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ROCK I Written by
C.H. Sirie
Past ard resent 1937 o4 1938

dock (rock drains o ~irt of the Neurlod-e end Lolo #-hional “orest.
[t hre jte séurco in the high mountnins of the Coptinertal Diviie that borders
the noerth end of Big Hole 3asin, and empties inte the Clarks Fork 2iver 22
milns east of lissonla. It is a lar-e stream, in fact t-o large %o be callaed
creat, as it runs more water st most seasons of 4he year than the main Clarks
Forl tiver where it unites with this stream. Ilock Creek is amnroximately 80
miles in length and drains well over 2 million acres of 12nd. Zxcept in the
meuntains at its extreme head, the upper drainagz consicts to a larce extant
o® low relling hills and shallow basins. The lower end runs through rough
and raged country.

i

In dcient times this stream did not flow as it does today. At that time
it probably consisted of a chain of lakes which drainesd ocut throush the wide
Flint Creek Volley to the cast of its present ccurse. Tn the early ages a
great earth mcvement took place., Tt may have been at the time‘the Osborn
fault ocervrred which runs in a general easterly an+ westerly direction through
a2 large section of Western Montana and forms the present Bed of the main Clarks
Fork niver. This e:zrth movement resulted in a change in the direction of the
flow of Reck Creek. Instead of flowing down through the Flint Creek Valley,
it cui, a course directly through the heart of the Zapphire itan:e of mountains,

This accounts for the rough topography of the lower r-~17 c¢¥ the drainage which

is characterized by high, steep ridges and narrow V-shaped vallays. JNrosion,

howevar, has softened the roughness of this area and tedoy we find many long

" open Eunch-grass ridges slnping intoe Rock Creek.
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dock Croell dreins = ~irt of the Necrled e ond Lola #-rional ¥orest,
L hes i4s source in the high mountnins of the Centinertal Divi e that bordars
the north end of 2ig Hele 3asin, and empties inte the Clarks Fork iver 22
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milrs east of lissonla. It is a lar-c stream, in fact t-c lorge %o de called
creak, as it runs mere water at most smasons of the yesr than the main Clarks
Fork !iver where it unites with thie stream. Rock Creeck is ;pnroximately 80
miles in length and drains well cver 2 million acres of land. Zxcept in the
meunt»ins at its extreme head, the uppner drainagzs consists to a larse extant
2" low relling hills and shallow basins. The lower end runs through rough
and rag ed country.
v

n dcient times this stream did not flow as it does today. At that time
it nrobably consisted of a chain of lakes which drained cut throusk the wide
Flint Creek Velley to the east of its present course. Tn the early ages a
great earth mevement took place. Tt msy have been at the time'the Oshorn
fault occrrred which runs in a general easterly an+ westerly direction through
a large section of Western Montana and forms the present Bed of the main Clarks
Fork fdiver. This ezrth movement resulted in a change in the direction of the
flow of Rock Creek. Instead of flewing down through the Flint Creek Valley,
it cul, a course directly through tre heart of the Zapphrire itance of mountains,

This accounts for the rough topography of the lower r-17 c¢f the drainage which
is characterized hy high, steep ridges and narrow Y-shaped valleys., Hrosion,
howevar, has scftened the roughness of this a2rea and todey we find many long

open hunch-grass ridges slopins inte Rock Creek.




Lresls,  They were swobonoad ~p cernine oboatent doyloeoX by ocounes of movement

ancside the crbin. Locdne throash the kol o betwesn the leus of 1he cabin,

oy discovered that o2y wore suceeaded by Indines «ha =21 - eorad to be

o

saoend with 21010, Being wholly u-wanared wo pub neoa 17 ht cowioob oved
edde, Lhoy desidnd Lo {ry ond oanles friende with the Todians,  hoy fivifed them

in 1o have break 25t end two of tha Indinns entered the Canin. 3raagkfast was

~tartad and one procmechtor started o the zpring for a puckey of wnter., ibouat
+e Lime he rnached the spring, the Iniians killed him. ‘ne ¢© the mon remain-
ires in the cabin saw what occurred and exclaimed te his partner to make a oreak
or it. Two of them were killed inshtantly. 4Jones rosn ¢.h of the cebin deor

