
Senior 

87-2-801. Residents over 62 years of age -- resident or nonresident legion of valor members -- purple 

heart awardees. (1) A resident, as defined in 87-2-102, who is 62 years of age or older is entitled to fish 

and hunt game birds, not including wild turkeys, with a conservation license issued by the department. 

The form of the license must be prescribed by the department.  

(2) A resident who is 62 years of age or older is also entitled to purchase a Class A-3 deer A tag for $10 

and a Class A-5 elk tag for $12.  

 

87-2-809. Resident senior combination license. A resident, as defined in 87-2-102, who is 62 years of 

age or older or who will turn 62 years old before or during the season for which the license is issued may 

purchase a resident senior combination license for $55. The resident senior combination license entitles 

the holder to exercise all rights granted to holders of Class A, Class A-1, and Class A-3 licenses and 

includes an elk tag and a resident wildlife conservation license. 

 

Youth 

87-2-805. Persons under 18 years of age -- youth combination sports license -- youth with life-

threatening illness under 18 years of age. (1) (a) Resident minors who are:  

(i) 12 years of age or older and under 15 years of age may fish and may hunt upland game and migratory 

game birds during the open season with only a conservation license;  

(ii) 15 years of age may hunt migratory game birds with only a conservation license; and  

(iii) under 12 years of age may fish without a license.  

( (2) A resident, as defined by 87-2-102, who is 12 years of age or older and under 15 years of age may 

purchase a Class A-3 deer A tag for $6.50 and a Class A-5 elk tag for $8.  

(3) (a) A resident who is 12 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a youth 

combination sports license for $25. A resident who is 12 years of age or older and under 18 years of age 

and who applies for any hunting license for the first time is entitled to receive a youth combination 

sports license free of charge.  

(b) The youth combination sports license includes:  

(i) a conservation license;  

(ii) a fishing license;  

(iii) an upland game bird license;  

(iv) an elk license; and  

(v) a deer license.  

(c) A resident who is 15 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a Class A fishing 

license for $8.  

(d) A resident who is 15 years of age or older and under 18 years of age may purchase a Class A-1 upland 

game bird license for $3. 
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Youth with life threatening illness 

 (4) (a) The department may issue a free resident or nonresident big game combination license, as 

applicable, or a free resident or nonresident antelope license and wildlife conservation license, as 

applicable, to a resident or nonresident youth under 18 years of age who has been diagnosed with a life-

threatening illness. In order for a youth to qualify for the free license, the department must receive 

documentation that the youth has been diagnosed with a life-threatening illness from a licensed 

physician. The free license may be issued to a youth on a one-time basis for only one hunting season. As 

used in this subsection, "life-threatening illness" means any progressive, degenerative, or malignant 

disease or condition that results in a significant threat, likelihood, or certainty that the child's life 

expectancy will not extend past the child's 19th birthday unless the course of the disease is interrupted 

or abated.  

(b) In exercising hunting privileges, the youth must be in the company of an adult in possession of a valid 

Montana hunting license or of a licensed Montana outfitter and conduct all hunting within the terms 

and conditions of the license issued.  

(c) The department may waive hunter safety and education and bowhunter education requirements in 

87-2-105 for a qualified youth under this subsection (4) and, in appropriate circumstances, may also 

allow the qualified youth to hunt from a vehicle in the manner described in 87-2-803.  

(d) The department may limit the number of licenses issued pursuant to this subsection (4) to a total of 

25 annually.  

 

 Disabilities 

 

87-2-803. Persons with disabilities -- service members -- definitions. (1) Persons with disabilities are 

entitled to fish and to hunt game birds, not including turkeys, with only a conservation license if they are 

residents of Montana not residing in an institution and are certified as disabled as prescribed by 

departmental rule. A person who has purchased a conservation license and a resident fishing license or 

game bird license for a particular license year and who is subsequently certified as disabled is entitled to 

a refund for the fishing license or game bird license previously purchased for that license year. (2) A 

resident of Montana who is certified as disabled by the department and who is not residing in an 

institution may purchase a Class A-3 deer A tag for $6.50 and a Class A-5 elk tag for $8. A person who 

has purchased a conservation license and a resident deer license or resident elk license for a particular 

license year and who is subsequently certified as disabled is entitled to a refund for the deer license or 

elk license previously purchased and reissuance of the license for that license year at the rate 

established in this subsection.  
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Disabled Veterans 

 

87-2-803(5) A veteran who meets the qualifications in subsection (9) as a result of a combat-connected 

injury may apply at a fish, wildlife, and parks office for a regular Class A-3 deer A tag, a Class A-4 deer B 

tag, a Class B-7 deer A tag, a Class B-8 deer B tag, and a special antelope license at one-half the license 

fee. Fifty licenses of each license type must be made available annually. Licenses issued to veterans 

under this part do not count against the number of special antelope licenses reserved for people with 

permanent disabilities, as provided in 87-2-706.  

