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LARGEMOUTH BASS TRAP

Robert A. Hayford

New Jersey State Fish Hatchery

Hackettstown, New Jersey

3 During July 1947 .more than 300,000
- largemouth bass, 1 to 2 inches long,
vere taken at Hackettstown with traps
. of the design shown in the accompanying
i drawing. Whether this trap can likewise
be used for smallmouth bass, remains
~ to be seen. On the basis of past attempts
to trap smallmouth bass, I do not be-
. lleve that this will work too well. On
the other hand, large numbers of bluegill
sunfish as much as 2 inches long have
been trapped.
The gulde screen that diverts the
. ish into the V-shaped entrance to the
. trap, 1s removable; so the trap 1s easy
< to transport from place to place and to
~Install in the pond. At the end next
* to the pond bank, the guide screen is
" supported with a stake or iron rod.
The opening in the trap can be regu-
-1ated for fish of various sizes. The
1des of the V-shaped entrance are frames
-covered with wire mesh, and on the ends
¥ithin the trap this wire mesh extends
-1 inch beyond the frames. These extended
‘pleces of wire can be bent inward or oute
¥ard, thereby changing the width of the
opening. An opening of .1/2 inch or so
is probably the most frequently used,
On each side of the V~shaped entrance
‘the end of the trap 1s closed in with

X

3/4~ by 6-1nch tongue and groove boards.
These reinforce that end of the trap so
that 1t will support a plank placed from
the bank to the trap. The plank makes
1t possible for the operator to walk out
and remove the fish from the trap without
wading into the pond.

The scoop net is shallow, not more
than 8 inches deep, Places where the
fry might get around or under the scoop
net are eliminated by tacking the wire
of the trap on the inside of the frame.

When there are large numbers of fish
in the pond, 1t is well to keep the trap
located where fresh water is coming in,
unless the water in the pond 1is very high
in oxygen. I trapped 1- to 2-inch blue~
gllls 1n a pond that had a low oxygen
content, and during the night the trap
became so heavily loaded with bluegills
that quite a loss resulted from an oxygen
deficiency.

The trap was most successful in ponds
in which the food was scarce and the fish
were traveling along the shores to forage.
The trap worked especially well when it
was placed near an inlet through which
daphnia were coming in with the water
flow. This, of course, caused the bass
to school up at that pbdint.
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