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The Wilson Ranch
Th e  Wilson  Ra n ch  is  a  h om e  to  Sa ge  

Grou se  a n d  m a n y o th e r  a n im a ls . Th is  in clu de s 
n a t ive  spe cie s  like  th e  Sa ge  Grou se  a n d  o th e r  
a n im a ls  su ch  a s  live stock th a t  h a ve  be e n  on  th e  
ra n ch  sin ce  be fore  a n yon e  ca n  re m e m be r. 
Nowa da ys th e re  is  a  m in e  th a t  is  loca te d  ju st  e a st  
o f a  bu sy h igh wa y th a t  ru n s th rou gh  th e  ra n ch . 
Ne w de ve lopm e n t  like  th e  h igh wa y a n d  th e  m in e  
ca n  be  a  da n ge r to  th e  n a t ive  Sa ge  Grou se  a n d  by 
doin g so  it  ca n  th re a te n  th e  wh ole  e cosyste m . 
Som e  pa rt s  of th e  ra n ch  a re  e ve n  losin g sa ge  
b ru sh  wh ich  is  vit a l for  Sa ge  Grou se . 



The Sage Grouse
Th e  Sa ge  grou se  is  a  m e d iu m  size d  b ird  

kn own  for  it s  la rge  a ir  sa cs on  th e  m a le s ch e st .   Th e  
m a le s u se  th e se  sa cs in  a  “da n ce ” to  a t t ra ct  fe m a le s.  
Th e y pe rform  th e se  “da n ce s” on  ra ise d  cle a r  a re a s of 
grou n d  ca lle d  LEKs.  Th e se  fe m a le s will ch ose  a  
h e a lth y m a le  to  m a te  th e n  go  off to  h a ve  ch icks, 
th e y u su a lly h a ve  5-11 e ggs in  a  clu tch .  Ma n y m a le s 
will o ft e n  m a te  with  m a n y fe m a le s in ste a d  of ju st  
on e .  Th e  fe m a le  th e n  ra ise s  th ose  ch icks u n t il th e y 
a re  o ld  e n ou gh  to  su rvive  in  th e  ba rre n  la n dsca pe  
th e y ca ll h om e . Th e  sa ge  grou se  on ly live  for  a bou t  2 
ye a rs  so  re p rodu cin g qu ickly is  e sse n t ia l.



Our Goal
Th e  goa l of ou r  grou p  is  to  ke e p  th e  n u m be rs of Sa ge  Grou se  in  Ea ste rn  

Mon ta n a  s t ron g.  We  be lie ve  th a t  we  ca n  a ccom plish  th is  by p rovid in g th e m  
with  m ore  su it a b le  h a b it a t  a n d  sa fe ty from  th e  h a rm fu l e ffe ct s  of h u m a n  
e n croa ch m e n t .  Mrs. Wilson ’s  Ra n ch  wou ld  p rovide  a  pe rfe ct  opportu n ity to  
be gin  to  p ro te ct  th is  th re a te n e d  spe cie s .



Seasonal Habitat
Fa ll: In  th e  fa ll th e  h u n t in g se a son  
h a s s t a r t e d  a n d  th e  grou se s n orm a l 
life  is  d isru p te d .
Win te r : Th e  ra n ch  h a s re ce ive d  a  
good  de a l of sn ow th a t  h a s s t a r t e d  to  
m e lt  a n d  is  m a kin g th e  la n dsca pe  
m u ddy.
Sp rin g: Th e  grou se  a re  be gin n in g to  
m a te , a n d  som e  ph otogra ph e rs  a re  
d is tu rb in g th e m
Su m m e r: Th e  grou se  a re  ra is in g th e ir  
n e w ch icks a n d  a re  m ovin g a rou n d  
qu it e  a  b it . 



Sage Grouse In The Food Web
Th e  Sa ge  Grou se  is  a  food  sou rce  for  

m a n y of th e  a n im a ls  in  th e  sa ge b ru sh  
e cosyste m .  As it  is  a  sou rce  of food  for  so  
m a n y it  m u st  re popu la te  qu it e  qu ickly to  ke e p  
it s  n u m be rs s t ron g.  Too fin d  e n ou gh  food  for  
h e r  ch icks th e  m oth e r  m u st  m ove  a rou n d  to  
d iffe re n t  fe e d in g a re a s t e a ch in g th e  ch ick h ow 
to  ge t  food . Th e  grou se  re ly a  lo t  on  th e  sa ge  
a n d  bu gs for  su rviva l a n d  if food  isn ’t  
a bu n da n t  th e y cou ld  le a ve  a  h ole  in  th e  food  
we b , ca u sin g a  co lla pse .



