Fork to mouth ot
i s|\¢Jaftlr|la|Creek and West Fork upstream to Palnted’ Rocks
Reservolr.
; at trout, catoh-and-release only. ;
: %‘:gg?s) rainbow or brown trout alone or in combination.
Only one may exceed 14 inches.
Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for. trout
open December 1 to the third Saturday in May. with aquatic
insects, maggots and/or artificial iures only.

Imit Area — From Tucker Crossing to| Flofence
Sﬁﬁ’ﬂn'a one mile downstream from Darby,to. Como Bridge.
» gétoh-and-release only for trout entire year.

. Adificlaillures only except aquatic inseots and magﬁés mal
also be used!to catch whitefish| ffom December. 1i throtig
the third Saturday in May.

e

t Valiey between U.S. 93 and the East Side Highway

B“::;L?: Hamiiton and Buckhouse Bridge (ditches, canals and

°'°u9m) ern pike and whitefish season and catch-and-

% le%ns%efgr ?r%ﬁ?openpbecember 1 to the third Saturday in May with
i uatic insects, maggots, and/or. artificial iures only.

9“&';'.33:'52"&%2 at|l| tal%utaﬂrles (except Ciearwater River downstream
B arrier).
mTlrlf'\?tkg: ";:?azlngow and b)rown trout, three (3) fish, none of which
~ may exceed 12 inches. ‘Cutthroat trout, catch-and-reiease only.
ended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout open
Extoember 1 to the third Saturday in May with| aquatic insects,
m: gotsi-:ad/or an%’l‘\?t‘ 'H':: oniy.
near 0 \
9"8093% speearlng or gigging of northern plke and nongame fish
2 ?ough the ice and by persons submerged in the water.
th Creek (Kootenal Dralnage

B'“Sp%'r‘nythlrd Safurday in May through July 15.

Bootjack Lake (near Whitefish, T31N, R23W, $26)

*  Open April 1 through November 30,

* Limit A: One ‘1) trout dally and In possession, minimum size iimit

. 22 inches, artificial lures only.

Brenneman Siough

* Closed entire yearto taking of saimon.

Cedar. Cresk Impoundment (Columbia Fails water supply)

s Closed entire year.

Church Siough (Fiathead River)

* Open year around.

e Limit: Flve (5) bass dally and in possession, only one of which may
exceed 12 inches. May. 15 throLigh June 30; one bass daily and in
possession; 22 inches minimum,

* Closed to spearing.

Clarence Cresk gKootenal DralnageL

¢ Open third Saturday in May through July 15.

Ciark Fork River

o éggconda Company Settiing No. 2 Pond spiiiway to Perkins Lane

e
o L?mlt A: Five () frout under 12 Inches or 4 trout under 12
Inches and 1 over 20 Inches, artificlal lures oniy.

*  Miiitown Dam to mouth of Thompson River
— ;.Irr;\lt A: Five (5) trout, oniy one of which may exceed 16

nches.

* Anaconda Com{)an}/ Settling Pond No. 2 splilway (near Warm
Springs) to mouth of Thompson River
— Extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open

December 1 to the third Saturday In May with aquatic insects,
maggots, and/or artificiai iures oniy,

¢ Mouth of 'Flathead River to mouth of Thompson River
— Open entire year for northern plke with bait or iures.

*  Mouth of Thompson River to idaho Border
— Open entire year. Lake limits apply to entire reach,

Clearwater Drainage

* Upstream from Lake inez fish barrier and ali tributaries of the
Clearwater River
— Limit A: Rainbow and brown trout, 3 fish, none of which may

exceed 12 inches. Catch-and-reiease oniy for cutthroat trout.

* Downstream from Lake inez fish barrier
— Limit: Ten (1 0? salmon dallg and 20 in possession. Open for

snagging of salmon September. 15 through December when 35
daliy and 70 In possession shall be aiiqwed.

Clearwater River downstream from Lake inez fish barrier

* Open entire year.

Coal Creek (North Fork Fiathead tributary) and its tributaries

» Ciosed entire year.

Donaidson Creek Drainage, tributary of Lake Mary Ronan

* Closed entire year.

Echo Lake near Anaconda

* Open third Saturday in'May through March 31.

* _Limit; Five (6) trout (Including brook trout).

Echo Lake near Bigfor

* Limit: Five (5) bass daily.andiin possession, only one of which may
exceed 12 Inches. May 15 through June 30; one bass daily and in
possession, 22 inches minimum.

* Closed to spearing, except open to s earing and gigging of
nongame fish and northern ﬁlke through ice.

Eilk Creek, tributary to Swan River

s Closed entire year.

Emily Springs, tributary to Georgetown Lake

* Open July 1 through November 30,

e Limit for ail trout, inciuding brook trout, is 5.

Fennon Siough (Fiathead River)

e Open year around.

* Limit: Five (5) bass daiiy and In possession, only one may exceed
12 inches.

Fisher River

* Extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects,
maggots, and/or artificiai iures.
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Flathead Drainage (including all lakes and streams In the

Flathead, Stiillwater, Swan and Whitefish drainages)

e Limit: Ten (10) iake trout under 30 inches or 9 iake trout under 30
inches and one over 36 inches may be kept in addition to other
specles in limit A. :

o Limit: 50 iake whitefish.

Flathead Lake : ol

» Ciosed entire year to taking of salmon.

* Five (5) bass, only 2 over 15 inches and all bass from 12 inches to
15 inches must be released.

e Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or 2 rainbow trout or 1 of each, only one
over 14 inches, and 10 iake trout under 30 inches or 9 iake trout
under 30 inches and one over 36 inches.

o Limit: 50 iake whitefish. .

Limit: 50 yeilow perch.

¢ Hatchery Bay of Flathead Lake at Somers
— Ciosed as posted from October 1 untli spawn taking is
complete.
Flathead River

o Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or rainbow trout or 1 of each, only one

over 14 inches, and 10 iake trout under 30 inches or 9 lake trout -

under 30 inches and one over 36 inches.
— Limit: 50 iake whitefish.
» From confluence of North and Middie Forks to mouth
— Extended season for whitefish and iake trout open December 1
to third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, maggots, and/or
artificial iures only. Ali other species of trout must be released.
» Above Kerr Dam ;
— Ciosed entire year to taking of saimon.
¢ Flathead Reservation boundary to-mouth
— Open.entire ;ear. .
— Limit: Five (5) northern pike dally and In possession, minimum
length 24 Inches. E
Flathead Indian Reservation
¢ Tribal fishing permit is necessary on Reservation waters.
¢ Check at Tribal Headquarters for specific information and
ulations.
Fiint Creek
¢ Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout open
December 1 to third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, maggots,
. and/or artificial iures only. :
Flower Creek and Its artificiai inpoundments from Power Dam to
its source, exciuding naturai iakes :
o Closed entire year. :
Fred Burr Lake z;’hlllpsburg water supply, Granite County)
o Closed entire year.
Freeland Creek Drainage, tributary to Lake Mary Ronan
o Closed entire year.

Geor?(etown Lake
» Lake open third Saturdaz In May through March 31 except:

— The south and east shoreiine is closed to fishing from the shore
or within 100 yards of the shore from 2&;”" 1to July 1. The
closed area extends from a point yards west of the
Denton’s Point Marina, easterly and northerly along the shore
inciuding Stuart Miii Bay In its entirety, to a point 200 yards
north of the mouth of the North Fork Flint Creek. '

— Tributaries to Georgetown Lake (North Fork Flint Creek, Stuart
Mili Creek, Hardtla Creek and Emily Springs) open July 1
through November 30.

o Limit for ali trout, including brook trout, is 5.

* No daily or possession limit for saimon.

¢ Ciosed to snagging.

¢ It is iilegal to use or capture live bait fish except scuipins (Cottus).
Goat Creek (Swan River tributary)

* Ciosed entire year.

Granite Creek (Middie Fork Flathead River tributary) and its
tributaries

o Closed entire year.
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. Hardtla Creek, tributary to Georgetown Lake
o Open July 1 mrougr:vNovember??ao.
o Limit for ali trout, including brook trout, Is 5.
l|:8asklll Creek and tributaries from Whitefish publiic water intake to
source
A b
reel utary to Little Bitte
° Cl9 enﬁre-year.ry Tona
Horseshoe Lake near Ferndale
D Eve 6 bacs unde Bt '
° ass under 12 inches or fou {
Elve: (o) baseiuindar r four bass under 12 inches and
Hutvlﬁlrz Horse Ll;tegrvolr X
o lemess Limits apply; See Wiidemess Limits — Limit 7.
+ Toocly s el o St . K
or mmediate ull trout
uniawfui to possess a live buli trout. ./ iy
Hun rlz HorseLl:lexrvoI;;’ nguwlgs :
° emess Limits apply; See erness Limits — Limit s
Job Corps Ponds I{E 1/2 of 87, T5N, ROW Deer Lodge cA'oup:tgyg 4
o Al ponds open August 15 through September 30.
e Catch-and-release, artificial lures only.
Kesier Creek (Kootenail Drainage)
¢ Open third Saturday in May through July 15.
Ko%tsnal R:iver (also see ul?lgg Dam)
. n entire year, except y Dam to Highway 37 Brldgﬁ (Fisher
Rmr) is closed to fishing March 15 to third
Libby Dam to Kootenai Falls e eyn May:
k:AI ree (3) trout under 13 inches and one over 18 inches

va

¢ Limit: Ten (10) salmon daily and In possession.
Lake Biaine near Kaiispeli t o
e Ciosed to spearing.

