1420 E. Sixth Ave. Helena, MT 59620

help prevent the spread of

WHIRLING DISEASE

follow these
rules

DO remove all mud and aquatic plants from your vehicle,
boat, anchor, trailer and axles, waders, boots, and fishing
gear before departing a fishing access site or boat dock.

DO drain all water from your boat and equipment--
including coolers, buckets, and live wells--before depart-
ing a fishing access site or boat dock.

DO dry your boat and equipment between river trips.
DON/T transport fish from one body of water to another.

DON'T dispose of fish entrails, skeletal parts, or other
by-products in any body of water. ’

DON'T collect or use minnows or sculpins for bait.

DON'T use parts of trout, salmon, or whitefish for bait.

TURN IN POACHERS

CALL 1-800-TIP-MONT (847-6668)
WITH THIS INFORMATION: |
WHAT » WHERE s WHEN « WHO s HOW ‘
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2. Locate -.yégﬁgié.tﬂet’*@n; fn;ap.u.,énd:.;ul.'-n-,m:, i

that section. gl

WESTERN DISTRICT....pages 15-25
CENTRAL DISTRICT......pages 26-40
EASTERN DISTRICT......pages 41-47

3.STANDARD REGULATIONS (those applying
to most waters) are at the beginning of
each district’s pages.

4.SPECIAL REGULATIONS (listed alphabetically
by name of water) are on pages following
the standard regulations for each district.
IF a bo?l of water is not listed here, the
standard regulations apply.




Coldwater Fish

Brown Trout

background color
usually golden-brown

tail squarish with
few spots or none

black or brown spots
often with light halos mh Tizgtts h:nossldes
Brook Trout
wavy lines (worm tracks) red spots with biue halos

on back and dorsal fin

white leading edge on fins ) .
set off by black line ) square

Rainbow Trout

pink or red midside
band usually present

fewer than 12 anai fin rays

Golden Trout

numerous spots on

dorsal fin and tail
round black spots

on upper 1/3 of body

10-12 parr marks
(may persist on adults)

Lake Trout :

numerous light spots

/ none red or orange

tail deeply forked, shortest ray

white leading edge often present on fins
less than % length of longest

The fish illustrations displayed in these regulations were painted by
Glenn West for the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

Coldwater Fish

Bull Trout

pale yellow spots on back

tail slightly forked

red or orange
spots on side

white leading edge on fins

Kokanee
adipose fin

fine black specks on back

tail moderately
forked

Kokanee

spawning male

13 or more anal fin rays

Grayling

scales large

dorsal fin large
sail-like, colorful

front half of body

Mountain Whitefish

mouth small




 CUTTHROAT TROUT

Cutthroat trout are the only members of the genus Oncorhynchus native
to most of Montana. The number and range of both subspecies have
been severely reduced over the years due to habitat destruction, compe-
tition, interbreeding with other species and over fishing. r

Cutthroat trout can grow to a fairly large size (1-3 Ibs.) and provide
excellent fishing in good habitat if they are not overharvested. Because
they take a hook so readily, cutthroat can be over fished more easily than
any other western trout. if you fish anywhere cutthroat are found, but
particularly in streams, we ask that you check the throat area of the fish
you catch for red slashes. Letting those fish go should contribute to
iq:jprove fishing. Enjoy the recreation these native Montanans can pro-
vide.

Westslope Cutthroat

small, irregular shaped black

spots, sparse on belly

cutthroat slash —

one on each side spots more dense
(weak on juveniles) toward rear of fish

Yellowstone Cutthroat

fewer, larger and rounder
black spots than on Westslope
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YOUR LICENSE DOLLARS AT WORK

Highiights of 1995 Fisherles Programs

Providing diverse angling opportunities is Important to Fish, Wildlife &
Parks (FWP). With that In mind, Montana continues to rely aimost
exciuslvely on wild, naturaily reproducing trout to replenish its rivers and
streams. In lakes and reservoirs where natural reproduction is not ade-
quate, management objectives are accomplished with hatchery-reared
fish.

FWP also continues to emphasize the preservation of native fish and
habitat protection with special efforts aimed at habitat that has been
damaged.

Among our many accomplishments during 1995 were the following:

Figheries Management
e . FWP and the North Dakota Game & Fish Department.completed a
elan for the coognerative management of paddlefish in the lower
ellowstone and Missouri rivers and associated reservolrs. The ob-
ective Is to provide protection for paddlefish populations while allow-
sr;g gan equitable sport harvest of the fish among anglers in the two

* With the support of anglers and FWP, the 1995 Legislature made it
illegal to transport live fish from one body of water to another and for
anglers to have live fish in their possession away from the of
water from which ther were taken. This regulation does not apply in
the Eastem Fishing District. The regulation was fassed to help reduce
llegal Introductions of fish, which can severely impact fisheries man-

agement programs. ;

Research :

* In December 1994, whirling disease was detected in the Madison
River of southwestem Montana. In 1995, 15 additional bodies of water
in the state were determined to harbor the disease. In May, 1995,
Govemor Marc Racicot appointed a 20-member task force to develop
an action ci::lan to address whirling disease in Montana. Vigorous
testing to determine the extent of the disease and research to helg
find a way. to slow its spread are under way. During 1995, the FWi|
Commission outlawed the use of sculpins or salmonid species as cut
bait to help halt the'spread of the disease. e

* Radlo transmitters were implanted in over 50 bull trout and other fish
to monitor their movements in the Blackfoot and Clark Fork River
drainages. This effort was initiated to determine distribution of the
species, timing of migration, habitat preferences and other factors
necessary to help promote the recovery of buli trout populations.

* FWP completed a survey on the Bighorn River to determine angler
satisfaction and leam future management preferences.

* Inan attempt to help recover the threatened stream-dwelling a?rarﬁng
and determine what stocking strategies will maximize survival follow-
ing Introduction, FWP biologists reintroduced grayling into the Gallatin
and East Gallatin rivers.

Habitat Protectionimprovement -

e FWP con:gleted water leases on two tributaries of the Yellowstone
River for the benefit of Yellowstone cutthroat trout and a tributary of
the Jefferson Riverto aid spawning and survival of brown and rainbow
trout. Another lease on Tin Cup Creek in the Bitterroot drainage was
acquired to help maintain rainbow trout spawning habitat.

¢ FWP has initiated 67 stream restoration ;rojects since the inception
of the River Restoration Program in 1989. FonY-two grojects ave
been completed. These projects enhance spawning habitat, improve
rI!Jarian vegetation and bank cover, reduce loss of fish into imgation
diversions, provide fish passage to spawning grounds, restore essen-
tial habitats and naturally functioning stream channels or protect
genetically pure native fish populations. {

s T

YOUR LICENSE DOLLARS AT WORK

« The 1995 Legislature created the Future Fisheries Improvement
Program whicg expands efforts to restore and enhance habitats for
wli'l?lgﬁsh populations in lakes, rivers and streams. A citizen review

panel was appointed in July 1995 to rank projects and to recommend

to the FWP Commission which prcy‘ects should be funded. Project
ing beginning in February 1996.

proposals will be considered for fun

Specles of Speclal Concern .

+ In the spring of 1995, the FWP Commission closed Hungry Horse
Reservoir to the taking of bull trout to preserve dwindling populations
of the species. It later also closed the mouths of four spawning
tributaries because they are important staging areas during spawning
migration.

+ FWP increased its education efforts and enforcement patrols in areas
inhabited by species of special concem, especially bull trout,
westslope cutthroat trout, grayling and paddlefish. The effort is in-
tended to minimize unlawful and unintentional taking of these species.

- Fish Stocking

* In 1994, the latest hyear for which complete fish stocking information
is available, FWP fish hatcheries produced over 7 million salmonids
for stocking in lakes and reservoirs, approximately 35 million walleye,
300,000 largemouth bass and hundreds of thousands of other warm
water fish.

« The annual waileye egg-taking operation near Nelson Creek on Fort
Peck Reservoir resulted in a record 76 million eggs being faken in
1995 by fisheries crews with the aid of local volunteers. The progeny
from these eggs will provide enhanced walleye angling opportunities
in waters across central and eastem Montana.

« Continuing work on the Washoe Park Hatchery at Anaconda resulted
in the development of a new water supply system and construction of
a state-of-the-art hatchery building.

Increased Opportunities ;

« Asecond annual Fishing Without Barriers day was sponsored by FWP
and its Crossing the Barriers Committee on Flathead Lake in June
1995. Twenty-four anglers with disabilities caught 30 Lake Trout. The
Montana Charter Boat Association provided seven boats free of
charge.

o During 1994-95, a total of 1,200 students attended Youth Angler
Education courses at 22 sites across the state. They received hands
on experience in angling skills, aquatic ecology, water safety and
ethics.

« State walleye records continued to be shattered by anglers on Fort
Peck Reservoir during 1995. The largest “lunker” was a 16.3 pound
walleye.

« During 1995, FWP acquired three new properties to be enjoyed by
the angling public. also completed site protection and improve-
ment projects at 17 Fishing Access Sites.

Enforcement

« The Enforcement Division hired 11 new officers to fill nine vacancies
and new field positions located in Helena and Wise River. These
additional wardens have improved service to the public and protection
of Montana’s fisheries resources. :

« Montana game wardens contacted in excess of 48,000 anglers in
1995 in an attemptto improve compliance with regulations and protect

- our fisheries resources.

The realization of the above was made possible by revenues from fishing
and hunting license sales. Special thanks to Montana's anglers and
hunters. More information on FWP accomplishments on a department-
wide basis will be provided in-our 1995 annual report, scheduled to be
completed in late winter of 1996.




FISH CONSUNMPTION ADVISORY

The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services has

issued advisories for the consumption of fish from certain Montana
waters. Fish from some Montana waters contain levels of chemicals
which may be harmful to young children, nursing mothers and
childbearing women or persons frequently consuming fish.

Information listing consumption advice and additional details is available
from the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services,
Helena, MT 59620. Telephone (406) 444-3986.

RIVER ETIQUETTE

Be aware that boat access areas can be busy places;
to fish in a location that wouldn’t cause congeysgon. youmaywen

« Don't encroach on another angler's space. Use the “visual rule of -

c:’osgﬁ;'neg and attempt to keep out of sight of other anglers, if at all
%rggn%e ernc?"r?opolize a good fishing spot on the river, fish for a while,
nderstand that there are going to be instances when the wadin
ot e couee dagete e epl aculc et Al
so doesn't violate trespass laws. o

WHIRLING DISEASE

Montana’s wild and n_atfve trout are among the nation’s most precious
natural resources. Whlrilr)g disease, a potentially fatal iliness of trout and
salmog, has been found in Montana. We need your help to prevent its
spread.

The tiny parasite that cause the trout illness can survive within live fish,

dead fish,-and in water and riverbed mud. It can even survive In dry

mud. ;

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks urges anglers, boaters and oth
these DOs & DON’Ts: rgesang nd others to follow

DO remove all mud and aquatic plants from your vehicle, boat, anchor,
trailer and axles, waders, boots and fishing gear before departing the
fishing access site or boat dock.

DO dry your boat and equipment between river trips.
DON'T transport fish from one body of water to another.

DON'T dispose of fish entrails, skeletal parts, or other by-products i
any body of water. . P y-products in

DON'T collect or use minnows or sculpins for bait.
DON'T use parts of trout, salmon, or whitefish for bait.

A.State Lar_lds Recreational Use License, which is available from Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks license agents, is required to conduct most recrea-

RECREATIONAL USE OF STATE LANDS

A State Lands Recreational Use License, which is available from Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks license agents, is required to conduct most recrea-
tional activities (including hunting and fishing) on state lands. Pamphlets
that provide Information regarding the rules, regulations and restrictions
goveming these recreational activities on state lands are available from
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks offices and license agents and offices

the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. .

MONTANA STREAM ACCESS LAW

Under the Montana Stream Access Law, rivers and streams capable of
recreational use may be so used by the public up to the ordinary high
water marks. Although Montana law gives recreationists the right to
pursue water-based recreational activities within the high water marks of
rivers and streams, it does not give recreationists the right to enter posted
lands bordering those streams or to cross private lands to gain access
streams. .

The success or failure of the law hinges on the behavior of landowners
and recreationists. We emphasize the need for cooperation and mutual

respect.

Recreationists are urged to obtain more detaileg information from any
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks office.

MONTANA TRESPASS LAW

Montana's trespass law states that a member of the public has the

privilege to enter or remain on private land by the explicit permission of

the landowner or his agent, or by the failure of the landowner to post
notice denying entry onto the land.

It is the responsibility of the recreationist to determine whether private
lands are posted. If lands are posted, it is the recreationist's responsibility
to obtain permission from landowners before recreating on these lands.
Recreationists are urged to obtain more detailed information from any
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks office.

MONTANA POWER COMPANY DAMS

USE RESTRICTIONS AT MONTANA POWER COMPANY DAMS

in the interest of public health and safety, certain areas above and below
all Montana Power Company (MPC) owned and operated dams are
closed to the public. These restrictions include areas where no public
access is allowed below the ordinary high-water mark and areas of no
boating, sailing, fioating and swimming. The restricted areas are identified
and delineated by signs and/or boat restraining systems. For specific
closures see the current Montana Boating Regulations or call MPC's

Hydro Hotline at 1-800-247-9131 (Montana only).

-




COMMISSION ADOPTED

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks receives federal aid. Under Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1984 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
the federal govemment prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin or handicap. Anyone believing they have been discrimi-
nated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or
desiring further information, may write to: Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks,
1420 East Sixth Avenue, Helena, MT 59620; or Office of Equal Opportu-
nity, U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

By order of the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Commission, the seasons,
limits and regulations listed herein shall govem the 1996 fishing season.
These regulations are valid March 1, 1996, through February 28, 1997.
These regulations were adopted by the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Commission on November 9, 1995.

These regulations as adopted herein are also proposed to remain in effect
for the 1997 fishing season. They will be formally adopted, with possible
changes, by the Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission in the fall of 1996.
Any changes will be made available to the public on an addendum sheet
available from all license agents and at all Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ offices.
Portions of the regulations in this booklet may be changed, or additions
may be made, for the 1997 fishing season. In order to have a complete
set of the current regulations and in order to remain in compliance with
the law, anglers must obtain the fishing regulations addendum sheet.

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

License Requirements

A fishing license is a permit for the lawful holder thereof to fish for and
possess any fish within the state as authorized by Montana's fishing
regulations. This includes commercial whitefishing in which case the
license mustbe validated by an authorized Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
employee. There is no charge for this validation.

A conservation license is required of both. residents and nonresidents
before a fishing license may be purchased. -

Licenses are nontransferable and nonrefundable. Tﬁe license year runs
March 1 through February of the following year.

Resident

4 :
In order to apply for a Montana resident fishing license, one must be a
legal resident of Montana for a period of six months immediately prior to
making application.

Each resident 15 years of age and older must have a resident fishing
license in order to fish. Residents under the age of 12 need no license to
fish but must observe limits and all other fishing regulations.

Free fishing permits are available from respective institutions for patients
at veteran's administration hospitals and for residents of state institutions
other than the state penitentiary.