Sage Grouse Needs
Sa ge  Grou se  h a ve  ve ry spe cific n e e ds a n d  re ly ve ry h e a vily on  sa ge  

b ru sh  to  su rvive .  Th e  sa ge  p rovide s th e m  food , sh e lt e r , n e st in g a re a s, a n d  
e ve n  LEKs (m a t in g a re a s).  Th e  sa ge  is  e sse n t ia l to  th e  b ird s su rviva l a n d  
ch a n ce s of re p rodu cin g, with ou t  it  th e  sa ge  grou se  wou ld  go  e xt in ct .  



Seasonal Needs
In  th e  sp rin g, a ft e r  m a t in g th e  Sa ge  Grou se  looks for  h a b it a t s  t a ll a n d  
p ro te ct ive  sa ge b ru sh .  As th e y ra ise  th e ir  you n g th e  grou se  n e e d  n ou rish in g 
food  a n d  gra sse s.  In  th e  su m m e r th e  m oth e rs  n e e d  th e  p ro te ct ion  of th e  
sa ge  growth  to  p ro te ct  h e r  from  crows, e a gle s/ fa lcon s, a n d  coyote s , bu t  sh e  
h a s to  r isk a  jou rn e y with  h e r  you n g to  ge t  to  th e  we t la n ds wh e re  h e r  
ch icks will ge t  som e  n e e de d  n ou rish m e n t .  In  th e  fa ll th e  Sa ge  Grou se  m ove  
to  h igh e r  r idge s in  se a rch  of som e  re m a in in g food .  Fin a lly in  th e  win te r  th e  
Sa ge  Grou se  m ove  to  th e  p ro te cte d  s ide s of s lope s in  to  fin d  t a ll s t ron g 
sa ge b ru sh  th a t  give s th e m  p ro te ct ion  from  th e  sn ow a n d  win dy con d it ion s. 



Current Sage Grouse Management T
Scie n t is t s  a re  t ra ckin g a n d  u sin g GPS to  p in poin t  loca t ion s of th e  grou se  
th rou gh ou t  th e  ye a r .  Th e y u se  th is  in form a t ion  to  a le r t  ra n ch e rs  of th e ir  
wh e re a bou ts  a n d  wh e re  to  a void  live stock gra zin g, m owin g, or  o th e r  
h a rm fu l a ct ivit ie s .  By stu dyin g th e  Sa ge  Grou se , scie n t is t s  a re  le a rn in g 
m ore  a bou t  th e ir  n e e ds a n d  life style  wh ich  will h e lp  in form  th e m  on  wh a t  
to  do  to  re ga in  grou se  n u m be rs. 

Wild life  m a n a ge m e n t  worke rs  a re  a lso  t ryin g to  e ra d ica te  in va sive  spe cie s  
su ch  a s  ch e a tgra ss  th a t  ca tch e s fire  e a sily a n d  bu rn s gre a t  a re a s of 
sa ge b ru sh .  Th e y a lso  work to  cre a te  sa ge b ru sh  a re a s for  th e  grou se .



Where Do They Fit In The Ecosystem  
Th e  Sa ge  Grou se  is  con side re d  a n  “Um bre lla s  Spe cie s”.  

Th is  m e a n s th a t  th e se  spe cie s  h e a lth  a n d  su rviva l 
in d ire ct ly a ffe ct s  th e  we ll be in g a n d  sta tu s of th e  e n t ire  
e cosyste m  a rou n d  th e m .  Wh e n  th e  Sa ge  Grou se  a re  
th r ivin g th a t  m e a n s th a t  th e  o th e r  spe cie s  a re  p roba b ly 
doin g p re t ty we ll.  So  by h e lp in g th e  Sa ge  Grou se  we  ca n  
p ro te ct  th e  e n viron m e n t  a rou n d  th e m .  Also  th e  Sa ge  
Grou se  is  a  sym bol of th e  we ste rn  p la in s.  To  lose  it  wou ld  
be  a  like  losin g th e  wild  bu ffa lo  a n d  th e ir  e cosyste m .  



Threats to the Sage Grouse
A. Lack of Sagebrush: Th e  la ck of sa ge b ru sh  

le a ve s th e  grou se  with ou t  p ro te ct ion  or  
food . 