Military Recognition 

 

87-2-803 (12) (a) A Montana resident who is a member of the Montana national guard or the federal 

reserve as provided in 10 U.S.C. 10101 or who was otherwise engaged in active duty and who 

participated in a contingency operation as provided in 10 U.S.C. 101(a)(13) that required the member to 

serve at least 2 months outside of the state, upon request and upon presentation of the documentation 

described in subsection (12)(b), must be issued a free resident wildlife conservation license or a Class 

AAA resident combination sports license, which may not include a bear license, upon payment of the 

resident hunting access enhancement fee provided for in 87-2-202(3)(c), in the license year that the 

member returns from military service or in the year following the member's return, based on the 

member's election, and in any of the 4 years after the member's election. A member who participated in 

a contingency operation after September 11, 2001, that required the member to serve at least 2 months 

outside of the state may make an election in 2007 or in the year following the member's return, based 

on the member's election, and in any of the 4 years after the member's election and be entitled to a free 

resident wildlife conservation license or a free Class AAA resident combination sports license in the year 

of election and in any of the 4 years after the member's election.  

(b) To be eligible for the free resident wildlife conservation license or free Class AAA resident 

combination sports license provided for in subsection (12)(a), an applicant shall, in addition to the 

written application and proof of residency required in 87-2-202(1), provide to any regional department 

office or to the department headquarters in Helena, by mail or in person, the member's DD form 214 

verifying the member's release or discharge from active duty. The applicant is responsible for providing 

documentation showing that the applicant participated in a contingency operation as provided in 10 

U.S.C. 101(a)(13).  

(c) A Montana resident who meets the service qualifications of subsection (12)(a) and the 

documentation required in subsection (12)(b) is entitled to a free Class A resident fishing license in the 

license year that the member returns from military service or in the year following the member's return, 

based on the member's election, and in any of the 4 years after the member's election.  

(d) The department's general license account must be reimbursed by a quarterly transfer of funds from 

the general fund to the general license account for costs associated with the free licenses granted 

pursuant to this subsection (12) during the preceding calendar quarter. Reimbursement costs must be 

designated as license revenue.  
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(13) A member of the armed forces who forfeited a license or permit issued through a drawing as a 

result of deployment outside of the continental United States in support of a contingency operation as 

provided in 10 U.S.C. 101(a)(13) is guaranteed the same license or permit, without additional fee, upon 

application in the year of the member's return from deployment or in the first year that the license or 

permit is made available after the member's return. 

 

Active duty military 

87-2-102. Resident defined. In determining whether a person is a resident for the purpose of issuing 

resident hunting, fishing, and trapping licenses, the following provisions apply:  

(1) (a) A member of the regular armed forces of the United States, a member's dependent, as defined in 

15-30-2115, who resides in the member's Montana household, or a member of the armed forces of a 

foreign government attached to the regular armed forces of the United States is considered a resident 

for the purposes of this chapter if:  

(i) the member was a resident of Montana under the provisions of subsection (4) at the time the 

member entered the armed forces and continues to meet the residency criteria of subsections (4)(b) 

through (4)(e); or  

(ii) the member is currently stationed in and assigned to active duty in Montana, has resided in Montana 

for at least 30 days, and presents official assignment orders and proof of completion of a hunter safety 

course approved by the department, as provided in 87-2-105, or a certificate verifying the successful 

completion of a hunter safety course in any state or province. The 30-day residence requirement is 

waived in time of war. Reassignment to another state, United States territory, or country terminates 

Montana residency for purposes of this section, except that a reassigned member continues to qualify 

as a resident if the member's spouse and dependents continue to physically reside in Montana and the 

member continues to meet the residency criteria of subsections (4)(b) through (4)(e). The designation of 

Montana by a member of the regular armed forces as a "home of record" or "home of residence" in that 

member's armed forces records does not determine the member's residency for purposes of this 

section.  

(b) A member of the regular armed forces of the United States who is otherwise considered a Montana 

resident pursuant to subsection (1)(a)(i) does not forfeit that status as a resident because the member, 

by virtue of that membership, also possesses, has applied for, or has received resident hunting, fishing, 

or trapping privileges in another state or country.  
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