* Resident ConservationLicense .. ........... $ 4.00

— Residents 12 through 14 years of age and residents 62 or older
need only a conservation license to fish, and to hunt upland game
birds, other than turke¥s.

* Resldent Person With Disabllity Conservation License .. $ 4.00

— Residents who are certified as permanently and substantial
disabled, as designated by rules of the Montana Fish, Wildlife
Parks, may apply for an annual “Resident Person With Disability
Conservation License” which authorizes fishing, and hunting of
upland game birds, other than turkeys.

* ResldentFishinglLicense . . . . ............. $13.00

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

Resident Sportsman'sLicense . . . . . ... . .. ... $64.00
—_ Includepso a conservation, deer“A”", elk and black bear license and
authorizes fishing, and hunting of upland game birds, other than

turkeys. _
* Resident ;saddleﬂsh Tags .. .coovev o Two for $ 6.00
— Limit of two.
— Required of all paddlefish anglers, regardless of age.

Nonresident Licensing oy .
| nonresidents 15-years of age and older must have a ng license
glsh. No nonresident under the age of 15 years may fish in Montana
without having obtained a fishing license unless the nonresident under
the age of 15 years is in the company of an adult in possession of a valid
Montana fishing license. The limit of fish for the nonresident and the

accompanying adult combined may not exceed the limit for one adutt.

A nonresident of any age may purchase a nonresident fishing license and
be entitled to take a legal limit of fish.

+ Nonresident ConservationlLicense ... ........ 5.00

« Nonresident Season FishingLicense . . ........ g:goo

* Nonresldent Two-Day FishingLicense .. ....... $10.00
— Valid for two consecutive days.

« Nonresident PaddlefishTag .. ...... . .« Two for $16.00
— Limit of two.

— ired for all nonresident paddlefish anglers, regardless of -
g?e;ueven when accompanied gy an adult In péssession of a vaiid

ontana fishing license.
« Nonresident Deer CombinationLicense . . . ... ... $245.00
— Available from the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Helena Head-
quarters only. Includes a conservation and deer "A” license and
authorizes fishing, and hunting of upland game birds, other than

turkeys. Quota of 6,000.
. Nonr:sldeyrs\t Big Game Combination License . . . . . . $475.00

— Available from the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Helena Head-
:x::ltaee:only. Includes a conservation, deer “A”, and elk license
and authorizes fishing, and hunting of upland gamé birds, other
than turkeys. Quota of 17,000.

State Park Entrance Fee — Resident & Nonresident
Montana state park use, including fishing from waters at a state park,
requires an entrance fee. A state park passport vehicle sticker is available
for $15 from any Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks oﬁge and-most license
agents. For the occasional user, a $3 per vehicle daily entrance charge
may be paid at the site you are visiting.




GENERAL REGULATIONS

Statewide Standard Fishing
Regulations :

Limits — Daily and Possession

‘Daily limit shall mean the numbers of fish that may be legally take
during a calendar day. It is unlawful to take or posszss m'ggre an thg
gaily imit of ﬁsih unless otherwise specified under district regulations.

Legally taken® means caught and killed. Where catch and release is
allowed, fish released alive are not taken.

P:rss'%e's::’%r;;ierr;nishall n;tgan tihe nur?ober of:;ish which may be in one

n sion anytime in any form: fresh, stored in
lockers, saited, smoked, dried, oa‘n%ed or otherwise preserveetie o

L ;?r:fltesr to district regulations for respective daily and possession

— A per.son fishing on a water may posse: imi
Apersonif g9 y p s only the limit allowed for

— Where size limits apply and while a person is on the water a
fishing, all fish in possession must be whole with head, skin, a:g
gnsls atta:'hed. Only gills and entrails may be removed.

— Salmonids (trout, salmon and whitefish) may be dressed and
filleted before transport to a permanent resideynce, but the entire
skin must be attached to the fillet for identification. For all non-sal-
monids, a minimum of one square inch of skin - other than the belly
- must remain attached to each fillet. It is unlawful to transport
dressed fish to a person’s residence, unless those fish can be
gﬁ:tn::détlf I:}he eaé(ch l:d frozenn prionl') to transportation, each fish or

must be packa so it can be co : i
Metimost! onz ﬁsh.g unted. Two fillets will be

— ltisillegalto can fish before taking them to a permanenit residence
Mobile recreational vehicles, travel trailers, gr tents do not qualify
as a permanent residence.

Seasons

All dates given are inclusive dates. Where.dates specify an open season
fishing is closed throughout the remainder of the year. An open season
is for all species unless otherwise specified.

Game Fish

All species of the family Salmonidae (chars, trout, salmon, grayling and
whitefish); all species of the genus Stizostedion (sauger and walleye); all
spec!es of the genus Esox (northern pike and tiger muskellunge); all
species of the genus Micropterus (bass); all species of the genus
Polyodon (paddlefish); all species of the family Acipenseridae (sturgeon);

the genus Lota (burbot or ling); and the species |
(channel catfish). 9) pecies Ictalurus punctatus

Fishing Hours

otherwise specified.

Fishing is allowed at all hours during open fishing seasons, unless

Fishing Methods

Ho
L]

ok and Line Limits :

Only a single line with up to two hooks, with or without a pole, may be
used for fishing unless otherwise specifled In district reg&laﬂc'ms. %’he
pole or line must be hand-heid or In Immediate control. }
Two poles with up to two (E? hooks per pole, may be used on lakes
and reservolrs In the Central and Eastem Fishing Districts.

Where multiple lines are allowed, the total number of allowable lines
Ign:lal:des hand-held lines, setiines; spears, or other units of fishing
A hobk Is a single, double, or treble point attached to a single shank.
%:ure with v?'ilulgple hooks is still cong%ered a single hook.g

ese provislons also apply to commercial whitefish
vided under district regul al:igns. st

GENERAL REGULATIONS

Setlines >

Seflines may be used on some waters as specified under district
regulations. Unless otherwise specified a setline must be checked by
the owner at least once every 24 hours.

The owner's name and address must be attached to each unattended

setline.

Setilines shall not be attached to jugs or other floating devices.
aggin

Sgngagggin of fish is unlawful at all times except paddiefish, chinook
salmon, kokanee salmon and non?ame fish as specified under district
regulations. Where snagging is allowed, any number of hooks may
be used. Snagging is a technique of angling in which a hook or hooks

are cast, trolled or lowered into the water and manipulated to imbed
the hook or hooks into the body of the fish. All game fish not legal for
- snagging that are incidentally snagged must be released immediately.

Nets and Traps ;
» Landing nets may be used for landing hooked fish.

In Central and. Eastem District waters where use of live fish is allowed
for bait, nongame species (except carp, goldfish, sunfish, bullheads
catfish family), yellow perch’and rainbow smelt) may be taken in the
llowing manner: 5 i
— with seines not to exceed twelve (12) feet in length and four (4)
feet in width, or
— with minnow traps not to exceed eighteen (18) inches in length
and ten (10) inches in diameter. :
Crayfish for personal consumption may be taken in traps not to exceed
eighteen (18) inches in length and ten (10) inches in diameter.
ggop nets may be used in the Eastem Fishing District only. See page

Artificial Lures

Artificial lures shall include any lure (including flies) that is man-made
in imitation of or as a substitute for natural bait. Artificial lures do not
include fish eggs or other chemically treated or processed natural
baits or any nafural or man-made food, or any man-made lures that
have been treated with a natural or artificial fish attractant or feeding

stimulant.
innows and Other Bait

Live Fish

Live fish may not be imported into or exported from the State of
I'\:no&t:na except by a permit issued by the Montana Fish, Wildlife &
arks.
The takinq and/or use of sculpins (genus Cottus) as fishing bait (also
known as “bullheads”) is prohibited on all waters in the state, because
sculpin may transmit whirling disease.
Live carp, goldfish, sunfish, bullheads (catfish family), yellow perch
and rainbow smelt may not be used for bait at any location in the state.
Live fish may not be used for bait except as provided under Bait SLive)
as listed in the Central (page 28) and Eastem (page 42) District
regulations. ;
Persons fishing in waters closed to the use of live fish for bait may not
have live bait fish in their immediate possession. Nongame species
may be taken for bait only in waters where live fish are allowed as bait
(see Fishing Methods, page 7).

Dead Fish
No portion of salmonids (trout, salmon, whitefish) except eggs may be

used as bait. All.other fish, or parts thereof, may be used dead as bait if
they have their heads and entrails removed, or if they have been
preserved or frozen, except in waters limited to artificial lures only.

Commerclal Balt Fish Seining and Sale of Bait Fish

Non?ame bait fish (except carp, goldfish, sunfish, bullhead (catfish
family), yellow perch and rainbow smelt) may be harvested for com-
mercial purposes in accordance with M Section 12.7.201.-
12.7.206. Any individual taking nongame fish for sale or commercial
distribution must possess a commercial bait fish seining license.
Contact your regional Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks office for a
Eermit and list of waters open to commercial seining.

ive bait fish may not be imported into or exported from the State of
Montana for commercial or other purposes.
Commercial bait regulations are not valid on Indian reservation wa-
ters—for information contact local tribal officials.
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Commerclal Aquatic Invertebrate Collections

'ersons wishing to collect aquatic invertebrates such as leeches,
crayfish, and aquatic insects for sale or commercial distribution should
contact their regional Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks office for

_ GENERAL REGULATIONS

Ice Fishing, continued. . .

« Shelters . -
— The following special regulations apply to ice fishing shelters on
the following waters:

e —— -

information. Also see Crayfish and Mussels, page 10. - Bearpaw Lake L - Georgetown Lake
- Beaver Creek Reservoir - Hauser Lake

\Taation Canals and:Djtches - Browns Lake (near Ovando) - Eaell(eng Valley Reservoir

Man-made irrigation canals and ditches are open year round unless - Deadmans Basin Reservolr H e Frances

shown otherwise under district regulations. District standard daily and - Echo Lake (near Anaconda) Lake Helena

possession limits for rivers and streams apply to irrigation’ canals and — Shelter definition: Any hut or shelter constructed of any material

except ice or snow.
o j — Sheltl:r identification: Each shelter must be marked with the
BegverRonds owner's name, address, and/or phone number, painted or per-

manently affixed to the shelter in legible letters not less than two

Impoundment’s formed by beaver dams on streams are govemed by the (2) inches in height, of contrasting color to the background, and

e s ey

iTve Toguietions that gover lhe sireama. / plainly visible at a distance of 100 feet.
Sloted Watcre e e atia o Rapecion by n
i Ul
All waters operated by the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks and the U.S. 8 oo Bl O e ocaupied. The door anall not be
Fish and Wildlife Service as fish hatcheries and rearing ponds shall be : latched from the inside.
closed to fishing at all times. Water in which the Montana Fish, Wildlife -— Use: It is prohibited for any person to use, fish from or occupy
& Parks is operating fish traps and other special structures shall be closed an ice fishing shelter if the shelter does not conform to the rules.
to fishing as posted. Certain water-supply lakes, streams, and hazardous : « Shelter removal: A =
areas are closed as posted. ! — Daily removal is required on the follow &g waters:
- - ando - Echo Lake (near Anaconda)
Children’s Fishing Waters | T L Fasatick Lake. l
Waters posted as Children's Fishing Waters are closed to fishing during - Deadmans Basin - Helena Valley Reservoir
the entire year to persons 12 years of age and older. — On Hauser Lake and Lake Helena ice fishing shelters may not
Children’s Fishing Waters are: : \ be set on bgfg ice until tal’tae::'h sgral;lse and must be removed from
: the area re sunset e .
+- Fairground Pond (Helena) ' ; — Removal after season: The owner of an ice fishing shelter shall
: ‘gﬁﬂ%‘,‘l‘,’b";’;‘,‘,’d‘?,?:;,‘{E’i‘;?oﬁ%’ ; rerrrlr:we the shelter from the area and from public property before

' it becomes irretrievable over the ice. i
indian Reservations — Waste and rubbish disposal: It is the responsibility of the owner

$ I !
+  Certain waters on Indian Reservations may have special rules. Tribal ! and users of ice fishing shelters to keep the immediate are

i i around the shelter free from rubbish and trash. Waste material
?’g?"mftgs;n“a’gﬁg: mgm'ﬂgrpse. O Liormalion'shatidbe obtaiad must be removed when the angler leaves for the day.

" have entored Into & cooperame sqradment on ihe Fionond Rocey, | Cravfish e
Reservation: £t miommelion call o omar e Wikie & g e o4 faok o o wiith by hook and line, or in traps
at 752-5501 or the Tribes at 675-2700. : " not exceeding 18 inches in length and 10 inches in width or diameter.

National Parks ] . \{ﬁgdcgﬁgg‘u%r:?fnxyrgg#?&ale or commercial distribution is limited

to fishing bait and requires a permit. Contact a Montana Fish, Wildlife
& Parks office for information. &

Certain waters on National Parks may have special rules. Specific ,
Commercial Whitefish Fishing

information may be obtained from the Park headquarters.

Wildiife Refuges : ;

f . it i i Il whitefish. Contact Montana Fish, Wildlife
Certain waters on Wildlife Refuges may have special rules. .Specific ' 2%93",:'; ',i;?g,‘,‘;’?gfﬁ%e“fo, a permit and a list of waters open to
information may be obtained from the headquarters of the refuge i commercial harvest of whitefish.
i ed. s :
o ; . Mussels :
ice Fishing « Inaccordance with ARM Sec. 12.2.501 itis unlawfulto take or possess

+ Number of Rods/Lines -

— Two (2) rods and/or lines may be used to fish through ice on all
lakes, reservoirs, or ponds in the Westem and Central Districts
and six (6) rods and/or lines ma¥' be used to fish through ice on
lakes, reservoirs, and ponds in the Eastern District. See Special
Re?ulatzons for exceptions.

» Size of Hole J
— The maximum size hole that may be cut for ice fishing is 144
- square inches. :

— There is no limit on the size of hole used for fishing with a spear .

or gig. i
continued. . .

freshwater mussels or their shells. -

Check Stations

. nd hunters are required to stop as directed at all designated
éhneggrsstaaﬁons on their wa?r to and from ﬁshir:i; and hunting areas,
even if there are no fish or game to be checked.
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Boat and Motor Restrictions

* The use of boats is prohibited or restricted on many waters. A copy
of the Boating Laws and Rules is available from any Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks office.

« Notice: When using any form of a raft, boat, or sailboat on Montana'’s
waters, a personal fiotation device (PFD) must be made available for
all persons on board. The PFD must be the :gpropriate size, be in
good working order and readily available to each person, and be U.S.

oast Gua apgroved. Boats 16 feet and longer must have an
additional throwable Type IV PFD on board.

e Al dyouth under the age of 12 must wear (securely fastened to their
?o y)ﬁa PFD at all times when in a boat that is less than 26 feet and
n motion.

 The following is a partial list of rules pertaining to boating and water
safety; other waters may be closed as posted.

» To operate upon Montana waters:

— Sailboats 12 feet Jong and longer and all motor boats (gas and
electric) must be properly licensed and numbered with registration
carried on board.

— All boats must carry equipment as required by the Montana
Boating Laws and Rules. Y

-— Youth 12 years of age and under may not operate a motorboat
\tl,vith rg motor greater than 10 horsepower unless an adult is on

oard.