Lake inez

.* Limit: Ten (10) salmon dally and in possession.
Lake Kooeamssa) Yy o

* Ciosed to burbot (ling) fishing Jan

Lakg e %Ogﬂt':l rc’(a g) g January 15 through February 28.

* Open al y in May through February 28.

¢ May 15 through June 30; one bass possess
Eehnes{nlnlzq ‘3’)“8'21"9“" daily and in _ fon, 22

o Limit: Ten mon daily and 20 in possession.

* (Closed to saimon snagglng'.y o

e Closed to spearing.

"'"é"i': Crggg whitefish

e Exten season and catch-and-release for trout open

. December 1 to the third Saturday in May with nsects

ma%:ts. and/or artificial lures only. Y S g

Ub%mné:‘ofr(oa'”m{':t: . ther foatig o

° m or other ng craft is prohibited in Kootenal
River from Libby Dam roximately 500 downstream
David Thompson Bridgea:gposted. Y g e

* mﬁle'w?yposted and the buoyed area immediately upstream

i —(-:Closedk tl'ﬁ’nﬂrs year,

on Creel utary to Swan River -

» Closed entire e;yr. d

Ll et

e Limit A: Ten trout, only 1 ovi :
ExtBh:ed whlte“lv).}:r = Enie

. an sh season and catch-and-release for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with sects
maggots, and/or artificlal iures onl){ A it 1

5:3;53': Creek (Middle Fork Flathead River tributary) and its

;.o Closed enﬂr& I)cyz"ar 3

" Cresk ie Fork

m:‘?hﬂ” (M Flathead River tributary) and its
e - Ciosed entire year.

12




WESTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Swan River ; ;
netream to Swan Lake
: Epﬂnﬁtre::k Bcﬂgt%g-m-rolease for. rainbow. and cufthroat trout,

rificlal iures only.
. Fro?h Swan Lake to%lathead Lake

= tire year.
= 'glg?lft‘egg Lakye limits and seasons apply.

Ialﬂr:l-l?zkeso saimon daily and!100 in'possession.

v
IhoEn;t?ngngvlmgl:eﬂsp season and ocatch-and-reiease for. trout op

December 1 to the thifd Saturday. in May. with aquatio Insecfa.
maggots, and/or artificlal iures only. )

ver
:robl;x‘:::dg!i whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout open

December 1 to the third Saturday In May with aquatic Inseqta.
maggots, and/or artificlailiures oniy.
Trali Creek (Yakinikak) and its tributaries downstream from mouth
of Thoma Creek
s Closed entire year.

Upper Stiliwater Lake .
o pﬁfmlt: Ten (10),lake trout under 30 inches, or.9 iake trout under 30

inches and 1 over 38 inches in addition to other. species in Limit A,

« Open to spearing or gigging of northern plke and nongame fish
through the ice only.

Upper Thompson Lake v

(] ?.lomlt A: Ten (10) trout, oniy one over 22 inches.

e May 15 through June 30; one bass dally and in possession, 22
inches minimum iength.

s Closed to spearing.

Upsata Lake

o Catch-and-release oniy for. bass.

West Fork Quartz Creek ('\ln(ootenal Dralnaqe)

e Open third Saturday in May through July 15.

Whale Creek (North Fork Fiathead tributary) and its tributaries

downstream from Whaie Creek Faiis

o Closed entire year.

Whitetish Lake

o Ciosed entire year. to snagging of saimon. Limit: Ten (10) saimon
daily and 20 In possession,

¢ Ten (10) lake trout under 30 inches or 8 lake trout under. 30 inches
and!1 over 38 inches may be Kkept in addition to other. species in

Limlit A,
¢ Limit: 50 iake whitefish.
Whitefish River from Whitefish Lake to Montana State Highway 40
bridge
* Open entire year.
Wigwam River (Kootenal Drainage)
o Catch-and-release only. for ail trout, artificlal ‘ures only.
Wildiite Management Ponds
e See “Job Corps Ponds"
Wiilow Creek (near Anaconda Settlln? Ponds)
o From Stewart Street Bridge to Wiidlife 'Management Area
— catch-and-release only; artificial iures only.
Woods Lake
o Open April 1 through November 30.
o Limit A: One (1) trout dally and in posspssion, size' must exceed
22 inches, artificial iures only.
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Centrai Fishing District Inciudes all waters In
Montana lying East of the Continental Divide,
(inciuding the Belly and St Marys Drainages) and
waters lying West of the following described
boundary:

interstate 15 from the. Montana-Canadian border. south to Northwest
Bypass Junction near Great Falis, then east on said Bypass to Smelter
Avenue, then east on Smeiter Avenue to 15th Street, then south on
sald street to north bank of Missourl River, then east along high water
mark of the Missourl River.to Biack Eagle Dam, then across sald dam
and foilowing high water mark aiong the south bank of the Missourl
River, then easterly to State Route' 80 at Fort Benton: then
southeasterly along State Route 80 fo its Lunotlon with State Route 81,
then easterly on State Route 81 to its junction with U.S, Highway 181,
then northeasterly' along U.S: Highway 191 to its jlinétion with'State
Route 18, then! south on State Rolite 19 to its junction with U.S,
Highway 87, then south on U.S. Highway 87 to its junction with U.S.
Highway 12, then west on U.S. Highway 12 to its Junction with State
Route 3, then south on State Route 3 o its junction with interstate 80,
then easterly and southerly on Interstate 90 to the first crossing of the
Littie Bighorn River, then southerly along the west bank of the Littie
Bighorn River to the Montana-Wyoming| border,

[For additional information regarding fishing the water bodles.ln th
district, please call:the following regignal hegdq'garters: 2

GreatFalls .............. 454-3441
Bozeman ................ 904-4042
Bllings ................. 252-4854

(0] b A e 444-1200

(Telephone device for the deaf)
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Standard Fishing Seasons

Lakes—Open entire year,

Rivers ﬂl‘?d Streamye—Open third Saturday in May through
November 30.

Setlines—Anglers may use setiines in those waters open to setline
fishing as specified under Special Regulations. Unattended setlines
must‘ge clearly identilied with owner's compiete name and address,
Vaiid fishing llcense required.

Bow and Arrow—Ail waters open to angiing are open to bow and
arrow taking of nongame fish. Crossbows are lliegal. Valid fishing
license required.

Snaggling—All waters open to angiing are open to snaggling, of
nongame fish. Valiid fishing license required.
8Spearing—Persons swimming or submerged may take non-?ame
fish by spearing in most waters open to fishing (note District
Special Reguiations), Valid fishing license required.

ice Fishing—Ail fakes-reservoirs in the Central District are open to
use of two attended lines with two hooks per iine when fishing
through the ice. More than two lines are permitted on some
waters—see Speclai Regulations.

Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each angier may take ail'of the following iimits. However, angiers
may. possess only the limit of fish aliowed for the water on which
they are fishing.

Limit (dally and possession)
Rlvers
8pecies & Streams Lakes

Restrictions

= binat| {
i A Combloaton Rivers & Streams: only 1 fish

trout
gmtwoat trout may exceed 18 inches
Qolden trout 5 10
Rainbow tout
nbow troul
Grayling taken In rivers and
oreing : etreng must be released.
WII;“*:%“ wl‘tlm the! bolihdaries of the, Bob' Marghall; Great Bear and
| '8oapegoat Wildemeas Areas unless otherwlte spapified Lnder exceptions,

'3 ' Rivers & Streams: No fish

it A—in'any Combination
FORs 0 may exceed 12 ihches,

 Catofi-and-Release Orily -

' Lihilt (dally and ‘posmslon)

] Rivers i
Specles & Streams Lakes Restrictlons

Brook trout 20 20

"'Baba’ 3 B 5!

Burbot (iing) 10 ; 10

TORMBRL TR0 20 g
Sauger/Walleye 6 5 in any combination
Nafthem Plke: i DI 10 s i
Tiger Muskeliunge 1 1 30 inch minimum size
[ - /1. 10! 10

8hovelnose

Sturgeon 6 6 4] .

Whitaflgi=a 100 00 IFcluding fish taken:for sale!

mum welght sturgeon (genus Scaphirhynchus) which may be taken Is
Tg%o"t%s. itls un?aw!ul g take gr possess a Pallld Sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus
albus) of any size.
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Bait (Live)

= Live fish may not be Imported into or exported from the State of
Montana except b; permit issued by the Montana Department of
Fish, Wildiife and Parks.

¢ Scuipins (?enua Cottus) may be used for live balt in all waters of
the Central District'excapt in waters limitedito artificial iures and the
Madison River. between Vamey Bridge and Ennis Lake.

s Live nongame fish [except camp, goidfish, sunfish, bullheads (catfish
family) ){ellow perch and rainbow smelti may be used for bait only.
in the fo lowing waters: ;

— Blghom'Lake and Afterbay. Reservolr.

— Bighom River—Aftertiay Dam to cable 600 fest downstream and
below Bighom Access Area.

— Ciarks Fork Yellowstone River—downstream from bridge at Bridger.

— Marlas River,

— Muddy Creek Drainage near Vaughn including ail streams and
drainage canalis.