knecking oown one ~° the Tndians. "The Tndians were momerntarily confused and

o

Jonas suceeeded in ccachin~ o deep wash which hsd resulted from tieir rlacer

operziieons, "e tuinled into this and was out of sight of the Tniizns Tor a

momenb.  He ctaried cunning down the wash with the Indians ~fter fim, too
Todines chootin, whensver floy canht gisht of Jenes, Pittir: ki crce in the

shouldar aut act ¢ 13ing 2 serions wonnd,  They kept ap the shase 211 Jey long

A
4 “

] ~

~overine cbout 12 wiles o roagh, euniaineuns conphry.,  Jreout the time Jenes

rlayed out, the fnditne ren ecut of amemnition but they &5 't -"- ap ire chase.
Jonoe states thot he atterphad to keen sbove the Indians and at tiwes held <hem
off by throwing rocks down on them. Tinally, aleng tewsrds evering the Tndisne
iave 1o the chase and Jones stegrered in*e the nearcst sstilemert to tell wis
story. He has evoer since rone by the newue of "Nez Parce Jones.™

Charley Pomproy was the first settler on the ertreme lever ifocg Lreek. lie
sottled in 1983, e s Tollowed in 1887 by Peter ilalback whe fs i1l hiere.

"he Tirst two years after he came to iock Creek, ialback zii: his (o iror fished

#nd linted fer the masket. They =old fish and :om2 te the gold miners end rail-

’

3

roal construction crews. ‘‘alback states that they received 25¢ per pound for

trout and 114 pec ponnd for venison dressed. sbout 500# of fish were cought per

-
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worte le slates an aversge day 's coteh vas 9 nocncs e man which roouire
vhoul fear beurs “iching time. £11 fisk wore taken olth coifaary 1y hook,
Lo ;m'wrts killing 32 deer cne < ntec, “tier Funters, he states, :illen g
Tarcor vptap, e belie of 2 Tigh husked cronst ouched bbb Indire on ek
freelr near Lhe month of onch Crae's Ta 103, s frap wan fnocpt cetlon for
reveral years end he remembers seeing bundrede of foad fish 41 tle trap each
Jear after the Indians pulled cut., Tre Indians didn't take tie tr-—ble to put
Fire tran oat of working erdar hefore ey labh and it wenld £111 un with fich
“Fet eventually Aled.  This wanton cestruction of wrild Tife held full swsy for
Juars, climaving in the :reat slaushier of +he winter oL 199 2nd 1890, That
vintec Tour men came into the country to trap for coyotzu and other fur-besring
aoimsls.  they Had no traps but a rlentifnl supply of oeison. The deer were
concer Lrated en the winter ranges and could be killee in larze nurhers without
nny effort.  These men are thousht to have killed thres or four tundred head
'f deer and poismned the curusses that winter. “le fur cateh wae #1011 and of
Littie value ar prices for this kind of fur were 1ow.

i0ld wen dincovared on lower “eleome Creck, : tritatary ~F lerer {ock
wceeit, by Peter Walbac's in 1R88 but aot in p2ying quantities. The rich placer
strike on upper licicriie {reek was made in 1899 ty a mon whese name, according
“o Tr. Yzlback's memory, was “mith. ‘These digrings were meodsrately rich and
were winad sudcessfu]!y for a mimber of years. One of the larzest pugets ever
tind in Leatana come “rom Welcome Creek and its value was hebweer 400,00 =nd
800,00 at 120,00 per sunce. Uver the hills a shert ¢ ricnee from ~.elcome Creek
“n Parveg Grack wag feomd the lacgest nuget ever tc e uncovered ‘i tle state
o les ah "1303,00,

chest in liontana, was discovered

L1,

The Pasin Cresk cold field, one of the r

by omen wmed Doy otson in 1893, Follewing this discovery, iock Creek was
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Leack,  They were swok ned cvo ceenine, bt ont doylacenk byocennen of mouvement
onlside the cabin, Lociddne throagh the Pol o betwesn the Legs of the cabin,

t ey Hecovored that 1.2y ware ciree 'aded by Indines sha 211 -0 wored t0 be

ared with 2iflac. Being wholly o wopared o nut wog 177 b oowiooh ool
adds, Lhoy deaided Lo oy ond asles foiends with the adiane,  Poy ficihed treom

in to have break st znd two of th~ Indians entered the Cavbin, 3reskfast was

~tartad and one procpector started Jor the =zpring for a buckei of witer. Abcout
‘re Lime he roached the spring, the Indians killed him. “uwe 27 the mon romain-
ityr in the cabin saw what occurrad and exclaimed te his partner to make a oreak