— Unless an adult is on board, youth 13 and 14 years of age must
possess a Montana motorboat operator's certificate or proof of
completing an: approved course in order to operate a motorboat
with a motor greater than 10 horsepower.

Boating Closures

* In accordance with ARM Sec. 12.6.801 (1) The following waters/areas
will be either closed as posted or marked by barrel booms to the use
of all boats or other water craft except in case of rescue craft or plant
maintenance work: ;

(a) area immediately above and below Canyon Ferry Dam in Lewis and

Clark County;

(b) area immediately above Kerr Dam in Lake County;

(c) a portion of Brown's Lake near Ovando, Powell County, during the

time period beginning April 1 and ending July 15.

« All rivers and streams In the following counties east of the
Continental Divide are closed to the use of all boats propelled by
machinery or over 10 horsepower, except for officlal use.

County Exception

Beaverhead

Broadwatep. Missouri downriver from the Broadwater-

- Gallatin County line.

Gallatin Missouri downriver from Headwaters
State Park.

Jefferson

Madison

Park Yellowstone downriver from Highway 89
Bridge, near mouth of Shields River

Silver Bow

* The following reservoirs and lakes of the state are closed to the
use of all boats propelled by machinery over 10 horsepower,
except for officlal use:

Beaver Creek Reservoir Hill County
Carpenter (Tetrault) Lake Lincoln County
South Sandstone Reservoir  Fallon County

GENERAL REGULATIONS

The following waters are limited to manually-operated boats

boats c motors, except for officlal use:
ane Cas! Rog%ggew Rosebud 'C,:tounty
Crystal Lake Fergus County
Gartside Reservoir Richland County
Helena Valley
Regulating Reservoir Lewis & Clark Coupty
Lake Eimo Yellowstone County

The following waters of the state are closed to all motor-pro-
pelled watercraft, except for officlal use: :

\Western Fishing District
Bearmouth rest area pond  Granite County
Bitterroot River and Missoula and

tributaries with some Ravalli Counties

exceptions - Contact

Missoula FWP Headquarters
for exceptions
Blackfoot River Lewis & Clark, Missoula
and Powell Counties
Frenchtown Pond Missoula County
Harpers Lake Missoula County
Lower Clark Fork River Mineral County
from St. Johns FAS to !
mouth of Fish Creek .
Twin Lakes Ravalli County
Central Fishing District:
Arapooish access area Big Hom County
Big Hole River Silver Bow, Madison, Deer
Lodge, Beaverhead counties
Bighom River That portion of the Bighom
: River from Afterbay Dam to
the Big Hom Access area, Big
A Hom County
Bozeman Ponds Gallatin County
Forest Lake Meagher County
Park Lake Lewis & Clark County
Missouri River That portion of the Missouri
River from the Burlington
Northem Railway. Bridge No.
119.4 at Broadwater Bay in
Great Falls to Black Eagle and
that portion of the Missouri
River from the Warden Bridge
on 10th Avenue South in Great
Falls to the fioater take-out
facility constructed near
-Oddfellows Park at Broadwater
Bay as posted, Cascade County
Smith River Cascade County
Spring Meadow Lake Lewis & Clark County
Eastern Fishing District:
Bearpaw Lake Hill County
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it is Unlawful
* To violate any of the regulations listed in this booklet.

To refuse to show one's license upon demand.

To refuse to show one’s fish upon demand. :

To loan or transfer your fishing or hunting license or tags to any

rson.
o sell game fish except as prescribed by Montana Fish, Wildlife &

Parks Commission regulations.

* To leavé or dump any dead animal, fish, garbage or litter in or on any
state or private property where public recreation is permitted.

*» Touse ar‘?' carbide, lime, giant powder, dynamite, or other explosive
compounds, 'Or any cotrosive or narcotic poison or to have any of the

same in one’s possession within one hundred (100) feet of any stream

where fish are found, for the purpose of stunning or killing fish.

To hire or retain an unlicensed outfitter or guide.

To waste any part of game fish suitable for food.

TRANSPORTING LIVE FISH

It is unlawful to gossess or transport live fish away from the body of
water in which the fish were taken except for: (1) transportation of
fish for valid commercial purposes; (2) for use as live bait subject to
a% further restrictions imposed by the FWP Commission; and (3)
tv:ictm and along the boundaries of the eastern Montana fishing dis-

NUMBERED TAG

o |If gau catch a tagged fish, please advise the Montana Fish, Wildlife
& Parks of the:

— Tag number and color

— Date fish was caught

— Species of fish

— Length and weight (close as possible)

— Location of catch (river - lake and specific area in miles from or to
the nearest landmark)

— Was the fish kept or released
— Name and address of angler

RELEASING FISH

To ensure a released fish has the best chance for survival:

Play the fish as rapidly as possible — do not play it to total exhaustion.
Keep the fish in water as much as possible when handling and
removing a hook.

Remove the hook gently — do not squeeze the fish or put fingers in-

its gills.

If dgeeply hooked, cut the line. Do not yank the hook out. Most fish
survive with hooks left in them.

Release the fish only after its equilibrium is maintained. If necessary,
gentl r?l?ld the fish upright facing upstream and move it slowly back

nd i
Release the fish in q_ulet water close to the area where it was hooked.

To transport or introduce any fish or viable fish eggs into any waters.

GENERAL REGULATIONS :

Fisherman’s Log

If you fish regularly
In Montana, help
gather fishing
information.

Write for the
Fishing Log:

Montana Fish,

Wildlife & Parks

FWP Building,

MSU Campus

Bozeman, MT 59715-0323

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Information

... New Options : :
The demand for more and faster Information. has led Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks (FWP) to experiment with a wide selection of Information
services and options designed to improve service.

Beginning In 1996, services will include telephone, fax and computer
on-line assistance through free and fee-based Information options.

-900 Hotline
Bur new 1-800-225-5397 Information hotfine — a pilot project FWP has

designed in cooperation with a private vendor — will offer comprehensive
detail to callers on a wide variety of recreation topics, from hunting
opportunities to road conditions. The line will be operational Monday
through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Mountain Standard Time
beginning April 15, 1996. A $1.50 per minute charge will be assessed
and callers must be at least 18 years old.

On-Line Computer Bulietin Board :
Oar free compll,ner on-line information center can be accessed via com-

puter modem through the State of Montana’s Bulletin Board System. By
calling 1-800-962-1729 in Montana, or 1-406-444-5648 from out-of-state,
customers can access the latest FWP news and leave messages with
our System Operator.

d Customer Service
Eﬁxst:?nersl::an send a fax to FWP at 406-444-4952, Customers can call

406-444-2535 for general information, and customers seeking nonresi-
dent hunting licanse information can call 406-444-2950.

In the future, FWP will continue to explore new and better ways to serve
our customers’ growing information needs, including the use of InterNet
and World Wide Web on-line services.

J




WESTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Western Fishing District includes all waters in
Montana west of the Continental Divide.

For addItional informationiregarding fishing the water/bodies n this dis-

trict, please cail the following regionai headquarters:

Kallspeil . . . ........ 752-5501!
Missoula . . .. .. ... . . 542-5500
TDD (In'Helena). . . -1200

Ca ., 44441
(Telephone device for the deaf)

Standard Fishing Seasons

Lakes—Open entire year. Valid fishing license required.

Rivers and Stréams—Open third Saturday in May through November
30. Sorie streams have extended whitefish and catch-and-release fishing
for trout from December 1 to third Saturday in May. See Speciai
Reguiations. Vaiid fishing iicense required.

Ice Fishing—Ail lakes and reservoirs in the Western Fishing District are
open to use of two (2) attended lines with two (2) hooks per line when
fishing through the ice. Valid fishing license required.

Bow and Arrow—Ali waters open to angiing are open to bow and arrow
taking of nongame fish. Crossbows are iilegai. Vaiid fishing license
required.

Snaggling—All waters open to angling are open to snagging of nongame
fish. Snagging of saimon is aliowed in waters open to fishing from
September 15/ through. December except as noted under Special
Reguiations. Valid fishing license required.

Spearing—Persons swimming or submerged may take nongame fish by

spearing in most waters open to figshing (See Special Regulations). Vaiid
fishing license required.

" WESTERN FISHING DISTRICT
Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each angier. may take all of the foliowing limits. However, a
possess only the iimit of fish aliowed for. the water on whi:r?: "g?-,r:y“;?g
fishing. : :

Limit (dally and possession)

Rivers

Specles & Streams  Lakes Restrictions

Limit A — In Any Combination A
Brown trout Rivers & Streams: only 1 fish
Cutthroat trout may exceed 14'inches’
Goiden trout 5 5 Possession limit: Rivers &
Lake trout’ Streams - 6] Lakes - 10,
Rainbow trout
Grayling

Wiiderness Limits:

All waters ih the South Fork Fiathead River drainage from Hungry Horse .
Dam to the wilderness boundary:and il waters within the boundarigs of:
the Bob Marshall, Great/Bear, and!Scapegdat Wilderness Areas uniess

otherwise specified under. excaptions:

Limit A—in any Combination:
Cutthroat:trott J Ri]
Rainbow trout 3 3 Rivers & Streams: No fish

Grayling' ! may éxceed 12Inches
il Limit (dal‘l{{'an'd possession) '

Rivers
Specles & Streams  Lakes Restrictions

Buil trout Ali waters of the Western District excapt Swan Lake,
are closed to the taking and/or the Intentional fishing
for buli trout. (Swan River and tributaries are closed to
the taking or_gull trout).

20 20 |

Brodk trout

Bass 5 5

Tiger muskeliinge, 1 1 30 inch minimum size
Northern pike 16 15

Salmon 20 20 Possessioh limit is 40
Whitefish 100 100 including fish taken for sale
Burbot (ling) 5 ]

it Is unlawfui to take or ﬁbés_eas- éhy é-t'u;g'eon of the genus Aclpenser
{white sturgeon ).

Bait

» it is lilegal to use or capture live bait fish in any waters of the
Western Flshing District.
+ Live fish may not be imported into or exported from the State of
gﬂonta'(na except by permit issued by the Montana Fish, Wildiife
ParkKs.

Boat and Motor Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on some ofthe waters
within this fishing district. Piease refer to the boat and motor restric-
tions described on page 11. A compiete description of aii the boat
and motor restrictions can be obtained by contacting a license agent
or any Montana Fish, Wiidlife & Parks office,
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WESTERN FISHING DISTRICT
SPECGIAL REGULATIONS

Check the diatrict'speciai rqgul%ions listed balow. fo the  body of water

you intend to fish. if the body of water is not folnd'in the iisting of special

reguiations, the standard regulations, seasons, and| dally/possession
limits apply.

Abbot Lake near Blgfork

+ Closed to spearihg. :

» Limit: Five (5) bass daily and in possession, onl¥ one (1) may exceed
12 Inches. May 15 through June 30; one (1) bass daily and in
possession, 22 inch minimum.

Alice Creek (Blackfoot River tributary)

o Catch-and-reiease for cutthroat trout.

Alvord Lake

« May 15 through June 30; one (1) bass daily and in possession, 22
inch minimum.

Anaconda Settling Pond System

« Ali waters in the Wildiife Management Area upstream from Warm
Springs Bridge. :

— catch-and-release, artificial ures only.

o ' Hog Hole open Ma&vzs throuth June 30.

» Pond 3 splilway to Warm Springs Bridge.
— Open entire year.

« Pond 3 open May 25 through September.30.to fishing from floating
non-motorized craft and from north and west dikes except where
posted closed.

+ Al ponds and canals open August 15 through September 30.

« Willow Creek from Stewart Street Bridge to Wildilfe Management
Area boundary.

— catch-and-release, artificial lures only.

Ashley Creek downstream from Smith Lake
» Open entire year.

Ashiey Creek from Thompson Falls public water supply Intake to
source

+ Closed entire year.

Ashley Lake

« Limit: 35 saimon daily and 70 in possession.
17
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Aehley Lake Inlet Tributarles

o Closed entire year,

Basln Creek from lower Butte water. supply reservolr dam to source,

including all reservolrs and tributarles

o Closed entire year.

Bear Creek (Middle Fork Flathead River)

«  Angling!is closed within 100 yard radjus of the stream mouth or as
posted from:June 1 throuz;h August 30,

Beaver Creek (Blackfoot River tributary)

o Catch-and-release for cutthroat trout. :

Blg Creek (North Fork Flathead tributary) and aii tributaries

 Closed entire year.

« Angling IS ciosed within 100 yard radius of the stream motith or as

posted from June 1 through August 30.

Bitterroot River
Missouia

A Fishing Access Slte
Lolo

Florence ¢4 Fiorence FAS

Poker Joe FAS

Victor A Bell Crossing FAS

Waest Tucker FAS
Woodside FAS
Hamiiton

... Special Limit Area — Mainstem and East Fork fo mouth of Martin
Creek and/West Fork upstream to Palnted Rocks Reservair.

o Cutttwm trout, catch-and-refeaseonfy. | - t :

« . Limit: Tfires (3) rainbow or brown trout alonie orin any combination.
Only one {1_)&ma exceed!14'inchesi RS

»  Extendediwhitefishiseason: and catch-andreiease! for; trout apen
Dacember. 1. to the third Saturday. in May with' aquatic insects,
maggots and/or. artificial lures only. .

.. Special Limit Area — From Tucker Crossing to Florence Bridge
and one mile downstream from Darby!to/Como:Bridge.
 (Catch-and-relegse only/for trout entire °¥se_ar. f
o Artfficial lures ohly except aquatic insects and maggots ma alsobe
:.es:? to catch whitefish m December 1 throughithe third Saturday
naviay. :

18
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Bitterroot Valley between U.S. 93 and the East Side HIFhway
b'etwel;an) Hamliton and Buckhouse Bridge (ditches, canals and
sloughs ST

¢ Extended northern pike and whitefish season and catch-and-release
for trout open December. 1 to the third Saturday Ih May with aquatic
insects; maggots, and/or artificial iures only.

Blackfoot Rivar

* Mainstem and ail tributaries (except Clearwater River downstream
from Lake Inez fish barrier).

— Limit A: Rainbow and brown trout; three (3) fish, none may exceed
12inches. Cutthroat trout, catch-and-release only.

* Mainstem only extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for
trout open December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic
insects, maggots, and/or artificiai lures only.

Blanchard Lake near Whitefish

* Open to spearing or. gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice and by persons submerged in the water.

Biue Sky Creek (Kootenal Drainage

¢ Open third Saturday in May throu1g July 15,

Bootjack Lake (near Whitefish, T31N, R 3W, S$26)

+ Open April 1 through November 30,

s Limit A: One (1) trout dally and in possession, 22 inch minimum,
artificial iures only.

Brenneman Siough

. Closed entire *ear to taking of salmon.

Church Slough (Flathead River)

* Open entire year.

*  Limit: Five (5) bass dally and in possession, onl¥ one (1) may exceed
12 inches, May 15 through June 30: one (1) bass daily and In
possession, 22 inch minimum,

*  Closed to spearing.

Clarence Creek (Kootenal Drainage)

¢ Open third Saturday in May through July 15.

Ciark Fork River

. Wam Springs Bridge to Perkins Lane Bridge.