— Streams and ditchesIn the Yellowstone River Dralnage downstream
%fl the) mouth of the Ciarks Fork (except for a section of the Bighom

ver).

Boat and Motor Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may. be restricted on some of the
waters within this fishing district. * Piease refer to the boat and
motor restrictions described on page 37. A complete description of
ali the boat and/motor restrictions can be obtained bg contacting a
license agent or any Department of Figh, Wildlife and Parks office.

CENTRAL FISHING DISTRICT m————
SPECIAL REGULATIONS

Check the district speciai reguiations listed below for the body of
water you Intend to fish. if the bodg of water Is not found.in the
Ilstin? of special regulations, the standard regulations, seasons, and
daily/possession iimits appl' 3

Aider Creek (Big Hole Drainage)

* Open entire yaar for. brook trout,

Alder, Guich Creek and dredge ponds mouth to Virginla City
s Open entire year.

Antelope Butte Lake (see Ostle Reservoir)

Armstrong Spring Creek

¢ Open entire year.

s Artificial flles and lures only.

s Catch-and-reiease on‘l}'. :
Arod Lakes (see Eyraud Lakes)

o Limit A: Five (5) trout.

» Catch-and-reiease only for g[ayllngB.

Badfer Cresk Dralnage near Heart Butte, within Natlonal Forest

* LimitA: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches: ali cutthroat
trout must be reieased.

Beaver Creek $Canyon Ferry tributary)

* Open June 15 through September 30,

Beaver Creek Ponds (R3E, T11S, S21—Madison River Drainage).

éll p:nds north and south of Highway 287 adjacent to Beaver

ree

. Axoloti Lakes

* Open July 1 through November 30

* Catch-ant-release only, artificiai lures only.

Beaverhead River

J tleltt A: Three (3) trout, only 1 over 18 inches and only 1 rainbow
rou

*  Ciark Canxon Dam to Pipe Organ Bridge
— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
* Downstream from Pipe Organ Bridge
— Open entire year.
Belt Creek below bridge at Riceville
*  Open entire year.
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ke 'CENTRAL FISHING DIST
A e MY RO IR Ly ot - LT
|| Blg'Hole River Blighorn River
A Two Leggins FAS
Diversion Dam
A Fishing Access Site (Dangerous)
o5 Dickie Bridge "‘ Mallards Landing FAS A
..., Divide Dam |
Wise™ 1~ Special Limit Area \ SECONDARY IMPROVED HIGHWAY.
*"‘:\" River “X Melrose Bidge " 10 PRYOR
¥ ‘ Salnt Xavier
q.\"" Twin Bighom FAS
Bridges ] special Trout M
) { pecial Trout: Management
. {;‘b Section Catch-and-Release
& Lind FAS 4 for Rainbow Trout
Afterbay FASA ..}
P Fort Smith
i Bighom Lake A Fishing Access Site (FAS)
Speolai Regulations — Seasons Exceptions '
. ::g):ﬁrm (only) upstream of Divide Dam open entire year for . ﬁ erbayADam o cable 600 feet downstream and below Bighom
: ‘Access Area
» Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout from — Openientire year.
December. 1 to the third Saturday in May with maggots and/or — Limit A: Five (5) trout only 1 of which may be over 18
artificiai iures oniy, except Divide Dam to Meirose Bridge is inches and only.one (1) of which may be a rainbow trout.
closed to ali fishing December. 1 to third Saturday in May. s Cabie 600 feet bélow Afterbay. Dam to Bighorn Access Area
Special Limits — Open entire year,
* Dickie Bridge (Highway 43 erossing west of Wise River in TIN, — Artificiai lures °ﬂ|¥-
R12W, S1'Ig)t I\ﬂelrose Bridge: — Limit'A; Five (5) trout oniy. 1 of which may, be over 18
— Limit A: Four (4) trout fimit; 3 fish under 13 inches and 1 inches.  Catoh-and-reiease only for rainbow trout.
over 22 Inches, arificial iures on(ljy. :
» Entire river and tributaries, catch-and-release only for grayiing. Black S8ands Spring Cresek (tributary to South Fork Madison River)
o Open June 15 through'November 30.
Bluawater ‘t:lr”k
[ ]
BigiakeiCrontt (BigiHole;brainage) Boulder River near Big Timber
en entire year for brook trout. o Entire drainage (Including tributaries)
Big Spring Creok (Lewistown) =" Gpen entita year.
s Open entire year. o LimitA: Two (2) trout, only one may. be over 13 inches.
Blghorn Lake and Afterbay Reservolir » Naturai Bridge to 2 Mile Bridge
o Limit: Six (6) walleye, sauger and bass in any combination. — Caloh-and-release only for rainbow, trout, artificial lures only.
o Catfish iimit is 6. Boulder River near Cardwell, mouth to bridge four airline miles
o Up to six (6) attended ilnes, with one (1) hook per line ailowed upstream In T2N R3W §24
through the ice only. s Open third Satgrda,z in May through September 30.
Bozeman (Sourdough) Creek from city water supply Intake to a

point 1,000 feet upstream as posted
¢ Ciosed entire year.
Brimstone Creek (trlbuta? to Hidden Lake, Madison Dralnage)
« Open third Saturday in June through November 30.
\ Buffalo Creek (Fork of Siough Creek)
‘ o Limit: Three ﬁ) trout, none over 12 inches.
Bull Creek (Blg Hole Drainage near Jackson)
| » Open entire year for.brook trout.
‘ Bynum Reservolr
~ Open entire year, to fishing with uP to two (2) tines with two (2)
hooks per line, except that six (6) lines with two (2) hooks per tine
may be used to fish through ice.
Calgon Férry Dam Structure
« Closed asiposted.
Canyon Ferry Reservolr
« Sefiine fishing allowed through the ice only with up to six (6)
attended or unattended lines with up to two é) hooks per fine.
Continued on Page 21...
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Oun#on Fbrri, Reservolr, Continued...
* Trbutarles to Canyon Ferry. Reservolr (Confederate and Beaver.

Creeks) open June 15 through Septemb )
Clark canyog Reservolr o ik
: ISng"l" A: Flt\«e;E (5) trout. |
ngs entering reservoir. at South end,
Shringsienter pga e nd, near Red Rock River
Clarks Fork Yellowstone River
¢ Open entire year.
° Dovgre\?l,}reagl '?I'omatl:{ldg% at Blrldger
- ne fishing aliowed entire year with up to six
unattended'iines with;up to sgr (6) hoollmP per llng) Ao
Cliff Lake (Madison River Drainage)
o Limit A: Five (5) trout.
Confederate Guich Creek
¢ Open June 15 through September 30.
COlégﬂl' Creek (tributary to eb%sn Reservolr)
¢ Open June 15 through November 30,
Culver Pond (Widow's Pooi, Beaverhead County)
o Opeq Juiy 16 throuq? September 30, artificlal lures only.
s Limit: Four (4) brook trout under. 12 inches and 1 over 18 Inches.

Cut Bank Creek downstream of Blackfeet Indlan Reservation |

boundary In T33N, R6W, S§2
;J al?ptzkentlm ar,
.aKe (Yellowstone R
B r'ilmg“tA’ %“l’f h5 tro:: iver Dralnage)
arlington ch (Darlington Sprl
Fishing Access SItg (nem'gt Three po:'k%) c_reek) ol Sobisstone
* Open entire year.
e Catch-and-release for trout,
s Artificial iures onR(.
Deasdalmn's Basltll eﬂervoc;rh
° on snagging aliowed through ice !
35 salmon dal gand 70 In possgaslon.only e ooonaimn s
?eaEr’I‘)tg:‘ré :Jvzalte%msmam frorcr’l HlF?\m‘:j 434 Bridge
season and catch-and-
from December 1 to third Saturda Ir(\: Maa'}. R onifor roul
Creek near Wise River (Blg Hole Drainage)
s Open entire year for brook trout:
Doed) Creek (Urbpar Missourl River tributary)
* Open June 15 through September. 30.
Dickens Lake (Sun River Game Range
¢ Open third aturda¥IIn May through November 30.
Dlvljr"s‘:tox l.g'lfle ((%ult\ Itver Dylt"alna e)
° . Five (5) trout, catch-and-release oniy f :
Dry Creek (Upper. ‘Mssourl River trlbuu:ry)o Mieaormying
. Open June 15 through November 30.
Duck Creek (trlbutary to Hebgen Reservolr)
s Open June 15 th"fbu% November 30.
.Ea %;;?\"t‘hmaég? gml July through
] urday in July through November 30.
East Fork LaMarche Creek Blg Hole Dralnage;
'Ea tgp‘.e‘r‘;"enttllre far fo& brook trout,
atin River t
oo Cree?( ownstream from the mouth of Bozeman
¢ Open entire year.
EIkLI'.a:& (Bgfve{g)efd County)
* LimitA: Five rout, onlytwo of
.Eyrggd (Arn?'d) l.akest e y two o whlch may be lake trout.
en entire year to fishing with up to two (2) iines with two (2)
hooks per iine except that six (6) iines w )
) g:gatr:le uged Ito :Ishpthrr?#gh th(e)lca. i inooks i
r ng no|
s loqunly.g oging em plke and nongame fish open through
Fala‘round Pond, Helena
Ferguson Laks (N, maw. 55985
;orﬂ"r‘nlt AI;EIV&QS& tf'ggt-w » 831, Blg Hole River Drainage)
olhen Lake 2W, 829, '
e e ( (5)'trout. : 9 Blg Hole River Drainage)
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Galiatin River
¢ Open entire year.

o Yeiiowstone Nationai Park to East Qaiiatin Rivar.
— Ciosed to fishing from boats,
Gibson Reservoir
o Limit A: Five (52 trout, catch-and-release only for. grayling.
Goose Lake (Madison Coun
*  Open third Satlrday in Juhe through November. 30,
o Limit A: Five (5) trout.
Governor Creek ( l? Hole Dralnage)
Grayiing Graek (trlbutary to Hebgen Reservolr)
rayling Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr
) 3 er? June 1é throuﬁh November 30.
Harrison (Wiilow Creek) Reservoir, Madison County
s Limit: Five (5) trout, oniy one over 18 inches.
¢ Wiilow Creek arm, as posted
— Open third!Saturday in May through February.
¢ Tributaries to Harrison (Wiilow Cree'l_(F Reservoir (North ‘and South
Wiilow Creeks, near Harrison from Highway 287 Bridge to Wiliow
géeek Reservoir). Open third Saturday in June through November

Hauser Dam structure and adjacent water as posted

o Closed entire year.

