Region 6 Pond Fishing Guide (3" Edition)

Revised April 2020

Montana Fish
Wildlife & Parks







Table of Contents:.

Introduction to Region 6 Fishing Ponds Program 2-5
Hill County Ponds 6-7
Blaine County Ponds 8-13
Phillips County Ponds 14-20
Valley County Ponds 21-24
McCone County Ponds 25-26
Daniels County Ponds 27-28
Roosevelt County Ponds 29-30
Richland County Ponds 31-32
Sheridan County Ponds 33-35
FishMT: 36







Introduction

Anglers,

Welcome to Northeast Montana! When most anglers think about the fishing opportunities
available in Northeast Montana the first thing that comes to mind is our large reservoirs such as
Fort Peck, Nelson and Fresno. Those three reservoirs encompass the majority of our angling
pressure, with anglers targeting traditional game fish like walleye, northern pike, yellow perch,
lake trout and salmon. In addition to our larger reservoirs, the Missouri and Milk rivers offer
unique opportunities for paddlefish, sauger and trophy channel catfish. What might be
overlooked are the smaller ponds found throughout Northeast Montana.

Numerous public and private ponds are scattered throughout the arid landscape and Montana
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) manages many of these ponds for recreational fishing. A variety
of species are managed, including but not necessarily limited to yellow perch, crappie,
largemouth bass, northern pike, and prairie stocked rainbow trout. These ponds vary greatly in
size and accessibility, although all have the potential to create excellent fishing opportunities.

This guide is designed to let you know of ponds in your area that are managed by FWP. In here,
you will find directions, species present and current management practices including fish
stocking.

We have also made all our fisheries data available to you through “FishMT” online by clicking
http:/fwp.mt.gov/fish/. There you can find data, reports, fishing opportunities, fish distribution,
Fishing Access Sites, fish stocking information, contact information, and much more. Most of
the data are available through an easy to use interactive map (click the “Explore” tile), and the
other tiles take you to even more resources. These data are available because they connect, in
real time, to our internal database. So, as we conduct more surveys, and enter those data, they
are available to you immediately. We now have tens’s of thousands of fisheries surveys,
millions of fish records, information on thousands of waterbodies, and more, all available to you
online. We are also working on other improvements like fish tag reporting and an interactive
database for fishing regulations.

Another tool for anglers is our recently released app that is a field guide to the Fishes of
Montana. This app is free to download and is available in all the app stores. Once you
download it you don’t need any internet connectivity to learn about all of Montana’s interesting
fish and identify your catch. This app is an update to FWP’s Field Guide to Montana fishes and
the “Fishes of Montana” book. We developed this app in cooperation with Montana State
University and High Country Apps and it is really easy to use and informative. It is the most up
to date source for fish information in Montana.



Ponds need to have good water quality, favorable aquatic habitat, and proper management to
develop and maintain desirable fish populations. They must also have adequate water depths to
prevent excessive growth of aquatic vegetation and to support aquatic life during periods of
adverse environmental conditions. The ponds in northeast Montana are extremely dynamic due
to the nature of the prairie. Winter kills, varying water conditions, and summer heat can all play
a part into the quality of the fishing pond. Our staff is committed to managing the ponds in the
region, which includes routine sampling and often stocking of game fish. However, due to the
size of the area and limited staff, we can benefit from you in letting us know what you are seeing
on the landscape and how the fishing is.




Fish Kills

When a reservoir is first constructed, it is generally deep and productive; however, as small
ponds and reservoirs age, they accumulate sediment and decaying vegetation.

Most of the dissolved oxygen (D.0.) in a pond is a product of plant photosynthesis. Oxygen can
also enter the pond by absorption through the water surface, especially when there is wind and
wave action. Dissolved oxygen can vary significantly throughout the year or even the day.
Critically low D.O. levels can result from certain combinations of environmental conditions and
pond characteristics. Low D.O. is the most common cause of fish kills, often occurring in
summer, winter, or as a result of seasonal water column turnover.

Summer fish kills can result in the total or partial die-off of a pond’s fish community. This type
of fish kill is the most common in shallow heavily vegetated ponds containing large amounts of
decomposing organic material. Excessive vegetative growth, especially algae, in a pond can lead
to a fish kill. Sunny conditions result in a long period of plant photosynthesis that produces high
D.O. levels during the late afternoon. However, during the night, oxygen is used for respiration
by plants, fish, insects, and organic decomposition. If oxygen produced during the day is
insufficient to carry all pond life through the night, a fish kill will result. Several consecutive
calm cloudy days can result in vegetation dying and decomposing, reducing the pond’s D.O. to
the point where fish may not survive the night.