— Limit A: Five (5) trout under. 12 inches or four (4) trout under 12
inches and one (1) over 20 inch es, artificial iures only, open entire

ear.
. Mill?own Dam to mouth of Thompson River.

— Limit A: Five (5) trout, onig one (1) may exceed 16 inches.
* Perkins Lane Bridge to mouth of Thompson River.

— Extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open
December. 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects,
maggots, and/or artificiai lures on!r.

* Mouth of Flathead River to mouth of hompson River.

- n entire year for northern pike with bait or lures.

¢ Mouth of Thompson River to idaho Border.

— Open entire year. Lake limits apply to entire reach.

— Above Warm strrings Brid? — See the Anaconda Settling Pond
System reguiations, page 17. i

Clearwater Dralnage

Upstream from Lake Inez fish barrier and ali tributaries of the Clear-
water River. .

~— Limit A: Rainbow and brown trout, three (3Jhﬂsh, none may exceed
12 inches. Catch-and-release only for cutthroat {rout.
* Downstream from Lake Inez fish barrier.

— Limit: Ten (10) saimon daily and tweng' %20) in possession. Open
for snagging of saimon September 15 ¢ rough December when
35 dally and 70 in possession shaii be aliowed.
Clearwater River downstream from Lake inez fish barrier
» Open entire year.
Coal Creek (North Fork Fiathead tributary) and its tributaries
s Closed entire year.
Copper Creek
¢ Catch-and-release for cutthroat trout and buli trout downstream from
the wilderness boundary (see Biackfoot River, page 19).
Cottonwood Creek (Blackfoot River tributary)
*+ Catch-and-release for cutthroat trout,
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Dnalo k Dralnage, tributary of Lake Mary Ronan
0 Close'c(i entire et:;. Hah
Lake near Anac
-Ecrgpen third Saturday in May through March 31,
o Limit: Five (5) érfgufg (irknclud ing brook trout).
Echo Lake near _ A
. : daily and in possession, only one (1) may exce
%izrn ::ic':\i:g.(sh)lg; ss15 through j’une 30: one (1) bass dally and in
3 inimum.
. pc?:::g?g) 2533438?9";&.9: open to spearing and gigging of nongame
fish and northern pike through ice.
Elk Creek, trltliautar-y to Swan River.
. d entire year.
Em?l;ogzrlhgs, t%buta to Georgetown Lake
« Open July 1 through November: 30. ;
« Limit: Five (5) for all trout, including brook trout.
Fennon Slough (Flathead River)
: 8'33{' lg{‘vtg? %‘gés daily and in possession, oniy one (1) may exceed
12 inches.

flsg{al:'c‘i'eec; whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open

December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aguatic insects, mag-
ots, ancg?r agiﬂclal Iugasr.l

Flathead Indian Reservatio

. it Is necessary on Reservation waters.

. grlig?:lkﬂasth'li"?i%glel-lr?ad:uarters fo?speciﬂc information and regulations.

fl&'ﬂt?\?t? ?a?,'ée(s Kokaneeh ssaln}on gailg{smay be taken from the third

hrou eptember 15,

. Eﬁu{d':axgngsz %‘Q;s. orﬂy twop(zl) ovea 15 inches and aii bass from 12
inches to 15 inches must be reieased. .

. ; tthroat or two (2) rainbow trout or one (1) each,
kmt‘ff{ew%am inches, and 35 iake trout under 30 inches and
one (1) over 36 inches.

o Limit: 50 lake whitefish.
Limit: 50 yellow perch.

E=Iatl.';r?':l‘td'Al:R!I"’v% (2) cutthroat or.two (2) rainbow or one (1) of each, only

one (1) over 14 i:‘\l?hfelsr.‘ and 15 iake trout.
. ; ke whitefish.
. !g-ric?"nl-lt ci?lfilaueence of North and Middle Forks to mouth.

— Extended season for whitefish and lake trout open Deoembg/r 1
to third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, maggots. an dor
artificlal lures only. All other species of trout must be reieased.

ol Bk

— Ciosed entire year to taking o ;

+ Fiathead Reservation boundary to mouth.

— Open entire year.

—_ Li?nlt: Five (5) northern pike daily and in possession, 24 inch
minimum.

fllnEt,gg:gl;d whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open

December 1 to third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, maggots,
ciai ures only.
Flomiloc"rgglitﬂa:d Its artlﬂzlal impoundments from Power Dam to Its
eource, excluding natural lakes
« Closed entire year.
T it Tan (10) rout Hally
. :Ten {
FrecLilrglurr Lake (Philipshurg water supply, Granite County)
. tire year.
Fregllgrsa?ldgr:er: rainage, tributary to Lake Mary Ronan
e Closed entLlrekyear.
ake i
.Gec.l)_; eet?:‘g:n third Saturday in May through March:31 except:
— The south and east shoreline Is closed to fishing from the shorg
or within 100 yards of the shore from April 1 to July 1. Thq closle !
area extends from a point 200 yards west of the Denton's Poin

continued . ..
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Georgetown Lao, contlnu. G0

Marina, easterly and northerly along the shore inciuding Stuart Mill
Bay in its entireté, to : point 200 yards north of the mouth of the
reek.

North Fork Flint

— Tributaries to Georgetown Lake (North Fork Flint Creek, Stuart Mill
Creek, Hardtla Creek and Emily Springs) open Juiy 1 through

November. 30.

* No daily. or possession limit for. saimon.

Limit: Five (5) for.aii trout, inciuding brook trout,

Closed to snagging.
s ltisiiiegal to use or capture live bait fish.
Goat Creek (Swan River tributary) 7
«  Ciosed entire year.
Granite Creek (Middle Fork Fiathead River tributary) and Its
tributaries ;
» Closed entire year.
Hardtla Creek tributary to Georgetown Lake
« Open July 1 through November 30.
* Limit: Five (5) for ali trout, including brook trout.

Hasklll Creek and tributaries from Whitefish public water Intake to
Its source

= Closed entire year.

Herrig Creek, tributary to Littie Bitterroot Lake

+  Closed entire year.

Horseshoe Lake near Ferndale

* Closed toispearing. !

¢ Limit: Five'(5) bass under 12 inches or four (4) bass under. 12 inches
and one (1) over 16 inches.

Hungry Horse Reservolir

. [derness Limits appiy: See Wilderness Limits — Limit A, page 16.

Hungry Horse Reservoir Tributaries

. Iderness Limits apgly: See Wilderness Limits — Limit A, page 16.

Job Corps Ponds (E 1/2 of S7, T6N, RaW Deer Lodge County)

+ Allponds open August 15 through September 30,

¢ Catch-and-reiease, artificial iures only.

Keeler Creek (Kootenai Drainage)

+ Open third Saturday in May through July 15.

Kootenai Rlver (also see Libby Dam)

* Open entire year, except Li b‘ Dam to Highway 37 Bridge (Fisher
River) is closed to fishing March 15 to third Saturday. in May.

* Libby Dam to Kootenai Fails.
— Three (3) trout under, 13 inches and one (1) over 18 inches.
ke Alva

* Limit. Ten (10) salmon daily and in possession.

Lake Blaine near Kallspelil

+ 'Closed to spearing.

Lake inez

+ Limit: Ten (10) salmon dally and in possession.

Lake Koocanusa

+ Closed to burbot (ling) fishing January 15 through February 28.

Lake Mary Ronan

* Open third Saturday.in May through February. 28.

— Third Saturday in May through June 30: one (1) bass daily and in
possession, 22 inch minimum.

*  Limit: Ten 10? salmon dally and 20 in possession.

+ . Ciosed to fishing from midnight to 3am;

¢+ Ciosed to salmon snagging.

+ Closed to spearing.

Landers Fork

* Catch-and-release for cutthroat trout downstream from the wilderness
boundarx (see Blackfoot River, page 19).

Libby Cree

+ Extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open
Decamber 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, mag-

ots, and/or artificiai lures bnlk

Lib r Dam (also see Kootenal River)

* Fishing from boats or other fioating craft is prohibited in Kootenai River.
from Libby Dam approximately 500 yards downstream to David
Thompson Bridge as posted.

. Stnl'ittlxture as posted and the buoyed area immediately upstream from
spillway.

— Closed entire year.
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Lion Creek tributary to Swan River
+ Closed entire year.
Lion Lake near Hungry Horse
o LimitA: Tent(l O)ktrout daily.
ittle Bltterroot Lake
!' Limit A: On’l){ %t:e (1) over 22 inches.
ver
!'MEGxtBelr?::go\?vhlteﬂsh season and catch-and-release for trout open
December 1 to the tnlrd Satulrday in May with aquatic insects, mag-
or. artificial lures oniy.
L gogs':lgdé:regk (Middie Forx Flathead Rlver tributary) and Its
trlli’gfarleds ti r
. entire year. :
Lon %steeek (Mldyi?e Fork Flathead River tributary) and|its tributaries
. (gosed entire year.
Loon Lake (Highway 2 West)
+ Closed to spearing.
Loon Lake near Ferndale
0 Clossetcli"to s&ea{i:'?‘ :
Lower water e
. : Two (2) cutthroat or two (2) rainbow trout or one (1) each
:;mto':e (1) o(ve)r 14 inches, and 15 Lake trout under 30 inches an
1) over 36 inches. ,
g;)eet(\ )to spearing’ or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice oniy.
L TAogplson L"}‘1 y 22 inches
. i ne (1) over {
. Hranltw th?gucg)h J(urze 30: one (1) bass daily and: in possession, 22
inch minimum.
¢ Closed to spearing.
McGregor Lake near Marion
« Limit A; Ten (10) trout daily.
Medicine Lake near Phiiipsburg
«  Open July 1 through April.
Medicine Lake Tributaries
»  Open July 1 through November 30.
Metgalf Lf\‘kﬁl 1 through November 30
. rol :
. Ll?rﬁtn A:pOng (1) trgut dalliy and in possession, size must exceed 22
ches, artificial'lures oniy.
Mldigle ?—%rk Flathead Dralxage \‘ﬁll streams within the wilderness
s Wiiderness Limits appiy: See Wilderness Limits — Limit A, page 16.
Middie Fork Flathead River (non-wilderness portion)
» Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or ftwo (2) rainbow trout or one (1) each,
oniy.one (11) over. 1? irt\c'zes, afnd i15 ake trout,
. tire year to taking of saimon.
. gﬁﬁﬂ&" v;hi!t/éﬂsh seasogn and catch-and-release for trout open
December 1 to the }hird Saturday in May with aquatic insects, mag-
, and/or artificial lures.
%t:tana/Glacier National Park boundary is the ordinary high water
mark on the Park side of the river.
. le_lt1:_ I'E:G iake whlifeash.
Middie Thompson Lake :
" Limit A: Ohly one (1) over 22 inches.
+  May 15 through June 30: one (1) bass daily and in possession, 22
incg minimum.
. Close% to sgearlng.
!\nogt:trc%-a;?-release for cutg\iroat trout d:)gwnstream from the wilderness
dary (see Blackfoot River, page 19).
Mo?r?:gn r(eek (Middie Fork I?Iagheag River tributary) and its
tributaries
» Closed entire year.
Murphy Lake near Fortine
+ Closed to spearlna.
Nevada Creek (Biackfoot River tributary)
+ Catch-and-reiease for cutthroat trout.
No Sellurx L’rﬁkfth h November 30
’ rou !
Ll%elp A:pThreé (3)girout under 12'inches; one (1) over 22 inches,
artificial iures only.

L]
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North Fork Biackfoot River.

* Catch-and-reiease for cutthroat trout downstream from the wilderness
boundary ssee Blackfdot River, page 19).

North Fork Flathead River

o Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or two }2) rainbow trout or one (1).of each,
only one (;& over 14 inches and 15 lake trout.

* Limit: 50 lake whitefish.

i Closed entire [yaar to taking of saimon.

e Extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, mag-
&ots. and/or artificialjlures.

*Montana/Glacier Natlonal Park boundary is the middle of the river.

North Fork Flint Creek, tributary to Georgetown Lake

*  Open July 1 through November 30,

s  Limit: Five (5& for all trout, inciuding brook trout.

Noxon Raplds Reservolr

e May 15 through June 30: one (1) bass daily and In possession, 22
Inch minimum,

O’'Brien Creek from Troy clty water Intake to a point one-fourth mile

upstream as posted

s Closed entire year.

O’'Brien Creek (Kootenal River)

' Angling is closed within 100 yard radius of the stream mouth or as
posted from June 1 through August 30.

Petergon Lake near Bigfork

¢ Closed to spearing.

*  Limit: Five (5)/bass dalily and in possession, onl¥ one (1) may exceed
12 inches. May 15 through June 30; one (i) bass daily and in
possession, 22 inch minimum.

Placld Creek, tributary to Piacld Lake

* Limit: Ten (10) saimon dally and in possession. Open for snagglng of
salmon September 15 through December 31 when'35 dally and 70 in
possession are allowed.

Placld Lake and tributarles

*  Limit: Ten (10) saimon daily and in possession. Open for snagging of
salmon September 15 thifough December 31 when 35 dally and 70 in
possession are ailowed,

Prospect Creek (Clark Fork River) ,

* Angiing is closed within 100 yard radius of the stream mouth or as
posted from June 1 through August 30.

Quartz Creek (Kootenal Dralnage)

¢ Open third Saturday in May through July 16.

Rattlesnake Creek

*  Upstream from mouth of Beeskove Creek
— Open entire year. Catch-and-reiease with artificiai lures oniy.

*  Rattlesnake Creek and tributaries form Missouia water supply dam of
Mountain Water Company to mouth of Beeskove Creek.

— Ciosed entire year.
Rock Creek from its mouth to mouth of West Fork Rock Creek
» Artificlaiiures onl{ except anglers 14 years and youn&t;u; may use bait.
1o

*  LimitA: Three (3] trout dally under 12 inches or two ut under 12
Inches and one: (1) over.20 inches.

* Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for. trout open
December 1 to third Saturday in ‘May with aquatic insects, maggots,

" and/or artificial lures oniy.

¢  Ciosedito fishing from boats Juiy 1 through November 30,

Rogers Lake spawning Iniet

o Ciosed entire year.

Salmon Lake and tributaries

* . Limit: Ten (10) salmon daiiy and in possession. Open for snagging of
saimon September 15 through December. 31 when 35 saimon dalify
and 70 in possession, are ailowed.