Hauser Lake (Includes Canyon Ferry taliwater,

o Limit: Ten ‘1 0) trout and saimon in any comblnation.

* Five (5) waileye, oniy one of which may exceed 20 inches.

» Setline fishing allowed through the ice only, with upto six (8)
attended or. nattended iines with up to two (2) hooks per iine.

Ha{press Lakes (Madison Coumg

e Lower Lake — Limit A: Three (3) trout.

¢ Middie Lake — Catch-and-reiease, arificiai iures oniy.

* Upper Lake — Catch-and-reiease, artificial iures oniy.

Hebgen Reservolr

e Limit A: Five (5) trout.

¢ Tributaries to Hebgen Reservoir (Cougar, Duck, Grayling, Red
Canyon, Rumbaugh; South Fork Madison, Trapper and Watkins
Creeks) open June 15 through November 30.

Helena Valley Regulating Reservoir.

s Open for saimon snagging September 1 through October.31 when
the limit shail be 35 salmon daily and 70 in possession.

* Open to setline fishing through the ice oniy with up to three (3)
attended or unattended lines with up to two (2) hooks per line.

Hidden Lake (Madison COuntyz :

¢ Open third Saturday in June through November 30.

e Limit A: Five () trout.

Hidden Lake (Our Lake, Teton County)

» Limit A:' Three (3) trout, no size limit.

Hoiter Reservoir

e Open entire year.

* Limit A: Ten (10) trout and saimon in any combination except ali
brown trout must be reieased.

° Walleye: Three (3) under. 18 inches and 1 over 24 inches. All
walleye between 18 and 24 inches must be reieased.

* Al waters between American Bar Guich (located apgroxlmatel 4.6
miles downstream from Hauser Dam - T12N, R3W, S$11) and Hoiter
Dam are consldered Holiter Reservoir (iake) for the purposes of
fishing reguiations.

* Setilne fishing through the ice oniy with up to six (6) attended or
unattended lines with up to two (2;’ hooks per line.

Howell Creek (Blg Hole Dralnage near Wisdom)

* Open entire year for brook trout.

Hyalite Creek *

e gee l'\(lllddle Creek, East Fork Hyaiite Creek, and West Fork Hyaiite

reek.

Hyalite Reservolr

s Limit A: Five (5) fish, only one of which may be a grayiing.

» Tributaries to Hyalite Reservoir (East Fork Hyaiite Creek and West
ggrk Hyaiite Creek) open third Saturday in July through November
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s e

Indian Creek, near Sheridan from city water suppi '
point 1,000 feet upstream as posted 4 i
intake Raservol”, Giac '
In eservolr, Glacler Park Hotel Company wi
o Closed entire year. LRonY Lol SUPRY
A, Cotan-ancre
e Limit A; Catch-and-release only. for cutthroat trout,
*  Artficlal lures only. % b e
Jefferson River
. A Eve @b
. it'A: Five rown trout with only 1 over 18 inches.
¢ Catch-and-release only for rainbow t'rgut.
Kiyo Lake (Pondera County)
o Limit A: Three ga? trout, no size iimit.
LaMarche Creek (Big Hole Drainage)
e Open entire year for brook trout.
Lake Francls
* Around water supply outlet'as posted,
— Closed entire year,
* Except portion ciosed as posted
— Open entire year to fishing with up to two (2) iines with two 2
hooks per line, except that six (8) lines with two (2) hooks per
gr:)% ;nﬂ% be u_}secli to flsrlt1hthrou ce.
— or gigging northern plke, walleye, sauger, burb
and nongamengah open throm?gh the Ioeyonly. genbitoting)
Lakoe Heletna T
* Open to setiine fishing through the ice only. with up to six (6
attended or unattend"é‘ lines vglth ug to two é) hookspper line. (.)
Lightning Creek (Absaroka Beartooth Wilderness)
;.ml (:p:::l' ?(Lllgt'l,st 1 tgrou thovem_ber 30,
c ear Creek (downstream from
Stoben, T13N, RAW. o4 ( Interstate Bridge near
s Open third Saturday in May through Labor Day.
* Upstream from:the Interstate Bridge
Lyl;nn Eﬂalrgesmtgday in M$y throuiggh November 30.
, hear Bozeman from city water suppl
polint 1,000 feet upstream s posted. iy TiRUPPI Iiake io18
* Closed entire/year.

Madison River
Three Forks

& Fishing Access Site

Norris Bridge Open To Fishing From Boats

Ennis Lake‘ Ciosed To Fishing From Boats
Ennis
A
Vamney
Bridge \,
en To Fishi
McAtee Bridge ! 2 Shnoifiom Boats
\ / 4 Closed To Fishing From Boats
Lyon Bridge Quake Lake

|| YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
Hebgen Lake

i
(See regulations listed at top of next page.)
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Madison Rilver — Seasons and Limits
¢ Yeliowstone Natlonai Park boundary to Hebgen Lake
— Open: Saturday of Memorlai” Day weekend through
November 30, Standard Limits apply.
* Hebgen Lake to Quake Lake
— Open entire year.
— Standard limits ap;\)/ly.
«  Quake Lake olitlet to Varney Bridge
— Open entire year. :
— Artificial/iLires only:
— Catch-and-release for trout.
o Varney Brlqge to Ennis Lake _
— Open third Saturday. in May throughFebruary.
— Sculpins not'aliowed for batt.
— Limit:A;" Five (5) brown: trout per.day, oniy 1 of which my
exceed' 18 inches, ali raifbow.trout' must'be released.
¢ Ehnis Dam to the mouth
— Open entire year.
— Standard Limits apply.
Boating Restrictions
» Quake Lake Outiet to Lyon Bridge
— Ciosed to fishing from boats.
* Ennis Bridge to Ennis Lake
— Ciosed to fishing from boats.

Marias River

o Open entire year including setiine fishing with up to six (6) attended
or. unattended iines with up to six (8) hooks per line.

McDonalds Pond|(Beaverhead County)

e Open July 16 throu?b September 30, artificial lures only.

o Limit A: One (1) ralnbow trout over 20 inches,in length.

Middle Creek (Hyalite Creek), near Bozeman from city water

aupgly Intake to a point 1,000 feet upstream as posted

o Ciosed entire year.

Midvaie Creek from Intake of Glacler Park Hotel Company water

su;g:ly to park boundary S

o Ciosed entire year,

Mill Creek near Sheridan

* Open entire year,

Miner Creek (Big Hole Dralnage)

+ Open entire year for brook trout.

Missourl River =

¢ Downstream from Three Forks
— Open entire year.

¢ Portions of Missourl River. from Toston Dam to Canyon; Ferry
Reservoir are closed from March 1 through June 15 as posted.

* Toston Dam structure as posted
— Closed entire year.:

s Toston Dam to CanyoniFerry
— Limit: Five (5) trout onlx one exceeding 18 inches. Ail brown

trout between 18 and' 24 inches must be released.

o Just beiow Canyon Ferry Dam as posted
— Ciosed entie year; Hauser Lake iifnits apply in Canyon Ferry

tailwater area. ]

o Waters from Hauser Dam downstream approximately 4.6 miies to
American Bar. Guich (T12N, R3W, S11) are considered Missourl
River for the purpose of fishing regulations.

o Hauser Damdownstream to Holter Dam
— Catch-and-release only, for brown trout.

s Holter Dam, abutment and splilway structures beiow the dam
— Closed entire year.

o Hoiter Dam to Cascade Bridge
— lz.lamllt /:‘ May include oniy one (1) brown trout, minimum iength

nches.

» Between bridges at Craig and Sheep Creek
— Open to spear fishing for whitefish with rubber or spring-

ropelied spears by person swimming or. submerged. Limit:
ive (5) whitefish daily.
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Musseishell River (downstream from confiuence of North and
uth Forks '

* Open entire year.

Neison Spring Creek

o Open entire year. :

e Calch-and-release only, artificiai iures only.