1,3 .

or it. Two of them were Xilled instantly. Jones roo ¢.% of the cabin deor
knecking down one 7 the Tndians., "he Tndisns were nomerntsrily confused and
Jones snceeeded in coaching o deep wask which hsd resulted from tielr placer

.

the Tni

ope~ztilms. e tahled into this and was out of sizht o ans for a
moment.  He clarted cunning down tha week with the Indisns ~fter ©im, tine

Indinos chootin, whonover they con b sicht of Jenes, vithirg: hi cpoc in the
shonlder aub act ¢ sing 2 secions wonnd,  They kept up the shase =11 sy leng

~overings cbout 12 wiles of

roagh, wwmizinous conphry.,  Jeut the time Jones
rlaged oat, the Indi-nse ran cut of amanition but they &2kt ~i-e up Lre chase.
Joans states thet he ahtemptod te kcep above the Tndians an? at Hiqes held them
of f by throwing recks down on them. Tinally, along tewards everine the Tndians
iave ap the chase and Jones stagrered in*n the nearcst céttlemert, to tell his
story. WHe has ever.ﬁince rone by the nerme of "Nez Parce Jrnes.™

Charley Pomproy ias the Cirst sebtler on the extremc leower Reock Creek. lie
soltled in 1883, e wss Tollowed in 1887 by Peter TJalback whoe is :till here.
The Tirst two years after he came to leck Creek, ‘elback :n: his (o tior fished
#nd lnnted fer the market. They sold fish a2nd :ama te the gold miners and rail-
roal construction crews. “alback states that they received 25¢ per peund for

teout ond 11¢ pec pound for venison dressed. about 500# of fish were cought pec
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& wote  lie slates an average dayts coteh vas 29 pocns er man which reouiee
vhoul, feur heurs “ishing time. A1l Fish wapoe taken with cedinary 1y hook,

terecorts keilling 32 deer ene -intec.,  Cther Funters, he states, ':illen g

-

loree vthar. e kelie of g Uik hosked crrsteuebed Vpobhe Indieres o Loek
creel near Lhe month of ench Cpeels tq 100 Ziis irap wes in cpcocetion for
reveral years and he remembers 5 eelng hundredc of foad Pigh in the trap =ach
gear ofter tha Indians pulled out., Tre Tndians didn't take the tr-hle to put
fre tran oat of working erdsr hefere trey laft gnd 1t vonld £ill vp with iz
“Fotoeventually died.  This wanton cestruction of wild ife held full swsy Cor
Juars, climaving in the :reat slauchier of +he winter o7 1879 ond 1890, That
winter “our wen came ‘nto the country to trap for coyots:y and other fur-besring
animsls.  they Had no traps but a rlentifal supply of neison. The deer wer
cencen Lrated en the winter ranges and could he killec in larze numhers without
iy offort.  These men are thousht to have killed thres or four Fundred head
" deer and poisoned the csrusses that winter. e fur catch was a1l and of
Littie value as peices for this kind of fur were low,

i0ld woes discovnred on lower “elcome Creck, ¢ tritatary of lecrer iock
ceel, by Peter Walbac's in 1888 but .ot in paying quantities. The rich placer
strike en upper telcene Ureek was made in 1890 by a mon whese name, according

T

b0 Tr. z2lback's memory, was “mith. ‘These digrings were moderately rich and
were «inad suécessfnlly For a number of years. One of the largest pugets eve
tnond in hoontana came “rom ‘Jelcome Creek snd its valiue was vetweer 100,00 =nd
500,00 at 20,00 per sunce. Uver the hills a chort ¢ riznece from elcome Creek
~o Parvey Crack was [eond the lacgest nuget ever te He uncovered ‘i the state
Tolned ah *U303,00,

Q§ The Pasin Cresk sold field, one of the richest in linntana, was discovered

by amen nemed Sommy @“,son in 1893. ¥ollewing this discovery, tock Creek was
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Altemate entrances to the Hell Gate from the Missoula Valley were by
way of Pattee and Deer Creek Canyons on the south, and over a shoulder of
Mount Jumbo to-the north.