Seeley Lake

¢ Limit: Ten (10) saimon daily and in possession. Open for.snagging of
salmon September. 15 through December 31 when 35 saimon daily
and 70 in possession, are ailowed.

e

South Fork Flathead' Dralnage (all waters urstream from Hungry
Horse Dam Iincluding Hungry Horse Reservolr)
»  Wilderess Limits a'grly: See Wilderness Limits — Limit A, page 16,
South Fork Flathead River
» Closed entire year to taking of salmon.
+  Upstream from Hungry Horse Dam

— \1Nlldemess Limits apply: See Wilderness Limits — Limit A, page

6. g

— From Meadow Creek bridge to Spotted Bear footbridge.
— Artificial lures only.
— Limit A: cutthroat trout, catch-and-reiease only.
» Downstream from Hungry Horse Dam,
~ — Damto “Devils Elbow" closed entire year,as posted.
— Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or. rainbow trout or one (1) of each,
only-one (1) over 14 inches, and 15 iake trout.
o« Limit: 50 lake whitefish,
Squeezer Creek (Swan Rlver Tributary)
+ Closed entire year.
Stahl Creek réKootenal Dralnage)
= Open third Saturday in May through July. 15.
Stillwater River from mouth of Sunday Creek to lower Stiliwater Lake
*  Open entire year.
Stillwater River and all tributarles
+ Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or rainbow trout or.one (1) of each, only one
(1) over 14 inches, and 15 lake trout.
»  Limit: 50 iake whitefish,
Stuart Mli Creek, tributary to Georgetown Lake
. Open July 1 through November 30.
+  Limit: Five (5) for aii trout, including brook trout.
Swan Lake
* Limit: 50 saimon daily and 100 in possession.
* Ciosed to spearing.
¢ The dally and possession limit for buli trout is one (1) fish. An angler.
must either release or killimmediately ali bulf trout caught. itis unlawful
to possess a live buii trout.
Swan Rlver
+ Piper Creek Bridge downstream to Swan Lake.
— Limit A; Catch-and-release for rainbow and cutthroat trout, arti-
ficiai iures only.
* From Swan Lake to Flathead L.ake.
— Open entire year.
— Fiathead Lake limits and seasons apply.
Tally Lake
« Limit: 50 salmon daiiy and 100 in possession.
Tetrauit Lake (near Eureka
¢ Limit A: Ten (10) trout daliy.
Thompson Rlver
. ended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trouf open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, mag-
gots, and/or artificial lures only.
Tobacco River ;
¢ Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for. trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic inseéts, mag-
ots, and/or artificiai iures only.
Trall Creek (Yakinlkak) and its tributaries downstream from mouth
of Thoma Creek
* Ciosed entire year.
Triangle Pond (near Noxon’
» Limit A: Ten (10) trout dalily.
Upper Stiliwater Lake
» Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or two $2) rainbow trout or.one (1) each
only one (1) over 14 inches, and 15 iake trout under 30 inches an
one (1) over 36 inches.
*+ Open to spearing or gigging of northern pike and nongame fish
through the ice oniy.
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pper. Thompson Lake
Limit A: Only one (1) trout over 22 inches.
May. 15 through June 30: one (1) bass dally and in possession, 22
inch minimum.
o Closed to spearing.
Upsata Lake
¢+  Catch-and-release only for bass.
Waest Fork ngrl‘zu greelk %(oognal ?‘rgmaqg
e Open third Saturday in May throug b
Wha eGnCreek (NorthyFork ¥Iathead tributary) and its tributaries
downstream from Whale Creek Falls
o Cgfeg fgare year.
C]
:Nhlct:lossad entire year 't: snagging of salmon. Limit: Ten (10) saimon dally
and 20 in possession.
Limit A: Two (2) cutthroat or two (2) rainbow trout or.one (1) each,
or?l} one gg o‘vgr 14 inches, and 15 lake trout under 30 lnt:"es. and
i i
] e b
Whltgf'lsh River from Whitefish Lake to Montana State Highway 40
bridge
\ I o g}tlre Kﬁ""‘ tenal Dralnage)
m River (Koo ,
:" 9(‘:":a‘:ch-and-re ease only for ail trout, artificial lures oniy.
Wiidilife Management Ponds
 See “Job Corps Ponds”.
Willow Creek (near Anaconda Settling Ponds)
¢ From Stewart Street Bridge to Wildiife Management Area
— Catch-dnd-release only; artificial fures only.
Wogds Lak?“ 1 through Novembar 30
] rou b
J Llfrﬁ? :p One (1) trgut dally and in possession, size must exceed 22
inches, artificial lures only.
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Glacler

S
Cascade -
E—Judllh-‘—l"
0.8 = \\‘, Besin

e

Central Fishing District inciudes ail waters in Montana
lying East of the Continental Divide, (including the

elly and St Marys Drainages) and waters lying West
of the following described boundary:

Interstate 15, from the Montana-Canadian border. south to Northwest
Bypass Junction near Great Falls, then east on said Bypass to Smelter
Avenue, then east on Smeiter Avenue to 15th Street, then south on said
street to North bank of Missouri River, then east along high water mark
of the Missouri River to Biack Eagle Dam, then across said dam and
following high water mark aiong the south bank of the Missouri River, then
easterly to State Route 80 at Fort Benton; then southeasteriy along State
Route 80 to its jupction with State Route 81, then easterly on State Route
81 to its junction with U.S. Highway 191, then northeasterly along U.S.
highway 191 to its junction with State Route 19, then south on State Route
19 to its junction with U.S: Highway 87, then south on U.S. Highway 87
tolits junction with U.S. Highway 12, then west on U.S. Highway 12 toits
junction with State Route 3, then south on State Route 3 to its junction
with interstate 90, then easterly and southeriy on Interstate 90 to the first
crossing of the Littie Bighorn River, then southerly along the west bank
of the Littie Bighomn River to the Montana-Wyoming border.

For additional information regarding fishing the water bodies in this
district, pisase call'the following regionaliheadquarters: :

GreatFalls. . . . . 454-5840
Bozeman . . ... 994-4042
Billings . . . ... .. 247-2940

TDD (In Helena): . . 444-1200
Telephone device for.the deaf)




CENTRAL_ FISHING DISTRICT

Standard Fishing Seasons

Lakes — Open entire yeaf.
. Rlvers and Streams — Open third Saturday in May, through November.
30.

Setlines — Anglers may use setiines in those waters open to setline
fishing/as specified under Speclal Regulations. Unattended setlines must
be clearly identified with owner's complete name and address. Vaild
fishing license required.

Hook and Line Limits — Two poles with up to/two (2) hooks per pole
may. be used on lakes and reservoirs in Centrai and Eastern Fishing
Districts.

Bow and Arrow — Ali waters open to angling are open to bow and arrow
taking of nongame fish. Crossbows are iliegal. Valid fishing license
required.

Snagging — All waters open to angling are open to snagging of nongame
fish, Valid fishing ticense required.

Spearing — Persons swimming or submerged may take non-game fish
by spearing in most waters open to fishing (note District Speclal
Regulations). Valid fishing license required.

ice Fishing — All lakes-reservoirs in the Centrai District are open to use
of two attended fines with two hooks per fine when fishing through the
jce. More than two lines are permitted on some waters — see Special
Regulations.

Standard Daily and Possession Limits
Each angler may take aii of the foliowing limits. However, anglers may

possess only the limit of ﬂst; allowed for the water on which they are
fishing.

Limit (dally and possession)

; Rivers
Specles & Streams  Lakes Restrictions
Limit A — In'any Combination
Brown trout Rivers & Streams: only 1 fish
Cutthroat trout * may exceed 18 inches.
Golden trout
Lake trout 1} 5 Possession limit: Rivers &
Rainbow trout Streams - 5; Lakes - 10
Grayling *

* Restrictions — Grayling and cutthroat trout taken In rivers and streams In the
Missouri River drainage (above the PN Bridge, State Highway 236 Northwest of
Winlfred), In the mainstem of the Yellowstone Riyer from the Yellowstone Natlonal
Park boundary, to 1-80 Bridge &t Billings_and In all rivers and streams of the
Yellowstone River Drainage' downsiream from Yellowstone National Park to
Springdale (approximately. 18 miles east of mvlngston) must be released unless
otherwise noted under the Special Regulation Waters — as exceptions.

'Aljwaters east of the Coritinerital Divide within the boundaries of the Bob
Marshall, Gres Scapegoat

Grest Bear and

Wilderness Areas unless otherwise

1 |
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Limit (daliy and possession)

Rivers
Specles & Streams  Lakes Restrictions
Brook trout 20 20
Burbot (ling) 10 10
Sauger/Walleye 5 5 In-any combination
Tiger Muskeliunge 1 1 30-Inch minimum size
Safmon A0 10 :
Shovelnose Sturgeon § 6
Whitefish. ' 100|740 " Incilidinp fish taken for sale’ "

The maximum length sturgeon (genus Scaphirhynchus) which may be taken Is 40

Inches. It Is u
B Tato niawful to take or possess a Pallld Sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus)

Bait (Live)

* Live fish may not be imported to or. exported! fro
l'\’/l:rt'm(t:na except by permit issued by the Rllonlana lgl"slt\'?ewsil?i}fz %{

* Live nongame fish (except carp, goldfish, sunfish, bui
family), yeilow perch & ! r e e catfish
far fg?lozl e wgtefs: and rainbow smeit) may be used for bait only in

— Bighorn Lake and Afterbay Reservoir.

— Bighorn River — Afterbay D
e Accesya A?erg Ito cable 600 feet downstream

— g:%rggrf’ork Yeliowstone River — downstream from bridge at

— Marlas River.
— Muddy Creek Drai
dralnayg Cleek x nage near Vaughn including ali streams and
— Streams and ditches in the Yellowstone River Drai
stream from the mouth Pt Loy
e Bighom Faear of the Ciarks Fork (except a section of

Boat and Motor, Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on so
me of th
;vithln this fishing district. Please refer to the boat and motorf resetr‘;gi?r::
escribed on page 11. A complete description of aif the boat and motor

restrictions can be obtained by contacti
Gt L] y ng a license agent or any Montana

CENTRAL FISHI
SPECIAL REGUEET%?‘JERICT

Check the district speciat'regulatipnsiisted/below. for th

Il regl r the body. of ! .
?:;Jgttle::s'totzsh. ltf the body. o_f_w_ater Is not found in'the listlrl'g):':;’J ;;\:veaci‘::
llmits.abply_: e standard regulations| seasons, and daily/possession
Absaroka Beartooth Wiiderness Lakes

¢ LimitA: Ten (10) trout daily wit
Alder Craek (Blg Izlole Dralxag:)ln the Beartooth Wiiderness boundary.
'Aldgfg:; ﬁznglrg yeir fo:j b&ook trout.

reek an
e creak redge ponds mouth to Virginia City
Antslope Butte Lake (see Ostle Reservoir)
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Armstrong Spring Creek

« Open entire year.

+ Artificial files and lures only.

« Catch-and-release only.

Arod Lakes (eee Eyraud Lakes)

Axolotl Lakes .

«  Limit A: Five (5) trout daily and in possesslon.
« Catch-and-release only for. grayiing.

Bad Canyon Creek

‘s« Catch-and-release oniy for. cutthroat trout.

Badger Creek Drainage near Heart Butte, within Natlonal Forest

«  LimitA: Three (3)itrout, none may exceed 12 inches; all cutthroat trout
must be released.

Beaver Creok (Canyon Ferry, tributary)

+  From mouth to U.S. Highway 12, open June 15 through September

30.
. Stream above U.S. Highway. 12, open third Saturday in May through
November 30.
Beaver. Creek Ponde (R3E, T11S, $21 — Madison River Dralnage)
« Al ponds north and south of Highway 287 adjacent to Beaver Creek.
s Open July 1 through November 30.
« Catch-and-release only. Artificlai iures only.
Beaverhead River
»  LimitA: Three (3) trout, oniy.one (1) over. 18 inches and only one (1)
rainbow trout.
» Clark Canyon Dam to Pipe Organ Bridge.
— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
« Downstream from Pipe Organ Bridge.
— Open entire year.
Beit Creek below bridge at Ricevllle
= Open entire year.

Big Hole River

A Fishing/Access Site

Divide Dam
4— Special Limit Area

Wise A
River “® Melrose Bidge

¢
W q‘.-‘ Twin
Bridges
Jackson
&~

Speclal Regulations — Seasons
+ Tributarles (only) upstream of Divide Dam open entire year for brook

out.

+ Extended whitefish season and catch-and-release for trout from
December 1 to the third Saturday. in May. with. maggots and/or
artificial lures only, except Divide Dam to Meirose Bridge is closed
to all fishing December 1 to third Saturday in May.

Special Limits :
i« Dickie Bridge to Divide Dam.:
— Artifical/lures only.
+  Divide Damto/Melrose Bridge. _'
— Limit A: Four gz trout limit, three (3) fish under 13 inches and
one (1) over.22 inches, artificiaillures only.. e _
« Entire river and tributaries, catch-and-release only for grayling;
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Blg Lake Creek (Big Hole Dralnage)
.Blgo h:a :n(tgre y:?é for bm( trout,
reek (Beaverhead RI
» Limit A includes cutthroat trout. Yo Srainade)
Big Spring Creek (Lewistown)
= Open entire year.
Blgﬂg‘T Ié?xkesand “gfterbay Reservoir
. it: wa
S és catﬂs%.e' sauger and bass in any combination,

. :.'112 tigesi: ,g}y) attended lines, with one (1) hook per fine aliowed through

Blghorn River

Two Leggins FAS

Diversion Dam
(Dangerous)

Mallards Landing FAS

SECONDARY IMPROVED HIGHWAY.

Saint Xavier

Special Trout Management
Section Catch-and-Release
for Rainbow. lrout

& Fishing Access Site (FAS)

Exceptions
. Qggerg:& gzr'n to cable 600 feet downstream and below Bighorn
— Spen entire year.
— Limit'A: Five (5) trout only one
cgé;e) g(',a fgetﬂb"?‘ﬂb%"f\t’et:gm- ne (1) over, 18 inches and only one
. | et below ay Dam to Bigh
— Open entire yaar. i G
—_ artlﬂd_al luresoniy.
— Limit A: Fjve (5)itrout only.one (1) may.be,over. 18 inchi
— Catch-and-release only for.rainbow. trzut. b

Blrch Creek (Blg Hole River dra
-Blatl':nét A gmclg ?'s cuéthroat trout!nage)
ands ng Creek (tributa
¢ Open June 15 through Ncgvemberryag? Solth fotk Madiaon Rive)
Blacktall Creek (Beaverhead River drainage)
s Limit A includes cutthroat trout.
Biuewater Creek
*  Open entire year.
Boulder River near Blg Timber
* Entire drainage (including tributaries).
Limit A T (3] o
. : Two rout, only one
*  Natural Bridge 20 2 Mile syridge.“) e oer3inches.
— Catch-and-release only for rainbow trout, artificiai lures oniy.