Newlan Creek Reservolr

e Limit A: Five (5) trout,

North Fork Blg Hole River

. Ogen entire year for. whitefish and brook trout.

gort“Fork Birch Creek Dralnage near Dupuyer, within National
ore i

* Limit A; Tiree (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.
;lorr;l;t Fork Dupuyer Creek Dralnage near, Dupuyer, within Natlonal
0

¢ Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.

North Fork Sun River

o Limit A: Three (3) trout, only 1 may exceed 12 inches.

l'i_lortl;tFork Teton River Dralnage near Choteau, within National

ore

o Limit A: Three (3) trout, none. may exceed 12 inches. ]

North Willow Creek, near Harrison from Highway 287 bridge to

Willow Creek Reservolr

* Open third Saturday in June through November 30,

Norweglan Creek

e Open third Saturday In June through November. 30.

O’Brilen Creek above Nelhart pubiic water Intake

¢ Closed entire year.

Ostle Reservolr (Antelope Butte Lake, Teton County)

¢ Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

Otter Lake, Madison County

¢ Open third Saturday in June through November. 30.

o Limit A: Five @ trout,

Our Lake (See Hidden Lake, Teton County)

Pattengall Creek (Blg Hole Dralnage)

o Open entire year for. brook trout.

Pintler. Creek (Blg Hole Dralnage)

° Oﬁen entire year for brook trout.

Plshkun Reservolr

* Open entlre year for fishing with up to two (2) lines with two (2)

hooks per iine except that six (B) iines with two (2) hooks per iine

may be used to fish through ice.

e Open for snagging of salmon September: 1 through December
en 35 daily and 70 in possession shalil be aliowed.

e ISpearllng or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish through the
ce only.

Plimpton Creek (Big Hoie Drainage)

* Open entire year. for brook trout.

Poindexter. Slough

o Open entire year.

¢ From December 1 to third Saturday in May, artificial iures only,
catch-and-reiease only.

Priest Butte Lake ;

* Open June 15 through September 15 and: December 1 through
February.

Quake Lake (Madison Drainage)

e Limit A: Five (5) trout. '

Rat Lake (T6S, R4E, S$12, Gallatin River Dralnage)

o Limit A: -Five, (5) trout.

* Unnamed tributary to the iake Is ciosed entire year as posted.

Rattlesnake Creek, near Dllion from city water supply Intake to a

point 1,000 feet upstream as posted

o Ciosed entire year.

Red Canyon Creek (tributary to Heb%en Reservoir)

» Open June 15 through November 30.

Red Lodge Creek downstream from Cooney Dam

* Open entire year.

Renshaw Lake

s Limit A: Three (3) trout, no size iimit.
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Rock Creek, tributary to Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone River.
» Open entlre year.

Rul(:)y River downstream from Ruby Dam

o n.entire year. :

Rumbaugh Cresk (tributary to Hebgen Lake)

¢ Open June 15 through November 16.

Sawtooth Lake (T4S, R12W, 836, Beaverhead River Dralnage)
e Golden trout iimit one (1) fish. _
Scoft Lake (T5S, A11W, 830, Beaverhead River Dralnage)

o Limit A: Five (5) trout.

ds River
-s hlg:(tesnc!cad whitefish season and catch-and reiease for trout open

December. 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic ingects,
mag otsi(anMd/or ar}:{lclal iures only.
lver Creek, Marysvlile
-s l C;toh—and-relerayse fishing from Golid Sil Mine as posted to Green
Meadow Drive.
s. Downstream from I-15 Bridge near Heiena
— Open thirdiSaturday in/May through Labor Day.
Smith Lake 'sMadlson County)
o Limit A: Five (6) trout.

Smith River

Sl a"dgel,g\den Bridge FAS

&%,
¢ i} LY
§ g Deep

s
§4

Q&
T c":",.?"'% {:f"‘w Tendsrfool Crask
1w° ot # oot
{ 9.»“’“ gpied

o'

T

Sheep Creek
Camp Baker FAS
Coltonwood Gresk
Whitetall Desr Creek
Smith River FAS

Thomas crook 2
A Fshing Access Slfe (FAS) 5
o Boal Comps
Exceptions
U Dgwnatream from confiuence of North and South Forks
— Open entire year.
.. Speclal Limit Area !
o Fl":)el': confluence of Rock Creek to Eden (Huntsberger) Bridge
— Artificlalliures only. Limit A: Three (3) fish under 13 Inches
and 1 fish per day over 22 inches. !
e Chiidren under the age of 12 may fish with bait.
o Aquatic inseots, maggots and artificial iures may be used
December, 1 through third Saturday in May.

Floaters Notice—A mandatory. floater. fee and registration is in
effect on the Smith River. A Smith River Fioater's Guide is also
avallable. Please calithe Great Falis Department of Fish, Wildiife
and Parks office at 4564-3441,
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go;l::t Fork Birch Creek Dralnage near Dupuyer, within National

0 :
o Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches. :
golggls;ut Fork Dupuyer Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National
0

e Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.

South Fork Madison River (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr)

¢ Open June 15 through November. 30.

« South Fork Sun River

o Limit A: Three n’13) trout, only 1 over 12 Inches.

South Fork Two Medicine River Dralnage, within Nationai Forest

o | Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches. :

Sourdough Creek

o See Bozeman Creek.

South Willow Creek, near Harrison from Highway. 287 bridge to

Willow Creek Reservolr ;

' Open third Saturday in June through November. 30.

Spiit Rock Lake ;

* -Open entire year to fishing with up. to two (2) lines with two (2)
hooks per line, except that six (6) lines with two (2) hooks per line
may be used to fish throur%!: ice.

) Splearlng or,gigging for.northern pike, and nongame fish through ice
on

8pring Meadow, Lake
' Closed to motor propelied water craft.
» Open to fishing.by hook and iine only.
o Limit: Five (5) trout; One (1) bass.
8quaw Creek (Blg Hole River Dralnage)
¢ Open entire year for brook trout.
Stiliwater River (entire dralnage - Including tributaries)
s Open entire year.
o Limit A: Two (2) trout, only 1 over 13 inches.
Sun River Dralnage
s Downstream from Gibson Dam

— Open entire year.
¢ North and South Forks of Sun River

— Limit A: Three (3) trout, only 1 may exceed 12 inches.
8unny Slope Canal downstream of Pishkun Reservoir
s Limit A:" Five/(5) trout.
Swamp Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)
o Open entire year for brook: trout,
Swazee Lake (Sun River Game Rangegl
* Open third Saturday in May throu ovember 30.
Tahepla Lake (Wise River drainage
¢ Limit A: Five(5) trout,
Teton River downstream from Highway 89 bridge
¢ Open entire year.
Toston Dam structure as posted
s, Ciosed entire year.
Tragper Creek (tributary of Hebgen Lake)
s Open June 15 through November 30.
Tunnel Lake (Teton CQunty)
o Limit A'may inciude only ﬂ'ayllng.
Twin Lakes (Upper Big Hole River drainage) ' :
o Limit A: Ten (10) trout only two of which may be lake trout.
Vigliante Pond (near Virginia City)
o Chiidren's fishing water, see page 5,
Wade Lake (Madison County)
° pegd entire year. Spawning channel and channei iniet-closed as

o nor::t A: Five (6) trout.

Warm Springs Creek (Lewistown)

¢ Openentire year.

o Limit A: Ten (10) trout.

Warm Springs Cresk (Upger Missouri River dralnage)
o Open June 16 through September 30.

Watkins Creek grlbuh to Hebgen Reservolr)

e Open June 15 through November 30.

Waukena Lake (Blg Hole Dralnage)

e Limit A: Five (5) trout.
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Waest Fork Hyalite Creek

» ' Open third'Saturday in July through November 30.
West Fork LaMarche Creek (Blg Hole Dralnage)

o Open entire year for. brook trout.

Waest Fork Rock Creek from Red Lodge water Intake 1,000 feet
upsctll-garg ti ar

] sed entire year,

Willow Creek an){i tributaries from White Sulphur Springs publi
water Intake to source :
¢ Closed entire year.

Willow Creek Reservolr. (Madison County)

o See Harrison Reservolr

Wise River iBlg Hole Drainage)

o Open entire year for brook trout.

Wood Lake (Sun River)

o Limit A: Five (5) trout.

Wyman Creek (Blg Hoie Drainage)

¢ “Open entire year for brook trout.

Yellowstone River.

Livingston Upper Yellowstone
4 River
Pine Creek Brildge
ia

A Fishing Access Site

A
Emigrant L5 (

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK BOUNDARY

asons and Limits
.Se in the mainstem of the Yeilowstone River from the Yeliowstone

National Park boundary to i-90 Bridge at Biilings and in all
rivers and streams of the Yellowstone River Drainage from
Yellowstone Nationai Park to Springdaie (approximately 18
miles east of Livingston) ;
— Catch-and-reiease only for cutthroat trout.

= Yellowstone National Pa boundargto Emigrant Bridge and
Pine Creek Bridge to I-80 Bridge at Biiiings:

— Open entire year.
— Llﬁllt A Flv% (5) trout of which only one can exceed 18

inches.
» Mouth of Clarks Fork to i-80 Bridge at Blilings

— Open entire year to setiine fishing with up to six (6) attended
or unattended iines with up to six (6} hooks per iine.

— Live fish (except carp, goldfish, sunfish, builheads’ (catfish
family), yeliow perch, and rainbow smeit) ailowed for bait in
streams and ditohes of the Yeliowstone drainage, except for
a section of the Bighorn River.