From encampments south up the Bitterroot Valley the Flatheads often crossec
the Sapphire Mountains via Skalkaho Pass to the headwaters of Rock Creek, then
followed down that stream to its junction with the Clark Fork. A similar trail
ran from the head of Rock Creek over the John Long Mountains to the Flint Creek

s Valley and down it to the Hell Gate. A circuitous third looped from the upper
oy Flint Creek drainage through the Anaconda and Deer Lodge Valleys to the eastem
& .entrance of the canyon. Additional roads linked the Deer Lodge trail with the
-;i . Silver Bow Valley to the east and with Missouri, Yellowstone, and Snake River
"‘. .'S trails through the Big Hole Basin to the south.12
\13 ‘ Hell Gate Canyon was accessible from the east through both the Deer Lodge

Valley and the Little Blackfoot drainage. And from the Blackfoot Valley on the
north, trails came in over the Garnet Range to join the south fork of the old
Salish road at Clinton, at Bearmouth, and at_the Flint Creek~Clark Fork
junction nsar the present town of Druamond.

In summary, ‘Ehen, a network of prehistoric trails connected Hell Gate
Canyon with other valleys and regions, despite the ruggedness of much of the
intervening terrain. '

The entire region was a favorite hunting, trapping, and gathering ground
of the Flatheads, and certain areas, particularly the Deer Lodge Valley just
southeast of Hell Gate Canyon, were also used as hunting grounds by the Snilfes,
Bannocks, Nez Perce, Pend d'Oreille, Spokanes, Coeur d'Alene, and Kutenai.

Aged Flathead infomants recall a number of customary campgrounds in the
Hell Gate area. Proceeding upriver fro i & t
site of Mi 3 3 ckfoot and Clark Fork Rivers,
vhere the Flatheads had a bull trout fishery; the vicinity of Clinton; the
Beavervail Hill locality; the Deep Creek country north of Bearmouth; and the
viecinity of Drummond. Red pigments were secured near Drummond, and_flint and
pipestone quarries were located on the upper limits of Flint Creek.l® The

present survey found archaeological remains from these sites at Beavertail Hill
and Drummond only. The Flint Creek Valley was not included in the survey.

lembers of the Lewis and Clark expedition were the first white men in the
Hell Gate area. On July 4, 1806, Lewis and nine men entered the canyon from
the Missoula Valley, en route to the falls of the Missouri River on their
return from the Pacific. Their Nez Perce Indien guides refused to go farther
than the canyon's entrance, for fear of encountering the dreaded Blackfoot.
The party followed the old Salish road to the mouth of the Big_Rlackfoot, then
turned north up that river along the left branch of the trail.

75; Stuart, Forty Years, I, 141-147.
13 Hamilton,"Trading Expedition,® IIT, 47-L48.
1} Stuart, Forty Years, I, 204.
15 Malouf, Land Use, 33-38, 54. ’
16 Thwaites, Joumals of Lewis and Clark, V, 188.

12 Malouf, Land Use, 37, 42-43; Ogden, Snake Country Journals, XIII, 65~
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vas the area on the University side of the river by the Van Buren
bridge. Another camping site was in the couniry surrounding the

present site of the Mountein View theatre, (lstter "C" on map of

Missoula County in appendix).

Mrs, Big Sam also knows of a burial mound on the West Fork
of the Bitterroot River, and says that there is good evidence of
camp site. here from the est century. She aiso knows of an ar arch-
asological site on ths Grani Creek bty DeSmat, lMontana. This site
goes back before her tims. It is near the place where the stream
emerges from the mountains and is probably within 4 mile of the
DeSmet railrcad sts.‘bion-.

It was possible to learn the Salish some of the rlaces

in this area from Mrs. Big Sem. Missoula was called Tsai meaning

"'buJ.'ltrout" Bonner was Aidestum, which is 1like the name for bull-

trout in meaning, excent more and larger trout wers found at this
. Ar Inloga, anin d Evaro Sa Ssnpo.
place lee was o (no meaning given) m was Ssnpo

Senpo was a prominent camping site when the Indians were going be-

tveen Arlee (Inloga) and the Bitterrcot Valley.

Study of Specific Areas in the Fish Creck Region

K letter from a Gacrge Eankinson was received by Professor
Malouf late in the spring of 1952 and it was decided to talk with
Mr. Hankinson and investigate soms of fhe-a.reas 4n which he had
found artifscts. Mr. Hankinson's letter will serve as an intro-

duetion to the study in this portion of the paper.