Boulder River near Card '
Bt verearC 32“wel, mouth to bridge four airline miies

i * Open third Saturday in May through September 30.
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Bozeman (Sourdough) Creek from clty water suppiy Intake to a polnt
1,000 feet upstream as posted
e Closed entire year.
Brimstone Creek (tributary to Hidden Lake, Madison Drainage)
o -Open third Saturday In'June througt November 30.
Buffaio Creek ( Fork of Slough Creek)
o Limit: Three (3) trout, none over 12 inches.
Bull Creek (Blg Hole Drainage near Jackson)
¢ Open entire year for brook trout.
Bynum Reservolr g
o lSlx (6) lines with two (2) hooks per line may be used to fish through
ce. !
Canyon Creek (Blg Hole River Dralnage)
¢ Limit A inciudes cutthroat trout.
Cargon Ferry Dam Structure
o Closed as posted.
Carg{o,n Ferry Reservolr
« Setline fishing allowed through the ice only with up to six (6) attended
or unattended iines with up to two (2) hooks per line.
« The foilowing areas of Canyon Ferry Reservoir.(as posted) are ciosed
to fishing from March 1 up to the third Saturday in May:
— Cave Bay at Kim's Marina
— Magpie Bay
 Tributaries to Canyon Ferry Reservoir (Confederate, Beaver and
Magpie Creeks) open Jline 15 through September 30.
Ctark Canyon Reservolr
o Limit A: Five I55) trout daily and in ﬁossesslon.
« Springs entering reservoir at South end, near Red Rock River.
— Closed as posted.
Clarks Fork Yeliowstone Rlver
«  Open entire year.
« Downstream from bridge at Bridger.
— Setline fishing allowed entire year. with up to six (6) attended or
unattended iines with up to six (6) hooks per.line.
Ciiff Lake (Madison River DralnaFe)
o Limit A; Five (5) trout daily and In possession.
Coilar Guich (near Lewistown
o Ciosed to the harvest of cutthroat trout.
Confederate Guich Creek from mouth to nghway 284
« From mouth to Highway 284, apen June 15 through September G0.
« Stream above Highway 284, open third Saturday in May through
November: 30.
Cougar Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservoir).
o Oﬁen June 15 through November 30.
Crooked Creek
 Catch-and-reiease only for cutthroat trout.
Cuiver Pond (Widow's Pool, Beaverhead County)
+ Open July 15 through September 30, artificlai lures only.
o Limit: Four (4) brook troutunder 12 inches and one(1) over 18 inches.
Cut Bank Creek downstream from Blackfeet Indian' Reservation
boundary In T33N, R6W, S2
» QOpen entire year.
Dalley Lake !
¢ Limit A: Five (52 trout dally and in possession.
Darlington Ditch (Dariington Spring Creek) on Cobblestone Fishing
Access Site (near Three Forks
»  Open entire year.
« Catch-and-release for trout.
o Artificial iures only.
Deadman’s Basin Reservolr
- Salmon snagging aliowed through ice oniy. The snagging iimit is 35
saimon daily and 70 in possession.
o Limit A: Ten (10) trout.
Dearborn River downstream from Hl%hwa 434 Bridge
o Extended whitefish season and catc
December 1 to third Saturday in May.
Deep Creek near Wise River (Blg Hole Drainage)
 Open entire year for brook trout.
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D oo ol Rivertibutar)
o o the North Fork of !
gteptembgr o \ eep,Creek; open June 15 through
. ream above the mouth of the North/Fork of Deep C
Saturday,in May. through November 30. P aok cpen ird
Dickens Lake (Sun River Gama Range
+  Open third Saturday in May. through' November. 30.
Dlv&rsgm L'.:?ke ((53)1:0 tlver ghmlnage
»  Limit'A: Five rout, catch-and-release only foi b
Dry Creek (Urper Missourl River tributary) Y9I
. g{::erg r:noan.ublg &g I:R'nr:‘ Lﬁne. open Ju?: 15 througp September 30.
. ane,
: ":(Oéeml?z 3% yn e, open third Saturday in' May. through
uck Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr
+  Open June 15 through Novgmber 30. )
Easst Bogldlec; Rl&lfr
* See Boulder River near Big Timber.
East Fork:Bouider River. 9 3
» See Boulder River near Big Timber,
O i Saturday
+ Open aturday in July through November. 30.
East Fork LaMarche éreek Ig Hole Dralnae; 2
.Eas?pg; Itla:ttlire elar fordbrook gout.
n_River downstream f
(Sourdoughr N Rive rom the mouth of Bozeman
« Open entire year,
East Rosebud Creek
» See Stillwater River.
Elk(sJ Ciub Plo?dﬂ- kewlstown
* Open oniy to fishing for persons und :
Spenchivice ongpa geg' er 12 years of age. See Children's
EIkLLIalltte)gB'%avegh?ad gpun )
» Limit A: Five rout, only tw:
EntinCaka (5) y two (2) may be iake trout.
o Ali gra Iing caught must be released.
Eyrau é rod) Lakes
. tsh': I(ce) lines with two (2) hooks per line may be used to fish through

. zgeoa;:ng or gigging northern pike and nongame fish open through the

Fairground Pond - Helena
;=ergh"dre'|'.l: ':Ibtzl1|_1 Nwatg;, vsee age 9.

uson e » R12W, §31, Bighole River Dralnage)
» Limit A: Five (5) trout daily a
o Rl (5) ily and in possession.
Fodr e, |

oolhen e , R12W, 829, Bighoie River D

»  Limit A: Five (5) trout dally and ingpossession. renane)
Gallatin River
« Open entire year,
+ Yeliowstone National Park to East Gailatin River.

— Ciosed to fishing from boats.
Gibson Reservoir
. lelt:‘l‘ l;"‘liveI I(5|) trout, catch-and-release oniy for grayling.

— This limit appiies from Gibson Dam upstream to the point where

the North and South Forks of the
thetiornand Sou Sun River.converge, regardiess

Goose Lake (Madison County)
*+ Limit A; Five (5) trout daily and in possession.
*  Open third Saturday in June through November 30,
Governor Creek (Bl? ole Drainage
*  Open entire year for brook trout.
Gras ing Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservoir)
. en June 15 through November 30.
Half Moon Creek (near Lewlstown)
+ Ciosed to the harvest of cutthroat trout.
Harrieon (Willow Creek) Reservolr, Madlson County
. {Blénr:te :: Flve (5) trout daily and in possession, oniy. one (1) over. 18

continued. . .
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Harrison (Willow Creek) Reservolr, Madison County, continued
+  Wiliow Creek arm, as posted.
— Open third Saturday in May throuih February.

 Tributaries to Harrison' (Willow Creek) Reservoir (North and South
Wiliow Creeks andiNor wegian Creek, near Harrison from Highway
287 Bridge to Wiilow Creek Reservoir).

— Open third Saturday, in June through November 30.

Hauser Dam structure and adjacent water ae posted

«  Closed entire year.

Hauser. Lake (Includes Canyon Ferry taliwater)

« Limit: Five (5) trolt and salmon in'any combination, daily. Ten (10)
trout and salmon in' any. combination, possession. -

« Five (5) walleye, only one (1) may exceed 20 inches.

» Ciosed to fishing from midnight to 3AM.

» Setiine fishing aliowed through ice only, with up to six (6) attended or
unattended lines with up to two (2) hooks per line.

Haypress Lakes (Madison cOuntX)

+ Lower Lake — Limit A: Three (3) trout.

* Middle Lake — Catch-and-reiease, artificial lures only.

+ Upper Lake — Catch-and-release, artificial lures only.

Hebgen Reservoir

« Limit A; Five (5) trout daily and in possession. -

* Tributaries to ebsgen Reservoir (Cougar, Duck, Gr%llng. Red Can-
yon, Rumbaugh, South Fork Madison, Trapper and Watkins Creeks)
open June 15 through/November 30.

Helena Vailey Regulating Reservolr

» Open for saimon snagging September, 1 through October 31 when
the fimit shali be 35 saimon daily and 70 in possession.

» Open to setiine fishing through the ice onl; with up to three (3)
attended or unattended lines with up to two (2) hooks per line.

Hidden Lake (Madison County)

» Open third Saturday in June through November 30.

s Limit A: Five (5) trout daily and:in possession.

Hidden Lake (Our Lake, Teton County)

« Limit A; Three (3) trout, no size limit.

Holter Reservoir

«. Open entire year. ;

« Limit A: Five (5) trout and saimon in any combination daily except ail
brown frout must be released. Ten (10) trout and salmon in any
combination, possession.

» Ciosed to fishing from midnlght to 3AM. j

+ Walieye: Three (3) under 18 inches and one (1) over 28 inches. Ail
walleye between 18 and 28 inches must be released.

+ All waters between Hoiter Dam and' Hauser Dam are considered
Holter Reservoir (lake%for the purpose of waileye regulations.

« Setiine fishing through the ice only with up to six (6) attended or
unattended lines with up to two (2) hooks per. line.

Howell Creek (Blg Hole Dralnage near Wisdom)

+ Open entire year for brook trout.

Hyaiite Creek

. gee alllddle Creek, East Fork Hyalite Creek, and West Fork Hyaiite

reek. -

Hyallte Reservoir

U leit"A‘ Five (5) fish, daily and in possession, only'one (1) may be a
rayiing.

U g’rlbutarles to Hyalite Reservoir (East Fork Hyaliite Creek and West

Fork Hyalite Creek) open third Saturday in July through November,30.
Iindlan Creek, near Sheridan from clty, water supply intake to a point
1,000 feet upstream as posted
»  Closed entire year.
intake Reservoir, Glacler Park Hotel Company water supply
+ Closed entire year.

Jacobson Creek (Blg Hole River dralnage)

o Limit A includes cutthroat trout.

+ Artificial iures oniy.

Jefferson River

» Open entire year.

« Limit A: Five(5) brown trout'with only one (1) over 18 inches.
+ Catch-and-release only for rainbow trout.

Klyo Lake (Pondera County)

» Limit A; Three (3) trout, no size iimit.
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LaMarche Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)
* Open entire year for brook trout,
LakLel Altgqres (a%ar Melll'ose b ;
o Limit: Ten raylin ; ; 4
Lak: Fi'agt:lat Jo=ing cay ]
o Around water. su| outlet as !
— Closed enti?g)gyear. Posted
. Excegtl portion closed as posted.
= glr’:)éeg)hligg.s IWm’| two (2) hooks per line may be used to fish
— Spearing or glgging northern pike, waileye, sauger. b
and'nongame fish o : 8auger, burbot (ling)
Lakg Helttana : g ; pen throu gh ice on?)l'.
¢ Open to setiine fishing through ice with u
attended lines with Up o twog(ez hooks oot laak S)ekendedorure
Lightning Creek (Absaroka Beartooth V!)?ldernees)
.L mgpgp‘ é\ﬁgugﬁ ttgou r_ur;l’ovember 30. A .
ear. Cr
SIegen, Tt:’?rd 'sn?u%. gz) (downstream from Interstate Bridge near
e Open aturday in May through Labar. Day,
. Upstrgam fm{pd tge n?rtgm%emsﬂdge' &
— Open aturday in May through November 30
Lyman Creek, near Bozeman ffon {
Yot upétream o oan .om city water supply Intake to a point
¢ Closed entire year.

Madison River

Three Forks

A Fishing Access Sitd

Norris Bridge Open To Fishing From Boats

Ennis Lake Closed To Fishing From Boats

Ennis
A.".‘
Varmey s
Bridge '\
=W O ;
McAles Bridgs| pen To Fishing From Boats

\
Lyon Bridge \

Closed To Fishing From Boats
Quake Lake

| YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK BOUNDARY
Hebgen Lake

Seasons and Limits

* Yeilowstone National Park boundary to Hebgen Lake.

— Open Saturday of Memorial Day weekend through November 30
- A’ln rainbow trout must be rei 5 e
Standard imils spa eased. Al other trout species,

*  Hebgen Lake to Quake Lake.
— Open entire year.
— Standard limits appiy.
ey
— Open third Saturday in May through end of :
* McAtee Bridge to Ennlg Brldgé/. y Fsbnay
— Open entire year.
* Quake Lake outlet to Vamey Bridge.
— Attificial lures oniy. -

continued. ..
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Missourl River, continued. . .

Ma
Refer to map on page 34. .
o/ Varney, to Ennis Lake. . il
- v—aT%It? rljfl'\?g (5)'brown trout dally, only one (1) may.exceed 18
- Inoches. ) gl i
— Aliirainbow. trgdtilmtd:tk berfeieased.
o Bridge to Ennis Lake.
E‘ ngpen ' ﬁd Saturday,in May, through end of February.
¢ Ennis Dam to Mouth
— Open entire year.
— Standard iimits appiy.
Boating Restrictions

» Quake Lake Outlet to Lyon Bridge.
— Closed to fishing from boats.
¢ Ennis Brlgge tf?slslml?ro L;kgoa o
~ iotgl:osslzcat?rmlrll%g disease is ﬁresent in the Madison River, fishing

reguiations may change during this two-year period.

agple Creek
!Vl pen June 15 through September 30.
Marlas River aug
« Open entire year inciuding setiine fishing with up to two (2) attende
orpunattende% iines withup to two (2) hooks per iine.
Martln?tdgl_er "°?f5}'§gm
o Limit A: Ten :
onalds Pond (Beaverhead County)
!VI c%pen Juiy 15 through Sertember 30, artificlal iures oniy.
o Limit A: (Xne (1) rainbow trout over 20/inches in‘iength. :
Middie Creek (Hyallte Creek), near Bozeman from city water supply
Intake to a p% nt 1,000 feet upstream as pos’jed
o re year.
Mld?llaolsee%?enek .f!om intake of Glacler Park Hotel Company water
supply to park boundary
s Ciosed entire year.
Mill Creek near Sheridan
+ Open entire year.
Miner Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)
o Open entire yearfor brook trout.

Missouri River

ggntlnued Vele

Refer to map on page 35

* Downstream from Three Forks.
— Open entire year.

+ Portions of Missouri River from Toston Dam to Canyon Ferry
Reservoir are closed from March 1 through June 15 as posted.

‘| © Toston Dam structure as posted.
— Ciosed entire year.

« Toston Dam to Canijon Ferry.

— Limit: Five (5) trout o_r@ one (1) exceeding 18 inches, Aii brown
trout betwean 18 aht 24 inches must be reieased.

+ Just below Canyon Ferry Dam as posted.

— Ciosed entlre yedr; Hauser Lake iimits apply in Canyon Ferry
taliwater area.

+ Waters from Hauser Dam downstream approximately 4.6 miies to
American Bar Guich (T12N, R3W, S11) are considered Missouri
River for'the purpose of fishing reguiations. _

* Hauser, Dain downstream to Hoiter Dam.

— Catch-and-release only for brown trout.

* Hoiter Dam, abutment and spiilway structures beiow the dam:.
— Ciosed entire year.

* Holter Dam to Cascade Bridge.

— Limit: Five (5) rajnbow trout dalclr. oniy ‘one (1) may exceed 18
inches and one (1) browntrout daiiy, 22 inch minimum.

+ Between bridges at Craig and Sheep Creek.

— Open to spear fishing for whitefish' with rubber or spring-pro-
peiled spears bY person swim ming or submerged. Limit; Five

(5) whitefish dally.

yuisglshell River (downstreaim from confluence of North and South

orks

«  Open entire year.

Nelson Spring Creek

¢ Open entire year.

* Catch-and-release only, artificiai lures only.

Newlan Creek Reservolr

« Limit A: Five (5) trout.

North Fork Big Hole River

*  Open entire year for whitefish and brook trout,

gorthtFork Birch Creek Dralnage near Dupuyer, within National
ores

«  LimitA: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches. ;

North Fork Dupuyer Creek Dralnage near Dupuyer, within National

Forest

» Limit A: Three (S&trout. none may exceed 12 inches.

North Fork Sun River' and tributaries, upstream from Gibson

Reservoir ; y

+ Limit A: Three (3) trout, oniy one (1) over 12 inches. Limit A includes
cutthroat trout.

+ This iimit applies upstream from the point where the North and South
Forks of the Sun River, converge, regardless of reservoir isvel.