.. Special Limit Area

= Emigrant Bridge to Plne Creek Bridge

— Artificial lures oniy except that agLiatic insects and ma?gots
may be used as bait for whitefish between December 1 and
the third Saturday in May.

— Limit A:' Brown and rainbow trout, 5 figh limit of which 4
may. be under 13 inches and 1 fish over 22 inches.
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EASTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Sna‘gglng—All waters open to angling are open to snagging of
addlefish. Snagging of chinook salmon Is allowed on Fort Peck

eservoir from October 1 through November 30. All waters open
to angling are open to snagging of nongame fish except the
Missourl River and portions of the Yeliowstone River, as specified
under Special Reguiations. Valid fishing license required.

Spearing—In ali waters open to fishing non-game fish and burbot
(ling) may be taken with rubber or sprln%-propelled spears by
persons swimming or submerged. Valid fishing license required.

Spears or gigs may be used through the ice only for northern pike,
walleye, sauger, burbot (ling) and nongame fish.

Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each angier may take all of the foilowing limits unless ilsted under
sfecial regulations. However, angiers may Possess only the limit
allowed for the water on which they are fishing. :

Rlil'vzlt (daily and possession)
Species & Streams Lakes Restrictions
%{\_mmn ' ;
%mm} Dow
Eas
East of e Comrel Flshing_ Disticrror s |  pasmmR
boundary description, see Central Fishing District. AT ==
Catfish 20 20
dioric, iease call e iy e fhing the water bodles n tis e R
Blings .01 BEoatas seasoM .. Z2eesey Shovelnose S
N sohons oo i T
Tiger Muskeilunge 1 1 30 inch minimum size
Standard Fishing Seasons el R S
At vt con sy e o e e
B oo S, S o o s vy | e
\S,:Héng:hf;‘;llllog?‘tsg%:ﬁr‘;hded. to jugs or o%:mau;;ggfﬂg:ﬁ There is no llmit on whitefish, cisco, and nongams fish. The maximum weight
. sturgeon (genus Scaphirhynchus) which may be taken Is 16 pounds. it is

unlawful to take or a paliid sturgeon hirhyncus aibus) of any size.
All str?ams in Yellowstone Drainage open entire year to setilnes. et s ) y

Anglers may use up to six (6) setlines with up to six (8) h
ﬂ?‘g in thos:I waters open to setline ﬂshlngpexcept(a)s m Hoop hets

.er special regulations. o ;ih?‘ Iuseo?; tlr'lioop nets is permitted In certain areas of the Eastern
Unattended setiines must be clearly identified with owner's . A?,eﬂﬂ.t Is .-:é{med_

complete name and address.

The use of hoop nets Is limited to licensed resident anglers.

: > e Permit applications and rules are avaliable in the Montana
m‘%ﬁﬁrﬂmﬁt&m&%ﬂg ga:rgnlg' e 2pen to bgow and Department of Fish, Wiidlife and Parks, offices in Glasgow and
llegal. Valid fishing license required. At it (- MissCly. .




EASTERN FISHING DISTRIGT .

Bait (Live)

e Live fish may not be Imported into or exported from the State of
Montana except by permit Issued by the Montana Department of
Fish, Wildiife and Parks.

* Sculpins (genus Cottus) may be used live for balt in all waters of
the Eastern District. .

¢ Live nongame bait fish (except carp, goldfish, sunfish, builheads
(catfish family), yeliow perch, and rainbow smeit) may be used in
all streams and rivers of the Eastem District except: i
— Milk River and its tributaries upstream from Fresno Dam.

. = Missouri River upstream from Morony Dam.
— Streams south of Highway 2 which originate in the Bears Paw
tl;l.l’lountalns. and Big Sandy Creek upstream from Highway 87
e

* Live nongame fish (except carp, goldfish, sunfish, buliheads (catfish
famlly), yeliow perch, and rainbow smelt) may be used for bait in
the following ponds, iakes, reservolrs and Impoundments only:
— Balnvlile Raliroad Ponds, Roosevelt County
— Baker Lake, Falion County
— Box Elder Reservoir, Sheridan Coun
— Buxbaum West Reservoir, Richiand County
— Castle Rock Lake, Rosebud County
— Cole Ponds, Philiips County
— Dredge Cut Trout Pond, Valley County
— Dry Fork Reservoir, Blalne County
— Engstrom Reservolr, Sheridan County
— Ester Reservoir, Phlilips County
— Flat Lake, McCone County .

— Fort Peck Reservoir

.— Frenchman Reservolr, Philiips County

— QGartside Reservoir, Richiand County

— Hollecker Lake, Dawson Cou

— Kilienbeck-Reservoir, Danlels County

— Kuester Reservolr, Richland County

— Lame Steer Reservoir, Wibaux County

— Lee (Sam) Reservolr, Dawson County

— Lindsay Reservoir, Dawson County

— Little Warm Reservolr, Phiilips County

— Lone Tree Creek Impoundments, Valley County
— Lyons Reservolr, Blaine County -

— McChesney Reservoir, Phililps County

— Medicine Lake National Wildiife Refuge, Sheridan County
«— Milk River and its Iimpoundments downstream of Fresno Dam
— Neison Reservolr, Phiiiips County -
— Petroiia Reservolir, Petroleum County

- rmond Reservoir, Sheridan County

— Rolph Dam, Carter Count‘

— Schiesinger Perch Pond, Rosebud County

— South Sandstone Reservoir, Falion County

— Spotted Eagie Pond, Custer County

— Talcott Pond, Carter County

— Tiber Reservolr, (Lake Eiwell)

— Tongue River Reservolr, Big Horn County

— Whiteside Reservolr, Garfield County

— Whitetall Reservolr, Daniels County

— Witkowski Reservolr, Wibaux County

Boat and Motor Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on some of the
waters within this fishing district.  Please refer to the boat and
motor restrictions described on page 37. A complete description of
ali the boat and motor restrictions can be obtained by contacting a
license agent or any Department of Fish, Wildiife and Parks office.
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EASTERN FISHING DISTRICT
SPECIAL REGULATIONS

Check the district special regulations listed below for the body of
water you intend to fish. If the of water Is not found in the
listing of special reguiations, the standard regulations, seasons, and
daily?poasession limits apply.

Bear Paw Lake (Hili County)

o Limit A: Five (5) trout

Beaver Creek

« South of Highway 2 (Bears Paw Mountains)

— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
- Cﬁased to use of live fish for bait except sculpins.

Beaver Creek In Valley and Philiips County

e Open entire year to setilnes. -

Big Muddy Creek

» Open entire year to setiines.

Big Sandy Creek :

* Upstream from Highway 87 brldge (Bears Paw Mountains)

— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
- CE)sed to use of live fish for bait except sculpins.

Ciear Creek

e South of Highway 2 (Bears Paw Mountains)

- n third Saturday In May through November 30.
— Closed to use of live fish for balt except sculpins.

Cow Creek (Bears Paw Mountains)

¢ Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

° Cf:)sed to use of iive fish for bait except sculpins.

Dredge Cut Trout Pond i :

o Open entire year for up to two (2) setlines with no more than two
(2) hooks per line except that six (6) setlines with six (6) hooks may
be used to fish through ice.

Eagle Creek (Bears Paw Mountains

¢ Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

o Cﬁa.;ed to use of iive fish for balt except sculpins.

Ester Reservolr (Phillips County)

¢ Open entire }(ear to setlines.

Faber Reservoir (Biaine County)

* Limit A: Five (5) trout.

Fort Peck Dredge Cut Ponds

» See Missourl River. 3

Fort Peck Reservolr (Fort Peck Dam to Beauchamp Creek and

CMR Trail 837) 2

¢ Open entire year for alla?ecles (except paliid sturgeon) to persons
swimming or submerged using rubber or spring-propelled spears.

e en engre year for up to two (2) setiines with no more than two
(2) hooks per line, except up to six (6) setlines with six (6) hooks

r line may be used to fish through ice.

. Elemlt: Ten (1 Oz‘bass daily and in possession.

Frenchman Creek (excluding Frenchman Reservoir)

* - Open entire year to setiines.

Fresno Reservoir (Hill County) L

e Open entire year for up to two (2) setlines with no more than two
(2) hooks per line, except up to six (6) setilnes with six (6) hooks
-R‘er line may be used to fish through ice.

* No limit on northern pike.

Glant Springs (Great Falls) that portion enclosed by concrete

walks and masonry work.

¢ Closed entire year.

Lake Elwell

o See Tiber Reservolr.

Littie Box Elder Creek ]

¢ South of Highway 2 (Bears Paw Mountains)

— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

» Ciosed to use of live fish for bait except scuipins.

