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2018 Relative Abundance Gillnetting Surveys 
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2018 Relative Abundance Gillnetting Surveys – 3 Year Average Trends
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Goal = 5-6 per net

Rainbow Trout

Yellow Perch
Walleye

Canyon Ferry

Target Range Goal 2018

Walleye 3-6.9/net 2-3/net 9.1

Yellow Perch 3-14.9/net 4/net 4.7

Rainbow Trout >3/net 3/net 2.6

= meets management goals

= below management goals, within management range

= exceeds upper or lower management triggers



Canyon Ferry Reservoir Walleye
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Canyon Ferry Reservoir - Walleye
2018 Fall Gillnet Survey - Histogram (n=101)
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Canyon Ferry Res. Walleye
*% Released by Anglers (Creel) & Average Length (Fall Nets)

*Anglers Targeting WE

2.7/net in 2019 = Remain Above Upper Trigger

1st Decrease since 2013

Are small walleye driving anglers away?



Canyon Ferry Reservoir Yellow Perch
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Canyon Ferry Res. - Summer Gillnets
Yellow Perch - # Sampled, 1955-2018

50 daily and no possession 15 daily and in possession 10 daily and in possession

Are small daily and possession limits driving anglers away?



Canyon Ferry Reservoir Rainbow Trout
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CFR Fall Rainbow Relative Abundance

5.4 per net in 2019 = Above lower trigger

Are current RB densities driving anglers away?



AIS (Mussel) Update
Canyon Ferry Reservoir

http://cleandraindry.mt.gov/Certified-Boaters

• 3rd Year

• Certified Boater 

Program

AIS issue keeping anglers away?

http://cleandraindry.mt.gov/Certified-Boaters


Angling Pressure
Upper Missouri River Reservoirs Fisheries Management Plan - #2 All-time
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Report Card
Upper Missouri River Reservoirs Fisheries Management Plan

Walleye

Target Range Goal 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Canyon Ferry 3-6.9/net 5/net 3.5 3.9 5.4 6.5 6.1 5.5 6.2 8.6 9.1

Hauser 2-5.9/net 2-3/net 4.5 4.5 5.2 6.1 6.8 8.4 7.4 6.9 6.9

Holter 2-5.9/net 4/net 6.3 5.7 6.0 8.4 7.4 6.0 3.1 2.9 2.8

Rainbow Trout

Target Range Goal 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Canyon Ferry >3/net 5-6/net 3.6 3.0 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.6 4.2 3.5 2.6

Hauser >1/net 3/net 5.0 5.2 5.9 6.4 5.2 4.1 4.0 4.0 5.3

Holter >2/net 6/net 5.0 5.2 5.5 6.0 7.3 7.9 6.6 5.6 3.6

Yellow Perch

Target Range Goal 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Canyon Ferry 3-14.9/net 10/net 2.3 1.8 1.2 1.9 2.9 3.9 4.6 4.9 4.7

Hauser 1-6.9/net 4/net 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.7 1.6 4.2 5.3 6.6 4.3

Holter 2-9.9/net 6/net 1.8 1.8 2.8 24.6 41.6 55.6 41.7 28.2 15.3

= meets management goals

= below management goals, within management range

= exceeds upper or lower management triggers



Missouri River – Toston Dam to Canyon Ferry
Walleye Movement Study – 2015-2017

River walleye are adfluvial Canyon Ferry Reservoir walleye
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Walleye CPUE Trend Downstream of York's Island FAS



Golden Shiners (7)

Kokanee (1)

CFR – Two ‘new’ species in 2018



Upper Missouri River and 

Reservoir Fisheries 

Management Plan (UMRRFMP) 

Revision Update:

• Outreach began - in Spring 2017

• FWP Proposed 5 Changes – April 2018
➢ Citizen Scoping Committee

➢ Open Houses (5)

➢ Denied by FWP Commission Oct. 18

“Back to the drawing board”

• On-line survey and Open Houses (3) - Dec. 2018
➢ Presented outreach results – Feb. 2019

• Citizens Working Group – Spring 2019
➢ Draft Plan Alternatives

➢ Public Scoping - Summer 2019

➢ Draft 2020-2029 UMRRFMP – Summer/Fall 2019

➢ Present Draft Plan to Commission – Oct. 2019

➢ Additional Public Comment

➢ Present Final Plan to Commission – Dec. 2019