'b:lorthtFork Teton River Dralnage near Choteau, within National

ores

+ Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches,

North Willow Creek, near Harrison from Highway 287 bridge to

Willow Creek Reservolr

s Open third Saturday in June through November 30,

Norwegian Creek

+ Open third Saturday in June through November 30.

O'Brien Creek above Nelhart public water. intake

» Closed entire year.

O'Dell Creek (Beaverhead Rliver drainage)

¢ Limit A inciudes cutthroat trotit.

Ostle Reservolr, (Antelope Butte Lake, Teton County)

s Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

Otter Lake, Madison County

* Limit A: Five (5) trout daiiy and in possesslon.

*  Open third Saturday. in June through November 30,

Our Lake (See Hidden Lake, Teton County)
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Pattengall/Creek (Blg Hole Drainage)

g Ogeg:en'tlre ye(a'?’ or. brook trout.

?Ingyatghr?:nd-release onlg for cutthroat trout.

Pintler Creek (Big Hole Dralnage)

«  Open entire year for brook trout.

Plshkun Reservoir

« Six (6) iines with two (2) hooks per iine may be used to fish through

. lge en for snagg ng of saimon September 1 through December when
35 dally.:and 70/in possession shail be aliowed.

. Speaf=h9 or gigging of northemn pike'and nongame fish through the

ice only.
Plimpton Creek (Big Hole Dralnage)
« ' Open entire year tor brook trout..
Poindexter Slough
» Open entire year. _
» From December 1 to third Saturday in May, artificiai iures only,
catch-and-reiease oniy. g
Priest Butte Lake
+ Open June 15 through September 15/ and December 1 through
February.
Quake Lake
o Limit A: Five (5) trout daily and in possession.
Rat Lake (T5S, R4E, $12, Gallatin River Drainage)
+  Limit A: Five (5) trout daily and in possession.
o Unnamed trlbutargto the ake is closed entire year as posted.
Rattlesnake Creek (Beaverhead River dralnage)
+ Limit A inciudes cutthroat trout.
Rattlesnake Creek, near Dillon from city water supply Intake to a
point 1,000 feet upstream as posted.
 Ciosed entire year.
Red Canyon Creek (tributary to Hebgen Reservolr)
«  Open June 15 through November 30.
Red Lodge Creek downstream from Cooney Dam
+  Open entire year.
Red Rock Creek (Beaverhead River drainage)
+ Limit A includes cutthroat trout.
Renshaw Lake
» Limit A: Three (3) trout, no size limit.
Rock Creek, tributary to Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone River
«  Open entire year.
ulg- River downstream from Ruby Dam
Op

en entire year.

uby River drainage above Ruby Dam

= Limit A includes cutthroat trout.

Rumbaugh Creek (tributary to Hebgen Lake)

«  Open June 15 through November 30.

Sage Creek (Beaverhead River dralnage)

= Limit A includes cutthroat trout.

Sawtooth Lake (T4S, R12W, S$36, Beaverhead River Drainage)

« Limit: One (1) goiden trout.

Scott Lake (T5S, R11W, S30, Beaverhead River Dralnage)

« Limit A: Five (5) trout dally and in' possession.

Shields River

» Extended whitefish season and catch-and-reiease for trout open
December 1 to the third Saturday in May with aquatic insects, mag-

ots, and/or. artificiai ilires only.

+ Catch-and-reiease only for cutthroat trout.

Sliver Creek, Marysvlile

+ Catch-and-reiease fishing from Goid Sii Mine as posted to: Green
Meadow Drive.

» Downstream from |-15 Bridge near Helena.
— Open third Saturday In May through Labor. Day.

Smith Lake ‘Medlson River Drainage)

« Limit A: Five (5) trout daily and in possession.
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Smith River

Edi
Eden B t, en Bridge FAS

Thomes creek
A Fishing Access Site (FAS) E

Exceptions

» Downstream from confiuence of North and South Forks,
— Open entire year,

... Special Limit Area
. met Tgl}ﬂrlence of Ro%k Creek to Eden (Huntsberger) Bridge.
— cial iures only. Limit A: Three (3) fis er 1
el oer s ln{ih_ o . (3)ifish under 13 inches and
. 23:;“%?'} uncgr the agetof 1% may fish with bait. : -
. atic insects, maggots and artificial itire  Dac
1'through third Sat‘l‘.lgrgay in/May. e Decembe_r

_Floaﬂng on the Smith'River between Camp Baker andiEden Bridge
islimited to'9 groups per; day. Mandatory. regTstratlon. floatersfee and
other regulations apply./A drawing forlaunch datesis held in February

with remaining launches fiiled on afirst come basis. Contactthe Great
Falls FWP office at (408) 454-5840 for. more information. :

gg::etgt Fork Birch Creek Drainage near Dupuyer, within National
+  Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.
gg:_xetgtFork Dupuyer Cresk Drainage near Dupuyer, within National
» Limit A: Three. (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.
South Fork Madison River (trlbuta);y to Hebgen Reservolr)
-s° uct> er'\= J:J‘:\e s15 th'r_\glugh Nm&ember 30. :
-] un Rlver
Soutnpieo and tributaries, upstream from Gibson

+  Limit A: Three (3) trout, oni

%ﬂ?hﬁoﬁg tfoultl-( ) y.one (1) over 12 inches. Limit A includes
J s limit appiies upstream from the point where the No\

Forks of the Sun River converge, regardless of reservo::hlei:/ne?. i
South Fork Two Medicine River Dralnage, within National Forest
¢ Limit A: Three (3) trout, none may exceed 12 inches.
Sourdough Creek

. * See Bozeman Creek.

South Willow Creek, near Harri
Willow Creek Reservolr son from Highway 287 bridge to

+  Open third Saturday in June through November. 30.

38




CENTRAL FISHING DISTRICT

.Spils.t[?gkﬂkgﬁmh two (2) hooks per line. may be used to fish through

. 'ggéanﬁg or.gigging for northern pike, and nongame fish through ice

* only.

Sprlggy Meadow Lake

+ Closed to motor propeiled water, craft.

Open to fishing by hook andiine oniy.

« Limit: Five (5) trout; one (1) bass.

Squaw Creek (Blg Hole River Drainage)

+ " Open entire year for brook trout.

Stiliwater River (entire drainage - including tributaries)

¢ Open entire year, .

+  Limit A: Two (2) trout, only one (1) over 13 inches.

Sun River ;

« Downstream from Gibson Dam.

« Open entire year.

Sunny Slope Canal downstream from Plshkun Reservoir

» Limit A: Five (5) trout.

« Ciosed to the harvest of grayiing.

Swamp Creek (Big Hole dralnage)

« Open entire year for brook trout.

Swazee Lake (Sun River Game Range)

» Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

Tahepia Lake (Wise River Drainage)

« Limit A: Five (5) trout daily and in possession.

Teton River downstream from Highway 89 bridge

«  Open entire year.

Toston Dam structure as posted

+ Closed entire year.

Trall Creek (Beaverhead River drainage)

¢ Limit A includes cutthroat trout,

Trafper Creek éBIg Hole River drainage)

» Limit A inciudes cutthroat trout.

Trapper Creek (tributary of Hebgen Lake)

+ Open June 15 through November 30.

Tunnel Lake (Teton County)

+  Limit A may inciude oniy’one (1) grayiing.

Twin Lakes (Upper. Big Hole River drainage)

« Limit A: Oniy two (2) may be iake trout.

Vigllante Pond (near Virginia City)

« Chiidren's fishing water, see page 9.

Wade Lake (.Madlson County) :

» Limit A: Five (5) trout daily'and in possession.

. Opetgdentlre year. Spawning channei and channei iniet ciosed as
posted.

Warm Springs Creek (Lewistown)

+ Open entire year.

o Limit A: Ten (10) trout.

Warm Springs Creek (Upgar Missouri River drainage)

» Open June 15 through Septémber 30.

Watkins Creek gzributarx to Hebgen Reservoir)

» Open June 15 through November 30.

Waukena Lake iBI? Hole Dralnag‘e)

« Limit A: Five (5):trout daily and in possession.

West Boulder River

« See Bouider River near Big Timber.

Woest Fork:Hyallte Creek

«  Open third Saturday in July through November 30.

West Fork LaMarche Creek (Big Hole dralnage)

» Open entire year for brook trout.

West Fork Rock Creek from Red Lodge water intake 1,000 feet

upstream

«  Closed entire year.

Waest Fork Stiliwater River

+ See Stillwater River.

West Rosebud Creek !

+ See Stiilwater River.

Willow Creek and tributaries from White Sulphur Springs public

water intake to source

» Ciosed entire year.
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. Emigrant Bridge to Pine Creek Bridge.
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Willow Creek (Big Hole River dral

* Limit A includes cutthroat trout. )
Willow Creek Reservoir (Madison County)
» See Harrison Reservoir.

Wise River (Big Hole River drainage)

s Open entire ?',eg; for brooktrout.

Wyman Creek (Blg Hoie Dralnage)

* Open entire year for brook trout, '

Yeliowstone River

Livingston Upper Yellowstone
A River
Pine Creek Bridge|
\J}‘

A Fshing Access sne'

A
Emigrant AA
Bridge 7

7 N Gardiner_

1+ s § o 1

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK BOUNDARY

Seasons and Limits

+ In the mainstem of the Yeliowstone River from th
National Park boundary to i-90 Bridge at Biliings and |?'I aYllerlllsglrgtggg
Isg;s;g\nseo'fl stl't‘i% Yellggwrzttong R:ver rainage downstream from Yaei-
nal Park to
o Ot pringdale (approximately 18 miles east
— Catch-and-release onliy for cutthroat trout
* Yeliowstone National Park boundary t '
Creek Bridge to i-80 Bridge at Bllllnrgys;o FRo e Euciancifine
— Spen entire year.
— Limit A: Five (5) trout only one (1) can ex
. Mmgh of Clalrks ork to I-QOyBrIdgé s)lt Billlngg,eed fches.
— Open entire year to setline fishing with up to
tl:'\attf?n:?d Iﬂ\es with up to six (6 hookspper ﬁhxefe) eadedior
— Llive fish (except carp, goidfish, sunfish, builhead -
ily), and'rainbow smeit) allowed for bait in strean'?s(g:tdﬂ?:lrl‘tcf:?\?s

gi; égﬁ Yeilowstone drainage, except for a section of the Bighorn

.. Special Limit Area

— Artificial lures oniy except that aquatic insects and maggots ma

be used as bait for wh 2 18y,
Saturday in May,c' whitefish'between December. 1 and the third

— Limit A: Brown'and rainbow trout; Five (5) fish
be under 13 inches and one (1) fish ov(er)ZﬂZ lnlggg,s'four Sl

40




EASTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Eastern Fishing District includes all waters lying East
of the Central Fishing District. For the boundary
description, see Centrai Fishing District.
For, additional information regarding fishing the water bodles: in this
district, piease cali'the foliowing regionai' headquarters.

GreatFalls . . . . . 454-5840
Glasgow . . . . . . 228-9347
Biilings . . . ... . 247-2940
Miles City. . . . .. 232-4366

TDD/(In Heiena) . . 444-1200
(Telephone device for.the'deaf)

Standard Fishing Seasons

All waters open entire year.

Hook and Line Limits. — Two poies with up to two (2) hooks per pole
may be used on lakes and reservoirs in Centrai and Eastern Fishing
Districts. ! .

Setlines — Alii iakes open to fishing are open to setline fishing through
the ice only, except as specified under special reguiations. Setiines shalii
not be attached to jugs or other floating devices. Vaild fishing license
required.

All streams in Yeliowstone and Littie Missouri River Drainages are open
the entire year to setlines.

Angiers may use up to six (6) setlines with up to six () hooks per line in
those waters open to setiine fishing except as specifiad under.speciai
reguiations.

Unattended setiines must be cieariy identified with owner's compiete
name and address.

Bow and Arrow — Aii waters open to angling are open to bow and arrow
taking of paddiefish and nongame fish. Crossbows are iliegal. Vaiid
fishing license required.

EASTERN FISHING DISTRICT

Snagging — All waters open to angling are open to snagging' of
paddiefish. Snagging of chinook saimon is aliowed on Fort Peck
Reservoir from October; 1 through November. 30: Aii' waters open to
angiing are open to'snagging of nongame fish except the Missouri River.
and portions of the Yeilowstone River, as specified under Special
Reguiations. Valld fishing license required.

Spearing — In ail waters open to fishing nongame fish and burbot (iing)
may. be taken with rubber or spring:propeiled spears by persons
swimming or submerged. Vaild fishing license required.

Spears  or gigs may! be used through the' ice only for northern pike,
walieye, sauger, burbot (ling) and nongame fish.

Standard Daily and Possession Limits

Each angler may take ail of the following iimits uniess listed under speciai
regulations. However, anglers may possess only the limit aiiowed for the
water. on which they are fishing.

Limlt (dally and possession)
Rivers

Specles & Streams  Lakes Restrictions

Umit A—Tn Any Combpalon

w el AW n%w 5 : Pmesemnnmnls 10 :
IaN el anoapt s RIS RLAG T O i R
Lake trout 3 3

Burbot(ling). 0 e

Catfish 20 20

Crapple 116 /15 /| . Possessionlimitis 30
Sauger/Walleye 5 5 In any combinatlon; possession
A Y X MO
Northern Pike 5 5

TigerMiskellunge: 1 1 | 30in¢hminimumsize

There is no limit on whitefish, cisco, and nongame fish. The maximum
length sturgeon (genus Scaphirhynchus) which may! be taken is 40
inches. itis uniawtul to take or posSess a paliid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus
aibus) of any size.

Hoop Nets

o The use of hoop nets is permitted in certain areas of the
Fishing District. 2 g Caciem
s A permit is required.
* The use of hoop nets is iimited to licensed resident angiers.
s Permit apgllca ons and ruies are avaiiabie in the Montana Fish,
Wiidiife & Parks offices in Giasgow and Miles City.

Bait (Live)

o Live fish may not be imported into or exported from the State of
I'N’A:r'm(tsana except by permit issued by the Montana Fish, Wildiife &
rks.

continued. ..
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Balt, continued. ..
. Live nongame balt fish (except carp, goidfish, sunfish, builheads

e

: i), yeiiow, perch, and rainbow smeit) may be used in all
g?emfgwdy vgrs of tt?e Eastern District except:
~"Milk River.and its tributaries upstream from Fresno Dam.