Lone Tree Creek and impoundments (Valley County)
* Open entire year to setlines. :
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Marlas River
* Open entire ge‘ar to setiines from i-15 bridge to Tiber Reservoir and
from Clrcle Bridge (Meisner's) to confiuence with Missouri River.
o Limit A:' Five (5) trout, of whichionly one may exceed 18 inches.
o Whitefish: Jimit 35 fish.
Medicine Lake Natlonal Wildlife Refuge (Sheridan County)
¢ Aiillakes open to setiines.
e Medicine Lake
— Open November 15 through September 15.
e Gaffney Lake and Lake 10.
— Open August 15 through March 31.
Lake 12 -

— Open November 15 through March 31.
Milk River
e And its tributaries u‘Pstream from Fresno Dam
— Ciosed to use of iive fish for bait except scuipins.
* Upstream from Fresno Reservoir (above Goidstone Bridge)
— Open entire year to setiines.’
* And its impoundments downstream from Fresno Dam
— Open entire year. to setlines.
Missouri River
* Upstream from Morony Dam
— Closed to use of ilve fish for bait except sculpins.
* Immediately downstream from Morony Dam as posted
— Ciosed entire year.
* Downstream from Morony Dam (exciuding river and dredge cuts
between Fort Peck Dam and mouth of Milk River)
— Open entire year to setilnes.
U ;rong l;ort Peck Dam to mouth of Miik River (inciuding Dredge Cut
onds
— Open entire year for up to two (2) sefiines with no more than
two (2) hooks per iine except up to six (6) setiines with six (6)
hooks per iine may be used to tish through ice.
— Limit A: Not'to inciude more than two (ZE rainbow trout.
» Downstream from outiet tunnels of Fort Pec
— Ciosed entire year.
* Downstream from Fort Peck Dam near. Duck Island as posted
— Closed March 1 through Juiy 31 to fishing and wading.
e MoronY Dam downstream to North Dakota border
—lt Is lilegal to snag for nongame fish.
o Paddiefish Regulations — Missouri: River (upstream of Fort

Dam as posted

eck Dam :

— Ali'paddietish angiers, regardiess of age, must purchase and

have in their. possessioni paddiefish tags: |n addition to other
/ iicenses that may be reqiifed.

— Limit: two fish per.season; : :

— Each paddiefish: angler'must cast for and hook his or her. own
fish. it is unlawful to cast for and/or hook a paddiefish for
another person.

— Any paddiefish tag thatiis locked shut prior to attachment to a
fish shail be void;

- A‘n? tag which has been altered or modified shail beivoid.

— It Is uniawfui to possess an untaggedi paddiefish or parts
thereof, Anglers must tag'paddiefish'with their own tag,

— Paddlefish anﬁjers must’ elther. tag! or release’ a paddiefish
immediately when taken: 7

— If afishiis cut up, the angler mustkeep that portion of the back
andfil:i%rsal fin (back {ln) necessary.to maintaln the tag sealed to

e fish.

— it ls illegal to snag for. nongamei fish! from! the' Morony. Dam
downstream to the North Dekota border.

* Paddlefish Regulations — Missouri:River (downstream of.Fort

Pack Dam)

- Rag[atlpns for this bodg of‘water_ are those ilsted' under

addlefish regulations.  See Yellowstone River and MIssotiri
iver downstream of Fort Peck Dam; page 35,

Musselshell River

* Open entire year to setiines.
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Neison Reservolr (Phlillps Coun

¢ Openh entire yea(r for ug to two g; setlines with no more than two
(2‘)) hooks per line, except that'up to six (6? setlines with six (6)
hooksper. ﬁns may be used to fish through ice.

o Open entire year for ali' species to persons swimming or submerged
using rubber or spring-propelied spears.

e Limit: No number iimit'on northern pike.

Peoples Creek :

' South of Highway 2 (Bears Paw Mountains)

— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
= Cﬂsed to use of live fish for. bait except'scuipins.

Poplar. River

¢ Open entire year to setiines.

Powder River and tributarles ;

» Open entire year to bow and arrow taking of catfish. Crossbows are
lilegal.

Redwater River

= Open entire year to setiines.

Ross Reservolr. (Bialne COunl¥1)

¢ 'Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

o Limit A: Five (5) trout.

Rush Hali Pond (Failion County)

» Open February 1 through October 15.

Snake Creek (Bears Paw Mountalns)

* Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

* Closed to use of iive fish for bait except scuipins.

Sucker Creek (Bears Paw Mountains)

» Open third Saturday in May through' November 30.

o Closed to use of iive fish for bait except scuipins.

Teton River

) Openn entlrelyetzI lt(o sEeltIIn?S.

Tiber Reservolir e Eiwe

* " Open entire e(ar to fishing with two (zz\llnes with two (2) hooks per
iine except txat up to six (6) lines with six (6) hooks per line may
be used to fish through ice.

¢ Limit: Ten (10) northern pike daily and in possession.

Tongue River. Reservoir

* Open entire year for aii specles to persons swimmingor. submerged
using rubber or sprln%-propelled spears.

s Up to six (eLllnea with six (6) hooks per iine may be used to fish
through ice but the angler must be in the vicinity and within visuali
contact of the Ilneéa) or rod(s) at aii times.

Wind Creek (Blalne oum‘) from Ciear Creek road crossing to its

sources, excluding Ross Reservolr

s Closed entire year.

Yeilowstone River

» Downstream from mouth of Cottonwood Creek (approximately 4
miies downstream of intake Diversion Dam?

— Open May 1 through June 30 to snagg,nF of paddiefish or as
posted. Snagging of nongame fish prohibited.

o From mouth of Bighorn River to mouth of Cottonwood Creek
(approximately 4 miles downstream of;intake Diversion Dam)

— Open May 15 throu?h June 30 to snagqlng of paddiefish or as
posted, Snagging of nongame fish prohibited.

* From intake Diversion to about 1/4 mile downstream as posted
— Ciosed May 15 through June 30 to fishing or snagging from

boats or as posted.

Continued on page 35...
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ellowstone River, Continued...
* Paddlefish Regulations — Yellowstone River and Missourl

River (downstream of Fort Peck Dam)

— All paddlefish anglers regardiess of age, must purchase and
have in thelr possession paddiefish tags In addition to other
licenses that may be required.

— Limit: one fish per season. b

— Each paddlefish angler must cast for and hook his or her own
fish. It Is uniawful to cast for and/or hook a paddlefish for
ﬂ“‘%ﬁm"m that Is locked sh

— Any pa El at Is locked shut prior to attachm
fish shall be void.g : i

- Anr tag which has been altered or modified shall be void.

— it is uniawful to possess an untagged paddlefish or parts
thereof. Anglers must tag paddlefish with their own tag.

— For the Yellowstone River only — it is unlawful to re?ease a
g:ﬂdletﬂsh. Each paddiefish must be immediately tagged when

— it a fish Is cut up, the angier must keep that portion of the back .

{.hned f?sct)\’sal fin (back fin) necessary to malntain the tag sealed to

Montana Stream Access Law

Under the Montana Stream Access Law, rivers and streams capable
of recreational use may be so used by the public up to the ordinary
high water marks. Although Montana law gia/es recreationists the right
to pursue water-based recreational activities within the high water
marks of rivers and streams, it does not give recreationlsts the right to
enter posted lands bordering those streams or to cross private lands
to gain access to streams.

The success or failure of the law hinges on the behavior of iandowners
and recreationists. We emphasize the need for cooperation and
mutual respect.

Recreationists are urged to obtain more detailed information from any
Dgpartment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks office.
Montana Trespass Law

Montana's trespass law states that a member of the pubiic has the
privilege to enter or remain on private land by the explﬂ:lt permission

of the landowner or his agent, or by the failure of the landowner to
post notice denying entry onto the land.

It is the responsibility of the recreationist to determine whether private
lands are posted. |If lands are posted, it Is the recreationist's
responslibliity to obtain permisslon from iandowners before recreatin
on these lands. Recreationists are urged to obtain more detaile
information from any Department of Fish, Wiidlife and Parks office.

GENERAL REGULATIONS

|ndian Reservations

s Certain waters on Indian Reservations may have special rules.
Tribal permits may be required. Specific Information shouid be
obtained from reservation headquarters.

e The State of Montana and Confederated Sallsh and Kootenal
Tribes have entered into & cooperative agreement on the Fiathead
Reservation. Piease check for fishing rai;_ulatlona specific to the
Fiathead Reservation. For information call the Department of Fish,
Wiidiife and Parks at 752-5501 or the Tribes at 675-2700.

Natlonal Parks

Certain waters on National Parks may have speciai ruies. Specific -
information may be obtained from the headquarters of the park.

Wildlife Refuges

Certain waters on WIidilfe Refuges may have special rules.
Specific information may be obtalned from the headquarters of the
refuge Involyed. :

Ice Fishing

e Number of Rods/Lines
— Two rods and/or lines may be used to fish through ice on all
lakes, reservoirs, or ponds in the Western and Central Districts
and six rods and/or lines may be used to fish through ice on
iakes, reservolirs, and ponds In the Eastern District. See Speciai
Regulations for exceptions.
* Size of Hole
— The maximum size hole that may be cut for Ice fishing is 144
square inches.
- ell'e is no limit on the size of hoie used for fishing with a spear
or gig.
o Shelters
— The following special regulations apply to ice fishing shelters on
the following waters:
- Bearpaw Lake - Georgetown Lake
- Beaver Creek Reservolr = Hauser Lake
- Browns Lake (near Ovando) - Helena Valley Reservolr
- Deadmans Basin Reservoir - Lake Frances
- Echo Lake (near Anaconda) - Lake Helena
— Shelter definition: Any hut or shelter constructed of any
material except ice or snow. Ui '
— Shelter identification: Each shelter must be marked with the
owner's name, address, and/or phone number, painted or
permanently affixed to the shelter in legible letters not iess than
two (2) Inches In height, of contrasting coior to the background,
-and pialnly visible at a distance of 100 feet.
— Inspection: Each sheiter of closed type construction shall have
a door readily opened from:the outside for inspection by an
officer when the shelter is occupled. The door shali not be
latched from the inside.
— Use: ltIs prohibited for any person to use, fish from or occupy
an ice fishing shelter if the shelter does not conform to the rules.
¢ Sheiter removal ;
— Dally removal is required on the foliowing waters:
- Browns Lake (near Ovando) - Echo Lake (near Anaconda)
- Georgetown Lake - Fitzpatrick Lake
: - Deadmans Basin - - Helena Valiey Reservoir
— On Hauser Lake and Lake Helena Ice fishing sheiters may not
be set on the ice until after sunrise and must be removed from
the area before sunset each day.
Continued on page 37...
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Ice Fishing, Continued...
— Removal after season: The owner of an ice fishing shelter shali
remove the shelter from the area and from pubiic property
before It becomes irretrievabie over the ice.