B. Invasive Plant Species: Th e  in va sive  
spe cie s  m a y ca u se  wild fire s  or  kill 
sa ge b ru sh .

C. Busy Highway: Grou se  cou ld  ge t  h it  
crossin g th e  roa d .

D. Predators: An im a ls  fe e d  off th e  grou se  a n d  
th e ir  you n g.

E. The Mine Pit: Th e  m in e  p it  de st roys h a b it a t  
a n d  d istu rbs th e  grou se .

F. Human Hunting: Hu m a n s h u n t  grou se  for  
sport , killin g a n d  d istu rb in g h a b it a t .
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How We Can Help
Sa ge  grou se  n e e d  th e  sa ge  to  su rvive , a s  it  p rovide s th e m  with  

sh e lt e r  a n d  food .  It  is  im porta n t  to  con se rve  th e  sa ge  for  th e  fu tu re  
ge n e ra t ion s of th e  grou se . By u sin g th e  re se a rch  ga th e re d  by FWD we  ca n  
fin d  th e  a re a s th e  Sa ge  Grou se  a re  m ost  com m on ly fou n d  a n d  m a ke  su re  
th e  sa ge  is  h e a lth y, a n d  th e re  to  s t a y.  We  ca n  a lso  fin d  a re a s th a t  a re  
la ckin g in  sa ge  b ru sh  a n d  m a ke  a n  e ffort  to  p la n t  m ore  of th e  bu sh e s. 



Action Plan: Phase 1
Ou r p la n  is  to  s t a r t  by de vot in g la n d  to  wild life .  We  

ca n  s ta r t  by p la cin g a n  a re a  of th e  ra n ch  to  be  u n a ffe cte d  
a n d  a wa y from  a ll h u m a n  life , in clu d in g cows a n d  lou d  
m in in g t ru cks.  We  will se le ct  a n  a re a  (se e  wh ite  a re a  on  
m a p) of th e  ra n ch  th a t  th e  grou se  a re  m ost  fre qu e n t ly 
fou n d  with  sou rce s of food  sh e lt e r  a n d  LEKs.  If th e re  a re  
a re a s la ckin g b ru sh ; (for  e xa m ple  on  th e  e a st  s ide  of th e  
bu sy h igh wa y) we  ca n  s ta r t  to  re p la n t  e n ou gh  sa ge  to  
m a in ta in  a  h e a lth y le ve l o f b ru sh .  We  wou ld  a lso  se n d  
t e a m s in  to  re m ove  in va sive  spe cie s  like  ch e a t  gra ss  
du rin g se a son s wh e n  Sa ge  Grou se  a re  in  d iffe re n t  a re a s. 
Also  we  n e e d  to  m a ke  su re  th e  grou se  h a ve  a cce ss to  
fe e d in g a re a s like  we t la n ds by m a in ta in in g th e  we t la n d  
cu rre n t ly in  th e  p ro te cte d  a re a .



Action Plan: Phase 2
On ce  th is  is  don e  we  will de vote  som e  t im e  to  wa tch in g 

th e  grou se  a n d  fin d in g th e  m ost  t ra ve le d  rou te s  th e y t a ke  to  
ge t  to  th e  e sse n t ia l LEKs, food , a n d  sh e lt e r .  If a n y of th e  
rou te s  pu t  th e m  in  da n ge r  of crossin g th e  roa d  we  ca n  in sta ll 
a  grou se  crossin g s ign  to  le t  d r ive rs  kn ow a bou t  th e  b ird s. We  
ca n  a lso  pu t  s lowe r spe e d  lim it  s ign s down  in  pa rt s  o f th e  
roa d  th a t  grou se  a re  m ore  fre qu e n t  (se e  ye llow poin t s  on  
m a p). Fin a lly we  will m on itor  th e  b ird s a n d  m a ke  ch a n ge s to  
th e  a re a  a s  we  se e  fit . 



Benefits of Plan
Th is p la n  wou ld  be  be n e ficia l to  Mrs. Wilson  a s  sh e  wou ld  be n e fit  fin a n cia lly 

th rou gh  a  con se rva t ion  e a se m e n t . Eve n  m ore  im porta n t , sh e  wou ld  be  h e lp in g to  
sa ve  a  ra re  a n d  im porta n t  e cosyste m . On  top  of th a t , sh e  wou ld  s t ill be  a b le  to  h a ve  
h e r  ra n ch  th a t  sh e  cou ld  pa ss  down  to  fu tu re  ge n e ra t ion s, a n d  th e  la rge r  la n d  
su rrou n d in g h e r  wou ld  be  b rou gh t  ba ck to  it s  n a t ive  be a u ty.  
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