Winter fish kills result when oxygen levels fall too low to support fish under the ice. Since ice
acts as a seal and prevents absorption of oxygen directly from the atmosphere, oxygen produced
by plant photosynthesis is crucial. Thick cloudy ice or ice blanketed with snow allows very little
sunlight penetration, so plants are unable to produce a sufficient amount of oxygen. Oxygen
levels drop due to plant decomposition and respiration by various aquatic organisms. If snow
cover persists for an extended period of time, the oxygen will be completely depleted, resulting
in a fish kill. This usually happens in shallow ponds with large amount of organic matter such as
decaying aquatic vegetation or livestock waste. Often, bullheads and carp are the only fish to

survive.

To reduce the effects of winter and summer kills of fish on some of these shallower ponds, FWP
uses windmill aerators. The aerator pumps air through a hose into an aerating stone located in
the deepest part of the pond. As the air passes through the stone it creates bubbles that rise to the
surface and circulates the pond water to increase oxygen levels and helps lower temperatures
during the summer months.

Fish, Wildlife & Parks currently maintains over 20 windmill aerators throughout Region 6, and
We encourage anglers to contact FWP if you suspect a windmill may be broken or not
functioning properly. Attention Anglers: Please use extra caution when ice fishing on a pond
with a windmill aerator as there may be thin ice in some areas.
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Why Trout?

Often, we are asked “why do we stock so many ponds with trout instead of perch and bluegill?”
There are several reasons, but the main reason is that it takes several years for a perch or a
bluegill to survive before they would even be big enough to make it to someone’s dinner plate.
Many of these ponds are on the verge of having a fish kill of some sort, in any given year. If you
must wait 2,3, or even 4 years to have fish of desirable size, chances are there will be
environmental conditions in these shallow ponds that will result in a fish kill. Rainbow trout can
reach 15 inches in a pond environment in one year. If they are fortunate enough to make it
through at least one winter, you’ll have quite a tussle on the other end of your line.

Clean. Drain. Dry.

CLEAN. Completely remove all mud, water, and vegetation before leaving the access
area.
e Inspect your boat, trailer, and all gear. Pay attention to crevices and hidden areas.

e Remove all vegetation (by hand or sprayer).

e Remove all mud (use a pressurized power sprayer, found at most do-it-yourself car
washes). The hot water kills organisms and the pressure removes mud and
vegetation. No need to use chemicals or soap.

e Dispose of debris in trash or on dry land away from water or ramp.

DRAIN. Drain all water from watercraft and equipment.
e Drain or remove water from boat, bilge, live well, engine, internal compartments,
and bait buckets by removing drain plugs before leaving the access area.

DRY. Aquatic invaders can survive only in water and wet areas.
e Dry your watercraft and fishing equipment thoroughly; this will kill most invasive
species. The longer you keep your watercraft, trailer, waders, and other equipment
outside in the hot sun between fishing trips, the better.

If you have any comments or concerns about maps or notice incorrect information, please
contact your local Fish, Wildlife and Parks office so the problem can be corrected.

Havre Area Office: 406-265-6177

Glasgow Office: 406-228-3700

Or submit your comments electronically to: Réponds.fwp@gmail.com
Also, please report any vandalism to the TIP-MONT hotline at 1-800-847-6668.
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FishMT

We have also made all our fisheries data available to you through “FishMT” online by clicking
http://fwp.mt.gov/fish/. There you can find data, reports, fishing opportunities, fish distribution,
Fishing Access Sites, fish stocking information, contact information, and much more. Most of
the data are available through an easy to use interactive map (click the “Explore” tile), and the
other tiles take you to even more resources. These data are available because they connect, in
real time, to our internal database. So, as we conduct more surveys, and enter those data, they
are available to you immediately. We now have tens of thousands of fisheries surveys, millions
of fish records, information on thousands of waterbodies, and more, all available to you online.
We are also working on other improvements like fish tag reporting and an interactive database

for fishing regulations.

Another tool for anglers is our recently released app that is a field guide to the Fishes of
Montana. This app is free to download and is available in all the app stores. Once you
download it you don’t need any internet connectivity to learn about all of Montana’s interesting
fish and identify your catch. This app is an update to FWP’s Field Guide to Montana fFishes and
the “Fishes of Montana” book. We developed this app in cooperation with Montana State
University and High Country Apps and it is really easy to use and informative. It is the most up
to date source for fish information in Montana.
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