— Waste and rubbish disposal: - it is the responsibility of the
owner and users of ice fishing shelters to keep the immediate
area around their shelter free from rubbish and trash. Waste
material must be removed when the angier ieaves for the day.

Crayfish

= Crayfish may be taken for personai use with a net or screen not to
exceed four (4) feet in length or width, by hook and iine, or in traps
not exceeding 18 inches in iength and 10 inches in width or
diameter. A valid fishing license is required. 7

* The collection of crayfish for sale or commerciai distribution
requires a permit. Contact a Department of Fish, Wildiife and
Parks office for information.

Commercial Whitefish Fishing

* A permitis required to sell whitefish. Contact Department of Figh,
Wildiife and Parks regional office for a permit and aiist of waters
open to commercial harvest of whitefish.

in accordance with ARM Sec. 12.5.301 It is uniawful to take or
possess freshwater musseis or their sheliis.

Check Stations

* Anglers and hunters are required to stop as directed at ail
designated check stations on their way to and from fishing and
hunting areas, even If there are no fish or game to be checked.

Boat and Motor Restrictions

* The use of boals Is prohibited or restricted on many waters. A
copy of the Boating Laws and. Rules is availabie from any
Department of Fish, Wildiife and Parks office.

* Notice: When using any form of a raft, boat, or saiiboat on
Montana’s waters, a personal fiotation device (PFD) must be made
availabie for all persons on board. The PFD must be the
appropriate size, be in good working order and readily avaliabie to
each person, and be U.S. Coast Guard approved. Boats 16 feet
ggcai I'cI’onger must have an additional throwabie Type IV PFD on

* Ali youth under the age of 12 must wear (securely fastened to their
body) a PFD at ali times when in a boat that is iess than 26 feet
and in motion.

* Thefoliowing is a partial iist of ruies pertaining to boating and water
safety; other waters may be closed as posted.

It is Uniawfui

* To operate upon Montana waters:

— Ali motorboats (gas or electric) and saiiboats 12 feet iong and
longer must be properly licensed and numbered with registration
carried on board. 1

— Ali boats must cany equipment as required by the Montana
Boating Laws and Rules.

Continued on page 38...
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It Is Unlawful, Continued...
— Youth 12 years of age and under may not operate a motorboat
with a motor greate than 10 horsepowe unless an adult is on

board. .
— Unless an adult is on board, youth 13 and 14 years of age must
- possess a Monana motorboat operator’s certificate or proof of
compieting an approved course in order to operate a motorboat
with a motor greater than 10 horsepower.

Boating Closures

e 12.6.801 (1) The following waters/areas wiii be either closed as
posted or marked by barrel booms to the use of all boats or other
water craft except in case of rescue craft or piant maintenance
work: .

" (a) area immediately above and below Canyon Ferry Dam

in Lewis and Clark County;

(b) area immediately above Kerr Dam in L.ake County;

(c) a portion of Brown's Lake near Ovando, Poweli County,

during the time period beginning Aprii 1 and ending July
15. .

¢ All rivers and streams in the following counties east of the
Continental Divide are closed toe the use of all boats propelied
by machinery of over 10 horsepower, except for official use:

County Exception :
Beaverhead 2
Broadwater Missouri downriver from the Broadwater-Gallatin

County line.
Gallatin Missouri downriver from Headwaters State Park.
.I:Aeﬂdeirson
adison -
Parkso Yellowstone downriver from Highway 89 Bridge,
near mouth of Shieids River
Siiver Bow

* The following reservolrs and lakes of the state are closed to
the use of all boats propelied by machinery over 10
horsepower, except for official use:

Beaver Creek Reservoir Hili County
" Carpenter (Tetrault) Lake Lincoin County
South Sandstone Reservolr Falion County

¢ The foliowing waters are limited to manually-operated boats
and boats powered by electric motors, except for official use:

Castle Rock Reservoir Rosebud County
Crystal Lake Fergus County
. Gartside Reservoir Richland County
Helena Vaiiey
Regulating Reservoir Lewis & Ciark County
Lake Elmo Yeilowstone County

+ The following waters of the state are closed to all motor-
propelied watercraft, except for officlal use:

Westem Fishing District:
earmouth rest area pond

Granite County

Frenchtown Pond Missouia County

Harpers Lake Missouia County

Twin Lakes Ravalii County

Central Fishing Dlstrict: :
rapooish access area Big Hom County

Big Hole River Silver Bow, Madison, Deer

Lodge, Beaverhead counties
Continued on page 39...
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Continued...
That' portion: of the Bighom
River: from Afterbay Dam to
the Big Horn Accessiarea,

! ".:J._‘ ty Centra!Flshiﬂy District,
~ Bighom River

byl Galain Coutty

\: Ponds ailatin County.
Egrz:sTigke Meagher, Colin
Park Lake Lewis & Ciark County

That portion of the Missouri
River from the Burlington
Northern Raiiway Bridge No.:
119.4 at Broadwater Bay in
Great Falis to Biack Eagle and
that portion of the Missouri
River from the Warden Brldqe
on 10th Avenue South in
Great Falis to the fioater take-
out facliity constructed near
Oddfeilows Park at
Broadwater Bay as posted,
Cascade County

Missourl River,

Smith River Cascade Coun
Spring Meadow Lake Lewis & Ciark County
Eastern Fishing District:
Bearpaw Iﬁ%e Hili County
Numbered Tag |

* If you catch a tagged fish, piease advise the Depariment of Fish,
Wiidiife and Parks of the:
— Tag number and coior
— Date fish was caught
— Species of fish
— Length and weight (ciose as possibie)
— Location of catch (river - iake and specific area in miies from or
to the nearest iandmark)
— Name and address of angier

Releasing Fish

To ensure a reieased fish has the best chance for survivai:

| ¢ Play the fish as rapidly as possible — do not piay it to total

exhaustion.

¢ Keep the fish in water as much as possibie when handiing and
removiiig a hook.

o IFte&nov"eI the hook gently — do not squeeze the fish or put fingers
n its glils,

* if deeply hooked, cut the iine. Do not yank the hook out. Most fish
survive with hooks ieft in them.

* Release the fish only after. its equiiibrium Is maintained. if
necessary, gently hoid the fish upright facing upstream and move
it siowly back and. forth.

e ’I?el?(a%e the fish in quiet water ciose to the area where it was

ooked.

B T

Fisherman’s Log

it you fish reguiarly in Montana,
{ he‘!r gather fishing information.
Wiite for the Fisherman's Log:

Department of Fish,
; Wildlife & Parks
i‘ F,W&P Building
MSU Campus
Bozeman, MT 58715-0323
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HELP PROTECT
THE PALLID STURGEON!
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The Pallld Sturgeon is a fish of special concern in Montana and it is
listed as an Endangered Species by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Pallids are a bottom-dwelling fish of the Missouri and Yellowstone
rivers, preferring strong currents flowing over a sandy or gravelly river
bottom.

Montana iaw requires:
— All paliid sturgeon must be released immediately.
~ All sturgeon heavier than 16 pounds must be released
immediately.

What can you do to help conserve the Pallld Sturgeon?

1. Leamn to distinguish the Pallid from the Shoveinose Sturgeon,
a smaller and more common species (see diagrams below).
Since the sturgeon are hard to identify, we recommend that ail
sturgeon be released if you are unsure of the species.

2. Immediately and safely release the Pallld Sturgeon.

3. Contact the Department of Fish, Wildiife and Parks with any
information on the location and size of Pallld Sturgeon.

Pallid Sturgeon

1. Quter barbel 2 or more
times the length of inner
barbel.

(Be alert for broken barbels)

Outer Barbel
—

2. Barbels attached close
to mouth, about 1/3 the
distance between mouth
and tip of snout.

Shovelnose Sturgeon

Outer Barbel

1. Outer barbel barely
longer than Inner barbel.

2. Barbels attached about
1/2 the distance between
the mouth and tip of snout.




Warm Water Fish

Warm Water Fish

Northern Pike

T wal

Walleye
first dorsal fin
has dark blotch

cheek has few
or no scales

Channel Catfish

Sauger

Burbot

Goldeye

Yellow Perch

% i _\/ %F
side yellow to yellow-green
with 6-8 vertical bands

Largemouth Bass dorsal fin aimost completely
divided by deep notch

upper jaw reaches

behind rear margin

of eye in adult I

Smalimouth Bass shallow notch in dorsal fin

upper jaw does not
reach behind rear
margin of eye




