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Dear Bill:

It was good to hear irom you. I hope the time will come soon when we ce
talk face to face. Maybe at the spring get together on Beaver Creek.

I will try to give you a resume of the stocking of trout in the Bears
Paws as accuratly as I have been able to acertain it.

According to Fort Assinniboine recordas and some of the old timers none
of the streams of the 3Bears Paws, Little kockies, Sweeterass Hills ope
even those norta of @lsajow that drained into the Milk River originally
had trcut in themn. Apparently many had succers and other rough fish but
no trout. The Milk kiver evidentally was too silt laden for trout to
ascend from the Lissouri or to descend from the headwaters to these
areas. However, Eagle Creek which flows into the lMissouri above the
mouth of the Judith did have cut throat trout and it was from Eagle -
Creek that the soldiers from Fort Assinniboine first stocked Beaver
Creek-sometime around 1louvO. These fish took hold in the viryin waters
of Beaver Creek and by the 1o%0's and 1900 the iishing there was fab-
ulous. I ain not sure but have been led to beleive that the plant or
plants from Eagle Creek were later supplemented by cut throat brought
over from Fort Shaw on Sun hiver. Birch Creek, too, may have had native
cut throat but I have no evidence to assure tnis. Cow Creek did not
originally have any trout due to its exXcessive alkalinity from a few
miles below the T U ranch to its mouth. This may also have been the
case with Birch Creek. Also it seems that Beaver Creek was the only
ore planted to cut throat by the soldiers. Box klder, Glear (Creek, Peop
Creek, Cow Creek and Sandy Creek have never had them as far as Itve
been able to find out. This is understandable as Beaver Creek was
elmost wholly on t-e Assiniboine Military reserve, while all the others
were originally part of the Indian Reservation and later of the public
domain. Fishin; in Reaver Creek until Fort Assiniboins® was abandoned
Wwas restricted solely to the military . Any civilian wishing to fish &k.
there legally had to ebtain a permit from the C.0. of the Post. In the
display of &dd licenses there in the fish and Game Department you can—
Zind the photostat of one of these old permits issued to Lou Lucke (mm
father) giving him $e-permission to fish Beaver Creek for the Month
of June 1210,

My g¢randmother, who caume tc Fort Assiniboine in 1067, told me that
four or five wagon lcads of they and their friends would &0 out on a
Picnic! to upper Seaver Creek for a week or two. They would set up
camp in the "Meadows" nearp Baldy (Mt. Bears Paw) which is where the
Experimental Station corralls are now. After getting camp in order the
m-n wouald go fishing and come back with enough trout to fill a barrell,
Bnoughto feed the whole crowd for 3-L days.




R

E At S e R R (Tl 3 "'“-h’.." . '
Sqﬁetimeiiﬁ"thg‘eéhlyti900's it was possible for Cleizens to request
trout from their Senators or Congressmen for planting in their areas. I

. s Thesel:fish were ‘transported in a railway fish car ana the applicants |
5 Sl ghngrginotified whern to meet the car with contalners suitable ¥
or ‘transporting the fish to tneir ultimate destination, Usually they
Were met  withicream cans. I met these cars several times with my C,d
WL!m quite sure it was alway brook ‘trout that we planted as, by that :
ime;; “they had' prooved to the the best adapted to out Etreams in the i
‘HBears®Paws, T can remember that besides planting in 5ok &lde, Clear ang
: : fcfeék;we even put some in Bull Hcok near the head--and, I(M told
here!s#still a few brooks to be found along a short strech in the &
‘#Redwing ‘and Waid places. I'm not sure whofirst planted Box Elder Creel
3_ tedt.could have been Nick Faber or one of the Kinsellas.' It is my ail
'pggpéyénding that Mosser first stocked Glear Creek and I'm'quite sure:,
;.@tgkndy Moore planted the first fish in Cow Creek. McNamargs probabi¥
fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiheffirst brooks in Eagle Creek and Ben Smith at the head of sandg %
.Creeék,. Hendersons or Max Schuid likely started them in Birch Creex, Al
'fhig'was'under that old program whereby the applicant met the fisn caria
took the fish to where he thought tney would dg well. 3
There '‘are still some remnants of the early cut throat in the Bears pa
“'Nn occasional one can be picked up at the head of RBeaver Creek. Alsg;,
#41B1l]l Garrahan tells me. that. there is an isolated baver dam-headwaters;
*'t00 of Beaver Creek-with cut throat. on Birch Creek above the old'
"'Sehmid homestead is a half to three quarters of a mile oif beaver dam
#/.Sthat have never gone dry. . ‘hese have cut throat in them and &11 I Jo¢
fever caugzht orsen thercare 11 to 12 inches long. -Richard Scﬁhid to
* *me that his father planted these 1ish 30-L0 years aso and there has?
'+ been any others stocked there.- Obviously these must‘réproducegalth&’
7 I've never seen any smail ones. Tuls upper end of the creek is set &
from the main creek by a long dry streth except in‘neavy run-ogf.