__ Missouri River upstream from Morony Dam.
. __ streams south of Highway 2 which originate in the Bears Paw
gﬁdc:juntalns, and Big Sandy Creek upsfream from Highway 87
e.

o Live no?\game fish (except carp, goidfish, sunfish, bullheads (catfish
famlly?, yellow perch, and rainbow smeit) may be used for bait in the
following ponds, iakes, reservoirs and impoundments only:

— Bainvilie Raiiroad Ponds, Roosevelt County
— Baker Lake, Failon County
— Box Elder Reservoir, Sheridan Coun
— Buxbaum West Reservoir, Richiand Cotinty
— Castie Rock Lake, Rosebud County
— Coie Ponds, Phillips County
— Dredge Cut Trout Pond, Vaiiey County
— Dry Fork Reservoir (Schwarz Reservoir), Biaine County
— Engstrom Reservoir, Sheridan County

— Ester Reservoir, Phiilips County

— Fiat Lake, McCone County

— Fort Peck Reservoir

— Frenchman Reservoir, Phiilips County

— Gartside Reservoir, Richiand County

— Johnson's Reservoir

— Kammerzeii'Reservoir, Liberty County

— Kiitenbeck Reservoir, Danieis County

— Kuester Reservoir, Richiand County

— Lame Steer Reservoir, Wibaux County

— Lee (Sam) Reservoir, Dawson County

— Lindsay Reservoir, Dawson County

— Little Warm Reservoir, Phiilips Countx

— Lone Tree Creek Impoundments, Valiey. County
- Jons Reservolr, Biaine County

— McChesney Reservoir, Phlllclrs County

— Medicine Lake Nationai Wiidiife Refuge, Sheridan County
— Miik River and its Imﬁoundments downstream from Fresno Dam
— Neison Reservoir, Phiilips County

— Petroiia Reservoir, Petroleum County

— Raymond Reservoir, Sheridan County

— Rolph Dam, Carter Count&

— Schiesinger Perch Pond, Rosebud Coumz;
— South Sandstone Reservoir, Failon Coun
— Spotted Eagle Pond, Custer County

— Taicott Pond, Carter County

— Tiber Reservoir, (Lake EIweIIL

— Tongue River Reservoir, Big Horn County
— Valiey, Reservolr.

— Whiteside Reservoir, Garfield County.

— Whitetali Reservoir, Danieis County

— Witkowski Reservoir, Wibaux County

Boat and Motor Restrictions

The use of boats and motors may be restricted on some of the waters
within this fishing district. Piease refer to the boat and motor restrictions
described on page 11. A compiete description of all the boat and motor
restrictions can be obtained by contacting a license agent or.any Montana
Fish, Wiidiife & Parks office. /

Check the district speclai regulations ilsted below: for
you intend tofish. If:the bady/of wdtsi'-'ls"nét;f'b e%vl.tf_‘or

regulations, the standard| reguiations, seasons. o0
i ot g .hs.._ seas ne, and dally/possession
Beasvertt?r?e'*kl h 2 (Be e b L fa ;._ T g 2 -‘__i
¢ Southo wa ars Paw Mountains) '
— Open third Saturday in May through No
Beaver Crok in Valley and Philllgs Gownty 22" 30-
¢ Open entire year to setiines.
Bea"}m& g{eﬁk A eservolr
¢ No mit or possession limit
Blg Mg d‘;’l limitos po on Northem Pike.
» Open entire year to setiines.
BlgU a't‘r‘cjay Crf?:k High
* Upstream from Highway 87 Bridge (Bears Paw Mountains)
— Open third Saturday in May through N ;
— Closed to use of llvg fish fOVr bait. oo 30;
Clear Creek
e South of ng?wag 2 (Bears Paw Mountains).
— Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
— Closed to use of iive fish for bait.
ché cr:%'ﬁ }ggazrsavvll Mﬁlunt:‘lns)
o Gl aturday in May through N
T G N s A
Dregge CutﬂTrout Pcfmd
* Open entire year for up to two (2) setlines with no more than two (2)
hooks per line except that six (6
hook tr?ﬁsh nele hplca. (6) setiines with six (6) hooks may ive
Eagle Cresk (Bears Paw Mountains)
¢ Open third Saturday in May through November 30.
¢ Closed to use of ilve fish for bait.
Ester Reservolir (Phlilips County)
s Open entire year to setiines.
Fort Peck Dredge Cut Ponds
¢ See Missourl River.
%?a"ltl l;ggl)( Reservolir (Fort Peck Dam to Beauchamp Creek and CMR
¢ Open entire year for. all species (except paiild sturgeon) t
swimming or'submerged using rubber gr gprlng-pro%elleli gpg:rrg?ns
o hoc;':kg %ne rrﬁn?g; ‘f:gr ?’t’h taot t:llo((SZ)) seéillnes wlltttt: no more than two (2)
x (6) setlines
may be used to fish ':hrough ice. Hihiol (e)hooks perling
Frenchman Creek (excluding Frenchman Reservolr)
* Open entire year to setiines.
fregno Resgwolr (Hfgl County)
pen entire year for up to two (2) setiines with noimore than two (2)
hooks per line except that six (6) setiines
ma¥ be used to ﬂsh':hrough Icé.) ook O)lockaper e
Glant Springs (GroatFalle
prings (Great Falls) that portl &
e, manonrgy {Qra ) that portion enciosed by concreté walks
¢ Ciosed entire year.
Lake Elwell
* See Tiber Reservoir.
Little Box Elder Creek
o Soumo%fe !:I I}'v:’a 2 tLs;sdearls Pﬁw htlLountalns)_.
- aturday.in Ma
*» Closed to use of live flshyfor BEI{ s
Lone Tree Creek and Impoundments (Valley County)

* Open entire year to setlines.
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!Vl agaserl? g’:%{re year.from|-15 bridge io Tiber Reservoir.to setiine fishing

with up to two (2) attended or unattended lines with'up to two (2) hooks

er.ilne.
| idae (Meisner's) to the Missouri River confiuence,
Egct,lﬁecf\imgg?; a ow(e'd with up tosix (6) attended or unattended ines

with up.to six (6) hooks per. line.

| o Limit A:/Five (5) trout, only one may exceed 18 inches.

. . 35 whitefish.
Mecll-gcmlllzeaLake National Wlidiife Refuge (Sherldan County)
o Alllakes ol?ekn to setlines.
. dicine Lake.
Me Open November 15 through September: 15.
» Gaffney Lake and Lake 10.
— Oq%n August 15 through March 31.
o Lake 12.
— Open November 15 through March 31.
Milk River 3
o Andits tributaries upstream from Fresno Dam.
— Closed to use of iive fish for. bait.
« Upstream from Fresno Reservoir (above Goldstone Bridge).
— Open entire dyear to setlines.
 And itsimpoundments downstream from Fresno Dam.
— Open entire year to setlines.
Missouri River,
o Upstream from Morony Dam.
— Ciosed to use of live fish for. bait.
« immediately downstream from Morony Dam as posted.
— Closed entire year.
o Downstream from Morony Dam é}excludl_ngt river and dredge cuts
between For& Peck Dtam at“d mouth of Miik River).
— Open entire year to setlines.
. FrompFort PeckyDam to mouth of Milk River (inciuding Dredge Cut
Ponds).

- Ogen entire year, for up to two (2) setiines with no more than two .
(2

hooks per ilne, except up.to six (6) setiines with six (6) hooks
ar. line may be used to fish through ice.
- Elmlt A: Not to inciude more than two (2) rainbow trout.
« Downstream from outlet tunneis of Fort Pack Dam as posted.
— Closed entire year.
« Downstream from Fort Peck Dam near Duck isiand as posted.
— Ciosed March 1 through July 31 to fishing and wading.
o Morony Dam| downstr?am to North ga#ota border.
— ltis lilegai to snag for nongame fish.
O -Paiidl_éflsrg\ Regulatiohs/— gﬁ}ss_oufl River:(upstream)from Fort
Pecg ) to paddiefish harvest. :
— Open entire year.to pa iharvest. :
e Aﬁpaddlgﬂslgan ;erg,: relg'ardlgss of ags, must plirchase andhave
in their possession| gad efish tags in addition to other iicenses
it Tuo (2 eh per season :
— (Liimit: Two sh per.season. ) _
- Each paddlefish:angler must cast forandlhook his or her.own/fish.
E%’s Iupr%gvﬁul to oagst for. and/or: hook'a' paddlefish:for. another

| n. i

- ?\?\r;gaddleﬂsh tag that is iocked shut prior.to attachment to a fish
8l e e has bean altered or modifed shaiilbs vold

— Any tag which has'been alte : oid.

— lt=|g unfawfiil to possggl?a gnhun%‘ggla_?rpﬁi:lteafésh or parts thereof;
‘Anglers must tag padd|sfishiwith'theirown tag. \

— éla]‘ﬂ!:ieﬂsh anngrg musteither tag or. release a paddlefish.immer
diately whenitaken:

—_ ifafishis cut up, the anglermustkeep thatpottion of the back and
dorsal fin/(back fin): nrelg_essary- to maintain the tag sealed to'the

figh. :
— it Is illegal to snag, for ngngame fishi from the Morony. Dam
downgtream to the! North Dakota border.

EASTERN FISHING DISTRICT

o ::gg%amh Regulations — Missouri River (downstream from Fort
— Regulations for this body of water are those listed under p;

fish regulations. See Ye¥owat'one Riv Hdlerpaddic:

Mussseishell River i IR TIC A

o Open entire year to seflines.

Nel(s)on Rest?rvolr (Pfhllllpst C&un(lg 5

¢ Open entire year for up to two (2) setlings with no mo
hooks; per line except that six (6) setiines with six '(2) r!flaog‘l?:p“gro ||g‘2
may be used to fish through ice.

* . Open entire year for all species to persons swimming or. submerged
t}s‘[plg rubber or spring-propelled spears.

Limit: No limit on northem pike.

Peo&lea Creek

. uth of ng‘bwa 2 (Bears Paw Mountalnﬁ).

— Open third Saturday in'May throligh November, 30.
— Ciosed to use of live fish for balit.

Poplar River :

s Open entire year, to setilnes.

Powder River and tributaries

J l('?pe;n' entire year. to bow and arrow taking of catfish. Crossbows are

egal.

Redwater River

» Open entire year to setiines.

Ross'Reservolr (Blalne COuntt‘)

o  Openthird Saturday in May through November 30.

Rush Hall Pond (Falion County)

¢ Open February 1 through October 15.

Snake Creek (Bears Paw Mountains)

o Ogen third Saturday in May through November 30.

¢ Closed to use of live fish for balit.

Sucker Creek éBeare Paw Mountains)

¢ Open third Saturday in May through November 30.

s Closed to use of iive fish for bait.

Teton River

e Open entire year to setlines.

Tiber Reservoir (Lake Elwellzw

* Open entire year for up to two (2) setlines with no more than two (2)
hooks per line except that six (6) setlines with six (6) hooks per iine
may be used to fish throuR(h ice.

¢ Limit: Ten (10) northern pke daily and in possession.

Tongue River Reservolir

Open entire year for aii species to persons swimming or submerged
using rubber or. spring-proepelled spears. '

o Up tosix(6)lines with six (6) hooks per line may be used to fish through
ice but the angler must be in the vicinity and within visual contact of
the line(s) or rod(s) at ail times.

Wind Creek (Blaine County) from Clear Creek road crossing to Its

sources, excluding Ross Reservolr

¢ Ciosed entire year.

Yellowstone River.

* The paddiefish fishery is managed under a quota system in conjunc-
tion with North Dakota. Each state wili be allowed to harvest 1,500
paddiefish. The season wiii be closed on 48-hours’ notice when the

uota is expected to be reached.

o ii the Miies City Fish Wildiife & Parks regionai office at (406)
232-4365 for current information on harvest status.

¢ Downstream from mouth of Cottonwood Creek (approximately 4 mlies
downstream from intake Diversion Dam).

— Open May 1 through June 30 to snagslng of paddiefish or as
posted. Snagging of nongame fish prohibited.

* From mouth of Bighorn River to mouth of Cottonwood Creek (approxi-
matel& 4 miles downstream from Intake Diversion Dam).

— Open May 15 through June 30 to snag?lng of paddiefish or as
posted, Snaggilng of nongame fish prohibited.

* From intake Diversion to about 174 miie downstream as posted.

— Closed Mtagg 15 through June 30 to fishing or.snagging from boats
or as posted.

continued. ..




| HELP PROTECT
| THE PALLID STURGEON

Yellowstone River, continued.. .

i i Issourl -
| Padd!oﬂsfl Re?;g:t%:n J:l;mzz‘ River and Missol ms

isrs regardless of age; must pmcﬁase arid have e ,,
%ﬂssul:s on J»adgleﬂsh tags In addmon 1o other iicanses Y \J‘“—W 2

I
in their p
. ‘thatmay.be retw m
| — Limit: one fishipe!
—_ Paddiefishmay be harveated using hook and Ilne' and/or bow and l

arrow.in the Fort Peck Dredge Cutsi | The Paliid Stur is a fish of speci ; o
{ geon is a fish of special concern in Montana and itis listed
T E’i?'pﬁm?stgagg?'f?rudnﬁ:: fgg:{lﬂahgggdh;:ﬂg{‘hgro:/&ggr | asan Endangered Species by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Pallids
parso are a bottom-dwelling fish of the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers, prefer-
= Any paddleﬁsh tag that is Iocked shut prlor to attaahment toa ﬂsh ring strong currents flowing over a sandy or gravely river bottom.
shail be/void
— Anyta which hg been aitered or, modlﬂed sh&ll be vold.
— [tiis unlawfuilto pobsess an untagged paddiefish or parts themof Montana law requires:
Angiers must tagipadd|gfish With their own tag, |
— ﬁ: theleY:sl]OWSfOﬂel IR!"V:J Iomy —:L'B tgm' “t%relea:‘% ngg:g. — Al pallid sturgeon must be released immediately.
shiun| accomplis! n accordan ecific i _ ; . g
and-relaasa regdla':lons Al other addlefishmust. t?glmmedlately i »;\tlgls;t.urgeon longer than 40 inches must be released immedi

ﬁed when! caught. Ali p ﬁg sh cau ht at the Intake Dam
Fishing Access:Site on Wedfhasdays and'! undays bétween 3PM
and SPM gMountaln Daylight Time), must be released. Anglers
fishing on these days and’hours must show evidénce they have
;m%%&ggg'gge“r ﬁ:g?':mrg llgﬂeUse o gaﬂm duringithe 1. Learn to distinguish the Pallid from the Shovelnose Sturgeon,
77 Hanehiscitip: "'eg,',g brmugthsenthe doreal fnbackimwin . | S s 2firgoon are hard toraentiy. we recommend thek al
| ata
sealed tag attached the meat. I sturgeon be released if you are unsure of the species.

What can you do to help conserva the Pallid Sturgeon?

T

2. immediately and safely release the Pallid Sturgeon.
3. Contact Montana Fish, Wildiife & Parks with any information
on the location and size of Pallid Sturgeon.

Paltid Sturgeon

1. Outer barbei 2 or more
times the iength of inner
barbel.

Outer Barbel (Be alert for broken barbels)

2. Barbels attached close to
mouth, about 1/3 the dis-
tance between mouth and
tip of snout.

Shovelnose Sturgeon

Quter Barbei

1. Outer barbel barely
longer than inner barbel.

2. Barbels attached about
1/2 the distance be-
tween the mouth and tip
| of snout.




Warmwater Fish

Warmwater Fish

Northern Pike

Walleye first dorsal fin
cheek has few has dark blotch

or no scales

Sauger first dorsal fin has rows of rounded spots

cheek mostly scaled /

Burbot

Paddlefish

Yellow Perch

& side yellow to yellow-green

with 6-8 vertical bands

Largemouth Bass dorsal fin almost completely
divided by dsep notch

upper jaw reaches
behind rear margin
of eye in adult

Smallimouth Bass

upper jaw does not
reach behind rear
margin of eye