TR

might add that this is g similar conditlion to the beaver dam dn%
Creek mentioned above. e S L T am e

Back in the 191,0ts or 501s I 'pead anvarticle in Fiéld and Stre
Judoor Life by Den Cushman Wherin he-tdlls of fishing for cut It
in scme beaver dams at. the hgéd.of“S;ndthreekm.fﬂhn says. he ‘had} ¢
ride in to these dams ‘on -horseback and -that the” £ish (cut-thro

80 scary that the only leader that worked for catching them-iwr
from the tail of his white horse. His story madegood reading'B
I questioned him about the validity of the horsehair leader he’:
tongue in cheek €xXpression. Howeéver:he did.maintain that he
wonderful fly rishing for cut throat in those beaver dams, -I:
that those dams were likely at the head of Eagle Creek rathep’ I
Creek. It could be that those dams are still there and that t
§till cut throat in them. -
Well Bill, I hcpe all this rambling will help to preserve the
trout in the Bears Paws. Do as you plaese with it.

When you see my nephew, David Wedum, tell him hello and give hi
regards--haven't seen [Cave for a year or two. ;
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4d3ﬁhd§e1wekban get together and visit a little before too:-long.

. Kindest'regards to your family and best of everything to-yot;

Sincerely,_

Al Lucli e
Box 230, Havre, Montana 5%501.

Bill, you worked here long enough to know (and I think you recommended)
that brook trout have procved to be the best for our streams here 'in

the Bears Paws. They not only survive and reproduce the hest but furnis
the best sport and eating for our fishermen. However, these streams, We
being so accessdble to fishing pressure throughout their entile lengths

-are not to be compared with thoss of the bilg mountains where the brooks

cannot be taken out enoughto keep up with their reproductive capacites.
These Bears Paws streams are not only easily available for extreme fish-
ing pressure but their black loam bottoms are rich and provide a rich
food source for a large population of fish. They cannot be compared to
the almost sterile rock bottoms of say.the Glacler Park area. These
same conditions-avallability, and rich beds applies not only to ¢ur
Streams in the Bears Paws but also to those ol the Sweet Grass Hills,
the Little Rockies and even Porcupine Creek north of Glasgow.

0f late years these streams have been stocked only with rainbyw--by

the state I mean-, Rainbow are 0.x. and I enjoy. catching them, but

as they grow to any size they tend to head.down stream for bixger waters
leaving the upper reaches of our craks barren except for those surviving
brook trout. Brooks and cut tkhroat &nd to head to the upper strethes

of streams so work out much better here by furnishing fishing for the
whole lenghthof the streams, i B

I'm still on the mailing list for Montana Outdoors and enjoy every issue

of it. My file goes back to the time when it was a Single sheet pub-
lication, which was quite some time :ago.. -

m LA E So long, .

Al,

]




Holohi, Montana
S Jan_uary 31, 1969

Mr. Al Lucke b
925 2nd Ave. :
Havre, Montana %9501

Als

The other day someone asked about the distribution of cutthroat
trout in the state. I recall that one day in 1953 or 1982, you and I
caught a few in a 1ittle stream at the head of Beaver Creek. I think
you said your dad had planted them some 30 years or so ago at that
time. I wonder if you remember any of the details -~ the stream they

~were in, any dates, where they were shipped from.

©+  Heard that you were doing some writing. With the background and
material you have, you should come up with something might worthwhile.

.. I know 1t would appeal to anyone who finds western history, particularly
Montana history, interesting. Let me know how its coming along.

' 'Tnis winter has been 1ike a few I remember around Glasgow. Saw

~'where Havre had 53° below zero. Has been quite a while since we've had
~ " .such a long siege of cold weather, so I guess we're spoiled. iy
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"% Begt regards.
e _ Sincerely,

WILLIAM ALVORD :
SUPERINTENDENT OF FISHERIES




